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White Xmas’ Soars Berlin Music Co. °49 TAKINGS NE\W Frim! Would Rather His Works Die 
Profits to Record $250,000 in 42 REC HRN. CAS TOPS Than Be Produced By Shuberts 


+ 
o 











we 


Fogel HERE IS TRULY A CRS, NBC, Blue and MBS Ex-| LOTE CHOICE EDIBLES j,i Ne on Secween. ‘Radot 


Predicated on an estimated 10%- 


of-the-profits dividend to the Irving MORAL VICTORY) ceed 1941’s $106,800, ooo, FROM COAST T0 COAST ot Gitens sent eee 


Berlin, Inc. and ABC Music Corp. : Columbia’s Billings wet the composer protesting the revival 
staffs, these two affiliated firms are linda Ts. in a rie of Friml’s ‘The Firefiy.’ When the 
estimated to have earned around apirioagereigle tt anys to Reach Total $45,500,- Chicago, Dec. 29. | operetta went on some weeks ago, 


any ig i i lis are . Performers are taking ‘nance : . 
@250,000 profit this year, in the light|, Many night spots in this area) 999 With NBC’s $43,800,-| Performers are taking no chances | Friml read a review and sent Shu- 


isis 








| hav asse t complet as a re- on going Ol c re) : , 
of the 25G which w divvied among have passed out c eames fact ee with ut certain foods if! bert a telegram of protest so 
: t 2 fe r : sult of the war, but the swank 000 they can help it Acts leaving the > | pungent that the manager became 
ars >| « embrace ¢ E & i P , | ‘ i me : s c Lie < agcti l 
- en " geet: “| Toner’s Forest Studio, an elaborate east for the Pacific Coast are wiring > 1. Friml state rou 
minimum of three week salary up . a ; ‘aa port raig : rim] stated that he would 
a oe Bree py aad. brick and Lannon stone structure in |friends here to buy them a supply t] his ; . ie for 
} 4 rather kis works *. . . die forever 


to seven weeks, with special bonuses : 


: ’ et oh oad has underg lof ham. bacon. eggs and butter, and | : 
sin 2 suburban location, has undergone ? of ham gS g ae | = a sa ics atl 
to executive personnel. This is per- | ‘ uy 43 LOOKS OKAY :, “ia |'than have you produce them. 





; P aabientad r her food that s short on the|] 
é; ithe most unique transformation It other f00 na A i : a age age ' — 
haps a record in the music biz, and ape veno ctl ai tir the Caleoien | i ee Coast, which they pick up cram| Shubert is reported having tossed 
as > ‘nase ne ain | satis. : : af ool : 
eertainly pars anything in the past. E a < > t} ‘a 1 is | into their suitcases and bags and | out the original score entirely, in- 
. , “We ve rs VeErar "h *} g ’ is LL tiiei SUILC ass all € c a dl . . 
T! iin . he Oe oe By BEN BODEC ae ee ge Ri 28 Ps. |serting numbers of Jean Schwartz 
eee I */now being used for religious serv- , continue their journey. |. = a ; 
uaa rt ‘ie gnct that. tut ene i. m fin a vecenk ti A the -Cosat land Irving Actman, while Rowland 
tems from the fact tha u ices. The four national networks com- é ecen p to 1¢ 0385, 1 F sigh lied ¢ ae 
i eats v3 - * it of Ber- | , 1 | sirens f loaded down | -eish supp ied the book. Otto Har- 
song, ‘White Ch: nas, out Of Ber-| The main dining ro is now the| bined will wind up 1942 with about; @ ‘0cai snowman was loaded GOWN | 1.4 wh rote ‘Firefly’ wit} 
ae es I , Bing : : ile dhe ia on ae } jbach, who wrot¢ Firefly with 
lin’s Holiday ! score (bing auditorium of the hous of wor-| $115,200.000 in gross time sales It; with two suitcases anda three bDun-|,, 1 ‘ . ‘pls *h oy ‘ 
p.. iat . as | é ; “4 ee ae a at ; | Friml, also complained. Shubert 
Crosby - Fred Astaire - Paramount) |ship; the band stand has become the} establishes a new high for that di- | @:€S Of foodstuls for two other per- 


ithen changed title to ‘Full Sieam 


i 
r ] } ) < le Ac . : 1 7 ° a ne : 4 mee > ( » } > Ww | 
made all this gravy possible. As of | choir loft. and the cocktail lounge is| vision of the radio industry. sons — nt in show biz, plus | Ahead.’ 
yesterday (Tues.) the song has sold | . ten Bana what ‘ P oa .| himself. 
tae Daan aae | now the Sunday school In 1941, the group’s joint turnover ‘Pirefiy’ dates back 40 Sk: olen 
» Walt D | oe ESE we $106,800,000. |}it was presented by Arthur Ham- 
NOt since the ensational Walt iS- | . 


ie White’ click ie, e ° ° . The edge of °42 over '41 in terms ‘Pp f Th ? Ni ht’ merstein, with Emma Trentini 
al 5 ‘aa gota P rege mie _ there | With Their Shirt-Tails yf percentage will be slightly less roo ifO ig { starred. When Hammerstein went 





. y " t ? . | 
cue spre at | cal we. " than it was for 1941 over 1940. t . | bankrupt some years ago, rights to 
rouy sold 7 (also publ hed x H . 0 ij Wks Bhs) as eee R d A the shows he produced were dis- 
Bastin) whereas ‘Holiday Inn’ has anging ut, awall Ring Laan ‘goer se ig epor eC rousing | posed: oF of by the receiver and the 
already gone 1,500,000. counting the ° Qn = aiid Tate vase St) eee R f A N eg mage took over the operettas 
(Continued on page 33) Has Gone Jive-Crazy 1 ad 7 + tt wg t rey xt ce S mong urses imp sum 3 
I 194 lred dette! Nan tne} 
- en for 1940 The indica- 
a By MABEL THOMAS Continued on page 26) OR. SOEe OR ee, ee 
) Honolulu, Dec. 29 . , . opened at the Morosco, N. Y., Friday 
San Diego Rated | occ oct 25) and whicn wes keown os Cry EXMOCE ECOL 
for here in Honolu cement Marjorie Lawrence, ee eee ene ee ee 


é ( 


Maremn- girls, along with those ot For Gest &. G, Gensens| Hot Thee no netionet: savocie- 


every other nationality, are voOiNn Oo repor 
| 


As Boom Town |i" 0 ie mena ngaboattiemetertarben seed] (J Broadway 


With the Klondike eet fs “se sie Though Paralyzed, Due 2 me swowea'eeceninent'n | New Years Eve 








approximation ol give yu As a result of her phenomena 
: eee ee omeback at both Town Hail and; Oppositicn to ‘Night’ is not clear 
| Although colored females until t! the Metropolitar Marjorie Law to those who have seen the perform 
By KAY CAMPBELL | past year were practica ! é Au ilian soprano who has | 4 LOI O1 a _ Akin to the ist-fling which jam- 
Sa Diego, De 29 |existent here, today you é ily both le f the Ippo to be t pnonists 1 ee) oe i B vay this weekend 
The , dred of I ( ‘ t t ne y 1 ; : , e men on Xma 
Klor lik aan 2 € ( ) t 4 4 
So Sa D ¢ ) one ve : ) 
of e ‘ , . ) ic Chinese J2 é ri L p | € | 
80 u ; , | 8uese, Filly I I é iered c I ‘ restrict 
DA r I Por O R ( t ol }4 F " the 
The ‘ Here vo } ked fo ’ ¢ é - 
i ( < ‘ | { { oe - . 
fi , i eepy escort T\ omes 2ciea anyw . . . . rice t ine Philade Jilicl ‘ . t iBT . > 
= . > { } a, 7 Ay . , 
. approximately 200,000 popula- | *“ OO ( i H , > > . : > . “W evel ) 
I lately 2( popula- | - oh ‘ ° > ne t whoopee wi . re 
ion into a war-fever flation- | (Continued on page 21 der Eugene Ormandy Fel 16 LOC h. atriotic Benefit oo ee v “es ized 
ridden on ee . ve wm - | , " Aretin hee ha > 7 rose Ipo! 
D0 cortress with an added 150,- | nager, Austin Wilder, hi Grosses $6,238; Net: 920 | ‘Paradoxically. the “itm: ts 
00 Civilian nopulatic influxee: | t otne! dates with majo! syn QD ) i cy MEd er - spl sigh 
. "Tee, ~ : rT este! N. Y.. Dec 24 wh e venero}l iy ite + 
from all sections of the hinterlands} Dance Team Breaks U p; phonies pending. Four radio pro- $2 wae. fens in its nike ger t of 
to work in deiens¢ plants and a ‘ + grams have also been set for hei High cost of some patriotic effort OW OUSEIES, WRS SUInewW:.RE Fee 
secret gia ME A ti He to Army ° She. W AAG | wa horn here in report of Send-/| strained. It’s expected such may re- 
1 ‘ number of service men from 7 9 Miss Lawrence's price has jumped \_p . ‘ . , + ht } 
a bre ‘hes P the milit: f “ac ( ( y ta ae at é . A-Package Club’s four-day benefit | occur LOmMmoOrrow night, witn in 
% 9ranches of the milit: ry forces. D to $1.500-$2,000 per appearance in) *, ) f - i ria’ Gail Gamal a fe b.. 
e ) o i westtien . 3 After 2 + — ‘ners of ’ . a snow to end arettes to soldier! €arilel naie i! ign » reserva- 
lortage of talent is used as an After 17 yea! e partne! P Of | poncert and radio. The Met will use| >. . ar Mt: eden ge gsier pale hes Aes 
excuse for the dearth of entertain-| Frank Alexande: and = =Elizabethi,,.. . Venus in ‘Tannhauser and) *~"~ SUtPtee gressee”'™ 238 and | Uons are of new record proportions 
ment in a go a P reer ais ee ™ stm Mahe J. Te ow | petted Bee On the New York scene, the fold- 
{in a good many of the niteries,| Swanson has been broken up. Both ha ‘Siesfried’ thilde 
whi} re ’ yossilk as the ‘Siegfried’ Brunhilde TM > ee ah oe , te the fact! ing of the Rockefeller nme Jase 
ie otner operators disdain offer-| have gone into service phe sma was despite the fact; 1N& OF tne ckefellers’ two class 
: 4 « ‘ ‘ + f +} + lant -« ‘ 2 éhaie ? > ne Rainhow } 

NZ any excuses whoetsoeve! but | The dance couple. fe é ns a - : it mo ¢ ilent donated their |! ies, 1 Rainbow Room and 
1 +h 1 | ° » . : * - . ‘ ‘ é tha  actmoar t 29 > U 2 nti ? ] > amethineg of 
lead the cash customer to the bar.| musical shows as ‘Go J Fo ° ° _ Eastma theatre was| Rainbow Grill, ar pawns CF 8 
Ivita +. 4 + F M d ms . P = we Or , ht free the Ai ( Te personal loss to the ioht-lifer v7 } 
vite him to spend his money and| low Through’ and t y feld Fo Another Gimmick SiN ne night free i ber iditoriun * mal | ss to ie night-lifers who 
offer no variety of soft lights and lies, made it a doubl! ader ol lopped off $160 and Ha J. Gaynor lave openly cherished*the existence 
Sweet music. | patriotism. Following the shows the *hiladelp! D i who took over the ceiieathbids at the | of so cleanly operated and classily 
+? P ‘ ae iis 1 hiladeipnia ec. ZY. ane > the club and was entitled | run iiter! amidst the mor ; 

_ its hickel and dime ce in which | duo had appeared in clut ¢ hotel a request of the ciub and was entitled; run niteries, amidst the more al 
Jingles the cash +e ters, 40c tops, | fall over the world before they re- Philly niteries and bars are to 10 of the gross, accepted only | fresco competition. These are vole 

. eas it +Sivt >. . : as = ; aie , ; — ‘i ram!) let ’ ai . . : ‘ , > . 
but It's easy flowing an ante up tired four years ago mak , +} featuring i Gre n Cocktail | $1 JO to cover expense untary closings for ‘non-essential to 
some instances tft ST) ¢ ee Mya nik] V : for the noliday eason. | rincipal item: O expense  in- 1@ Wa 101 reasons—according t 
in in ances to $599 10-$60.000 Hom e in Fi in} ‘ a } ] Vy . y } P i ] ‘ f | tt 1 r eff ‘ . | , to 
me _ week Unt boo riod, | However, wal 1 “Gremiil set . Beatric Kay, the Rockel . oA : Hugh W. S 
“Wankiest hot, : the El! Alexander joi: +} ’ : >» t bit e get in ¢ yt tar, $950: theatre rental. stagehand Robertsor r :ging director, al- 
‘ i 4 JF} f ce 1Gde! U £ » . 
Cortez fered . ae a ie “ P \ gla 9 25 y ; , ) t $1536: taxe though a lation aggravated 
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15¢ Beer, 25-30-35¢ Whiskey, Miami 
ite Life Chiefly for Soldier Trade 


. . + 


Miami Beach, Dec. 24 
Editor, ‘Variety: 


It is hard to write about condl- 


tions here now except that there | 
is no season. On Miami Beach you |} 


see nothing but soldiers on the 
streets at night and during the day 
the streets are pretty much de- 
serted There are not many girls 
here and the soldiers sing ‘I Want a 
Girl’ as they drill and march. 

In bars you see nothing but sol- 
diers and they are lined three to 
four feet deep drinking. When a 


EPSTEINS IN DET. ON 
‘ARMY’ FILM TREATMENT 


-hilip and Julius Epstein, Warner 
ipters and producers, 
gandering Irvin l 





Biggest Year 


otherwise prepared. 


Yankee — 
ner and Edmund Joseph 
Robinson has since 
WB, amnion 
Michael Curtiz will direct. 
Meantime, Warners is still battling 
Clark Gable or James 
Uncle Sam, but their 
committments in civilian li 


Biggest Pictures 


In History of the Film Industry 


‘Show Business 


theme of the 





civilian goes into a bar he seems 
out of place. 

Yesterday I walked on Washington 
avenue, from Fifth to 15th street, 
and met only about 10 c'vilians. A 


} yr | | * ] 
year ago tnere woulda be crowds on 


the streets and not one soldier. 

Night club life is nothing like it} 
used to be. Mother Kelly opened up | 
with only a piano player and sing- 
ers. The only show people here 
who are well known is Gus Van 
at Mother Kelly’s and Will Os- 
borne’s orch at the Frolic: 55c ad- 
mission there. 

The Nut Club, where I worked 
the past two years, is for sale and 
I doubt if anyone will buy it, es- 
pecially with the gas situation as it 
is now. 

Les Simmonds writes ‘on the night 
side’ for the Miami News and ma- 
terial is so scarce that he ran that 
article about me. If there had been 


” ; will be ‘Eileen’, 
37th Anniversary Number 


re-create the film 


VARIETY 


N. Y. Film Critics Vete 


Coward’s ‘Serve’ And 
Cagney’s ‘Cohan’ Best 


- Stewart’s stature 











stage version 
eTOss— everything 


sturdy star values. 


‘Army’ show here 
its best press of its 
overwhelming 
s ‘In Which We Serve news and edi- 


pages alike, and biz is terrific. 
James Cagney 


cutstanding actor of the year for his | 
Still Dickering for Names 


“Yankee Doodle Dandy.’ Hollywood, Dec. 29. 





the stars here that used to be I 
probably would have been unno-| 
ticed. 


Bob Fredericks, on the Miami jos the year, . 
Herald, writes mostly about mov-| ‘filmed ‘Wake Island. 
ing pictures. | the 
special aware will agg be given by 
the critics to 


j the ct rdainge Ve q 
line of six girls and starting Chris int he outstanding war fact 


Kitty Davis has practically the | 
only night club on Miami Beach, a | 


mas vaudeville on a one-day-a-week | 
basis. Except for holidays she will 
have vaudeville Sunday afternoons 
at’ 3 oclock and charge 50¢ admis- 
410n., 

In previous years the prices of | 
drinks were very high here as you} 
no doubt know. This year beer is 
10 and 15¢ everywhere and whiskey l 
is 25, 30 and 35c. Some difference. | ° 
All bars must close at midnight ex- | 


| 
| 
} 


cept on Saturday when they can} 


remain open until 1 am. They are 
going to give them a treat here New | 
Year’s Eve by letting them stay | 
open until 1 a.m. 

Conditions in Mian eem much 
beite than on the Beach Streets | 
are crowded there and every night 
like New Year’s Eve There are 


mostly sailors there, although you 
aco see ome soldier: You see 
pienty of civilians in Miami. 
(Ys I %* é Vv 
I i m 
] ced f é 
T n I wa: 
V in L A.E.} L ears 
Viiam Beact ¢ 
{ OME of i I A in 
é i 
more civilia n Brest. Fr r 
September, 1918, than I see here 
There are practically nothing but 
soldiers as customers where I am 


working on Miami Beach, and it re- 


minds one of 1918 when I was in| 
France for the Over There Theatre | 


League with Will Morrissev. Tommy 


A. J. Balaban’s Daughter 


in Reno for Divorce 


Ida Joy Balal daughter of C 


rie and A. J. Balaban, has estab- 


Aberbach, employed at T. B. Harms 
Music Co. They were married three 


months ago in New York, on Sept. | 
19, at the Balaban family’s Dorset | 


hotel residence. 

From here, Mrs. Aberbach. wh 
has given jiano recitals and is 
studying for the concert platform 
under Harold Bauer. proceeds to 
winter in California 


RUTH'S COLD XMAS 
Providence, Dec. 28. 
Hollywood's Ruth Hussey spent a 
cold Christmas with her parents, 
Capt. and Mrs. William T. O’Rourke, 
in Providence, when the oil tank in 


the basement of their Providence 


a ee ~ 2 1- } 


1ome sprang a leak and at least 275 


s* 1 * e ) t 
gailons of oil was lo 


Agnes Moorhead, who played Aun talking to Ginger Rogers 


the film version of Irving Ber- 


- Create New Academy 


she'll likely accept. 

As far as efforts to enlist services | 
of Clark Gable or 
Charlie Einfeld i 
to produce them and there's 
nothing the studio can do about 
It's generally agreed, however, 
recruiting of either 
(Continued on oui 47) 


Hwood Aided By 
asing of Curfew 


On German Aliens 





Jimmy Stewart, | 


» ‘In Which We Serve’ 
|; was ; 
Farrow 


> 


as the best actor 
tof 


Sten Garson best actress of | 


representatives, 


followup of the ease 


* homes from 8 p.m 


MAURICE EVANS’ SPOT 





ied residence here to divorce Jean | 














HAPPY NEW YEAR 


and Costello 





4 wood burning stove pressed 


SHHFFFFFFPFPEEOEOH 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


without authority. 


It was one of Gillette's outst Landing roles. 





TS 


PROF HHFH+OOOE eee, 


Famous First Nights : 


o444000000¢¢¢¢4 The Admirable Crichton’ ssseeeeeesseees 
(New Lyceum, N. Y¥., Nev. 17, 1903) 

William Gillette, always a strong Broadway favourite, drew a large 
audience, with a new play by J. M. Barrie as a further appeal. The 
story was far off the beaten track and the playing excellent, with Gillette 
never better cast than ga the model butler. The departing audience 
realized it had been present at the birth of a new success and went out 
to spread the word. The play enjoyed a long run and later formed the 
framework for DeMille’s ‘Male and Female’. It also was done by Kalem 











Benny Troupe Wows Servicemen 


In 95-Minute Show at Lakehurst 





Harry M. Warner 


Expounds on 


“Patriotism and Entertain- 
ment in the Cinematie Art” 


an Added Feature in 
Show Business 
At War 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











Award te Include 


Coward's ‘Serve 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 


Deadline for candidates in the 


It Rationing Can Do This, 


| made. 


so as to aim for topmost takings 














It’s Welcome to Stay 


| With film curtailment, and the 
| obvious necessity for fewer pictures, 
| the entire essence of the major pic- 
ture production scheme of things will 

call for careful weighing of all values 

for maximum gross results. In short, 
j films which can’t gross $3,000,000 or 
| better. may hardly be considered 
| worth the effort, in the light of 
|} féwer pictures which will have to be 


Thus, in innermost executive 
powwows, it's patent that only 
stories and ideas of widest appeal 
will get consideration. These will be 
endowend with everything possible, 


This is the answer to the recent 


e , — 
ancy prices paid for hit plays and 





What Jack Benny said last week 
about there being nothing hed 
rather do right now-—or nothing 
quite so important—as to make a 
soldier laugh, went double for the 
radio-pic comedian Monday night 
(28) when he and his radio troupe, 
tired but happy after a strenuous 
evening’s work, lett behind them at 
the Lakehurst (N. J.) Naval Air 
Station some 2,500 servicemen 
who'll probably long remember the 
Xmas Week package of entertain- 
ment deposited within the shadows 
of the world’s largest hangar. 

As far as the boys stationed at 
Lakehurst are concerned, Benny's 
their Santa Claus—and from Benny’s 
viewpoint, Mondiy night's show 
served anew to emphasize the point 
he’s long been stressing-—-the lads 
serving Uncle Sam are show-starved, 
need plenty of entertainment and 
the best that’s available 

Benny's ‘best’ included, beside 
himself, Mary Livingstone, Roches- 
ter (Eddie Anderson). Schlepper- 
man (Sam Hearn). Clark Dennis, 
Eleanor Whitney. Rose Blane and 


'Abe Lyman’s orchestra And that, 


as it turned out 


prettv hard te 





Oscar Derby Dec. 31 was approved | top, 

|by annual awards cominittee of | In a well-paced ooth shew run- 
| Academy of Motion Picture Arts and jning 95 minut Benny and his 
|Sciences, with a loophole for the | troupe literally wowed ‘em and had 
| British-made picture, ‘In Which We | the wide-eyed uniform lads begging 
|} Serve.” The Noel Coward produc-|foy more. In a hal! not quite fin- 
ition, distributed by United Artists, is | ished (there werent even anv eur- 
eligible for a new award for the | tains), Benny set an informal pre- 
best feature film produced outside | chow atmospher walking up and 
the U.S. and brought to th country | down the aisle chatting with the 
during the Awards year, although lads while th: ! busied them- 
not necessarily exhibited in Los selves backstage th their make- 
Angeles during that period. | up. 

Added award was made for the | Lyman Starts It Relling 
bette ecognition of nternational | Abe Lyma ere ot t gs roll- 
creen artistry, and to obviate prob- | ing with a hot . on ‘Bugle Call 
lems of local booking beyond the] Ray.’ Later. Al Polloc!l ris top 
jurisdiction of the Academ, David | trumpete: pressions 
O. Selznick recently made a fight for jot Clyde McCoy, |] vy Busse and 
recognition of the British film Louis orm stron ! ell done. and 

lenc ored w I Got Rhy ooted 

with a light t der 

JUNE KNIGHT TESTIFIES |'s onsue. Pon ky gent 

o blows and 

HUBBY WAS A BRUTE i..2 ¢ 7 
laughs. Of wil e got many 

Benny ™.c.d From the moment 

: ne came on tne \ t ped dream- 

Houston, Dec. sofa : , Fonw of 

June Knight, former stage and |pj> gags 2a feud’ with 

screen star, testified before District! Preg Allen ' hat pparently 
'Court Judge Ben Wilson here that! was just what the val air base 
ier husband, Arthur A. Cameron,! doctors ordered As was to be ex- 
oil millionaire, ‘beat me, half-choked | pected, his crossfire patter with Miss 
me, kidnaped the baby and threat- | Livingstone, Schlepperman and 
ened to take him to Mexico if I}Rochester hit the bulls-eve., and the 
wouldn't give up my interest in our|boys out front couldn't get enough 
property.’ As a result of testimony, | of it. Even the Benny fiddle was 
Cameron's Texas properties werejgiven a workout via ‘Love in 
ordered placed in receivership. |Bloom’ and ‘Ragtime.’ 

Miss Knight ho seeks $4.000 Eleanor Whitney did some trick 
nonth alimony during pendency of (Continued on page 47) 
divorce suit filed by her on Nov. 25, | imag ain ome ea 

arried Cameron in Beverlv Hills 

n 1938 









UNITED 
STATES 








It will cost money to defeat 
Germany, Japan and Italy. 
Our government calls on you 
to help now. 

Buy war savings bonds or 
stamps today Bu y them 
every day if you can But 
buy them on a regular basis. 
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PIX GUESTERS OFF RADIO 





British-Made Film Poses Delicate 
Problem for Haysites; Violates Code 


+ —_——_—- 
+ a 


AWAIT 3 











——_—— > 


Hays office has another censorship 
hot poti ito on its hands in ‘Next of 
Kin,’ British-made Government film —i . 
being released by Universal in the His play, ‘Sweet Charity,’ having 
U. S. ‘Kin’ has more lurid dialog | premiered Monday (28) at the Mans- 
than anything that has ever made | field, N. Y., Irving Brecher returns 
the Production Code Authority blush|to Metro tomorrow (Thurs.). He 
heretofore. Only this time it’s a film/has been away 13 weeks and pro- 
which must be released in the U. S.|/ducer Arthur Freed has been SOS- 
under a treaty with the British Gov-|ing for his return. 
ernment. | Brecher and Manny _ Seff co- 

Besides th e choice language used authored the play, which Al Bloom- 
in ‘Kin, » heroine, an English girl, | ingdale, the Shuberts and Eddie 
is a rod fiend, under the influence ;}Small are financing. Brecher also 

the Nazis, hence an unwilling spy. |Nas a piece of it; likewise Monroe 
of Greenthal, ex-UA pub and ad head, 
George Ab- 


Brecher Back West 


ollowing close on the heels of the | * 2 re es 
aucun over ‘In Which — beted reer vB S. service. 
Serve’ and ‘We Are the Marines, ’ | staged. 
this latest has so many cuss words 
it throws the two other pictures 
completely in the shade, After see- 
ing ‘Kin,’ one showman cracked. 
‘Some of the expressions are so 
tough that the picture shouldn't be 
shown even to the Hays s office.’ 

Universal got the release of the 
picture after lots were drawn at the 
Hays office. Each of the eight ma- 
jors will, in turn, release a British 


Government film under the agree- IN WAR 
ment. 


If the Hays office tries to make sidan 
peletions it wou ave to ynsult P a 
deletions it would have to c St ite Grihiad ta te Sen © Cab 
with and possibly overcome objec- 
tions from the British Ministry of 
Information 





' 





of losing America’s most potent 


sortedly mad single morale medium—motion pic- 
‘ ae ‘ ve . ‘te aae ; -° , 
Kin, _— aie a ae Di pe tures—as result of the indifference of 
before = be a an ohh talk. It.| the public to the industry’s man- 
ome e > beak emphasized by | Power problem. Crichton's ‘Holly- 
the } ie whic! irred wh n the wood Gets Its Teeth Kicked In’ deals 
aol , . we me > > 
~ m ” peed oF wn and the re-| ith the phenomena responsible for 
leppe Tralt aS = ; the apathy 
sultant needless loss of life. Picture Crichton explains that it ‘doesn’t 
; "aWS & i incompetence ate ’ , 
ag gel nee eth Aang aritetn mean that people hate the movies; 
n & hi : . | sans n¢ »y have > 
and, for this reason, British Ministry + 2 cage r= Mess pease nen 
of Information officials in the U. S. ee a ok - 
q 1 it xt © to rel wood swimming pools, Hollywood 
a considered ris slease 
+ se iderea it unwil ( eiea castles. Hollywood income tax re- 
m nere 


; Hollywood scandals. The idea 
Teddy Carr, United Artists manag- ° 

ing director in England, arranged for 

the distribution of the film in Amer- 
ica, on his last visit here, after con- 
sultation with and approval of the 
British War Ministry. Deal was de- 
layed while objections of the Infor- 
mation Ministry were aired. 


trayyry 
utils, 


| that this might be lost makes Amer- 
ica laugh right out loud. 

‘I'm speaking on my own because 
I don't want to get anybody in Holly- 
wood involved and I don’t want any- 
one taking the blame for my views,’ 
he writes. ‘Do I care if Hollywood is 
|seriously crippled? Yes. Do you care 





lier’s draws attention to the danger | 


Big Air Shows Can’t Get 
Names and Hollywood Stu-| 
dios ‘Cue’ Its Stars to Con- 
centrate Their Earnings 


Via Pix, Not Radio 


‘EXCHANGE’ SYSTEM 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Studios are having the word 


at home. In other words 
from. radio. Not willing to stick 
out their necks by telling their high 

contractee you musnt, 


9 | bracket itre ot S yi 1usn’t,’ 
the procedure is more devious, gen- 


erally via agents handling percent- 
age lists for radio. 

It’s beginning to hurt, but there’s 
nothing the agencies or networks 
can do about it. Talent buyers are 
feeling the squeeze but, pressure 
being the worst part of discretion, 
they just grin and bear it. Nat- 
urally, the big idea is to keep away 
from microphones those whose earn- 
ings hit the ceiling. The studios 
want their stars to know, ever so 
firmly if not too hig « that if 
|there’s only $67,200 to be earned 
this year they inne ‘prefer’ that 
it be used up before the cameras 
rather than rationed off in part on 
the kilocycle time. 

Lux Hard Hit 

The blow falls harder on Lux 
Radio Theatre than any of the oth- 
ers because of the type and \um- 
ber of guesters used on their glo 


(Continued on page 45) 





Disney Returns With 
Mexican Material For 


New Good Wil Cartoon 


Hollywood Dec. 29. 
Walt Disney returned from a three- 





iif the movies go out of b ne »Yes ap 
— Do hig chot week stay il Mexico with back- 
“"1LNnel ) ( Cale il eve y DIE, Srit } 
= : ' " ; 7ro i material f t cond La 
Gwenn ill, McClintic in Hollywood goes broke? No | American feat 1s a gesture of 
e B t I care a 1 Vo care ana ie . 4 5 ° . 
R | [ § { \ cal d ng keep Pa L to the i 
» ca es | c 4 uf } . 
ep aces n 1S ers egg ‘ Re 4h P he Rio Grande I € ) the A 
llvwooe fro King tne ve 
. “en Se thas Ohl hese war days’| cartoon will be ‘Surp Packa 
pictures of its life in these war days with 7 nd 
or S oie in e " . 4 ‘wr.’ oF rT 1 W nm i spec 1 5 tL1O Se I | i¢ 1Or 
Vic sa VS y I ‘ 4 ii- 
she ‘ ‘ H ¢ Mexi » una t subtit La Pin- 
) movi ) oO 
ta 
: . whan » 2 ¢ t TO 
With Edmund Gwenn forced out : , , Rot , Disney troupe broug } 00 
of the newly-arrived ‘Three Sisters’ relax he runs a movie at the wi feet << 16 1 a la rie , AI 
at the Barrymore, N. Y with in- House, that Stalin bombarded W MR vets ce ew ' futy 
yn , : ee : de THWkie wit] vestions bo hunareds of sketches and doze [ 
fluenza on Christmas day, Guthrie | dell Willkie wi que ol We pir 
‘ale Hollvw j hat Winston Churct records waxed by Mexican singe 
McClintic, who directed the Chekhov | "Ollywood; tha > os 7 ’ 
j l ths himself back to healt} and bands. Trip was made with the 
revival, has stepped into the part. | '@Us! mse! ACK let af the UT O Geeieemens ol 
Gwenn is not expected back until | Hollywood films; that 90.000.000 of NeESSINE OL 1 , Jepartment o 
ah a l ‘ l ( ack until ' k plank ‘our doug inn : State and the entourage was wa ly 
ater lt ne weeK ‘ . alin ul 
McClintic’s appearance a Dr. | ' ledge’ to get reli ) k | received | Avila Camacho, p 
i i iA « c a as jent f Mex 
Chebutykin marks his first stage ap- | 4 var and worl 
pearance since 1927. In that yea Crichton commends tha 
he toured with Fay Bainter A] | should be kept acting in p Vy he es ‘ 
r “ , , +1} R tal aw = m . = q 
Woods’ production of ‘Jealousy McCormick Cuts Hand; 
prior to its N. Y. opening. In those | 3! and studio . = : 
lays McClintic was hharacter ar { ido I L t e Pp f 
. MoClintic was = character « , ontinues r eriormance 
Ol Ole essayed in ‘Three Siste1 O p! 
S one ) +} most difficult n ’ e ( ’ | i\ 
Chebutykin’s vodka-imb ) 
scene in second act one of show nd Keep Oo ' t [ , é 
stand rit | } la nig ‘ (94 
McClint performance of ‘The Damask Chee} 


CUlll s wife, Katharine Cor- 
nell, who presents and acts in ‘Sis- 
- s, described her husband's per- 
oOrmance as °C ¢ she ‘ “ : 

commendable. She N ] icArthi ir gave Abbott &: C ostello 


(Continue ) ¢ 7) : : = 
- d on page 47 la plaque ‘in grateful appreciation of 


Itwo vears of Army camp entertain- 


. ° ment unexcelled as a morale build- 
Helen O'Connell Leaving = 
Jimmy Dorsey Band 


A. & C. Plaqued 


Hollywood, Dec. 29 
Enlisted men and officers at Fort 





_ » , 
ing force 
Presentation was made Monday. 


Nick Stuart Marries 


_ Helen O'Connell, credited with be- St. Louis, Dec: 
Ing a strong b.o. draw with Bob Nick Stuart, former film player 





90 


TY 
Eberly in the Jimmy Dorsey orches- | now the maestro of his own band, 


tra, leaves that band after the cur-|° as wed for the fourth time last 
rent stay at the Strand theatre, N.Y.| week to Martha Burnett, of Biloxi, 
She will be replaced by Kitty Kal- |! Miss 

len, formerly with Jack Teagarden Stuart, currently in his 16th week 


Miss O’Connell is leaving the! at the Club Continental, Hotel Jef- | 
hg outfit mainly to stay in New | ferson, is 38. His first wife was Sue 
ge near her fiance, with the Army | C ) while | econd and 
‘ ' Force She will do radio and| was Rut S} net t married at 
neg ‘ rk. | jivorced hin bo 

—— 
we 


the Playhouse, N. Y. Accident oc- 


+} + 


| 
|curred as the actor was openir 
bottle of champagne. Because it y 
| Christmas Eve, it was McCoy cha: 
pagne 


As he tried to pull the cork from 
the bottle, McCormick gashed his 
hand, but turned quickly to hide it 
from the audience. As Flora Robson 
and Celeste Holm continued the 


CLARIFICATION 


passed around to keep their stars | 
, stay away | 





— 


Some 50 Specific Contracts Further 
Muddle the $25,000 Ceiling As Zero 


Hour Approaches; See a Test Suit 


> ee a eee 


Milton L. Cashy Major company heads were sched- 


uled to meet in Washington with U.S 








Veteran Banker and Advisor 
Gives Some Sage Advice 
on for further discussions on the income 
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT ceiling and wage stabilization in an 


effort to get clarification regarding 
FOR HOLLYWOOD PEOPLE some 50 cases involving contractual 


obligations, which have been sub- 
various producer-dis- 


Treasury officials yesterday (Tues.) 


‘ an Added Feature tin 
mitted by 


tributors. 


‘Show Business 
deadline’ ap- 


. + AS the Dec. 31 

At War proaches, when the $67,200 gross in- 
come ceiling goes into effect, indus- 
try attorneys representing several 
oj . ° ° . 
37th Anniversary Number major companies are still working 
on formulas designed to meet the 
of [new conditions. 


theme of the 


Among those reported in the 
Capital were Barney Balaban, Aus- 
tin Keough, N. Peter Lathvon, Joe 
Hazen, Y. Frank Freeman and Nick 
Schenck. A talk with Lowell 


ARIETY 
Melilett regarding script censorship 


was also planned. 
Despite all that’s been written 
WI and said about the $67,200 gross 
a a earned income edict, confusion still 


prevails in the trade when it comes 


to application of the regulations in 
specific cases. U. S, Treasury of- 
ficials stated from the beginning 


that many questions relating to the 
regulations would remain unan- 
swered for the time being. 

As a result, and likely because 
A quiet shakeup in the hierarchy Treasury officials are swamped with 
of the Office of War Information’s queries from scores of industries, 
| Various subdivisions gave increased] jt is reported that request for a 
status Jast week to the Overseas | definite ruling on the specific cases 
en Picture unit. The organiza- (Continued on page 38) 
tion has ceased being a division of 











——___.. 


Washington, Dec. 29. 








«| 
the OWI and assumes the rank of a Pa 

| bureau ? ° 

Move puts it on a par with the Harper’s Bazaar Editor 
{Bureau of Motion Pictures, which i 

the unit headed by Lowell Mellett. Alieges She Had Collab 
Pre deals entirely with domestic 

films. Coincidentally, Robert Riskin D 1 Wi hG R L 

| forme! Hollywood producer-writer, ea it ypsy ose ce 
who heads the Overseas Film Bu —— 

reau, assumes a status On a par witl I 





souise Hovick, known as Gypsy 








scene, Joan Tetzel, who wa 


stage at the time, attracted the at- 


also on 


tention of the stage manager and 
then sauntered over near the wings 
| to get a bandage he handed her. She 

| slipped it to McCormick and he | 
| bound the cut. 


Whole incident wa over s0 
quickly even Miss Robson was un- 
Vare if it until af tne wa 

| McCo co ) j 
D rry i \ 








-~ tt baad tose Lee was named as a defend- 
: ! ! 1! ; fro: an, d jail, WHE a Hole Of i ue Was filed 
= es between Riskin and Melle n N. Y ipreme Court last week, 
} Hut primarily a a matte of more ! rN 4 two causes oO action 
d Risl p wa he ak Dorothv Wheelock, 
] ha hea h ¢ f heir . ‘ Y , 
Latte! 3 ) ite edltol ot riarpers 
. ? ' . 
} iny ) B Bazaal } Se ne collaborated 
0 in motion pictures and dea ; the dancer in the latter’s book 
foreign audience Riskin wa | (Cc : ) 19) 
ont » } Io 
bossed by botl the Motior Picture | — oe ; 
sul i ind Oversea branct | =] 
To «ws und Kd Stanl oft | 
tne Publica ) Burea of Ove it] 
Playwright Robert Sherwoot SRIETY 
director of the Overseas branch and Trad Mark Registered 
ww Riskin 1 ibject only to his FOUNDED BY SIME ILVERMA 
Sherwood mmediately under OWI ||| Published Weekly by VARIETY. Inc 
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Trenton, Dec. 29. 1! Obituary 46 
Hollywood reports _ that Dick | ]| ee tn . 
Foran, picture cowboy, is about to Orchestras .. 34 
marry a second time, were con-j|}|| Pictures ........ ; ae 
firmed today by his mother, Mrs. ||| Radio oF 
“ 4 ’ | Be See 
{Arthur F. Foran, at Flemington, | Radi ends > a0 
; : : io Reviews....... . ad 
iN. J. The bride-to-be is Carole | 
rT. : 7 Casi Adnertiio on 
Gallagher, Universal starlet. Foran || vaudeville . iri a oe 
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oldier-Correspondent (Ex-Stagehand) 


Reviews Home Ta 


lent Show and Calls 


It Boffo Because of Morale Value 


a + ve 


Morrison Field, 
West Palm Beach, Dec. 16 
Editor, ‘Variety’: 

Just saw my first home 

stage show given by service men. 
It’s given in a hangar, a new one, 
way out of sight from most of the 
barracks. The stage is about 30 
feet square. It’s just a raised plat- 


form on horses about 3 ft. high, set | 


in the middle of the hangar, along 
the wall of a long side. The back- 
ground is about 10 feet high, re’ 


goods, with gold decoration. The 
center piece is a Christmas item, 
with candle design, etc. 

Seats are iron folding benches 


and wooden benches. There were 
about 600 present with a few girls 
also. 

Orchestra is 10 men, bass, saxa- 
phone, accordian, violin, two clar- 
inets, two cornets, drums, tuba, no 
leader, I mean nobody stood up. 


On floor off audience right was a 
long screen for actors’ use. 

Two mikes, one front downstage 
center, one left corner where a guy 
sat reading a book, a la ‘Hellzapop- 
pin.’ 

On posts are one horn each for 
sound. 

Man took photos of each act and, 
at finish, a group photo. No makeup, 
except the ‘girls,’ and that’s exagger- 
ated. 

Here is the running order of the 
show which ran an hour: 

(1) Open emcee Walter Keenan, 
{the only name I know); (2) cornet 
player (from pit); (3) juggler busi- 
ness with real egg; (4) Supreme 

(Continued on page 46) 


PHILLY WARNERITES 





HAVE A BRIGHT IDEA 


Philadelphia, Dec. 29. 
The Warner Club last week set up 
an organization to keep the 350 guys 


from the Warner organization now in | 


service happy. 
The group—set up by Ted Schlan- 
ger, zone boss and Al Zimbalist, 


Warner Club prexy—is to be known | 


as the Warnerettes. It’s composed of 
gals in the office. 
signed a ‘man’ now in uniform. 


Her duty is to write to her ‘man’ 


at least once a week; keep him 
posted as to the office gossip. Be his 
contact in Philly, for any errands he 
wants done. If he is in need of 
funds for emergency, the Warnerette 
to relay the need to Warner Club 
officials, and the money is taken 
from the treasury. 

The Warnerettes are also planning 


Se 
is 


to publish a weekly newspaper with | 


all the dope from Vine street and 
Warners. 


Pix, Bowling, All-Night 


Dancing for War Workers 


Buffalo, Dec. 29. 
When a major studio a few months 
ago released a B screen item having 
to do with the antics of a band show 
nit doub! worker-entertainers 


a 


in a defense plant, the story was 


generally poo-pooed as being far- 
fetcher 

Recently defense plant workers 
on the swing shift in Buffalo plane 


plants organized a council to pro- 
vide amusement and recreation fo1 
employees working on the twilight 
to midnight trick. Dubbed the ‘Sec- 
ond Shift Recreation Council,’ offi- 
cers of the group gave as the pur- 
pose of the organization the im- 
provement of morale and the reduc- 
tion of absenteeism. President Rich- 
ard McClellan, Curtiss-Wright as- 
semblyman, stated: ‘In the past, sec- 


ond-shifters could only go home, eat. | 


listen to the radio, read a book and 
go to bed. The Council plans ‘9 
give ’em motion pictures, 
and roller skating for early morning 
hours, as well as all-night dancing.’ 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Alfred Hitchcock. 
Clem Beauchamp. 


N. Y. to L.A. 


rvine 2rachar 
Irving recner, 


talent 


Each one is as- | 


bowling | 
| €x-radio, sang witk. the ‘Sugar Blues’ | 





| ‘NOT ALL GANGSTERS’ 


Gang Pix Influence Seemingly 
Lingers in British Mind 


London, Dec. 26. 
Gangster films of the past came 
in for a slap last week from the 


British Navy, Army and Air Forces | 


Institutes. Comment appeared in a 


ish girls working in canteens that 
serve American soldiers. Pamphlet 


| deeds of Yanks on leave. 

Cracks on films came in final para- 
sraphs of caution to the gals: ‘Don't 
| talk about Chicago gansters as if 
| they represented 90% of the popu- 
lation of America. The films have 
| fostered this impression, but the 
vast majority of American people 
live very much as we do ‘ 





Radio Actor, Now Coast 


Guardsman, Adrift 21 
Days in Atlantic Storm 


Radio has its own version of 
Eddie Rickenbacker who was re- 
cently rescued after drifting around 
the Pacific Ocean. Radio’s candi- 
|date is Curtis Arnall, radio actor 


and now a chief boatswain’s mate in | 


ithe Coast Guard. 

Along with a crew of eight he 
drifted about the Atlantic Ocean, in 
an auxiliary yawl, for 21 days be- 
fore being rescued the day before 
| Christmas. 
| The yawl was blown out to sea in 
la gale and was buffeted about for 
| three weeks, during which time 't 
covered 3,100 miles, before the res- 
cue was effected. At one time the 


located by planes only to have the 
| storm close in again. 


| yawl was taken in tow by a des- 
|troyer only to have the hawser 
| break. Several times they were 
| 
| 


Poor 


é 


+ 


++ 





Dick Gilbert’s $759,485 Bonds 
| With War Bond pledges totalling 


} $759,485 for 22 days of actual selling, | 


TY L- ™~  lhart g 
Dick Giuoert on 


M 


onday (28) was 
| heading into the stretch of a month’s 
idrive which utilized legit, film, and 
jrecord cooperation on his daily disc 
jockey programs (1-3 and 5-5:45 p. m. 
lat WHN, N. Y. Average daily sales 
have been $34,522. 

Guest-stars for the month have 
been Lillian and Dorothy Gish, Vin- 
cent Price, Benny Baker, Keenan 
| Wynn, Gregory Peck, K. T. Stevens, 
|Bruce McFarlane, Oscar Karlweiss 
jand Canada Lee. 


Shows which gave ducats for 
$500 or $1,000 pledges were ‘Life 
|With Father,’ ‘Strip for Action,’ 


|‘Native Son,’ ‘Great Big Doorstep,’ 
| ‘Rosalinda,’ ‘Let’s Face It,’ ‘Counsel- 
|lor-at-Law,’ ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ 
Russian People ' ‘Yankee Point.’ 
‘Stars On Ice,’ ‘Janie,’ ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ ‘Willow and I,’ ‘Claudia,’ 
Conrad,’ ‘Angel Street,’ and 
and Garter’ (at $2,000 a pair). - 

Film-recorded tieups were effected 
lon ‘We Are the Marines’ at the 
iGlobe (Tony -astor’s waxing of 
‘The Marine’s Hymn’ going to buy- 
jers of $100 bonds), and ‘Springtime 
|In the Rockies’ with a similar deal 
jon Harry James’ platter, ‘I Had the 
'Craziest Dream.’ 


Jack Sherr Vs. Clyde McCoy 
Memphis, Dec. 29. 


\'a band battle between Seaman Jack 
| Sherr, ex-Hotel St. Moritz (N.Y.) 
maestro, and Specialist Clyde Mc- 
Coy’s band. Seaman Jack Emerson, 
| bond. Benefit for 


Fund. 


| 


Navy Welfare 





Gregory Morton’s Army Chores 

Camp Lee, Va., Dec. 29. 
Gregory Morton, former Broadway 
actor in the Quartermaster Corps 
here, is doing a number of radio 


programs over WRVA and WRNL, | 


e CBS and Mutual stations 


chmond, and 


est 


€ 
jin R 


reads two UP 


four-page booklet of advice to Brit- | 


outlined correct reaction to talk and | 





H. Allen Smith 


He of the “Totem Pole,” Gives 
Out with a New Kind of Jive on 


° ° r ”° 
“Alice in Wonderland 
(Alec Woolleott eut ef ‘Variety’ Argot) 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











hilly’s New Negro 


Canteen Opens In 


An Awkward Aura 


Philadelphia, Dec. 29. 


A Canteen which opened 


men is headed for a short and 











‘Star 


Ellis Aud here was the scene of | 


stormy career. 
The Canteen 
'group of colored citizens headed by 


is sponsored by a 


‘Thomas (Duke) Morgan, a Negro 
‘songwriter who is porter in the 
model agency operated by Gwen 


|'Schoch, a member of the committee 
of the American Theatre Wing’s 
Stage Door Canteen. 

In the first place the Negro canteen 
was opposed by a large segment of 
the colored population here. Some 
of the prominent Philly Negroes 
claimed that opening such a_ spot 
would ‘encourage segregation.’ Others 
leare backing ‘a colored USO project 
l|which is skedded to open early in 
January. 

Morgan and his group opened the 
Canteen in a spot called the ‘Elates 
i|Club’ in South Philly. It was first 
|named the ‘South Philadelphia Stage 
| Door Canteen,’ but J. Howard Reber, 
leounsel for the local Stage Door 
|Canteen, warned Morgan that the 
name was copyrighted by the Theatre 
(Continued on page 14) 


| 


ee ee ae Se ae 


Uncle Sam’s Roll Call 


DOO £446 464444646664444444446464 


jnews spots daily over the Camp Lee 
! 
;network 
In addition, he handles an orien- 
itation program at the camp. 
Li. (J. G.) Beb Taplinger, USN 
Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Robert Taplinger leaves Columbia 
Pictures’ executive post Jan. 1 to 
join the Navy as a lieutenant junior 
grade 


leave of 
|prexy Harry Cohn. 


Granted a 


absence by 


GEORGE FRENCH, U. S. A. 
Providence, Dec. 29. 

George French, manager of RKO 
Albee, entertained by local theatre- 
induction into Army 
(26). Private French received a ring 


men prior to 


and a scroll. 

Michael Bartlett, now first lieut 
U. S. Marine Corps. 

Frederic Henry, screen _ actor, 
Army. 

Frank Santillo. ilm cutter, Marines, 


“oseph Dietrick, film cutter, Ma- | 


rines 

Edward Mann, film cutter, Signal 
Corps. 

Clarence Champaign, studio tech- 
nician, Signal Cor s. 


Sam Dalzell, studio prop man, 
| Army. 
| Hal Smith. studio technician, 
N -vy. 


| George Warga, studio prop man, 

| Navy. 

Aaron Bergner, studio grip, Navy. 

Clyde Clifton, studio technician, 

| Navy. 

Harold Smith, studio grip, Navy. 

Philly Radioites in Service 

Philadelphia, Dec. 29. 

Virginia A. Conner anc Jane Dur- 

| nin, of the KYW program and mail- 





room staff respectively, have re- 
| Signed to join the WAACs. 

Walter Smith, ex-KYW staff an- 
nouncer, will graduate from Offi- 
} (Continued on page 44) 


here | 
| Sunday night (20) for Negro service- | 


‘Daily Variety's’ Xmas Fund Cheers 
Thousands of West Coast Trainees 


+ 








FEDERICO REY’S ENCORE 


Dances at Fort Dix and Returns) 


Pronto as a Private 


On the Tuesday before Christmas, | 


Federico Rey, featured male dancer 
in Argentinita’s troupe of Spanish 
dancers, appeared before 1,200 sol- 
diers at Fort Dix as part of the 
| USO-Camp Shows Inc. unit starring 
Argentinita. 
| Four days later, under his real 
name—Frits Wittop Koning—Rey 
| was back at Dix, this time as a 
| draftee. 

A Hollander who learned Spanish 
dancing from his half-Spanish 
mother, Rey has lately won prestige 
ias a designer, using Freddy Wittop 
; as the billing. Between dancing en- 
gagements, he costumed George 
Abbott’s “Beat the Band,” “iceca- 
| pades” and the current Latin Quar- 
ter revue. 

He speaks several languages and 
hopes the Army finds a spot for him 
as an interpreter of some sort. 


Despite Her Illness, 
Camp Show Serves As. 
Tonic for ZaSu Pitts 


——- 


Memphis, Dec. 29 
ZaSu Pitts risked both cancellation 
lof a regular commercial performance 





and a serious illness to keep a per- 
2.000 
Naval 
Mainte- 


sonal appearance date with 


sailors in training at the 


Training School (Aviation 


nance) near Millington, 20 miles 
from here. 
i So new that it still is missing 


ifrom the USO itineraries, and vet 
iso old that five classes of plane 
lcrews have been graduated and sent 
| to sea duty since its commissioning 
landed the comedienne as its first 
film guest star in a show produced 
by the Welfare and Recreation De- 
partment. 

Miss Pitts had gladly agreed to 
breeze out on Saturday (19) between 


‘Her First Murder’ in Memphis and 
appear at the start of the nautical 
revue. But Saturday found her ailing 
and barely able to finish the matinee 
performance in Memphis. Her man- 
agers, doctors and the Auditorium 
management ordered the trek to 
Millington canceled, but when she 
heard that 2,000 seamen were al- 
ready waiting in the School's Audi 
| torium, she put back on the makeup 
jand put away the medicine 

She whizzed to Millington in a 
| Navy station wagon with official 
‘motorcycle escort, made a five-min- 
ute humorous talk to the aviation 
sailors, and scored such a hit that 
the response made her ‘feel like a 
new woman.’ What’s more, she was 
on time for the evening curtain in 
Memphis. 





Members of the cast say she gave 
‘the best performance of her current 
tour that night in Memophis, 


Ford Plant Backs Show 
For Bomber Fliers 
Detroit, De 29 
entertaine: amons 
Ford Willow Run 
Bomber plant is shaping up a weekly 
show for Bomber fliers hereabout. 
Backed by Local 50. UAW (‘CIO) 
rehearsal studios have set up neal 
the plant, where ‘Show For Soldiers’ 
is being whipped together. Idea at 
present is to have variety shows for 
soldiers by war workers—mostly 
e.:-professional 


With many 


employees, the 


entertainers, to be 
followed by a musical with both 
soldiers and war workers in the 
cast. 

| Union’s idea is to put out a com- 
| bined ‘This Is the Army’ and ‘Pins 





| 
|morale. 


Jan.’s War Shorts 
Three war subjects will be re- 
| joneeet through War Activities Com- 
| mittee channels in January, in ad- 
| dition to ‘You, John Jones.” special 
| short produced by Metro as a tribute 
jto the United Nations. 
| Shorts to be released are ‘Com- 
} munity Transpo. tation,’ ‘Paratroops’ 
jand ‘Mr. Smug 





_ 4 


in September, the N. T. S. Station | 


matinee and night performances of | 


1} . ; + +}, 
; Cals Came into we 


|to piék up gifts. 


land Needles,’ as a show for home| 





Hollywood, Dec. 29. 

‘Daily Variety’ staged its second 
annual Christmas fund for boys jn 
khaki this year and within a week's 
time was able to present the sol- 
diers stationed at Camp Young, the 
largest training center of the 
United States Army, located about 
160 miles from Hollywood, with 
gifts enough to pretty nearly give 
a present to each enlisted man of 
|the many, many thousands being 
trained there for desert warfare. 
The amount of coin given Chaplain 
John Leach was close to the $2,500 
mark, which was subscribed in de- 
nominations from $1 to $250, be- 
/ Sides about two of those two and 
one-half ton army trucks loaded with 





gifts, which included an_ upright 
| piano, an entire transcription 
library of 16-inch records, phono- 


graps, radios, duffel bags filled with 
gifts, sweaters, candies, book, ciga- 
rets, pipes, golf clubs and almost any- 
thing that a soldier thousands of 
miles away from home would en- 
joy. 

Last year, on three days’ notice, 
|‘Daily Variety’ provided Christmas 
cheer for the lads at Fort McArthur, 
which took care of the entire en- 
listed personnei, This year it de- 
cided that, in view of the fact that 
the lads at Camp Young were far 
away from home and that they 
were almost to the shipping point 
and in constant training, which 
would make them forego a Christ- 
mas leave, that they should be re- 
cipient’s of the Yule cheer through 
if First Lieut. 


‘s collection medium. 
David Bramson, who last year was 
public relations officer at McArthur, 
held the same post at Young, and 
came to Hollywood with a score of 
rmy trucks, 10 enlisted men and 
Chaplain Leach. It was a _ whirl- 
wind campaign for the week to get 
everything possible to keep the boys 
happy on Christmas 
All Radio Helps Out 

All important radio stations in 
the Los Angeles area cooperated in 
the campaign for gifts. Stations 
KFI, KECA, KNX, KHJ, KFWB, 
KMPC and other stations affiliated 
with the Columbia, National Broad- 
casting, Blue network and Mutual 
chains for four days carried an- 


;nouncements of the celebration and 


did so about every two hours in 
place of other sustaining announce- 
ments, which bore great results. 
Robert Arden, who does a special 
war column for ‘Daily Variety,’ 
‘America Looks Abroad,’ did excep- 
tional work during his radio periods 
each night. He obtained from his 
ponsor, Dr. Cowan, one 15-minute 
period exclusively to tell about 
Camp Young and had as his guests 
Chaplain Leach and Arthur Ungar, 
editor of ‘Daily Variety.’ It was 
an ad lib talkfest and within an hour 
after it that evening more than 25 
‘Variety’ office 


Also helping with 


his program over KFWB was Al 
Jarvis, ‘Make Believe  Ballrcom,’ 
, who interviewed Cpl. Kreushen, 


operator of the Camp Young radio 

station. That brought fine results, 

too 

| All of the studios here cooperated 
with gifts coming in in 

arge quantities Bette Davis sent 


7 
|} as Well, 


100 individual gifts each bearing her 
own signed Christmas card; at Re- 
public the employees sent over 300 
gifts, with the Universal boys and 
girls sending ove: 150 ~=presents 
Other studios sent in cash and pres- 
ent 


Top gift to the lads was that ar- 
ranged by Sid Strotz, vice-prexy of 
NBC, who had Jack Richardson, 
Coast head of NBC’s recording di- 
vision, select an entire library of 
transcriptions numbering more than 
900 and dispatched them two nights 
before Christmas to Camp Young, 
©o that the 24-hour Christmas show 
that Cpl. Krushen had planned could 
have a variety of records that would 
not involve repeats. 
| The last truck left ‘Daily Va- 
| riety’ office shortly before midnight 
(Continued on page 14) 


No Doubling 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Former extras, now in uniform, 


jare being warned against changing 
|over to civvies while on furlough to 
earn a few bucks at their old trade. 
Regulations permit shedding olive 
irab Only while lounging at 
jor out of public view. 


home 
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| Film Salesmen Burned Up at Their PREPARE 71) COPE Wall Street Cheered on Film Backlog 
Forgotten Man’ Status; Can't Get Gas | WITH SHORTAGES {hat Includes Many Top Features; 


But Urged to Push Propaganda Pix Over 200 Pictures Await Distribution 


Pitsbursh. | WB’S§ ACAD SHORTS Increased Consideration | WAC’s Proud Record |}, ©2"2° Portion of the bullish en- 


Editor ‘Variety: thusiasm generated for motion pic- 


A huge chorus of resentment and ART GROUP NAMED in D. C. As Means of Con- | By FRANCIS S. HARMON ture shares in Wall Street during 
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two-reeler, ‘Beyond the Line of aliments 
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American film business. Latest 












































he gas rationing edicts of the Gov- ; . ‘ 
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arnment, ’ ’ . x 1aicates e 
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in turn the distributing organiza- | Ferguson, William — Ferrari, Bob declaration against duals was gen- p jing factor to the Street because it i 
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ee) — F | shortage become more acute WPB|remaining froze fun in Greatjules in line with the scarcity of 
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Nick Schenck-Mellett Statement 





Nicholas M. Schenck, president of Loew's, Inc., issued a statement 
Monday (28) referring to the meeting held in New York last Wednes- 


dav (23) to the effect 


that the purpose was ‘To review the 


product 


produced by the industry during the past 12 months relating to the war 


effort and to discuss the assistance 


the industry by the Bureau of Mo 
Information. We took occasion to 


and cooperation made available to 
tion Pictures of the Office of War 
express the industry's thanks and 


appreciation for the helpful and constructive assistance given to us 
by Mr. Mellett in dealing with the many new and novel problems with 


which the industry had to contend since Pearl Harbor. 


italics ours.—Ed.] 
‘Both the industry's cooperation 


, “a! > 
Motion Pictures have been on a purely voluntary basis. 


{Following 


and the services of the Bureau of 
The element 


of voluntary cooperation which has characterized our relationships in 
the past will continue in the future.’ . 
Mellett’s letter of confirmation to Schenck read, in part, as follows: 
‘Put on paper, the pertinent part of my statement to you 1s that 
our office is not asking the producers of pictures to submit such pic- 
tures to us at any stage of production—original story, shooting script, 


finished picture. We 
motion picture 


long cut or 
purpose of the 


industry to 


are suggesting, however, that the 
cooperate as fully as 


possible in the war effort will be best served if pictures or proposed 


pictures are brought to our attenti 
duction. Our aim is to simplify 


on at each of these stages of pro- 
the procedures that now prevail. 


The nearer a picture approaches completion, the more difficult and 


expensive becomes the making of 
judgment may seem necessary.’ 


any alteration that in our mutual 








Trade’s Alarm Over Mellett-OWI Fi m 
Censorship Ideas Begins to Abate 


— “ 


Industry toppers, following several 
meetings last week, remained aloof 
to Lowell Mellett’s proposal that 
scripts on all planned productions be 
submitted to the Bureau of Motion 
Pictures for judgment prior to actual 
filming. 

Though acutely aware of the cen- 
sorship implications in Mellett’s re- 
quest, there appeared to be no un- 
due alarm over the development be- 
cause both Elmer Davis, OWI chief, 
and Mellett had that the 
Office of War Information had ‘ 
right of compulsion over the picture 


stressed 
no 


companies’ as such. 
A meeting was held last Wednes- 
day (23) with Nick Schenck, Barney 


Balaban, N. Peter 


York. This conference apparently 
resulted merely in a statement of 
views from the producers and. a 


reiteration of his previous proposal 
by Mellett. 

While in Washington yesterday 
(Tuesday) on Wage Stabilization 
matters, company heads planned to 


drop in on Mellett. Brief, fully 
outlining the difficulties which 
would face the industry as a result 


of the proposed censorship, will be 
left with the OWI for further study 


The Producers Association previ- 
ously passed the Mellett develop- 
ment along to the company presi- 
dents in New York as the former 


group Obviously considered it too 
hot to handle. For a time there was 
some thought of issuing an Official 
reply from the industry as a whole 
to Mellett’s proposal. This was later 
decided against since the subject was 
distinctly a production matter. 


Various studio had meantime 
been advised against making indi- 
vidual replies to Mellett’s letter, 
pendi further study. On the whole 
= € ( lal U 
oct , Pp} I it 
theme 1 is Mu ils and other 
pureiy escapist films. Dzifficuities of 
production wh of necessit} 

Ove ( CKiY ere 1} € ipNe 

f cise ( If the effect of 
every non-war theme as first to be 


weighed in relation to the effect it 
might conceivably Have upon the 
public at a given time, 
heads were of opinion that needless 
additional hurdles in production 
would be encountered. 

Some company execs felt. also, 
that once even mild form of Fed- 
eral censorship is imposed it stands 
a good chance of remaining after the 
war and increasingly 


pecoming 





restrictive. Also recalled was Presi- 
dent Roosevelt's declaration, at the 
time Mellett was appointed Coor- 
dinator of Government Filn 


want no censorship of the film.’ 
Opinion was divided last week on 
the Mellett proposal, 


inclined to take it too seriously. 


nce t was not a directive, and 
at nf tt Coc linatol! NV uld 
( r lat to 
Ot} that 

a ¢ € 


Rathvon, Joe} 
Hazen and Mellett attending in New | 
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Studio Contracts 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 








Frances Ward, Powers’ model, 
signed by Metro. 
Edith Head's designer option 


lifted by Paramount. 

Mimi Chandler’s player contract 
with Paramount approved by Su- 
perior Court. 


Hermes Pan drew an option lift 
for one year as dance director at 
20th-Fox. 

Patti Brilhante, stage actress, 
signed by RKO. 

Anthony Quinn’s actor contract 


renewed by 20th-Fox. 

Dave Willock inked actor pact at 
20th-Fox. 

Phil Silvers’ player option picked 
up at 20th-Fox. 


tor by Republic. 
Paramount signed Murray Burnett 
and Joan Alison, writer. 





company | 


some execs not] 


WB SETS FILM DEAL 
VIA HEARST FOR HOLLE 


' 


| Warners’ picture deal with 13- 
year-old George William Holle, whe 


4han TY ¢ Misrinac 
vile U. JO ViGLAICS Cat 


fought in the South Pacific until 
military officials discovered his real 
was set 
| Hearst press. 
| Jack Malloy, editor of the Chicago 
Herald-American, talked with Jack 
|L. Warner and helped arrange the 
deal. Warners pian to star Holle in 
a picture about the Marines. 


; ++ »| ‘ 
joined ! 


age, largely through the 


R. McC. Marsh Succeeds 
Judge Veeder on Board 


Federal Judge Henrv W. Goddard 
yesterday (Tuesday) n the VU. §S 
District Court, filk le Vari y oi 
the three-man Apps B of the 
motion picture arbitratio system by 
naming Robert McC. Marsh. a mem- 
ber of the board. He will fill the 
unexpired term of Judge Van Vech- 


ten Veeder who recently died 
Veeder was chairman of the Appeal 
board and was ppointed on N 
20, 1940, for a three-year term 
George W. Alger, of the board. 
was made chairman, the third arbi- 
ter is Albert W. Putnam, both ap- 
|pointed on Feb. 1, 1941. 
| A hearing was held at the Federal 
|court on Monday (28) on motion of 
the U. S. Government for the ap- 
|pointment of a new chairman. At- 
torneys for film companies attended 
the hearing but made no suggestions 
as to a successor to the board. 


Judge 


NOV 


} 


‘| Leonard’s Aussie Yarn 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Robert Z. Leonard’s next chore at 


| Metro is a two-way job as director 
and co-producer on the Charles 
Laugtl l I ‘The M Fron 
Down Ut 
Filming sta Jan. 4 0. O 
Tr) 1 e ths +} 
AJ ULL é 





| 
j 
| 
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| film 


Jory Pilots ‘Gunmaster’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 


Next high-budget western on 
Harry Sherman’s slate for United 
Artists release is ‘Gunmaster,’ a 
pioneer tale written by Norman 


Houston. 


Victor Jory makes his debut as a 
director in the picture, slated 
for a Jan. 20 start. 





GAS RATIONING 





150% 


HTS MICHIGAN 


Detroit, Dec. 29. 
While gas rationing has not seri- 


|ously affected Detroit, reports from 


out-State indicate that it has hit the 
smal! towns hard. Film salesmen 
who contact the up-State towns are 
gloomily reporting that as high as 
of them are shuttering for the 
duration. 

Towns in the sparsely settled up- 
State regions of Michigan, former 


|lumber communities or widespread 


| farm 


| 


} 


settlements, depended greatly 
on the trade that drove into town. 
It's gone and what’s more even the 
State isn’t wasting any gas to sweep 
open snowbound roads in such sec- 
tions. A few houses are planning 
to keep open weekends to see if they 
can make a go of it on the farmers 
big Saturday nights, but others see 
the writing on the wall and are 
ducking out before they take any 
further loss. ‘ 

In one small town the exhibitor 
tried to work out a bus policy of 
pickups for his patrons but the local 
rationing board frowned on the pro- 
posal as ‘non-essential.’ 


N.Y. METRO EMPLOYEE 


MYSTERIOUSLY SLAIN 


Herbert Holtz, 34, assistant cashier 
at the Metro exchange in New York, 


| was mysteriously shot and killed af- 


Joseph Santley renewed as direc- | 
| street near Columbus Circle. 


| York 


ter midnight Saturday (26) in New 
York as he was climbing stone steps 
leading from Central Park to the 
No at- 
tempt was made to rob him. 

Police, baffled by the apparent lack 
of motive, were looking for a man 
and woman seen running from near 
the place where Holtz was killed 
just after the shooting. They entered 
a sedan and drove off. 


a 


N. Y. Exhibs Salvaged 


9,000 Tons of Copper 


Exhibs in the 
area have 


metropolitan New 
salvaged approxi- 
mately 9,000 pounds of copper, 
according to a group report issued 
Jast week by the War 
Ccmmittee. Understood that a 
greater tonnage was salvaged when 
copper turned over to local junk 
dealers is figured 

Exhibs have advisec. the WAC they 
will stage ‘copper’ instead of ‘scrap 
natinees’ in response to the Govern- 
ment request for a copper collection 


arive 


Freeman in N. Y. 

Y. Frank Freeman is 
York tomorrow 
fer with 


due in New 
(Thursday) to con- 
industry leaders there on 
getting proper classification for pic- 
ture people armed forces 
Idea is to have film workers in uni- 
form transferred to branches of serv- 
ice more adaptable to their talents 

He’s in Washington currently on 
wage stabilization. 


now in 





Films’ First 
$1,000,000,000 


Production 
By OSCAR DOOB 


ho gives us some patriotic lowdown 


yn the pix | 


an Added Feature in 
‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 

















Lefty's Notebook 


+o+ow 
By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


CePEE PEEP OEEEEEESESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEOES 


Coolacres, Cal., Dec. 29. 
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Dear Joe: 

I am playing Warners’ ‘Gentleman Jim’ this week, starring Erro] 
Flynn, who does a great job. There's plenty of action and some swell fight 
scenes; in fact, the best I’ve ever seen, The picture brings back plenty 
of memories of my old pal, Jim, who wasn’t the cocky, smart-alecky guy 
they picture. Jim was one of the sweetest, kindest and loyal men I've 
ever met. 

Corbett was the only one, of all the fighters that ever went into show 
business, who really could act. And that’s saying plenty because I guess 
all the champs and near-champs some time or other appeared in vaude- 
ville, burlesque or drama. Jim’s monolog was a classic as was his favorite 
story that has been used and re-used by plenty of actors. I mean the 
one he used to tell about the guy who met him in a hotel lobby and said, 
‘Don’t you remember me, Jim?’ Jim looked at him and tried to place 
him, ‘Well, I really can’t place you right now, but I do know your face. 
Where was it I met you?’ ‘Why you remember when you came back to 
Frisco after you licked John L. Sullivan and a big mob met you at the 
train?’ sez the guy. ‘Oh, sure,’ sez Corbett. ‘Well, I was the guy with 
the brown derby hat,’ the fellow replied. 

Jim really didn’t remember names. He used to greet everybody with 
‘Kello, Kid,’ even his closest pals. One day he came into the Friars Club 
and started calling the boys by their first names. I turned to Bert Hanlon 
in surprise and said, ‘Bert, did you hear Jim calling us all by our first 
names, instead of hello, kid?’ I wonder what’s got over him? And Bert 
said, ‘I guess he’s just getting over the Fitzsimmons fight!’ 

I can tell you hundreds of stories about Jim around the old Friars 
Club. He was never known to have picked a winner of any champion- 
ship fight. The day of the Dempsey-Tunney fight, Damon Runyon came 
into the club looking for Jim, to find out who he was picking to win. 
Jim wasn't around, so Damon sed, ‘I’m running an article about all the 
great fighters and who they are picking to win the fight. I can’t wait for 
Jim as we are going to press soon, so I think I'll put him down as picking 
Tunney. Jim has never picked a winner in his life and I don’t want to 
spoil his score.’ When Jim came into the club later on we told him what 
Runyon had said. He immediately tried to get Runyon on the phone to 
tell him he was picking Dempsey, not Tunney. But it was too late, the 
paper being on the streets already with Corbett picking Tunney. When 
Tunney won, Jim came into the club with a broad grin, ‘Well, boys, who 
says I can’t pick a winner? I showed ‘em; here it is black on white where 
I picked Tunney.’ 

Never will I forget the time when he met James Thornton and said, 
‘James, if you kept away from drink you'd be a great actor.’ Thornton 
gave Corbett one look over his glasses ‘his wearing ones) and said, ‘Jim, 
if you had kept away from Jeffries two rounds you'd ‘ve been a great 
fighter.’ As I said before, he was always kidded for not being able to pick 
a winner, one day he came back with this nifty, ‘Well, in my 25-round 
fight with Jeffries I picked Jeffries to win in the second round.’ Jim 
lost in the 23d. 





Watson His Tutor 

In the picture they have Jim as a member of the Olympic club of San 
Francisco. The truth is that he was Walter Watson’s assistant. Watson 
taught him all he knew about boxing. Jim became amateur champ of 
Frisco and was later made an honorary member of the Olympic club. He 
fought John L. Sullivan three exhibition rounds at Grand Opera House 
in Frisco. It was Corbett’s benefit. John L. and Jim stripped to the waist 





and fought with their dress pants and shoes on. It was after this ex- 
| hibition that Corbett turned to a friend and said, ‘I can lick John L. any- 
time I want to.’ He wasn’t bragging, he just knew he could do it. And 


he did a few years later. 

After giving the usual ‘Hello Kid’ to a stranger he would say, ‘How’s 
the folks?’ I asked him once, ‘Why do you say that, you don’t know the 
guy or his folks?’ ‘Listen kid, everybody has folks,’ was his answer 

Corbett loved to play checkers and was very good at the game. He 
was a nut about baseball, and at pinochle he would never let anyone 
get a bid away from him. He would drive to the old Waldorf-Astoria 
from his home in Bayside just te get a double portion of pistachio ice 
cream. He would raise hell with waiters about his toast. It had to be 
toasted on one side only. When he owned a saloon, many of the custom- 


rs who flooded their tonsils a bit too much would hang around to take 


‘a sock’ at the champ. Nearty all champs have that trouble when they 
become saloonkeepers. The ‘smarty’ wants to go back to the home town 


and sav he socked the champ. Of course, Jim couldn't take a chanct of 


|socking back, so he had his brother Joe looking out for the ‘smartie: and 
they had a code word between them. When Jim used the word ‘sock- 
ology’ in his conversation it meant that Joe was to ‘slug the pest 

When the late Flo Ziegfeld handled Sandow the Strong Man, they } sued 


Activities 


| take all. 


a challenge to Jim, Sandow to wrestle and Jim to fight it out, winner 
It caused a lot of controversy and plenty newspaper 
‘Could a good fighter lick of good wrestler?’ One night Jim was 

around with his pals in a restaurant in Frisco, his pals consisting of 
Frank Belcher, the great basso, who was in Jim’s show at the time; Sf 
( 1é 


headlines, 


; t 
tting 


fessor Bill Clark, ‘Bud’ Woodthorpe, Jim's secretary; Manager 

Hagan and the sporting editor of the ‘Frisco Chronicle, when In walked 
|Sandow and Ziggy. There were a few tense moments, but Jim spb hiner 
ithem to join him in a drink. Corbett and Sandow got to talking about 


their re Sandow about wrestling and feats of strength ana 


. 


pective rackets, 


Jim about fighting I can't hold horses on my chest like you do, 5anaow, 
lifferent game, said Jim. ‘With all my strength I dont tnink 
I can punch as hard as you can, Jim,’ said Sandow. Sandow , 


with Corbett’s gentlemanly bearing and they finished up great frie! 

{ believe it was all a press stunt dreamed up by Ziggy to challenge Jim. 
Jim always did a great vaudeville act, alone or with partner He fis t 

worked with Billy B. Van, then with Jack Norton, Frank Tinney anda 

finally with little Bobby Barry. Jim was a grand, sweet, gentle “i 

A great fighter and a fine gentleman. I was glad to see Warners make 


you'll get a great kick watch the 
change in style of fighting years ago and today. They couldn't get any- 
body to look more like Jim than Errol Flynn. I do hope the Warners 
will follow it up with a sequel showing the real Jim Corbett, as he re ally 
was. There’s plenty of good material in his life after the Sullivan fight 
to make another picture. 

There’s another guy by the name of Charlie Pope who just went ‘up- 
stairs’ to place his last bet. He was a terrific guy whose life would make 
a plenty interesting picture. And the bloke to write it would be Bill 
Halligan; they were closer than twelve o'clock. 

Best to the gang, sez 


a picture about him. If you see it 


Yours, 
Lefty. 


Nov. Paychecks Up | Allen’s Blonde Blowup 
Hollywood, Dec. 29. taste 


Paychecks of studio workers show | 
a slight rise for November over the | 
preceding month, with weekly earn- 
ings pegged at $59.47 average, com- 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
First film director job by Lewis 
|Allen, imported from the Broadway 


: * 1] 
Stage a year ago by Paramount, Wii 


pared to $58.15 for October. be ‘Incendiarv Blonde’ based on the 
state iaoor statistics bulletin onjcareer of Texas Guir 

ilving costs WW an increase of Betty Hutton ’ the title role 

10.9° ve - y 


with Alan Ladd as co-star. 
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Ass't Mor. Calls | 


ill,’ Clears Theatre 


Before Patrons Realize It's Real Fire 


Milwaukee, Dec. 29. 
Quick thinking by Jack Parrot, 
assistant manager of the Uptown 
theatre, de luxe Fox nabe, probably 
averted a panic among the audience 
of 400, mostly children, when fire 
proke out Saturday afternoon (26). 





| Hope, Bracken, Get Gals 
For Par’s ‘Let’s Face It’ 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 


Reynolds and _ Betty 
the femme leads op- 


Marjorie 
Rhodes draw 





MAY RESULT IN 
UME DloMISoALG 


Studio Guilds and Unions 
Move to Abrogate 36-Hr.| 
Week as Government Pre- 
pares to Give Film Indus- 


Bway Theatre Mors. Doing a Hot 
Burn at N. Y. Fire Dept.’s New Ideas 
Of ‘Safety Talks’ to Audiences 


7X 
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Henry Henigson Leaving 
Selznick Agency As G.M. 


Broadway theatre managers are 
doing a hot burn that may end up in 
a plea to the courts, as result of the 


House was emptied before fire de- ge yo A neste og 3 Eddie ty a try ‘Essential’ Status—De- Hollywood, Dec. 29. |announcement in Sunday's daily 
t arrived, although seven |!n the for coming Paramount film- ° a? a, or hi. cen. | newspapers that the Fire Depart- 
partment : fe ill | ‘icon. |USical, ‘Let’s Face It’ rewritten fense Plants Will Quickly Myron Selznick is losing his gen pap ; ove ck 
employees were made ill by poison frome the Meend@way show 3 eral agency manager, Henry Henig- | ment intends to plant a fireman on 
ous gas incident to the blaze. ~~ foe Absorb Men Leaving Stu- | son, who is pulling out Jan. 1 after | every film and legit theatre stage to 


When the fire was discovered, | Production starts in January with dios running the organization for a year| deliver a five-minute ‘safety-lecture’ 
Parrot ran to the stage and an- | Sidney Lanfield directing. while Selznick ..as been serving in| at each performance. Fire Commis- 
nounced: eS aoa a Washington with the War Produc-| sioner Patrick Walsh, who an- 

‘Now we're going to have an tion Board. nounced the plan, has not yet put it 


emergency fire drill just to see w hat 


National Negro 





WORKERS HAPPIER 


on a 48-hour work week were set in 


Henigson was with Selznick once 





into effect, but is training his non- 


we could do if there really was a am before, leaving to become general dese-dose-and-dem boys in the art of 
fire. We want to see just how manager for Jar-es Roosevelt's Globe | public speaking, in anticipation of 
quickly we 2 — re Hollywood, Dec. 29. Productions. oa poe ity —s 
but don’t rush anc on cro Plans for puiti , par) a club catastrophe in Boston starte 
You can all come right back in oneress ores ans for putting the film industry the whole thing. 

e 


again when the drill is over. 
The crowd exited in perfect order 


motion 


following eonference _at- 
ee oe oe ee ee ee 







Because of political impli cations, 





and aoe coe — pg ti é ¥ tended by major studio managers, Walits “Aik, OUl Wiicn ie tine 

realize ere Was ¢é » al- | ‘ : . tie mas 
though some ‘imagined’ they smelled | 6 Pat Casey and business representa- comes, if the idea isn’t laundered, 
, On . a . 


smoke on their way out, 

Fire apparently was caused by 
someone dropping a lighted cigaret 
into the drawer of a desk in the 
manager's office where a number of 


The Office of War Information, 
Lowell Mellett, the OWI film chief, 
Metro and its film. ‘Tennessee John- 











tives of studio unions and guilds. 
Eiimination of the 36-hour week 
was under discussion over the past 
weekend by studio and union offi- 
cials and William Hopkins, regional 








Asked for 3,000 
Filmites in Army 






















































































the talking is expected to occur in 
court via lawyers. 

One Broadway manager, with 
years of experience in the sticks as 
well as on the main stem, wary of 
backhanded wallops from politicians, 





trailer films were kept. The blaz- ; : < : a" “ 
ing film generated nitrogen per-| son,’ were put on the pan last week 0 hed eS ee sce sm ee Be nn: ae 
oxide gas which affected seven eM-|by the National Negro Congress iste tenes wate tekk Gk Gans ears ase e to wl oO nis name. 
ployees who rushed in to subdue) which claims to represent 3,000 af-| ernment was preparing to officially , In the first place, if theatres or 
the fire, but they were given oxygen| wren i. 100 : Sedauees the Sleuee ‘latestes ao Hollywood, Dec. 29. places of public assembly are not 
4 ‘ecautionary measure by a illated orgeniaations, Via @ call for | § arr es a Motion picture industry has turned |completely safe, they should be 
as 8 pie : ‘anad and|protests urging that the Al be | ‘essential’ to the war effort and re- P u ; ie 
fire department rescue squad and |} ging ilm | eultentin the Sadun ll be f q|over a list of more than 3,000 ac- closed until they are made so. A 
suffered no serious effects. | shelved for the duration. The NNC | 5 } 1€ 1 ~ag 3 bene e force viele Recessions Seely newsreel shot now and then in the 
¥ aanuies _ | further claims that ‘appeasement for- oe A peer ae re a rhe jeees, directors and technicians, nOW | movie theatres, special display ads in 
° ces in Hollywood are planning to Trader th op . age x ahaa fo the armed services, with a sug- programs, and stories in the news- 
T ¢ W Nn | utilize the influence of the OWI it- : . ; eee — rene igestion that their talents be utilized | papers will accomplish everything 
om onners Ins paren Pee: ape the men must waive overtime up to lfor their technical picture experi-|else that is necessary in an educa- 

. . poe “ag Ey OSS SNE ECTS heme. Vad aoe setup they lence . In addition ao Nelipaeee tional way. 

Dispensation For ate , will receive time and a half for lists are being prepared at the home ‘But putting five-minute bores on 

. Tennessee Johnson’ has been un- | eight hours beyond 40, plus guaran- offices in New York, with details | the stage at every show, to put a bad 

M.0.T. on Raw Film wee “MSG by various liberal | ©°¢,48-hour week. Extension of the |of the various guild and union men| taste in the amusement appetite of 

groups and individuals who claim work week is expected to cause dis-|anq their particular adaptation to|the public at all performances, will 

that the film is an apology for slav- missal of os edlerey- but these will | wartime work, promptly educate -people to stay 

March of Time and 20th-Fox| ery Last week, after a special pre- | be quickly absorbed in defense work.| Jdea is to co-relate experienced | away from the boxoffice entirely. 

have reportedly reached an agree-| view in New York, representatives | Herbert Sorrell, head of the con- |technicians into the war machine] Especially now, with so. many war- 

ment with the War Production | of 19 Negro and white organizations} ference of studio unions, believes | w here they can do the most good. | appeals being made, it’s tough on the 

Board with regard to use of raw | and Pci sp ged issued a statement the workers will be happier under | Many of the electrical, sound, pho-| audiences. But the idea of putting 

film stock which 20th-Fox contended ce — om yey hy — the new work plan and, in the long |tographic and laboratory experts] firemen out to spiel is silly ana 
should not be charged up to its sked the OW! to stoe * film soa | run, will be better paid at no ex-|have been taken into the various | destructive. 

, tion is 7 out. technical skill. | spector will demand a chance to win 
from RKO it appeared, under the |a popular following, and then the 
WPB allocation system whereby | | anannamen a =gREEEneEe | sarbage collector will want a hear- 
only distributors are granted raw | neal alti 7 ——-= ing on his problem. The theatre is a 
stock allotments, that the produc: | SS place of amusement, not an educa- 
W ld not be inted recognition 2 tional forum. no matter wl any- 
. AW StOCK “* | one says. The amusemer! ! 
solely a releasing agreement M loing a magn ficent war job No one 
March of Time and if latter were |] hould interfere, or overload. Some- 
to be refused stock the distributo 7 9 9 ‘ne in authority, with vision, should 
felt that they could not afford to || ‘ome forward to defend tt artin 
supply the film at the expense of ]] f ar musement industry from boobery 
their own schedules / like thi 

20th execs also argued, it is re ‘In 1906, when the Iroquois theatre 
ported, that M.O.T. was in the na- catastrophe in Chicago cost hundreds 
ture of a newsreel and was outside THEME OF THE of lives. it launched a new design 
the restrictions applying to features theatre architecture, and laws, which 
When the new overall raw stock make theatres amazingly safe. There 
regulations were outlined recently, o7th ANNIVERSAR NUMBER has been no theatre catastrophe in- 
embracing newsreels in the footage | fj Vv volving panic since, nor is there 
_ 20th ih placed in the position | likely to be, as long as honest in- 
Where it would have been obliged oe : political interference 
to take footage from its regular of 2 high manageria wndards e 
program.if the M.O.T. victures wer: 
t be releas« Under ) iha j W Fire D qa 
M.O.T. used approximately 12,000 idde eras ae tn he 
000 feet of film A seakers in. behalf of its duty-pr 
Tom Connors, meantime wa RIE7 Y lems, is a mystery. What a chiil the 
sy cGuled to huddle with Har appearance of a fireman will put on 
Hoppe: again Shortly regarding | | an audience. No performance « id 
newsree] stock allocations. Tentative successfully follow such a mood of 
Plans call for newsreels to cut ap- O] ; [ NEX ee fear and horror.’ 
proximately one minute from the 5 Circuit operator and managers 
usual running time, which would in N. Y. have received no official 
scarcely be noticed, 2 art instructions from the Fire Dept. 
Pky understood that sufficient raw Theatres which use programs have 
0CK will be made available, figuring S GS T S | been rinting warnings to cus- 
footage from the Bureau of Motion USUAL ADVERTI IN RA E PREVAIL pened oe Leake aint gel emote 
Pictures of the Office of War In- lthe nearest exit in the case of fire, 
ee to maintain virtually a | signing the insertion with the name 
nae — of prints as in the | e e e | of Commissioner Walsh. This has 
teeter 's would satisfy the OWI been done voluntarily. 
Insofar as Prompt distribution is Special Exploitation Advantages sacndigininns ined: 
concerned. 
Tunefilme for Ma | Now Other Bil Directs 
efilms for Malvern | 
. . 
india | Reservations and Copy May Be Wired to Any Sotty weed, Dae. 0 
T Hollywood, Dec. 29. | Variety Office Bill Thomas, ceprewness ball the 
i we were assigned to | hel = ee or ; aramour J aa 
“aivern’s production slate at! | Kease, makes his debut as a directo 
faversal. starting with “Trombone |f| © NEW YORK HOLLYWOOD CHICAGO ORDO rl cc tgs ate Mag orton 
eiek tine core || 154 W. 46th St 1708 No. Vine St. 54 W. Randolph St —8 St. Martin's PI. ahs Gaae eer ener ee ae 
— Perraneg will be ‘Cowbo}; , : : The other Bill, Pine, broke in as a 
‘Tom Manhatta: 1 ? director ré tly on ‘Aerial Gunr 
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For the “Show Me Showman,” ask 
Col. Arthur Frudenfeld about the 


W. ft C/7 Jobing — POR a 
Games Marching ame 
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N-Y-’S BIGGEST XMAS WEEK 


Lovelier’ Nifty 396 in 2 Hub Spots, SP4° 40) TAK ‘My Gal’ Terrif $45,000, Leads Chi 


$056,500 TAKE | 
Nightmare -Stager NG, ‘Story’ 18G FR 19 HAIISES Filmers; ‘Morocco’-Les Brown Big 


























4 ° b] 
F) Boston, Dec. 29. | 28-35-44-55)—‘Arabian Nights’ (U). seen” oon- 1X ence tron 
ittle-better-than average turn- | Mopping up mightily after s‘rong 9 

- aa Christmas week heralds a|campaign. Should reach~ best in Records Topple As Sensa- 
good week in the Hub’s film panaes. | Maegan renee. ae week, Mrs. tional Totals Are Run Up + a 

: - ; y ut a ioos’ (U) mi j , 
Biz has been spotty for abou 4 Shes —- _ — 
month now, es — yg |. Moyfair (Hicks) (980; 25-50)— for First of Year-End Holi- of Michels Fs a ae ane, ee Loop seinen Gk te 

. od troubles are sti!l | ‘New Tee Capades’ (Rep). ‘hing needa comep hoon ed : . sday, 
gas. fuel gos us a general im- aoe bic trae onccig Re ne Daag re days am Fa @ ge Crowds! astounding $110,000 was attracted for| Wednesday and Thursday business 
very ee in the tenor of busine gs ot conta eg hg 0 ’ P . , | the first week ended last night|in history but Friday (Christmas), 
provement in the enc oo By si“ Sn Town’ (U) filled the pre- Swarm B way—‘In Which | (Tuescay), away over the previous | Saturday and Sunday will bring up 
is reasonably to be expected. holiday gap with fairish $4,200. Ww — | high of the theatre under post-de- poo Hh fully - 5 

e Serve,’ ‘Random | tote's powerfully. 


‘You Were Never Lovelie2r’ is Ney (Mechanic) (1,680: 17-28-40- pression scales and policy. 


With strong attractions at most 


leading the pack with a gy ee 2] 55)—Life Begins at 8.30' (20th). Pos- Harvest,’ ‘Black Swzn,’ At the Music Hall, ‘Random Har-| theatres, New Year's week looks big. 

$39,000 at the two Loew houses, | sib’e $8,000; goed figure for limited ‘ ‘ . vest’ is currently on its second week.|‘Me and My Gal’ at the State-Lake 
’ : at ' ea te ; ; ; : eS > 1 & c : 7 Ole 

with ‘Now, ere _ p yo -|seats here. Last re third Me Jandy -J. Dor sey, ‘Ara-| Drawing capacity crowds, it will hit! is the top straight filmer 

over from the Me o the twin |*Soringtime in Rockies’ (20th) : : ’ ares a tremendous $125,000 or close, the nape : i . 

theatres, making a surprise bid at!broucht grand total for entire run bian Nights Out MZ steepest gross the Hall has shown | Estimates for This Week 

$22,500, total for both houses. ‘Pelm | to very satisfactory $16,600. Socks |for any Christmas week in its 10-| Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 

Beach Story’ is dwindling at the Stanley (WB), (3.280: 17-28-38-40- year history. The $125,000 at the|—‘Seven Sweethearts’ (M-G) and 

Met meanwhile, while ‘Jacare’ at|55)_-poad to Morocco’ (Par) (3d — same time, becomes the third-best | ‘Street of Chance’ (Par). Nice $8.000. 


week the theatre also has ever had. | 


Remains a third week over New 
Year’s but the Christmas spectacle 
on the stage will be replaced. The |, 
annual Xmas presentation given here | 
DEE a er ety ROD eh Dien REG N EAR AOD A se RI GP ICS Nites pets! erst ay el pale 


the Translux is a smash $7,000. 
Estimates For This Week 


Last week, ‘Tish’ (M-G) and ‘Cairo’ 
| (M-G), sad $3,600. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
Road to Morocco’ (Par) plus Les 


rR, ‘ ; aaa ab. 


wk). Cashing in on gamble of h. o. 
despite holiday, coming through with 


) (3,200; 44-55-65-75-  ~esounding $14.000 after steady $12,- 
Besten (RKO 000 on second sesh and a terrific 


&)\_'Night >? Gray 
- 85 = Nightmare Y). y ty < <0 ‘| S904 on uinitiel. bow 
ee Pee ee eee Be Sledne chy cucibed Sane ae 





SCALES JUGGLED 
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George Tapps, others. iZ is pict- Valencia (LOew’s-UA) (1,490, 17-) this ye; eee -e boxoffice | has been opening earlier than ever |$™2sh $65,000 or more. Last week, 
yi ing 4 here after a slow month. | 23-44-55) ~ ‘White a — pe ty al a eee before, on eter (28). yesterday ~.Tingtime in Rockies’ (20th) and 
this show going to $24,000, fine. Lat) (moreover). Holding solidly. after lever brought in the memory of the | (Tuesday) and today letiing “em in| Xinas,” presentation "show, good 

wee Tr c v Ay } > = street. io 2} *j S , : a. 5 De Ve. 
People’ (20th), $18,000. l tury preceding. Should reach better charged . —— aoe mee ne ee ‘Arabian Nights,’ newcomer, is Garrick (B&K) (900: 35-55-63-75) 
Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 30-44-60)— | than average $7,500. Last an at talker era, preceding depression, it | taking the Rivoli to one of the big- ‘Springtime Rockies’ (20tL) (third 
‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Secret ape west’ Rangers’ was mild at) is still believed that all records for | 8st, weeks it has had in five vhted week in loop). Strong $13 000. Last 
Enemies’ (UA). Brought in from | 54.900. Yuletide week are being broken. | 2 tall $50,000 or better being sighte week, ‘Major and Mino~’ (Par) and 





two weeks at Met and a powerhouse 
in this neighborhood at $7,500. Las: 
week ‘Silver Queen’ (UA) and ‘Gir! 


Trouble’ (20th), $4,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 44-55-65- 
75)—‘Seven Days Leave’ (RKO) and 
‘That Other Woman’ (20th). Hold- 
over, with some fight left to bring 
it to $16,000. Last week (9 days) | 
$22,000. 

Metropolitan (M-P) (4,367; 30-44- 


55-65-75) —‘Palm Beach Story’ (Par) | 
A weak- | 


and ‘Hidden Hand’ (WB). 
ish sort of draw despite favorable 


notices and very slow at $18,000. 
Last week ‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) | 
and ‘Secret Enemies’ (UA) 


week), $16,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 44-55-65- 
75)—Never Lovelier’ (Col.) and 
‘Counter Espionage’ (Col.). Nifty 


$22,000. Last week ‘Married Witch’ | 


ito satisfactory 


(UA) and ‘Seven Sweethearts’ 
(M-G), $17,000. 

Paramount (M-P) (1,300: 33-44- 
60)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and 
‘Secret Enemies’ (UA). Brought in 


from two weeks at Met, and hefty 
at $15,000, tops for this spot. Last 
week ‘Silver Queen’ (UA) and 
Trouble’ (20th), $11,000. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 


Espionage’ (Col.). A top drawing 
attraction here, going to $17,000. 
very big. Last week ‘Married Witch’ 

(UA) and ‘Seven Sweethearts’ 
(M-G), $13,000. 

Translux (Translux) (900: 17-28- 
44-55 )— ‘Jacare’ (UA) and ‘Living 
Ghosts’ (Mono). Tremendous $7,000, 
tops for this house. Last week, 
‘This Is_ Enemy’ (Artkino) and 
Captain Fury’ (UA), big $6,500 


BALTO BOOMS: 


NIGHTS’ $19,000 


Baltimore, Dec. 29 
Holiday biz boomed here in a big 
way and everything in the down- 
‘Own sector is indicating 
figures. Very rosy is ‘Arabian Nights’ 
at Keith's , Hipp, with ‘A Night to 
emember, plus a_ stage revue 
leaded by Benny Davis, is chalking 
up & solid figure and ‘Reunion in 
fance is also faring exceptionally 
well at Loew's Century. . 
Mg feature of holiday setup 
ag o_o of ‘Road to Morocco 
teite of week at the big Stanley 
2 of traditional spotting there 
It's elder, for Xmas getaway 
ing up in rosy fashion. 


Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3.000: 17 
5 = S- 3,000; 17- 
they 44-95) —Reunion in France’ | 


Steady $17,000. Last week, 
sina of ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) held 
ee y, at $9,000 after okay $15,800 on 
rst time round. 
~ oPPodrome (Rappaport) 
17 -28-38-44-55-66 ) — ‘Night to Re- 
va (Col) plus Benny Davis re- 
Ms bin ange. Healthy take bolstered 
$18,005 ered biz, and figured at 
from TR al week, ‘Seven Miles 


tyre’s O 
take rch, : at “* 
blues, wine ran into pre-Xmas 


000. ling up with modest $13.- 
Keith’s (Sc 


(2,240; 


hanberger) (2,406; 17- 


(2d | 


‘Girl | 


: 44-65-75 )— | 
Never Lovelier’ (Col.) and ‘Counter | 


| day 





healthy | 


(Col) plus Hal McIn- | 


‘REUNION’ DUAL $11,000 
TO PACE WEAK INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Dec. 29. 

santa wasn‘t any too good to first- 
run film spots last week, with only 
mocerate 
k. Saturday trade, with 90% 
ntown stores closed, 
appointing. ‘Reunion 
Loew's, and 

are headed for top money. 
Estimates for This Week 


wee 


do. 


Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 28-33- 
44)—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) and 
‘Mrs. Wiggs of the Cabbage Patch’ 
(Par). Family trade boosting combo 


$10,000. ‘Glass Key’ 


(Par) and ‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par) 
| took low $5,700 last week. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,200; 28- 
33-44) —‘Once Upon Honeymoon’ 
(RKO). Comedy disappointing at 
1$°,000. Last week, mild $8,000 for 
‘Thunder Birds’ (20th) and ‘That 
| Other Woman’ (20th). 


Keith’s (Ind) (1,200; 28-33-44-55)— 


‘Meet Stewarts’ (Col) and ‘Fun for 
Money’ on stage Lively comedy 
how with fair screen support will 


take about $4,500 in four days, Fri- 
-Monday, instead of usual Thurs- 
dav-Sunday run, eliminating deadly 
day before Christmas ‘Mississippi 
Gambler’ (U) with A. B. Marcus 
unit on stage gleaned average $3,800 


last week. 
Loew's (Loew's) (2,450: 28-33-44) 
‘Reunion in France’ (M-G) and 
‘Svirit of Stanford’ (Col) Pacing 
field with probable $11,000. ‘Cairo’ | 


(M-G) and ‘Silver Queen’ (UA) last | 


w2ek way down with $6,300. 
Lyric (Katz-Dolle) (1,850; 28-33- 
44) — ‘Mummy’s Tomb’ (U) and 


‘Night Monster’ (U). Double horror 


bill getting nice first-run play, with 


$6,000 likely ‘Black Swan’ (20th) 
settled for $3,000 last week on move- 
ver from Indiana. 


Montreal Up; Benny Pic 


Sights Crack $8,500 


Montreal, Dec. 29 
Grosses are up for the last week 
of year with good hope that 1943 will 
be lucrative. ‘Washington Slept] 
Here’ got a big sendoff Xmas and is 
pointing to handsome $8,500. One 
repeat; all other pix up from last | 


week. 

Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty's (CT) 
craft Missing’ (Esq). 


Palace (CT) (2,700: 
‘Washington Slept Here’ 
Starrer. Last week ‘Icelana’ 
holdover fair $5,000 

Capitol (CT) (2,700: 
‘Palm Beach _ Story’ 
‘Wrecking Crew’ (Par). 
ahead 


30-45-62 )— 
(Par) 


Leave’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon Takes 
Over’ (RKO) fair $4,500 
Loew's (CT) (2.800; 35-53-67) 





‘Lovelier’ (Col) (2d wk) 


to good $7,000 after 


week 


TT > { 59 
Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-92 
p - : 

Db » vi 


in Get You’ (Col) an 


grosses in prospect for this 
of 
proved dis- 
in France,’ at 
‘Forest Rangers,’ Circle, 





(35-50 )—‘Air- 
Teeoff of Brit- | 
ish pix season looks like good $3,000. 
30-45-62 )— 
(WB). | 
Crack $8.500 in sight for Jack Benny 
(20th) | 


and 
Good $6,500 | 
Last week repeat ‘Seven Days | 


Pointing 
socko $10,000 last 


i ‘Go 


There can be no doubt but that in 
point of attendance, all former fig- 
ures for Christmas are shattered. 
Staggering gross for 13 leading 
downtown N.Y. houses will be $656.- 
500 or thereabouts. 
Tremendous crowds 
and visitors which poured into the 
downtown area were swelled this 
year by hordes of soldiers and de- 
fense workers. Kids, out of school 
until after New Year’s, were also in 
abundance and spending was the or- 
der of the day, with jacked-up prices 


of in-towners 


in numerous theatres making no 
difference at all All established 
price-changes were shuffled, with 
result houses moved up admission 
scales at will at different hours. 
Some Broadway stands, ordinarily 


charging 99c or $1.10, like the Strand 
and Paramount, boosted to $1.25, 


|} even getting this on midnight shows. 


Roxy went to $1.10 on the Xmas 
weekend, but the Capitol and Music 
Hall remained at their regular tops 


except that the Hall has been getting | 


a few cents more on mats. Accord- 
ing to managers, more than 10% of 
the business came from men in uni- 
form. 


While the take on 


Ximas day was 
sensational, the totals run up for | 
Saturday (26) were even more} 
amazing. Believed that the day was 
the biggest Saturday eve! Among | 
other things, it topped last New 
Year’s day in gross Sunday (27) 
also socko, but Monday (28) was a 
little off due to rain, though still | 
good. Biz yesterday (Tuesday), also 
a rainy day, was stronger 

The outstanders include ‘In Which | 
We Serve’ at the stageless Capitol 
Starting its regular run at the house | 
last Thursday (24), in spite of the | 
fact Xmas eve is always an off day, 


the picture will hit a smash 
or close. In dollars this becomes 
highest pross since ‘Dictator’ 
‘Gone With Wind,’ both of which got 


the 


fancier prices, but in attendance 
‘Serve’ tops both of these pictures 
The film was given a special benefit | 
preem Wednesday night (23). which 
|! grossed around $12,900, Tt not 
cluded in the first week $75,000 
ated Lal > ¢ aa i paig n- 
cluding $29.000 in dail ru 
with mag and otneé advertising to 
around $120,000 Meantime, ‘Serve’ 
f tte? many valuable publi Ly 
break n mags and elsewhere 
A new high under the pitband 
policy at the Strand being estab- 
lished by ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
!and Jimmy Dorsey Indications are 
for close to $70,000. all the more re- 
‘markable in view of the fact the 
| Strand seats only 2,756 and due to 


the length of ‘Dandy’ the house can- 
not get in more than five shows 
daily. 

‘Black Swan,’ another new 
brought in for Kris Kringle time, is 





West. Young Lady’ (Col) 
nice $5,000 Last week ‘American 
Empire’ (UA) and ‘Fiying From 
Music’ (Col) good $4.500 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100: 


Sighting 


30-40-60) — 


‘Powers Girl’ (UA). Pacing hand- 
some $4.000. Last week ‘Goodbye. 
Chips’ (M-G) and ‘Listen, Darling’ 
| (M-G) weak $2,500 

| St. Denis (France-Film) (2,500:: 
30-40)) — ‘Prison De Femmes’ and 
‘Tigre des Bengale. Outlook poor 
but may gro $3.500. fair Last 
week ‘Cesar’ and ‘Cognasse fal! 
$3.000. 





| 99-$1.25) 


| beat in 
| te¢ ’ 
Lalor 
| (M-G), both of which charged high 
attendance, | 


$75,000 | 


and } 


| Done It?’ (VU), last 


picture | 


for the first week ending tonight 
(Wednesday). this despite a shw 
start. 

The second-run State is not reach- 
ing for a record but will have one of 
the six best weeks in its history at 
$42,000 or thereabouts, immense. 
House is playing ‘My Sister Eileen’ 
and the MacFarland Twins’ orch. 
plus Jackie Miles and Mitzi Green. 

‘Jacare’ skipped Christmas to open 
at the Globe Saturday (26) and is 
doing a swell business, looking $20,- 
000 or over for the initial seven days 

Almost unbelievable was the 
Christmas play given ‘Road to Mo- 
rocco’ and the Woody Herman band 
at the Paramount, which exited last 
night (Tuesday) after seven stupen- 
dous weeks. The final seven days ran 
close to $70,000, a figure that has 
been exceeded on opening weeks by 
only a few shows at this house. Par 
opens ‘Star-Spangled Rythm’ and 
Benny Goodman this morning (Wed- 
nesday). 

Estimates for This Week 


Astor (Loew’s) (1,140; 55-65-$1.10) 
—‘Me and My Gal’ (M-G) (11th wk). 
Christmas gave this 
hypo, with the 10th week ended last 


night (Tuesday) having shot to 
| $18,500. The prior (9th) semester 
was $10,000. Remains on. 

Capitol (Loew's) (4,620; 35-55-85- 


‘In Which We Serve’ 


(UA). A whale of a biz-getter, with 


| huge $75,000 or close sighted for the 


top of around $12.900 
at a special benefit opening 
Wednesday night (23). This was 
recent years only by ‘Dic- 
and ‘Gone With Wind’ 


first week on 


last 


(UA) 


However, in 
‘Serve’ tops both. Last 
‘Journey for Margaret’ 
$8,000, very sour. 


er prices. 
here 
only 


week 


(M-G) 


Criterion (Loew’s) (1,062: 33-44-55- | 


75)—Whistling in Dixie’ (M-G) 
Opens here today (Wednesday ) afte 
four high profit weeks with ‘Who 
being big $21,900, 


the third $10,000 

Globe (Brandt) (1,250; 35-55-75 
85)—‘Jacare’ (UA) Brought in Sat 
day (26) and away strong t 
very substantia $20,000 indicated 
Last week, seco! for ‘We Are Ma 
rine (20th). $6,500 fair 

Hollywood (WB) (1,225 65-75- 
$1.10-$1.25) Cacablanca’ (WB) (5th 
wk) Zoomed ove Xma holiday 
and will hit sock $33,000 this week 
(5), second best since opened Pic- 
ture remains here until Jan. 20 when 
‘Air Force’ (WB) opens at the same 
scale Last week, ‘Casa’ (4th), got 
$18,500 good. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 


65)—‘Once Upon Honeymoon’ (RKO) 
(2d run) and ‘Michael Shayne’ (20th) 
(Ist run), dualed. Appears good for 
about $14,500, big. Last week, ‘Now, 
Voyager’ (WB) (2d run) and ‘Great 


| Gildersleeve’ (RKO) (1st run), $9,000, | 


okay. 
Paramount (Par) 
99-$1.10)—‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ 
(Par) and, on stage, Benny Good- 
man, Frank Sinatra, others This 
show moves in this morning (Wednes- 
day) after seven sock weeks with 
‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) and Woody 
Herman; concluding (7th) round sky- 
rocketed to nearly $70,000, whammy, 
while the sixth was $40,000. 
had ever played here beyond six 
weeks in the 16-year history of the 
h use 
Radio City 


5.945 


Hall 
99 


(Rockefel- 
S| 5 


Music 
44 


19-60 








one a strong} 
| $11,000. 


| ‘Death 


i ‘Random 


| 99-$1.10 )—‘Sister 


(3,664; 35-55-85- | 


No bill ! 


‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par), fair $4,800. 

Oriental (Iroquois) (3,200; 28-33- 
44-55)—‘Lady in Distress’ (Col) and 
Eddy Howard orch on stage. May 
hit $32,000, new high for house. 
Last week, ‘Secrets of Underground’ 
(Rep). Chuck Foster’s orch, fair 
$18,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66-75) 
—‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) and 
‘Other Woman’ (20th) (2d wk). 
Very good $18,C00. Last week, good 
$*5,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500: 35-55-65- 
75)—‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB). 


Hefty $23,000. Last week, ‘Gentle- 
man Jim’ (WB), (3d wk). nifty 
$12,000. ; 

State-Lake (B&K) (2.700: 35-55- 
65-75) —‘Me, My Gal’ (M-G). Ter- 
rific $45,000 for eight days. Last 
week, ‘Now, Voyager’ (W.) ended 


six-week run to 
United Artists 


nice $13,000. 

(Bé:K) (1,700; 35- 
45-65-75) —‘Moon and _ Sixpence’ 
(UA). Stout $22,000. Last week. 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) (4th wk). nice 


Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 
55-75) —‘Hidden Hand’ 
Doctor’ (Men) 
Good $8,000. Last week. 


33-44- 
(WB) and 
(2d wk), 


Okay $6.700. 


Harvest’ (M-G) and stage- 
show, plus Xmas spectacle 


(2d wk). 


Enjoying its biggest Christmas week 
in 10 years of operation and third 
best for any time, a mammoth 
$125,006 or close is on the way. .; - 
ond best week was $125,200 Last 
week (lst), was $109,090, exirs 


big for the week before Xma 
Rialto (Mayer) (594; 28-44-5 


Quiet Murder, Please’ (20th) (2d- 
final wk). Holding up satisfactorily 
for about $7,500, while the initial 
seven days tallied $10,200, fine 

Rivoli {UA-Par) (2,092- 353=55-T5- 
85-99 )—‘Arabian Nights’ (U). Sh 
ing excellent strenzth for first week's 
gross of $50,000 or better, one cf t 
nighest figure atiained h 
past five yea Last { 
for ‘Palm Beach Sto: (Par \- 
jer $13,000, poor 

Roxy 20th) (5.886 4) »-65-75- 
85-99)-—-"Black Swan’ (20th and 
tageshow featuring Carmen Miran- 
da (2d wk). Begins holdoy t 
(Wed.) after slamming throu to 
mighty $110,000 cn the 
days, highest for house tnds olicy 
and prices established s Cepres- 
ion. Last week, second f Life 


Begins at 8:30’ 
State (Loew’s) 


(20ih), $37.000. mili. 
(3,450; 39-44-55-75- 
Eileen’ (Col) (2d- 


}run) and MacFariand Twins’ orch, 
plus Jackie Miles and Miizi Gree: 
Going to a very big $42,000 or there- 
abouts, exceeded on only a han ] 
of occasions since house opened 
shortly after World War J. Last 
week ‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) (2d 
run) and Guy Kibbee, Lew Parker 
and Ciro Rimac band, only $15,090, 


bad 

Strand (WB) (2,756: 35-55-75-85- 
99-$1.10)—‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ 
(WB), at pop scales following road- 


show run at Hollywood last fall, 
| and, on stage, Jimmy Dorsey. Des- 
| pite restriction on turnover, with 
only five shows possible daily. a 
record under the present policy is 
being established here at near to 


7 


$70,000, sensational in view of smal 
capacity of house. Last week ‘F 
ng Fortre (WB) Jerrv Wald 


1 only $30.000. weal 


and 
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All the coler and ro- 
mance of the fighting 
men of the sea... and 
their courageous ships 
... from the trim, swift 
frigates to the float. 


ing fortresses of today! 
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‘Cargo, Honeymoon’ and Stage Bill 
Huge $34,000 Apiece im Hot Frisco 





San Francisco, Dec. 29. 

Holiday biz here is reaching terri- 
fic levels, with “White Cargo,’ at 
the Fox. pacing pix-only houses. 
‘Once Upon a Honeymoon,’ plus a 
stage bill, at the Golden Gate, is 
equally powerful. 

Estimates for This Week 


IN HEFTY MPLS. 


Minneapolis, Dec. 29. 


With boxoffices back in the real 
running for this holiday season, the 


slump that set in eoincident with 
gasoline rationing’s start seems ar- 
rested, temporarily at least. A 


three-day weekend holiday for most 


store and office employees proved a 


decided business stimulus, and 
crowds poured into the loop the- 
atres despite unfavorable weather. 

‘Palm Beach Story,’ the week's 
most important offering, has the 
State well out ahead of the pack, 
but the Orpheum is faring well 
enough, too, with ‘The Navy Comes 
Through,’ both well received. The 
lone holdover is ‘Forest Rangers,’ 
the only pic able to barge through 
to a respectable gross the week be- 
fore Christmas. Headed by Charlie 
Barnet, the first stage show in sev- 
eral weeks hits the Orpheum mid- 
night Thursday (31) 

Estimates for This Week 
_Aster (Par-Sinver) (900; 17-28)— 
‘Sherlock Holmes and Voice of Ter- 
ror’ (U) plus ‘Get Hep to Love’ (U). 





‘Nights’ Strong 176, 
‘Reunion’ Solid 166, 
Providence Toppers 





(M-G) (30). 


(Reviewed in 


(Reviewed in 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Dec. 31 

Aster—‘For Me and My Gal’ | 
(M-G) (1lth week). 

(Reviewed tn ‘Variety’ Sept. 9) 

Capitel—‘In Which We Serve’ 
(U) (2d week). 

(Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 7) 

Criterion—‘Whistling in Dixie’ 
‘Variety 


Globe—‘Jacare’ (U) (2d week). 
‘Variety’ Dec. 23) 





Nights’ Sock $43,500, ‘Voyager’ Big 
43G, Three L.A. Houses; ‘Honeymoon 





| 
oc. ») ‘Rangers’ High $9,000 


| 


— In L’ville; ‘Reunion’ 











tertained at a luncheon several days 





$8.000. Last week, ‘Street of Chance’ 


State (Loew's) (3,200; 30-40-50)— 
‘Reunion in France’ (M-G) andj(Par) and ‘Traitor 
‘Junior Army’ (M-G). Up in _ the | $7,000. 


pace promises fine $9,000. Last week, 


prior to the film’s opening, and even |higher brackets with swell $16,000.|‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) and 
got good break in usually tough/Last week, ‘Journey for Margaret’| ‘Traitor Within’ (Rep), oke $8,500 
local daily, but biz is still way off.|(M-G) and ‘Silver Queen’ (UA), | and moveover. 

Only $5,000, which is rated disap-|average $11,000. Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400; 
pointing. Last week, ‘Mrs. Wiggs'| Stramd (Indie) (2,000; 30-40-50)— | 15-30-40)—‘Ice-Capades Revue’ (Rep) 
(Par) and ‘Agents Meet Queen'| ‘Priorities On Parade’ (Par) and |and ‘X Marks Spot’ (Rep). Pulling 
(Col) (2d run), about same. ‘Daring Young Man’ (Par). Nifty | excellent biz at potent $4,500. Last 


week, ‘Mummy’s Tomb’ (U) and 
‘Night Monster’ (U), horror combo, 
fairly good $3,300. 


Within” (Par), 








NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 





It is a White Christmas for exhibitors generally 
over the country, and particularly in New York where 
astounding totals are being chalked up. Many dis- 
tributors are trotting out some of current hits for 
the key cities, and smash business is reflecting the 
strong product. Among the new pictures to preem 
are ‘In Which We Serve’ (UA), ‘When Johnny Comes 
Marching Home’ (U), ‘Reunion in France’ (M-G), 
‘Jacare’ (UA), ‘Arabian Nights’ (U), and ‘Ice-Capades 





Good $2,200 in six days indicated.| Revue’ (Rep). Additionally, ‘Once Upon a Honey- 
Mug Town (U) and ‘Army Sur-|moon’ (RKO), ‘Palm Beach Story’ (Par), “Whistling 
ey dea ae ee SS), | in Dixie’ (M-G) and ‘Black Swan’ (20th), while out 
(Col) baie Blac ety a cr’ | before, are giving a real inkling of their possibilities 
(Col) ok $1,800 in six days. |in several keys. Also, ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) 
: ; is showing up nicely on first popular-scale engage- 
ery (P-S) (1,600; 80-40-50) adi : 
Head l a aa $5 500, em ae Noe] Coward's ‘Serve’ is soaring to a huge $75,000 
‘Springtime in Rockies’ (20th) (2A 'or near at the Capitol, a theatre which has been offisn 
wk), $6.000, healthy considering pe- ifor some time Only two previous attractions have 
riod and on top of very fine $12.400 | topped thi figure in recent year and both were 
wee . , at high scales ‘Johnny’ is leading Cleveland at 
Gopher (P-S) (1.000: 28-30)—‘Mrs, |@ Smart $25,000 with a stage unit. ‘R union,’ rating 
ligg of Cabbage Patch’ (Par). | good at St. Louis and Louisville, solid $16,000 in Provi- 
Lineup of attractions at this house | dence, hefty $12,500 in Kansas City, is merely a steady 
recentiy hasn't been so forte from | $17,000 in Baltimore and sad in Cinemnati 
boxoffice standpoint or otherwise,| ‘Arabian Nights,’ with sock $43,500 in three Los 
$2,000. Tact Maid ae Enid | Angeles theatres and excellent tg aol ge a= 
(Par), poor $1.500. er New York. looks a great $13,000 in Pittsburgh, strong 


.,2rPheum (P-S) (2,800; 30-40-50)— 
Navy Comes Through’ (RKO). Well 
regarded picture :oming through to 
nice $8.500. Last week, ‘Here We 


Go Again’ (RKO), miserable $3,800. 
State  (P-S) 


“a (2,300; 30-40-50)— 
alm Beach Story’ (Par). Proving 
a Suitable Xmas booking. Good 


$9,500. Last week 
(Par), same. 
‘pUPtown (Par) (1,100; 30-40)— 
anama Hattie’ (M-G). First neigh- 
20rhood showing. Good $3,500 in 
Prospect. Last week, ‘Iceland’ 
20th). fair $2.300. 
E World (Par-Steffes) 
90-55 —*Moon 


‘Forest Rangers’ 


it and Sixpence’ (UA). 
<limbing toward good $3,500. Last 
week, Flying Fortress’ (WB) (2d 


wk), £00d 


arst w eek 


(350; 30-40- 


$2,200 after good $2,800 | 


in Providence and solid $19,000 in Baltimore for best 
in months at house played Picture’s first week 
classes as one of the highest at the N. Y. Riveli in 
five years. ‘Ice-Capades’ is big $10,000 in Seattle with 
vaudeville, potent in Balto and Louisville, but sad 
in Pitt. 

‘Jacare’ looms a strong $20,000 in N. Y., terrific in 
Boston, with tops for theatre being played, and smash 
in L. A. ‘Whistling,’ starting in N. Y. this week, is 
torrid $31.000 in Philadelphia aided by band. ‘Story’ 
paces for a giant $25,000 in Detroit, nice $32,500 in 
two L. A. spots, big in Minneapolis but slow in Boston. 
‘Black Swan’ is terrific $43,000 in Detroit, for new 
high: giant $32,000 in Philly, trim in K. C, and mighty 
$110,000 at the N. Y. Roxy, with strong stage show. 
This mark is the best for the theatre under current 
policy and scale. 

‘Honeymoon’ is terrif $34,000 in San Francisco with 

bill, bangup $18,000 in Washington, big $41,000 
lin two L. A. houses, bright $20,000 for second Brookly 








Stage 


White Christmas For Exhibitors As Biz Booms—‘Serve,’ 


‘Harvest,’ ‘Honeymoon,’ ‘Nights,’ ‘Johnny’ Outstanding 





Great 41G Story’ 32146, 2 Spots 


Los Angeles, Dec. 29. 
Town is overrun with spenders in 
uniform and from various wartime 
plants, and the picture theatres aie 









Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 50-65)—‘White Providence, Dec. 29. Holly wood—‘Casablanca’ (WB) getting a healthy cut out of what's 
Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Omaha Trail Slight falling off, to be expected (6th week). . 1G 4 C ates Aig, pens put into circulation. All first- 
(M-G). Building up to huge $34,- during Christmas week, was more (Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 2) 2u, ce- ap 2M runs are getting in on the biggest 
000. Last week, Road to —pecegs then offset by upsurge all around Music Hall—‘Random Harvest’ waa divvy in years regardless of attrac- 
(Par) and ‘Wildcat’ (Par) (2d wk), |inic week. Among -the biggies are (M-G) (3d week) ae tions. Saturday following Christmas 
stout $18,000. Majestic’s ‘Arabian Nights’, Loew’s (Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Nov. 23) Louisville, Dec. 29. day proved a record-breaker in most 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 44-55-|State’s ‘Reunion in France’ and see a. With a_ holiday, closed schools, | Situations while Sunday also brought 
13) ‘Once Upon  Honeymoon’|RKO Albee’s ‘7 Miles From Alca- aramount — ‘Star Spangled |and soldiers in town on week-end | 0Ut long lines at nearly all perform- 
(RKO) plus stage show. Terrific |traz. Rhythm’ (Par) (30). leave, biz began picking up from | @"C°s. 
$34,000. Last week, ‘Army Seon Estimates for This Week (Reviewed in current issue) Thursday (24) on through Sunday. PPE on hd Ratio this 
(RKO) and Ada Leonard orch an Albee (RKO (2.300: 30-40-50)— Rialto—‘Quiet Please, Murder’ All houses reported much better | WCK passec the ; mark testi- 
Shirley Deane on stage, $17,000, |.7 Miles From Alcatraz’ (RKO , ane (20th) (2d week). Christmas week biz than last year. the . ine hale generated by 
fair. , ‘Behind Eight Ball’ (U). Holding (Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 16) rage ~eraees pg: eens * “Estimates for Thi Week 

: wnteld - 50- oa a te Sage 88 ; : Te et Z é ing along okay, as ‘Reun ; as Ps s 

_Orphe um Blumenfeld) (2.440; 50 to swell $12,000. Last week, ‘Seven Rivoli — ‘Arabian Nights’ (U) Dien’ ot funew's Ai Cy ee = Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1.516; 

65)—'Who Done It?’ (U) and Great | Days Leave’ (RKO) and ‘Falcon’s (9d week) Ince die ge ht . ee 33-44-55-65-85)—'Bambi’ (RKO) (9th 
afi ’ ; y - =? 2h ‘™ _ wi , ; ‘ a e stra s g ese ‘ ; ‘ 

veg ie 319.000 on Third ‘stan enenee” CEs CSS WH), enon Ce (Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Dec. 23) strong biz ne 1S palns | wk) and ‘We Are Marines’ (20th) (2d 

ing up to ne . ' - Carlten (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 30-40- R , af an —e za Slashing wk). Hit $2,500. best biz here 

ee ast week, $11.7 y ‘ . — : xy—‘The Black Sw: 2 his W - poet OS DSre i 

za, Last weck, . 11,788, omay. 50 )—‘Journey For Margaret (M-G) pa 1€ AC in’ (20th) | aetenatee med —_ Week ot several weeks. Last week, $2.100. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,470; 50-65) |and ‘Silver Queen’ (UA) (2d run). sepa a . Brown (Fourth Avenue-Loew’s) Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,034: 33- 
—Thunder Birds’ (20th) and ‘Girl|Good $3.500. Last week. ‘White (Reviewed in ‘Variety’ Oct. 21) ‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) and | 44-55-65-85)—‘Arabian Nights’ (U) 
Trouble’ (20th) (2d wk). Set for a/Cargo’ (M-G) and ‘Boogie Man Get Strand—‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ ‘Traitor Within’ (Rep). Should grab | and ‘Time to Kill’ (20th). Climbed 
hetty $21,000. Last week, strong |you' (Col.) (2d run), same. (WB) (2d week). cag om .s ee caeek) ieee to +: $14,000. Last week, ‘Mar- 
$21,900. Fay’s (Indie) (2,000: 25-39-50)— (Reviewed in ‘Variety’ June 3) week, “Slack Swan’ (20th) and “Yanks | rie itch” (UA) and ‘Silver Queen’ 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 50-65) ae. aemeetlh oorg (U) at Week of Jan. ? Are Coming (PRC), fine $4,000 on | (UA), slump off to $8,800. 

—Road to Morocco’ and ‘Wildcat’! yvaude. Oke $7,000. Last week, ial” alla ! [eS Downtown (WB) (1,800; 33-44-55- 
(Par) (moveover). Hitting a fine |‘Gentleman Jim’ (WB) (2d. run) Astor—‘For Me and My Gal Kentucky (Switow) (1.250: 15-25) 65-75-85)—‘Now, Voyager’ (WB). 
SRE Sd Gage pee oe shorn rts, S08 BP SRP oe we ee Sean wean awumnercenne ecpaannieyp ain net ai 5 and.~Des--. sponte hefty ats ae vb we 
G) and “Night We DEAT STP eC Aco” 7 ie > 900: -40-50 )— " capi @i—in Which Wwe Serve PE PE LI Be OTR ne wor} ter ee Bae * 
okay $8,000 on moveover after three PP omg di uit ana "teear take (U) (3d week) . good $1,900. Last week, “Tales Man- Hawaii (G&S) (1,100; 33-44-55-65- 
weeks at the Warfield. Dead B iy’ (U) Riding hizt ide a A , a hattan’ (20th) and ‘Berlin Corres- | 75-85 }\—‘Jacare (UA) and ‘Dudes 
; Map ea oOay » Miding Ash, wide Criterion—‘Whistling in Dixie’ pondent’ (20th). $1,700 Are People’ (UA) Surprisingly 
United Artists (UA-Blumenfeld) | and handsome for strong $17,000. A rearmigh tpi stout with $8 : ; . thi 
a an pepe east ‘ ; 2 : (M-G) (2d week). Leswe & ‘ j stout with $8,000, smash biz for this 
(1,100: 50-65) — Aircraft Missing Last week, ‘Can't Escape Forever : whee Mi oew's tate (Loew s) (3,300: 15- spot Last week ‘Mu y’ T b’ 
(UA) and ‘Blackie Goes Hollywood’ |(wpB) and ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB), Holly wood—Casablanca’ (WB) 30-40 )—‘Reunion in France’ (M-G) (U) and ‘Night Monst r’ (0) (2a wk) 
(Col). Great $12,000. Last week, | $12,000. : (7th week), — ‘Smith Minnesota’ (Col). Nice | stron at $4600 —— oa WK), 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) and ‘Devil bs a. ann: : Music Hall—‘Random Harvest’ wosome for the family trade and Helivwood (WB) (2.756: 33-44-55- 
With Hitler’ (UA) (4th wk), good ae af aes pt a, (M-G) (4th week). school vacationers, good $8,500. Last | 65-75-85 on Bd, Poon pang 
$5,800 on long stretch, Forward’ unit on stage. Packed Paramount — ‘Star Spangled pao eg y hes gp seaee Solid $14.000. Last week. ‘Flying 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650)—Now, |them in nicely in three-day run, Rhythm’ (Par) (2d week). ? A), OKC 99,0UWN. | Fortress’ (WB), Xmas week filler 
Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Secret Enemies’ | strong $7,000. Last week, ‘Brooklyn Rialto—‘Sherlock Holmes’ Se- Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; | posted $8,000. 

(WB) (2d wk). Holiday season will | Bridge’ (Mono) plus Jimmie Lunce- cret Weapon’ (U) (4), 15-30-40 )— Washington Slept Here Orpheam (D'town) (2.200; 33-44- 
boom this to $23,000 for second | ford orch, fair $5,000 in three days. (Reviewed in current issue) same bad Pie Ad a on 55-65)—‘Johnry Doughboy’ (Rep), 
soch, Lat week, ten See: Playhouse (Indie) (2,200; 30-40- Roxy—'The Black Swan’ (20th) | following last weck’s nice $5,000. '|sary Reoue helding Gren Gn ttn 
mephifemsnansiints ‘ re ak “naan ~A as 1000. sary Revue holding over on_stage. 

50 )—‘Jacare (UA) and Bashful (3d week). ; Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- | Ran up to $16,000, largely on Bowes* 

6 ’ Bachelo1 a ca A erg Strand—‘Yankee Doodle Dandy 30-40)—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) andjsetup. Last week. ‘Man’s World’ 
caught morning radio interview,| (WB) (3d week). ‘Street of Chance’ (Par), Keeping | (Col) and ‘Other Woman’ (20th) 

oie 2 met Governor, Mayor and was en- = == | the b. 0. windows busy. Current|with Bowes gang staging, good 


$13,000. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 33-44-55-65- 
75-85)—‘Once Upon Honeymoon’ 
(RKO) and ‘Holmes Secret Weapon’ 
(U). Torrid $20,000. Last week, 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
‘Counter Espionage’ (Col) (ist wk), 
in low gear at $8.000. 

Paramount (F&M) 
65-75-85 )—Palm 
‘Aldrich, Editor’ 


(3.389: 33-44-55- 
Beach’ (Par) and 
(Par). Wallonving 
$21,000. Last week, ‘Road to. Mo- 
rocco’ (Par) and ‘Street Chance’ 
(Par) (4th wk), okay $13,500. 
Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (2,- 
204: 33-44-55-65-75-85 )—‘Palm Beach’ 
Story’ (Par). Robust $11,500. Last 
weck, ‘Morocco’ (Par) (4th wi), slov 


- 
$7.000. 

RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,875; 53- 
44-55-65 )——‘Once Upon Honeymoon’ 


(RKO) and ‘Holmes Secret Weanon’ 


(U). Bangun ‘$21.000 Last week, 
‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) (2d wk) and 
‘Counte Espionage’ (Col) (1st wk), 





gloomy $10,000 
State (Loew-WC) (2.204: 33-44-55- 
session, Okay in Cleveland and solid $10,000 in K. c, | 65-85) “Arabian Nigh | (U0) and 
ety we, ain: ; ; a - , ‘Time to Kill’ (20th) Happy days at 
Dandy’ really dandy at pop scale in Cincy, likewise | hic gyot. emash $21.500. Last ek 
stout $35,000 in Philly and sensational $70,000 in | ‘Married Witch’ (UA) and ‘Silver 
N. Y., viewed as particularly outstanding because of | Queen’ (UA), $16,700 
limited seating capacity of the Strand. ‘Night to| UA (UA-WC) (2.100; 33-44-55-65) 
Remember’ (Col) grand in Buffalo and solid $18,000 |—‘Married Witch’ (UA) and ‘Silver 
in Balto helped by stage revue. | Queen’ (UA). aarevens Hi yr 
i enc ow 43 t+haatra A uroeale 
Other standouts currently are ‘Random Harvest’ | Lg 9 aide © th 4 ‘ and 
(M-G), and ‘Casablanca’ (WB) in N. Y. ‘Harvest’ is | «7, fe Segins 8:30’ (20th ) (ist wk), 
doing mammoth $125,000 in second week at the vast} licht $4.900 
Music Hall, best Christmas week in the 10 years of Wilshire (F-WC) (2.296: 33-44-55- 
operation and third best of all time. ‘Morocco’ hit a| 65)—‘Married Witch’ (UA) and Sil- 
wham $70,000 in its seventh week at the N. Y. Para-| Ver Queen’ (1 A) a cemreehe aay. 
mount, a theatre which never before ran a picture $4.800 Last week ys . Ca pf 
. 1(M-G) (2d wk) and ‘Life Be 
more than six weeks ‘Casablanca,’ in fifth stanza,| soqi,) (ict wk moaveovs lifelece 
is sock $33,000, second best week during N. Y. en-! ¢4 999 
gagement Wiltern (WB) (2,756; 33-44-55-€ 
‘Morocco’ continues toppling records wherever film | 75-85 N Vor (WB | 
piays, With a colo 1 week in Chicago, sock $22,560 | $14.000. L week Flvit Fk 
Pitt, bangup third sesh in Balto, smash in Cincy | (WB) crus! $4.500 
for season’s best bu e there ha $30 000 for Ritz (F WC) (1.372; 33-44-55. §5-85) 
ond Brooklyn stanz great in Nev ark record $17,500 K 1) (20; ~f ate Se pe 7s 3 
in Denver, giant second session in Seattle and huge | ¢,). ¢hj pot. Toast week. ‘Married 
$20.000 in Cleveland | Witch’ (UA) and silver Queen’ 
‘Who Done It?’ also continues racking up big totals.| (UA). unexcitine $6.200 
Fine on third Frisco stanza, it is big on Cleve. move- | 
over, nice in Jersey City, solid $20,000 in Brooklyn, | ° e ; ° 
hefty $19.000 in Newark, trim $16,000 in Denver and | Wilby-Kincey s Divvy 
big $19,500 in. Philly to better the opening week | 
‘You Were Never Lovelier’ (Col) rates a great $39,000 | aes , 
in two Boston houses, lively $16,800 in Jersey City Tre annual directors meeting of 


and fair on Philly holdover 
(RKO) is besting its opening week with fine $15,000 
in holdover and is nice in Minneapolis. ‘Moon and 
Sixpence’ (UA) big in Chi, solid $18,000 in Philly and 
good on Minneapolis m. o. 

From the keys: ‘Washington Slept Here’ (WB) is solid 
$23,000 in Pitt 
$17,000, Buffalo. ‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) topping Buf- 
falo and Louisville, and great $22,000 in Det. ‘Night- 
mare’ (U), fine $24,000 in Boston, with band. . ‘Air- 
craft Missing’ (UA), great in Frisco. ‘White Cargo’ 
(M-G) at huge $34,000 tops Frisco filmers. ‘Now, 
Voyager’ (WB), smash second sesh in Frisco, booming 
$21,500 in Wash. with vaude, great $43,000 in three 
L. A. spots and sock in Seattle. ‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep), 
great $16,000 in small Jersey City house. 
Birds’ (20th), $21,000 Fi holdover. 


‘Navy Comes Through’ 


hefty on co 


| was 


iN. C.. with a dividend, amount un- 


with band, hefty in Chicago and lively | 


‘Thunder | 


North Carolina Theatres. Inc., a Par- 
|amount-Wilby & Kincey subsidiary, 
held last week at Charlotte, 


| known but said to be substantial, be- 
ling declared. Stock in the company 
lis held by Par and the Wilby- 
|Kincey interests, R. B. Wilby presi- 


ident. Leon Netter, from the Par 
| homeoffice, who is a director in N. C. 
Theatres, attended the directors’ 
| meeting. 

While in former years, Wilby- 


|Kincey have always held an annual 
party for all employees around ithe 
year-end holidays, this year it has 


been called off due to war. 
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Until these ingenious seats are available, 
to take care of their overflow smart 
exhibitors are doubling and tripling 
their playing time for: 


I. Double-cl. ecke): Seg 
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‘YANKEE DOODLE DANDY’! CASABLANCA’! GEO. WASHINGTON SLEPT HERE’ / 
GENTLEMAN JIM’! ‘FLYING FORTRESS’ / ‘NOW, VOYAGER’/ ‘YOU CAN'T ESCAPE 
FOREVER’ ! ‘DESPERATE JOURNEY’ / ‘ACROSS THE PACIFIC'/ NexT_, ‘AIR FORCE’ / 


On To Victory! 
UNITED NATIONS WEEK JAN. 14 THRU JAN. 20 


Jack L. Warner, Executive Producer 
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wan’ Hits New Mark, Terrif $43,000 
In Solid Det; Story’ Giant 256, 2d 

















Detroit, Dec. 29. K Ci G 
Holiday week finds Detroit mark- ey ity rosses 
edly on the upbeat. Despite a week- 
end —_ papa hg ae | 0 Estimated Total Gross 
pet assy Ww ‘ ww 
the we cil-heeled war workers and a 7 ya pas ene Rone 
long holiday for the school kids ased on cities, 168 thea- 
combined with other factors here for tres, chiefly first rune, including 
unprecedented biz. mee 
Estimates for This Week Total Gross Same Week - 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 50-65)— Last Year........... $1,872,700 
‘Springtime Rockies’ (20th) (4th (Based on 22 cities, 151 theatres) 
wk) and ‘Junior Army’ (Col). With | gee 


a treshener added to the holdover, 
prisk $8,200 after last week’s $7, 500 
with ‘Sin Town’ (U) as coupling. 
Broadway-Capitol (United De- 
troit) (2,800; 50-65)—'Mrs. Wiggs’ 
(Par) and ‘The .Avengers’ (Par). 
Showing strength at $12,500. Last 
week, ‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) and ‘Dr. 


Broadway’ (Par) (3d wk), good 
$8,500. 

Fox (Fox- Michigan) (5,000; 50-65) 
_Black Swan’ (20th) and ‘Devil 
With Hitler’ (UA). Setting a terrific 


to crack the house record 


pace due 
Last week, ‘Between Us 


at $43,000, 


Girls’ (U) and ‘Sin Town’ (U), nice 
$18,000. 

Madison (United Detroit) (1,800; 
50-65!—Bambi’ (RKO) and ‘Army 
Surgeon’ (RKO) (3d wk), a great 
$12,000 after last week’s sound 
$10,000. 


ae 


Sun. caieeet See sen , at 
50-65)—' Palm each tory ar? 


and ‘Street of Chance’ (Par) (2d wk). 
Riding much higher than in first 
stanza with $25,000 due to top first 
week's great $18,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) (3,- 
000: 50-65)—‘Forest Rangers’ (Par) 
and ‘Friendly Enemies’ (UA). Great 
$22,000. Last week, ‘Wings for 
Eagle’ (WB) and ‘Lady Gangster’ 
(WB) (2a wk), fair $9,500 after first 
week's fine $17,000. 

United Artists (United Detroit) 
(2,000; 50-65)—"Yank at Eton’ (M-G) 
and ‘Pacific Rendezvous’ (M-G) (2d 
wk), okay $12,000 after big $14,000 
last week, 


SWAN’ SMASH 
326, PHILLY 





‘MOROCCO’ LEADER IN 
DENVER, RECORD 1736 


Denver, Dec. 29. 
Heavy Saturday snow .-clipped 
most firstruns but had little effect 
on ‘Road to Morocco’ at the Denham 
where it broke the house record. 
Naturally, holds over. All down- 
town deluxers are way above aver- 
age this wek. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 30-40-50-60) 
—Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Youth 
on’ Parade’ (Rep), after day and 
date week at Denver and Esquire. 
Fair $5,000. Last week, ‘Now, Voy- 
ager’ (WB) after day-date week at 
Denver and Esquire, fine $7,000. 
ola it cmenaamanean ASS pel 
60)—"“‘White Cargo’ (M-G) at 
‘Seven Miles from Alcatraz’ (RKO), 
after week at Orpheum. Mild $3,- 
500. Last week, ‘Seven Days Leave’ 


(RKO) and ‘Wings and Woman’ 
(RKO), after week at Orpheum, 
fair $3,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 30-40- 


50-60)—-‘Road to Morocco’ (Par). Big 
$17,500, for new theatre mark. Holds 
over. Last week, ‘Glass Key’ (Par) 
and ‘Wrecking Crew’ (Par), fine $9,- 
000. 
Denver 


(Fox) (2,525: 
—Who Done It?’ (U) and ‘Great 
Impersonation’ (U), day and date 
with Esquire. Fine $12,000. Last 
week, ‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and 
‘Youth on Parade’ (Rep) day-date 
with Esquire, first indie double bill 
ever to play Denver, big $13,000. 
Esquire (Fox) (742; 30-40-50-60)— 
‘Who Done It?’ (U) and ‘Great Im- 
personation’ (U), day and date with 
Denver. Fair $4,000. Last week, 
‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Youth on 
Parade’ (Rep), day and date with 
Denver and first indie double bill to 


30-40-50-60) 








‘HONEYMOON’ BANGUP 
$18,000, D. C.: KEY’ 206 


Washington, Dec. 29. 
Christmas lull is over though the- 
atres may be hit by the 48-hour 
week for government departments 
because more than half the agencies 
:ogaed enjoyed Saturday half holi- 

ay. ‘ 





Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66)—‘Glass Key’ (Par) with vaude- 
ville. Neat $20,000. Last week, 
‘Journey for Margaret’ (M-G) with 
vaudeville, liked by crix, but only 
fair $18,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 38-44)— 
‘Major and Minor’ (Par). Nifty 
$6,000. Last week, ‘We Are Marines’ 
(20th), pretty swell $5,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Now, Voyager’ (WB) plus vaude. 
Booming $21,500 indicated. Last 
week, ‘Neved Lovelier’ (Col) (2d 
wk), sub-normal $9,500, after open- 
ing week smash of $21,000. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 40-50-65)— 
‘Once Upon Honeymoon’ (RKO). 
Rolling in high for bangup $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Pittsburgh’ (U), slim 
$7,500 in six days. 

Metropolitan (WB) 
—‘Night to Remember’ 


(1,800; 28-44) 
(Col). Snap* 





$22,000 in Cincy: 





Sock Biz for Pittsburgh; ‘Washington’ 
Plus Stager $23,000, ‘Morocco’ 22/46 








B d G Pittsburgh, Dec. 29. 
roadway urosses Wow Xmas bix for most of the 
Golden Triangle. And is it wel- 
‘ come, coming after worst December 
Estimated Total Gross a that the oldest citizen can remem- 
This Week .... $545,000 ber. Highest fliers are ‘Road to 
(Based on 13 theatres) Morocco’ at Penn and ‘Arabian 
Total Gross Same Week Nights’ at Fulton, both soaring to 
ee Ca is eee ee $516,000 standout trade; for Par, ‘Morocco’ 


(Based on 13 theatres) 


‘Major’ Stout $11,000 
In Omaha; ‘Tigers’ And 
‘Get Hep’ Fine $10,800 


will turn in biggest gross one of that 
studio’s pix has ever collected at this 
$} ot. 

Ina Ray Hutton, backed by excel- 
lent stage support and ‘George 
Washington Slept Here,’ is putting 
Stanley back in higher brackets af- 
ter succession of depressing weeks’ 
while ‘One of Our Aircraft Is 
Missing’ looks like a modest winner 
a: Senator. ‘Icecapades’ is a disap- 
pointment at Harris, with long run 











Omaha, Dec. 29. of original here recently believed 
Best pre-Christmas week here in| to have taken the edge off it, while 
many years is being followed by| ‘Bambi’ at Ritz, on moveover from 


strong business despite a blizzard. | Penn, doing fine. 
Estimates for This Week | Estimates for This Week 





py $7,500. Last week, ‘Gentleman Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500; 11-| Fulten (Shea) (1,700: 30-40-55)— 
Jim’ (WB), slow $4,900. 30-35-50) —Flying Fortress’ (WB) /|‘Arabian Nights’ (U). A solid smash. 
Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)—|and ‘Escape Forever’ (WB). Nice|Grabbed sensational $6,000 Xmas 
‘Springtime in _ Rockies’ (20th). | $6.200. Last week, ‘Never Lovelier’| and day following, and even with 
Looks like $13,000, after first week | (Col) and ‘Daring Young Man’ (Col) | expected letup should have no trou- 
at big $17,500. (2d wk), good $6,000. bie getting great $15,000. That 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 11-30-| means a three-week run at least, 

35-50)—‘Major and Minor’ (Par) and| Maybe more. Last week ‘Sherlock 

Morocco Cc 0 ‘Behind the 8 Ball’ (U). Great Holmes ana Secret Weapon’ (U) and 
$11,000. Last week, ‘Yank at Eton’| ‘Give Out, Sisters’ (U) very dullish 

1 -y ae tine a4 wiemwnspetaptens wnitlbpie b.3. 3° nn lbidin Dinkins wobec dnedy 327208 eek wntiee. = 

fair $8,500. , Harris (Harris) (2,.00: 30-40-55)— 


‘Icecapades Revue’ (Rep). Prae- 
tically reduced to a five-day holiday 
week since it opened the Wednesday 
(23) before Xmas and got practical- 


Omaha (Tristates) (2,000; 11-30-35- 
50)—‘Flying Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Get 
Hep to Love’ (U). Stout $10,800. 
Last week, ‘Somewhere Find You’ 











+ ’ ° (M-G) and ‘Secret Enemies’ (WB),! ly nothing beginning of run. Rated 

all y Ine very fine $9,800 for second week. ee ae more only because of 

ei Sad -29-309) | Datura tleup between picture and 

BE nt Ry meee gs | ge yd arty yo Panga s John H. a 

oe Women’ (PRC) and ‘Kid Law and ac of theatre, is Chiel owner 0 

Christmas wate eae ol Order’ (PRC) triple split with ‘Bar- 1 ately ey — Gon 

for cinema center is almost double nacle , Bill (MG), Arter Bem ‘Night to Remember’ (Col) only 

that of last week. Far in the lead is |Kampf’ (Indie) and “Pardon MY | $6,000 } 

‘Road to Morocco’ at the Albee, with | GU" (Col), Hillbilly Blitzkrieg Penn (Loew’s-VUA) (3.300; 30-40- 

a lecal season’s high. ‘Yankee Doodle | (Mono) and ‘Living Ghosts’ (Mono). 55 )—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par). ‘Cros- 

Dandy,’ back at pop prices, is start- | Good $1,600 or better. - Last week, by-Hope comedy geared for smash 

ing off a run in the Capitol with a | ‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G) ‘King of Stal-| 955 so Should have no trouble 

fine figure. ‘Reunion in France’ at | lions’ (Mono) split with “Roving spreading a month’s run ov its 

the Palace is below expectations, | Tumbleweeds’ (Rep), ‘Mr. V’ (UA) subsequent spots Warner and Ritz 

Grand is above par with ‘Night- | and ‘Song p Islands’ (20th), nice $1,400. oat Sedaie “Memes? ‘mica mae 

ae ee P b, oe ep eetaiment at the yore 
"9° = } 

Pr ore (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50 )— | Jim’ Stout $74, 000 In | Ritz (WB) (800; 30-40-55)—Bam- 
oad to Morocco’ (Par). Socko $22.- | bi’ (RKO) (2d k Move > 
000 for Cincy’s high of the season. | Mor ” 306, H.0.: | fr om Penn smal I z ee ae 
Last week, ‘Johnny Marching’ (U), B klyn; orecco twice the ao iy LOURDES OR CONG 
ae So oe at this small-seater, 
six days, lively $9,000. | Getting big play _rom the holiday 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 3%-40-50)— | » oo ing kids and ousht ie eesie peatie 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB). En- | Brooklyn, Dec = close to $3000. wh a came Deen 
coring at pop scale for several; Holiday weekend resulted in hefty | or sits 4 Bar tats Mg aal wonderful 
weeks. Swell $14,000. Last week, | biz among practically all downtown | rere sae week ‘For Me and My 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) (2d run), sad ldeluxers. Several attractions bet- | Gal’ ¢ (M-G), in third week after pre- 
$3.500. | tered their first-week figures on | viously playing Penn and Warner, 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 20-30) holdover this week | held up pretty fair, $2,200. 
‘Texas to Bataan’ (Mono) and ‘City | Estimates for This Week tage (Harris) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
. . nn? ‘ . » -- | | 1e l AIrcre f 
islands’ (on gt Ero, tn We | Albee (RKO) (3,274; 30-50-65)— (UA). ct oy nae - Reger 
i (PRC) Back a pra oc “al 65 |‘Once Upon Honeymoon’ (RKO) and | vie with no chance for the tesla 
200. Last week ‘Scattergood Sur- | ‘Time to Kill’ (20th) (2d wk). Bright nameless foreign hit needed G t 
oieees AE ve, (RKO) and ‘Man's | 220,000. Last week, nifty $18,000. leet ef swell ne _ Nr 
World’ (Col). divided ‘with This | Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 30-50-65 ) - i mouth should help it we os Pee 
Wes Poris’ (WB) and ‘Old. Seree. | ‘Gentlen an Jim’ ‘WB) and ‘Secret $4 000 Bead tas ae ba AD zs 
stead’ (Rep), around $2,000, | |=£memies’ (WB). Heading toward | pojg Last week ‘Laugh Blues 
Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)— | Seat $24,000. Last week, ‘Sister| away’ (Col) and ‘Underground 
Nightmare’ (U). Okay $5,000. Last ie ae em Bere ao” Agent ’(Col) in the dumps at $2,700, 
week. ‘Whistling i te? A) (9 age -ol) (3d WK), good 9142, » 4 St: / (WB) (3 2.44.55 RR 
ae y” light $3 500. cn eee re | Met (Loew's) (3,618; 30-50-65 )— | eo ee Was Pincay Sle 7 Here” 
Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 33-40-50) | Who Done It?” (U) and ‘Behind | (wp) and Ina Ray Hutton’s wee 
‘Life Begins 8:30’ (20th). Disap- | Eight Ball’ (U). Solid $20,000. Last | Marion Hutton and Modermaires and 
| pointing $4.000. Last week, ‘Street of ; Week, ‘White Cargo {M-G) and | Jack Durant. WB ‘@huxer coming 
Chance’ (Par), season’s low here. Fags Trail’ (M-G) (2d wk), oke out of the doghou again with this 
DZ 5. 7 a | tre QZ ) 4 ( st ce c 
Lyric (RKO) (1,400: 28-33-42)— Majestic (Siritsky) (1,850; 25-50) ates pon gg Mee 2 os a ¢ and 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G). Second move- |‘Dawn Great Divide’ (Mono) and | g93 gg perhap eve! sae ae tf 
over for third week on main line. | ‘Pride of Army’ (Mono). Okay $3,- >| more than yt le t ae pei 
Good $4,000. Last week, ‘Eyes of Un- }000. Last week, ‘Rear of Enemy’ | rible $11.000 with I png Bite ’ | ~ ‘a 
| derworld’ (U) and ‘Give Out. Sis- | (Artkino) and ‘Silent Men’ (PRC), | and ‘Plving Fort eat (WB). es 
ters’ (U), fair $3,500. mild $2,000. : » Mes ioe, WB) ¢ 9 ANN: 4 49-55 
Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— | Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 30-50- | «yr Wiges’ (Par) an . ‘Aldrich, 
‘Reunion in France’ (M-G). Sad $8.- | 65)—‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) and | Editor’ (Par ) ‘adie By d d , pole: ts 
500 Last week, ‘Night to Remember’ | ‘Aldrich, Editor’ (Par) (2d wk). | unti] 12 hou befo » wi a} know 
Col), okay at $8,500 | Whammo $30,000. Last week, hefty | going to play Xmas week Wound 
Shubert (RKO) (2,100; 33-40-50)— | $24,000 ne Bg AE say er ge Dlr ngs On ae 
Night to Remember’ (Col). Trans-| Strand WB 2.950; 30-50-65 ro gtd “hil a am n aifference 
ferred from Palace for second stan- !|‘Flying F f WB and id- ; “ “eas sina ‘3 > — 
1. Fair $3,500. Sam last week on/cat’ (Par) x vk Nice $11,000 ceniadl 4 ‘ _ > is! , a: 
‘Black Swat 20th ) (Gd wk). _}La t week. ditto. tas ~ Mate pe —— Fmt brutal 
r Ama Last week orest Rang- 
er (Par), on moveover fron Penn 
under $3.000. ' 


play Esquire, good $4,000. 
Philadelphia, Dec. 29. Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 30-40-50- 
Terrific business over Yuletide |60)—‘War Vs. Mrs. Hadley’ (M-G) 
weekend is sending boxoffice grosses | and ‘Seven Sweethearts’ (M-G). Fine 
zooming this semester, Topping the | $12,500. Last week, ‘White Cargo’ 
league is the first showing of |(M-G) and ‘Seven Miles Alcatraz’ 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ at popular | (RKO) big $15,000 and would have 
prices in the Mastbaum, with ‘Black | held but for Christmas week. 
Swan’, at the Boyd running a close Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 30-45)— 
second ‘Can't Escape Forever’ (WB) and 
Also faring nicely among the new- |‘Man in Trunk’ (20th). Mild $6,500. 
comers is ‘Moon and Sixpence’ at |Last week, ‘Holmes Secret Weapon’ 
the Aldine. ‘Whistling in Dixie’ plus | (U) and ‘Behind Eight Ball’ (U) fine 
Tommy Tucker's band is also in the | $8,000. 
big money at the Earle. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 35-46-57-68- Bob He Cre $93 000, 
en and Sixpence’ (UA), ope reat 
Plenty solid $18,000. Last week, N k; Don It Bi 18G 
Between Us Girls’.(U), scraped bot- ewar one t ig 
tom at $7,000 
Pm ate Agen Rl 35-46-57- Newark, Dec. 29. 
or 3% or’ (Par) (2d | 
run) (3d wk). Buoyed up by excel- Biz back on the beam again after 
lent Yuletide biz, fine $4,500. Last | two weeks of pre-Christmas b.0. 
week, fair $3,300. doldrums ‘Road to Morocco’ at the 
Boyd (WB) (2.569: 35-46-57-68-75) Paramount, is setting a dizzy pace. 
—Black Swan’ (20th). Super-spe- ‘Who Done It?’ also is substantial at 
cial $32,000, with good $5,200 for | te Branford. 
Special Earle show, Sunday. Last Estimates for This Week 
pa Me My Gal’ (M-G) sloughed _Adams ( Adams- Par amoun (1 
f on third sesh to $7,506. 950: 25-40-65-75-99)—‘Smith Minne- 
Earle (WB) (2.768: 35-46-57-68-75) |sota’ (Col) and Earl Carroll ‘Vani- 
_ Whistling in Dixie’ (M-G) with | ties’ on stage. Bright $16,500. La 
rommy Tucker orch on stage. Tor- | week, ‘Po wder Tow (RKO and 
rid $31,000. Last week, ‘Here Go | Bob Allen orch, othe: mn stag 
ty (RKO) plus Tony Pastor | $13,800 
ren, very pallid $15,000. | Branford (WB) (2.800; 30-35-6( 
Fox (WB) (2.425: 35-46 57-68-75) | 75-90) ‘Who Done It?’ (U) and 
—Who Done It?’ (U) (24 wk). Even | ‘Great Impersonation’ (1 Nice 
‘tter than initialer with $19,500. | $18,000. Last week, ‘Flying Fortré 
30w-in netted Okay $18,000. (WB) and ‘SNehind Eight Bal { 
Karlton (WB) (1,066; 35-46-57-68) | $15,000. 
sedans be: oe bygel (20th) -- run).| Capitol (WB) (1,200; 20-30-35-44- 
man Jin Last week, ‘Gentle- | 55)—'Wake Island (Par) and “Mai . 
$4,500 anal (WB), slightly better | ried Witch’ (TU A) Bright $3,800. 
Keith's ‘war 293 Last week, ‘Now, Voyager (WB) and | 
—Me My Gal’ (2,220; 35-46-57-68) | ‘Get Hep to Love’ (U), $2,000 
Very hot $8 000 pe ‘- 7 os Fue? . Paramount (Adams-Par) (2,000; | 
ried Witch’. (UA) aa ‘$3 TR | 35-45-55-60-75)—"Road to Morocco 
second run. a ae — for | (Par). Riding to terrific —e = 
Mastba 109. aa em we. | Seven show daily. Last week, ‘Fly- 
Yankee ” Esa, ‘Bene Po | ing Tigers’ (Rep) and ‘Youth Parade’ 
Lots of Zing with $35 000 es bot | (Rep) (2d wk), $12,000. 
Showing at popular prices. "Pix had | Procter’s (RKO) (3,400; 35-55-65- 
a long run at Boyd at " advanced | 75-85) —Seven Days Leave’ (RKO) 
ae: Last week. ‘Washington Slept and ‘Dr. Renault's Secret’ (20th). 
ere’ (WB) wound up third week Okay $17.500. Last week, ‘Thunder | 
with mediocre $13,800. Birds’ (20th) and ‘Seven Miles from 


oi ‘Stanley (WB) (2.916: 
3)— Never Lovelier’ 
Just fair $14. 


35-46-57-68- 
(Col) (2d wk). 
500. Last week, 


factory $16,000. satis- 
_ Stanton (WB) (1,457: 35-46-57-68) 
wk). By somes Through’ (RKO) (2¢ | 
last Week. h $8,500 after fine $8,800 | 





Alcatraz’ (RKO), $16,000 





| State (Loew's) (2,600; 30-40-55 -65- 
75)—Never'Lovelie (Co D and | 
‘Pierre Plains (M-G). Will finish 

|around $17,600, tidy Last week 
‘White Cargo’ (M-G) ind ‘Laug! 

|'Blues Away’ (Col) (2 wk), ng. $8 


1 000. 


‘Johnny’ Scandals 
In Forte Cleve.; 


Wham 695, 00 


‘Done It’ Nice $17,500 In 


¢ ’ J. C.; ‘Tigers’ Forte 16G 
Morocco Huge 20G «2S ss fons 
Strong lineup and holidays have 


business booming. 


_—_ | Surprise entry is 
* | ‘Flying Tigers,’ which is doing terrifie 
Cleveland, Dec. 29. ,55)—‘Springtime Rockies’ (20th) aa | biz at small-seating State 
It's ‘Road to Moroccd’ at State | wk). Better than house average, $2,- Estimates for This Week 
versus George White’s ‘Scandals,’| 400. Last week. ‘Now,Voyager’ (WB) | _uoew's (Loew's) (3.205; 35-44-55- 
linked with ‘When Johnny Comes’ at | (3d wk), good $2.300. , | 65-75)—‘Never Lovelier’ (Col) and 
Palace Both are slugging i it out for | Pelace (REO) (3,700; entte een. ‘Pierre Plains’ (M-G) Lively $16.- 
the top money, with the girl show | «when Johnny Comes (U) mlus | 022: Last week, ‘White Cargo’ (M-G) 
getting an edge. However, ‘Morocco’ | George White's ‘Scandals’ ao, ‘alae ;} and ‘Laugh Blues Away’ (Col) (2d 
- terrific. Biz in general is Lowa st Girl hot haeged be oe ae Fr vag wk), $7,500, dismal 
Estimates for This Week mart $25,000 ] nak a mg ‘Night t 9} Stanley (WB) (4500: 35-44-55-65- 
Allen (RKO) (3,000; 35-40-45-55)— | Remember’ (Col). with Sall y Rand, | 89)-——Who Done It?’ (U) and ‘Street 
‘Who Done It?’ (U) (2d wk). Very on Jarrett’s nail light $15 500. % of c hance’ (Par) Bright $17.500. 
healthy $9,000. Last week, ‘Spring- | _ wha : 1a | Last week, ‘Flying Fortress’ (WB) 
time Rockies’ (20th) (2d wk), mild | State (Loew's) (3,450; 35-40-45-55) | and ‘Varsity Show’ (WB) (reissue), 
$4,300. | —'Road to Morocco’ (Par). Going to o | sour $14.500 
Hipp (Warmers) (3,700; 35-40-45- | terrific” $20,000. Last week, ‘Glass| State (Skour: as) (2200: 35-44-53- 
55)—Once Upon Honeymoon’ (Col). | Key’ (Par), sluggish $10,000. | 65- 85) ‘Fly! Tige (Rep) and 
Pointing to satisfactory $15,000. Last Stillman ‘Loew’s) (2 a 35- . 45 | ‘Li Begins at 8:30’ (20th). Nifty 
veek, Who Done It?’ (U), fairish | 55)—‘Aircraft M ssing’ JA). ll | $16,000. for +} not Last week, 
$11,000 | $5.000. Last week ‘White Car¢ m 2d|‘Navy Comes Through’ (RKO) and 
Lake Warners) (800 35-40-45- ! wk), oke $5.500 Or - nan’ (RKO). blah $9.500 
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Talking Back to the Screen Again 
In Louisville: Juve Heckling Not 
Taken as Seriously as Elsewhere 


+ 





Louisville, Dec. 29 

Another .outbreak of heckling at 
one of the downtown deluxe hous ses | 
has created comment among regular 


Gold-Braided Preem 
For ‘Stand By’ in D. C. 


patrons of the first runs. Cause of | 
the new rash of audience razzing of Washington. Dec. 29 
the screen feature was an independ- | so udeeeeenel i og tang 
y . . ; a cast of | . . « ” _ . 5 
ently produced pic, with a cast the United Sates will sponsor pre- 
er, bviously corny, imiere of ‘Stand by for Action’ at 
eting was so obdviouUs!! a - : 
pag iho s alace theatre tomorrow 
and dialogue so trite, that youths of oo Pe tg th the house will be 
hish school age had a field day talk- | ™ : a oe See Hb 
ona b ‘k t "th fil ion Even | loaded with gold-braid and digni- 
ng back to the film players. E Ses 
os : i taries. 
lie ft the house at the Satur- |** ae 
age Sige ie - disgust at | Acceptances thus far include At- | 
ay . z cee a itorney Genera! and Mrs. Francis 
the picture than at the exuberance of |... 4.) a sen Witte “6 
~~ per ssa Sintune has! Biddle, Mrs. Woodrow Wilson, As- | 
the juve patron ao - ae sistant Secretary of the Navy Arte- 
ate lenty word-of-mou c \: / 
ae pny oS ee | mus L. Gates, Vice-Admiral and Mrs 
> rerse : ‘ . x . - 2 
9 meg on ong the nabes is be- Charles E. Courtney, Major General 
—_ : ea Thomas Holcomb, Mrs. Cornelius 


coming commonplace hereabouts, but 
the recent flareup in one of the 
town’s super-seaters is a new thing, 
and indicates that the paying custom- 
ers are not exactly pleased with the 
brand of product being shown as 
second featires. Heckling and hoot- 
so..bgisterous and loud that, 
ee sree he 9 


Vanderbilt, Vice Admiral Charles P 
Snyder, Rear Admiral and Mrs. 
B. Woodson and Mrs. Alexander 
Legare. 

Also Rear Admiral and Mrs. J. A. 
Furer, Rear Admiral and Mrs. W. S. 
Farber, Gen. and Mrs. Albert L. 
Wierka nies tersastuattbteloneiteret heen he 








Was GilitGst  itiep 2 ssanaresriracrels it re 
Lig ‘actically every erin wales . ’ 
the paren prac Ate snewers Admiral and Mrs. A. H. Van Keuren. 
line was greeted wi 7 and Rep. Katharine Byron and 


and jeering remarks. 

Explanation may be that a lot of 
the teen-agers are now earning good 
wages, and patronizing downtown 
first-runs, and they are bringing the 
heckling habits acquired when they 


Thomas D’Allesandro. 


Frank Buck Tours 


were patrons of the nabes, into the Key Spots in East 
downtown houses. Exhibitors pro- 
fess not to be as disturbed at the 


On ‘Jacare’ Bally 


trend here, as elsewhere, as they feel 





that the outbursts are merely in the —— 
spirit of fun, and that the young} Group of informal personal ap- 
patrons are at least getting their! pearances by Frank Buck is getting 
money’s worth by letting off some | United Artists’ ‘Jaeare’ off with nice 
steam. momentum in eastern key cities. | 
Buck made a series of talks before | 
More Than Vandalism clubs in Providence, did a p.a. in the 
San Francisco, Dec. 29. lobby of the Globe, N. Y., when the 
Juvenile lawlessness, as far as|jungle thriller opened last Saturday 
theatres are concerned, ‘graduated’ | (26), and also made some personals 
eut of the vandalism class here when|jin Boston in connection with the 
four youths knocked down and} film’s opening there. 
robbed Jack Gunsky, assistant man-| At N. Y. opening, Buck auto- 
ager of the El Capitan, in the inner} graphed some 2,000 tropical helmets 
lobby of the house \for juveniles attending Globe. U.A 
Gunsky was taking $61 from the/jalso did a trim lobby bally with an 
boxoffice to a safe in his office when} animated giant cobra and two life- 
one of the youths knocked him |!size stuffed leopards. Jungle display 
down with a fist blow. A second | was hly modified in keeping with 
bandit grabbed the money and be-|N_ Y. fire department regulations 


gan running, with the other two cov- 


ering their escape. 


Patrons succeeded in capturing a 


‘Cinema Music Festival 


15-year-old boy and recovering me | : " 
money. The three others escaped,}| Novel Sureseater Stunt 
but two of them were taken into| Fifth Ave e Plavhouse N. Y 
ustody late) ook ex ) P " ye] 
) p : \ Christmas Week 
Delinquency in Mich. Too program House is featu g two- 
Detroit. Dec. ,29 hour music fil festiv: with ad 
Rising tide of protest against juve- | pointing up s ippearance ol 
Rile delinquency here, vhic has {|sucl 1usical heavyweight is Sho 
seen agitation for a curfew has jtakovich, Pa Robe Bruno W 
gathered strength with the enact-|ter, Richard Taube and Chaliapin 
ment of such laws in out-State cer Filn concert roun » also 
ters. cludes Andre Bauge. Harold Kreu 
Young mobs here not only have/|berg, Paderewski, Davide Lichine 
been a problem in the theatres but |Don Cossack and the California 
recently gangs numbering more |Junior Symphony Orchestra Long- 
than 100 have gone on destruction ;haired bill also features sequence 
raids which caused thousands of dol- | from ‘Pagliace ‘Mi igie Flute, 
lars’ worth of damage to theatres, | ‘Barbe of Seville Fledermaus’ 
clubs and bars which had banned jand ‘The Merry Widow.’ with Franz 
them fo tne ( 2 Ki Let ( { atter, and scenes 
That ne pre ¢ ust a Dig l , ‘ P Za I 
elty one n € ¢ red it was |;otner An } light scene 
solely because of the ck of home | fron 937 ro-Hit Salzb 
supervision, ith the large employ- |Festival of M Reinh Every 
ment of both parents in the huge ima 
war plants as the chief difficul 
is MOWT) DY ine ( tment of i - 7 . 
eee a oe ONLY ‘8 BEST’? 
City the iew law 1 © rigid that 
no one who can’t show a draft reg- | And S. F. Examiner Cuhe Also 
istration card is permitted on the Missed the B's 
streets after 10 p.m San Franciscso, Dec. 29 
Thus far there has been no indica- | As far as Kevin Wallace. film 
tion that theatre men jntend any |°'tle for the Examiner, is con- 
opposition to a Detroit curfew in jcerned, there werent “ten’ best! 
view of the headaches they've had | {lms of 1942. In answer to the ‘10 
in recent months. | best’ lists, Wallace said in the Ex- 
RE 4 (ea Na ;aminer there were only eight pix 
Gimmicks Get Brush | of the year he ‘sat through without 
- drawing pictures on my cast list, | 
In More - A. Houses dozing, playing tick-tack-toe, mash- 
~~" |ing or any of the other subterfuge 
Los Angeles, Dee. 29 Dike. 2 : . , 
. . _ os dear to jaded reviewers. 
Gimmicks have been dropped In order of preference. the cht 
after nearly three years by Jack |ijctc tego death 2 gg Bt 
é A ; listed by Wallace were the revival 
Berman’s Eastland Theatres, a cir- of ‘The Gold Rush.’ ‘Bambi.’ ‘Mrs 
it of 11 houses. New move means |Minjver’ ‘Kino ah Made” oli mee 
ne ed et 3 eivenwnys. used anleee tn ee Bom,’ “Talk of the 
ae eS OP erie. Ts S|Town,’ ‘To Be or Not to Be. ‘My 
hy pos on Tuesday and Friday nights. | Sister, Eileen,’ and ‘Wake Island’ 
Elimination of business stimulants ‘Let me add in parting,’ said Wal- 
follows the general trend in thisjlace, ‘that I missed most of the B 
territory. Fox-West Coast started it|pictures on double bills and my sis- 
in November and various independ-|ter tells me thev we + ‘aude 
ents have follows P ea hett. 


Ww. 
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and Morgan renamed the 
Canteen.’ 


Wing, pot 


‘Victory 
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Skouras Managers Joining MPA: 
6 U Promotions; Exchange Briefs 








Morgan had ballyhooed the open- | 
ing, stating that the entire committee . 
of ‘the white canteen’ had pledged | With 76 Skouras managers brought , ner, Capitol, Madison, Wis.: Ted Tur- 
it upport and would attend thejinto the Motion Picture Associates, rell, Beverly, Chicago; Wallace J. 
opening ceremonies in a body. But | Jack Ellis, newly -elected president, pee oe" ogee O.; ad 
on the opening night not one mem- | believes that by Fe Gret of the your | Save . ~ Vv wee 
ber of the Theatre Wing setup|0r_ Shortly thereafter the member- | Richard England, Virginia, @harles- 
el . . iship will be boosted to 500. The or- | ton, Va.; Henry Rastetter, Warner, 
showed up. | gaai_ation, originally just for film|Erie, Pa; Robert Neilson, State, 
Some blamed the frigid weather isalesmen, is now teking in theatre Johnstown, Pa.; Jack Sanson, State, 
Others said, privately, they had been managers. The 76 Skouras men were Manchester, Conn., and John Hesse, 
\‘warned’ by influential Negroes not} brought in by Bill Rodgers, general Roger Sherman, New Haven. 
/to have anything to do with the/sales managers of Metro, who has . 
” 2@ ‘ ) r , > - 
| place | long oor eory = — epg Ezell Texas Barker 
Morgan was openly disappointed at| , —_ 1 oa Y. . "1 oe oS me Dallas, Texas, Dec. 22. 
tega : ie ; +t ,| Astor inotel, N., Y., early in January Claude Ezell was elected chief 
ithe lack of cooperation from the} es Po ; 
| for the installation of officers of the | barker of the Variety Clubs of Texas 
white community. He was particu-! yp, » 2 ‘Nis sales manag neg > a y cae 
MPA for 1943. Ellis, sales manager | Tent No, 17, at the recent annual 
larly burned at the fact that no for RKO at the N. Y. exchange, | meeting. 
white entertainer showed up to per-| former v.p. of the organization, be- M. M. Lewis, representihg the 
form for the 60-odd servicemen wh» | comes president, while first v.p. Will | Houston branck of the club, was 
attended. Collections from a public | be Morris Saunders, assistant to added among the new directors 
‘preview’ netted about $400 and 500} Arthur Abeles, metropolitan N.Y. | chosen, 
packages of food and cigarettes j} district sales manager for 20th-Fox. 
«i ain fs « —<. ‘ >. : sai ae “ ave cade a" 
Negro entertainers from local nit- | Other officers for 1943 are Sol Crawford Heads St. Louis Club 
: | Trauner, exchange sales manager for St | Dec 2 
eries put on a show. Chairman of}, oi Se MR ete a : St. Louis, Dec, 29. 
: . | Columbia, treasurer; Charlie Penser, Harry Crawt , A here f 
the entertainment committee is Doc | ...) .<m; - RKO) fin: al secre- arry awtord, manager © 
- ‘ |sal:sman for R , financial secre-|pPanchon @& Marco's Missouri. ir 
Hyder, president of the Negro loca)/tary: Matthew Cal former filr Roses: a ’ , 
a | tary, atinew ann, ner Ni | midtown, was elected Chief Barker 
of the Musicians Union. seller now unattached, second v.p., | of the St. Louis Variety Club suc- 
Morgan declared that Negro ainion;and M, Fraum, Columbia salesman, ceeding Harry C Arthur ir, who 
| officiais were contemplating issuing secretary , R held tke post two vears. Clarence 
| an order to Negro performers net| Ellis states the MPA will not hold | Will) manager of the Col local ex- 
| to work the Theatre Wing’s canteen au — dinner-dance this year | change chosen First Assistant Chief 
| here in retaliation for the failure of |CUe t® he war emergency. Barker; Sam Levin, co-owner of 
| white actors to cooperate. ——— — — nabes, Second Assist- 
When informed of the opposition Bill Scully Ups 6 at U a a). Se Teen. ,, Dough 
> 2 ut ef Barnev Rose Te) uy and James Arthur, Property 
: Saad ices ott x a _» +Master. 
I feel that someone ought to over Boston, Philadeiphi: ow Others chosen were Fred Wehreu- 
| Going something for our own boys.| Haven and Washington, and eleva- | berg, Edward Arthur, Thomas Cana- 
| That's why I opened the Negro can-| tion of Edward L. McEvoy to posi- | Yam, Ralph McGowan, Rex Williams, 
teen. As soon as the USO does some- ition of assistant eastern division manager of Loew's, and Herbert 
thing I'll close my place up.’ manager, headed the list of six sales Washburn, C anvassmen. Lou Sansell 
Asked what he’d do with the finds | force changes made by W. A. Scully, = oe a sal —— vreedl 
be equipment he collected. he said:| ¥--P- @nd sales chiei at Universal orth ae nas COPCITION, 
early this week. In making the} W!t evin and Ray Nolan, al- 
| ‘I'll probably turn it all over to them s oenat 
lithe USO)” | changes, Scully pointed out the pro- es. . 
[Se vas j}motions all follow the U policy of ¥ 


There is no rectriction against 
Negroes at the Stage Door 
but Negro leaders here claim 
| colored boys 
; the spot in the basement 
| Academy of Music. 


Canteen 


of the 











 Salesmen Burned | 


eee «SC Continued from page 5 








that | 
‘don’t feel at home’ at | 


sent the complaints on to the Home| 


Offices in New York, and there it} 
was pigeonholed and = seemingly 
nothing more heard of it. All the} 


} 
;execulives 


acknowledged that 

ling should be done, but what could 
| they Ah, but haven’t we an 
ganization which is supposed to take 
| care of all these things that arise in 
the industry? 


some- 


do? or- 








elevating salesmen from within the 
ranks of the company. 


Lee Mayer Vice Walsh in N. J. 
George Walsh, handliny sales for 








Rose, who becomes manager over | Warners in northern New Jersey, has 
the important eastern district, has] resigned and may return to theatre 
been with Universal for 20 years. | operation. He owns the Strand, 
He was manager of the San Fran- | Yonkers, but it is in a poo! with Par- 
cisco office from 1938 to 1941, when | amount and RKO in that town. Prior 
he moved up to the Chicago post.| to joining WB on sal Walsh oper- 
Ed Heiber, who moves from thejated the Yorktown, N. ¥ He soid 
manager spot at Detroit to Chicago, | out that operation. 
has been with the company’s sales Lee Mayer, former Warner sales- 
department for 15 yeai j}man, more recently n charge of 

McEvoy, who joined Universal|checking percentare engagements 
after being on RKO’s sales force, in| out of Warners’ N. Y. exchange. will 
1941, moves up from his special | supervise the N. J. territory Walsh 
representative post to become the] handled. 
company’s assistant eastern division Simce WB has no western-southern 
manager under Div Mg! Fred | division salesmana:« with head- 
Meyers ; quarters at the home office, the ter- 

John J. Scully. who's been man- ritory being handled by district men, 
ager of the Buffalo branch for the | Kaimenson is covering sules in these 
last five years, takes over the Boston | widespread regions 
fTice managership., succeeding the 
late Paul Baron, who lost his life 

the Cocoanut Grove nitery dis- Joe Unger Coming Back 

ster Abe Weiner. special repre- Joe Unger, for many years eastern 
entative out of the Boston office | division sales manager for Para- 

nee early in the year, becomes | mount, who resigned that post earlier 
Buffalo branch manage) this fall, is preparing to rejoin dis- 

Ted Mendelssohn ho with | tribution ranks following recupera- 
| Warner Bros and Metro before tion from an appendectomy which 
joining U. moves up from Indian- | recently had him hospitalized. Since 
apolis to the snot Detroit vacated | leaving Pa r a ilso spent some time 

Heiber in El Paso, Tex., \ ting } nephew, 
Richard de et vie ! tne sere 

Ben Smith to Albany Mt there as a medic tudent, — 
Albany. N. Y Unger states that e Nas no deais 
Ben M. Smith. veteran film man, | 22 at present which he can discuss. 
new booker fo) Monogram in A report was that he Thigt join 
Albany, replacing Bill Murray, who pre Artis and RKO is also rue 

Hed to S0th Fox a tant after mored a possibilit 
Elmer Sichel went with Schine a 

ort subject booke 1 Albany: and Loew's N. Y. Realignment 
Buffalo district: Smith has been Two new district minave and @ 
connected with motion picture dis- | number of shift various districts 
tribution since the silent days, book- | of the N. Y. city Loew circuit an- 
ing, selling and managing in New | nounced by C. C. Moskowitz. James 
York, Albany and elsewhere. Nate | Grady, for a number of vears man- 
R. Sodikman, formerly of Buffalo, |}ager of Loew's New Rochelle. made 

local Monogram manager. district manager for New Rochelle, 

—_ Mt. Vernon, Youke White Plains 
Al Selig to Pitt nape a a, Road K nd American 

— = i n the east Bronx 
Al Selig. formerly handling RKO Sall Lev a eee 
xploitation ir Boston ha been coe. saan . cage of 
— ys : : eg, | Loew's 46th St.. Brooklyn, promoted 
ransferred to 2 a bi “tl He left | to manager of the division cluding 
New ge Monday (21) to take UP |the 46th St., Coney Islar ark 
neu ct. | Or mn oS oO \ an Boro Park 
| Oriental, Alpine. and Bay Ridge ~he- 
| atres in Brooklyn. Larry Beatus, dis- 
Harry Tishkoff Under Knife | trict manager f Wesichest e} 
Rochester, N. Y., De 29 upervision of the Mi atta 

Harry rishkoff Empre nabe, | group of 11 theatre plus the Capitol 

nderwent an operation in Strong | and Astor, 
Memorial Hospital Reporte ed cetting | Maurice Seidlitz Ruger Vivers, 

ong okay and Vi permitted to | William Downs and S H. Meinhold 
have visitors Christmas Day. His | continue as division heads, complet- 
vife. who regularly assists in operat- | ing the supervisory staff for the 75 
ing the theatre, is taking charge | Loew houses in the meiropolitan 
during his absence. area. 


| Yes, but what are they doing, the 
| hundreds of film salesmen want to 
| know to alleviate their hardshi 
to get for them the much needed 
coupons that will enable them to 
make their territories without the 
orry of being stranded. They have 
bi iob to do: they are the fai 
ity ts of the morale fron 
hrough r efforts that the mes- 
ige the various war agencies want 
to bring to the people are placed on 
the screen, and no exhibitor has the 
temerity to say no. He must find the 
booking time for them—and in many 
tances this may react against time 
for the picture the salesman is trying 
to sell. 

The film salesmen are angry at 
their treatment—they are wondering 
why they are not officially put in 
he category of fish, flesh or fowl a 
egards to being essential] to the win- 
nit of the war. No one has taken 
pn the idgels in their behalf. Many 

ve privately stated that with th 
‘urtaliment of their gas rationing 
hey ll have to stick to their orie- 

jobs of selling their own pic 
and if they have the ch 
take re of the Government 
ve an ood, if not, let the Go 
( ent send out its own men to 
he dates for their various propa 
Just a Film Peddl 
) LL 
| “Dail Variety’ 
| y Variety 
i———— Continued trom page 4 aaa 
Christmas eve, with the final con- 
tributions of gifts coming in dur- 
ing a pouring rain. It reached 
|Czmp Young just as the boys were 
assembled for reveille Christmas 
morning. There they were greeted 
with loud cheers as they unloaded 
their gifts that had already been 
wrapped here. Major General Wal- 
ker, in command, stood alongside 
of Chaplain Leach as the latiei 
made his presentation to the lads 
most of whom had no Christmas | 
auts from home, but were more 
han happy that Hollywood had re- 
ind remembered 
ent), 


Seymour Mayer, district manager. 
left Saturday to become a lieutenant 
in the army. Dominic Barrecca, dis- 
trict manager, resigned several weeks 
ago. These vacancies were filied with 


WB's Awards to Mers. 
Awards of a framed citation and 
$100 in cash, in recognition of results 





during the past year, were presented | the appointments made by Mosko- 
to 17 Warner theatre managers by | witz. 
Joe Bernhard at a dinner recently. | : 
336 - ¢ - - a 7 e ce . Pe a | * 
a nhard on ie ive of ab ence ft om | Reelect Kozanowski 
| arners to serve in a Naval post in| Buffalo. Dec. 29 
| Washington for the duration. ca | “i 
0, © fer the Ginna .s peat Stanley Kozanow ski operator of 
lite ‘ore : . G N the Rivoli, reelected chicf barker of 
anagers |[ ored are eorge -ift ‘ietv nt 7 » 
Pe rigs le erg ~ Sirah oe | he Variety Club, Tent 7. Elmer Lux, 
Rod on Fat ee REF OWR, Md.: | RKO, is first and Ralph Maw. Metro, 
odney Collier, Stanley. Baltimore: | second assistant Murray Whiteman, 
Harry Schlinker, San Pedro, San} Whiteman’s Song Shop. js secretary. 
Pedro, Cal.: Harold Wiedenhorn, | and Dewey Micha: of the Palace 
| Branford, New ark; Arthur Man- j}and Mercury, is ti Delegates 
fredon a, Fabian. Hoboken; Al Reh,|to the national conve ion are Lux 
Mastbaum, Philadelphia: John Roach, | and Michaels Bob urphy. 20tl 
: tah Ard nore, PP doe sergin, | Century beco? 1 canvas 
Cheste Con- | man. 
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"Soll picture... reals 


istic and inspiring.” 
—N. Y. Journal-American 


“the Keak thing... 


something you ought 
to see.” —N. Y. Post 


“Brisk ... lively... 


Dowie. _N. Y. Sun 


“Pulls no punches... 


r 8 
9 4i 
arian ow Z A te ak peed PRD ALB 9 2 Sead OO Reg Da Ot 


—N. Y. Herald Tribune 


“Absorbing. Sreiling. 


—N.Y. ps 
“Marines have the 


bye Moffice « uation 


well in hand. 
—N. Y. Daily News 


Rouling tribute to 


the greatest fighting 


men on earth.” 
—N. Y. World-Telegram 
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CENTURY-FOX 
RELEASE 


Sr Oe 


A FULL-LENGTH 
Fighting FEATURE 


Produced by THE MARCH OF TIME 
in cooperation with the U.S. MARINE CORPS 





Send in your Pledge today! UNITED NATIONS WEEK, Jan. 14-20 
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Star Spangled Rhythm 


(MUSICAL) and loose-joint business, and Kath- 
Paramount telease of Joseph  Sistrom lerine Dunham, w. k. Negro dancer 
heyy Snag ee org Bing Crosty. hay une | in a number designed to stimulate | 
\ r M —. Mave Mastin Verot I the Navy. 
red MaeMurray, Dorothy ! wr, D In addition, making its film break- 
l Alan Ladd, Franchot Tone, Paul- | jn js the Golden Gate Quartet, out 
ette Goddard, Betty Hutton and ba suran | of Cafe Society, N. Y., and radio and | 
H ned ‘ar? Overman, Cass Daley, | concert appearances. They're cast 
Walter Catlett, Walter Dare Wail & (% as dining car waiters and do Let's 
A Colonna, Marjorie rt = , 'Y | Hit the Road to Dreamland’ after it | 
dap ye dy Retty. Rhodes, Johnnie | has been introduced by Mary Martin 
johnston, Katherine Dunham Golden |} and Dick Powell. Latter pair is by 
Gate Quartet, Walter Abel, Dona I no means slouchy itself in warbling 
Gil Lamb —_ a Pt tore — tt the tune, but the Golden Gate rendi- 
aaa Tuxené. Gongs. Johnny Met tion is without a doubt one of the | 
Harold Arlen: score, Robert Emmett | finest hunks of singing ever heard 
olan; camera, Leo Tover; editor. Ar-| from the screen. At the preview 
hur Schmdt. Tradeshown at tie jus. |caught, the audience burst into a 
indie theatre, N. Y¥., Dec. 29, 1942. Run- aught, the audience C , 


I 

t 

I 

ning time, 99 MINS. 
I 

I 

] 


Webster Victor 
Betty Hutton 
Eddie Tr ken 
Walt \ be 
Anne Rev 


Gil imb 
Y Edward Fi ling 
M SO . seh chee CRnees Edgar Dearing 
Himself Fddie Rochester 
Dancer Katherine Dunham 
Specialty Act Walter D - — hl & Co 
. haw: ; 
"eee err erie ys FES hdr ge TR 
Sa TE crectevcese : ? James Millic: 
TOMMY «..cccccceseces : Eddie Johnson | 
Themselves ; Slim and Sam | 
Only trouble exhibs will have in | 


selling ‘Star Spangled Rhythm’ will 
be in finding a marquee big enough 
to hold all the names. By aciual 
count there are 16 of Paramount's 
b.o. toppers listed in the official 
billing as ‘starred’ and 20 more 
players as ‘featured’. Which no doubt 
sets a world’s record of some kind. 
And fortunately, Paramount has set 
them up in a gay and frothy musical 
o-Pany <%ty ea ae - - bree ~¢ 
such a stellar carioad, Dut actdal 
show the names to advantage. Ex- 
hibs will find it a very profitable 
curtain-raiser on 1943. 

Excent for a few gags and situa- 
tions, ‘Rhythm’ has essentially noth- 
ing new in it. But neither has a 
Christmas tree. Yet both bring yvood 
cheer because of the way they’re 
dressed up. The whole thing. as Har- 
ry Tugend has written it and George 
Marshall directed it, is fresh, alive 
and full of bounce. 

It’s a gay and good-humored tune- 


Moore | the quartet had finished 


Cass Daley | Mercer 
| heavy calibre, although ‘Dreamland’ | 
| registers tops among the ballads and 
|‘Doing It for Defense’ as a novelty 
| Others 
| ‘That Old Black Magic,’ ‘Sharp as a | 
| Tack,’ ‘Old Glory’ and ‘On the Swing | 





pic, but on the grand scale. Not 
merely the grand scale of the gi- 


gantic production numbers of a 
decade ago—although ‘Rhythm’ even 
has one of those, too—-but grand be- | 
cause of the personalities who wan- | 
der in and out of the pic, because | 


of the seven listenable tunes, be- | 
cause of the general lavishness of | 
the production and because of the 


downright gaiety of the whole af- 
fair. 

Best of all, most of the flock of 
stars do much better than the usual 
smile and a couple lines. They've 
been given real parts or specialties 
that blend nicely into the whole. | 
Among the names whose contribu- | 
tion to the film deserves more than 
perfunctory billing are Bing Crosby, 
Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour, Paulette 
Goddard, Veronica Lake, Mary 
Martin, Victor Moore, Betty Hutton 
and Eddie Bracken. 


Scaffolding for this galaxy is the | 


arrival at San Pedro of Bracken and 
a pile of his Navy shipmates. Brack- 
en’s father (Victor Moore) is a for- 





mer hoss opry star who’s now a 
gateman at the Paramount lot. 
Rather than disclose this comedown 
to Bracken, Betty Hutton, a Par tel- 
ephone operator who’s in love with 
the lad, convinces Moore that 


he | 


should say he’s head of the studio. | 
| 


Bracken thereupon brings his ship- 
mates to the lot (promising each of 
them a 24-karat Par blonde) and 
Moore has to attempt to play the 
big-shot that his son has billed him. 

This leads the Navy (not to say 
Moore and the ingenious Miss Hut- 
ton) into and out of one scrape after 
another in the studio, but also pro- 
vides a showcase for any number of 
stars, who play themselves. For a 
next-to-closing, the Par contract list 
decides to put on a show for the 
sailors. This is m.c.d. by Hope and 
gives lots more opportunity to work 
the name players into specialties 
Pic is loaded with good comedy. 
some of it more to be appreciated 
by show biz insiders than general 
audiences, but one bit by Bob Hope 
and William Bendix stands out as 
the funniest thing since the hey-dav 
of the Marx Bros. It has tough-guy 
Bendix in a stall shower and Hope 
trying to hide from him by slinking 
around behind him in the very nar- 
row confines. 

Another swell-bit is a tune 
by Paulette Goddard, Dorothy La- 
mour and Veronica Lake. In a mel- 
ancholy version of a sister trio, they 
voice their disappointment at what 
they’ve turned out to be in Hollv- 
wood. Goddard complains she’s noth- 
ing but a filler-outer for a sweater. 
Lamour the stuffing for a sarong 
and Lake the gal behind a one-eyed 
bob. Tune is labeled ‘A Sweater. a 
Sarong and a Peek-a-Boo Bang.’ 
Good for a terrific laugh doing a 
couple choruses of the number are 
caricatures of the gals—in suitable 
costumes, of course—in the persons 
of Walter Catlett, Sterling Holloway 
and Arthur Treacher. 


As if all the Par names weren't | 


enough, the studio has imported a 
number of nitery and vaude turns. 
all out of the top drawer. They in- 
clude Cass Daley, who does her fa- 
miliar and. nifty comedy routine, 
throwing her face and back out of 
joint; Gil Lamb, comic and harmoni- 





;/1n cOmparison to 


sung | 
| 


'who do their famed 


| the 





ca virtuoso; Walter Dare Wah! & Co., 
sticky fingers 


spontaneous roar of applause when 
It was as 


though they just couldn't restrain 


, | their appreciation. 


Almost all seven tunes by Johnny 
and Harold Arlen are of 


not mentioned. above are 


n | Shift.’ 


‘Old Glory’ is used for a patriotic 


finale which seems out of place and | 


|tacked on as an after-thought, as | 
if someone suddenly remembered, 


‘Gee, we haven’t waved a flag in 
this picture. We’ve got to do some- 
thing about that.’ They got it in, but 
it is an appendage the film couid 
very well do without. 

Tugend undoubtedly had a swell 
time in writing and Marshall in di- 
recting ‘Rhythm’ for they had op- 
portunity to toss in the foibles of 
a number of studio execs. These pro- 
vide a flock of laughs that the gen- 
get. Par studio head, for instance, is 
named ‘B. G. DeSoto’ (B. G. De- 
Sylva), with Walter Abel playing 


Unainyg = 


the part. His boss is ‘Mr. Fremont’ | 
with Edward | 


(Y. Frank Freeman), 
Fielding in the brief role and pour- 
ing himself a Coca-Cola (Freeman 
is a Southerner and addicted to 
cokes). Cecil B. DeMille actually 
vlays himself, as do Preston Sturges 
and director Ralph Murphy. Latter 
two have minor laugh lines in act- 
ing themselves. 
There can be no 
lavished the works and ran the 
gamut on ‘Rhythm.’ B.o. results may 
be axpected to be commensurate. 


They Got Me Covered 


(ONE SONG) 
RKO release of Samuel Goldwyn produc- 
on. Stars Bob Hope, Dorothy Lamour. 
Directed by David Butler. Screenplay by 
Harry Kurnitz from original by Leonard 


doubt that Par 








stripe. Sometimes it takes and some- | 
but ‘They Got Me} 


times it doesn’t, 
Covered’ as a whole is disappointing 


in light of past Goldwyniana and the | 


talent that went into it. 
less, with Bob Hope and Dorothy 
Lamour for the marquee and proper 
selling the pic undoubtedly will hit 
a substantial b.o. stride. — 

An apparent endeavor by screen- 
writer Harry Kurnitz and dialog 
writers Frank Fenton and Lynn 
Root to be Supe r-funny has certainiy 
resulted in a barrage of enterta 
gags and situations, although lacking 
spontaneity. t’s just too clear how 
hard the boys were trying. Hope, in 
brief, has been shortchanged by the 
writers and though he succeeds in 
giving plenty of lift to the film. he 
hasn’t been able to make a 100% 
solid laugh-fest out of it. It suffers 
another current 
Hope starrer which will be hitting 
theatres about the same time. 
Paramount's ‘Star Spangled Rhythm.’ 

Film is loaded with one situation 
gag after another, all hung on a 
flimsy plot, and most of them bear- 
ing very little relationship to it. 


Hope is pictured as a newspaperman | 


who’s just been fired as a Moscow 
correspondent for completely miss- 
ing the German invasion of Russia. 
He returns to this country and goes 
to Washington in the hope of re- 
establishing his rep. A complete 
dope, he runs by chance into an Axis 
Spy ring and, with the aid of the 
FBI, Navy and Marines. not to say 
Miss Lamour, captures the enemy 
agents. : 

In the hunt for the spies, Hope 
gets himself entangled with a crazy 
man (Donald Meek) in a spider- 
webbed room and goes through an 
ancient burley routine that’s almost 
as morbid as it is funny. He later 
finds himself at Niagara Falls, framed 


Neverthe- | 


ining 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Star-Spangled Rhythm’ (Par). 
Super-duper musical! with a flock 
names; certain for strong 





ot Stal 
biz 

‘They Got Me Covered’ (Gold- 
wyn-UA). Bob Hope-Dorothy 
Lamour comedy OK but not 
boffo 


‘Happy 


Go Lucky’ ‘musical) 
(color) (Par) sight musical 
fare of average b.o. strength. 
‘Hitler’s Children’ (RKO). In 
the propaganda vein, but well 
done. Should do good b.o. 
‘Night Plane From Chungking’ 


| ‘«Par). Dull war-espionage mel- 
ler geared for the subsequent 

| duals. 

‘Lady Bodyguard’ (Par). For 


the lower duals. 

‘Henry Aldrich Gets Glamour’ 
‘Par). Unusually strong Aldrich 
| series story, with sex appeal 
angle helping. 

‘Sherlock Holmes and_ the 
| Secret Weapon’ (U). Story and 
action rate okay in this series. 

‘Thunder Rock’ (Metro-Brit- 
ish). Remarkable technical work, 
but of negative boxoffice value. 


‘The Yanks Are Coming’ 
| (Songs) (PRC). For the minor 
duals. 
‘Shadows on. the Sage’ 
(Songs) (Rep). Latest in Mes- 


quiteers westerns, good action 


picture. 








pe married te a strange blonde 
pean on Martinis, With some reatts 
Niusvreus consequences as the whole 
retinue of the hotel comes into the 
room to offer its wishes. Another 
laugh-getting routine has Hope track- 
|ing the spies to a beauty shop and 
|escaping them by donning a Veronica 





|That’s topped by Hope masquerad- 
ing aS a wax figure in a display 
| while the spies are in the room plot- 
| ting. 

| No asset to the film is the quality 
|of much of the acting, particularly 
that of Miss Lamour, whose flat de- 
livery of her comparatively (to her 
|other pix) numerous lines makes 
| Hope have to work twice as hard to 
sell his gags. Among the thespially 
more advanced members of the cast 
jare Otto Preminger as the leader 
of the spy ring; Lenore Aubert as a 
Mata Hari, and Edward Ciannelli as 
another member of the gang. 

Director David Butler has succeed- 
ed in keeping the film moving, al- 
though it is sometimes a_ battle 
against the episodic construction of 
the situation gags. Production is up 
to top standards. 

There’s one tune in the film, ‘Palsy 
Walsy.’ written by Johnny Mercer 
and Harold Arlen and sung by Miss 
Martin. It’s very listenable. 





HAPPY GO LUCKY 


Spiegelgass and Leonard Q. Ross; camera, 
Rudolph Mate; editor, Daniel Mandell; mu- 
sic, Leigh Harline; song. Johnny Mercer, 
Harold Arlen; special effects tay Binger 
| Tradeshown Dec. 20, ‘42. Running time, 
96 MINS. 
Robert Kittredge ' Bob Hope 
CRFIBtIME Feil. cccccccecess Dorothy Lamour 
i: Lenore Aubert 
Fauscheim......eccecese...-Otto Preminger 
Baldanacco......+eseceee.-- Edward Ciannelli 
Glori pnebeee? Marion Martin |} 
tte Ce BOM cc cccccs Donald Meek | 
s y MS ukECCEOCESEE SOC 60 Phyllis Ruth } 
PRICHIIMNUEDs 0 062 006db0e0% Philip \hn | 
MAINS cas 55 3c aes ed” Donald MacBride | 
PE: cova bec beea ences: Mary Treen | (Musical) 
DOI co 0eseesbsar Pe ren Bettye Avery } ‘ 
So" eee eoccccccveeee- Margaret Hayes | (COLOR) 
OO Per ee ¢ ere rer Mary Byrne Paramount release of Harold Wilson pro- | 
<9. 5-606 060 6beuaesdeuas William Y or St M Martin, Dick Powell, 
Faber ee eeewesenese Henr Gutt r I H ‘ I Bracken, Rudy Val- 
SONG WORE. . oc ddccercece Florence |} es ¢ Direct e« irtis Bernhard. Screen 
Hotel Manager....ccccces \\ er ( \‘ ¢ DeLeon, Norman Panama 
Vanescu P a a by John Jacoby 
Red... 5 hry Ley ON ae Frank S Michael Uris imera, Karl 
Struss ané Wilfred Cline; editor, Ells- 
o_o orth Hoagland. Tradeshown in New 
samuel Goldwyn has taken top| zou, Oc. ©. ‘ Rumicg ts, & 
comedy writers, a top comedy direc- re 
tor and a top comic and distilled | > yg Pies ak ly i 
them into a farce of the broadest | \ ni eh pao ....Eddie Bracke 
I S BEORNOSSY ..ccccscees Betty Hu I 
CG BOMPOO A. oo 56 060060068 Rud Valle 
| 3 Sl I Corre rer Paig 
Mi ! Pree rr cee Clem I S 
PRGHERE © oskcs se vexeens SSylvia Opert 
(Gene Cale 
I y We BS. 6iscnaws Frances Raymond | 
1 MONEE. cs ck db eecuew avn Irving Bacor 
~ Reporter. ...cece ere rere Arthur Loft 
\ MAMAPEr..ccccocesess Paul McVey 
I x PMEr .ccccccece. Donald Kerr 
Lorraine Miller 
Barbara S r 
- Rebel Randa 
‘eieeeue med A416 “Sa 
| Lynda Gre 
2La P he 
‘Happy Go Lucky’ is a likely lit- 
tle 1usical which Paramount has 


decked out in Technicolor and a rea- 
sonably expensive production. It 
S a number of good tunes sung by 
Betty Hutton, Mary Martin and Dick 
Powell laughs and a couple 
nice specialty dance numbers, done 
up in colorful costumes. Thus sup- 
plied with the rudiments of a pleas- 
ant tunefilm, ‘Happy’ will snare mod- 
;erately good to strong business. 
| Wisely forgetting about the war 
|as far as this picture is concerned, 
Par locales the film on a nameless 
Caribbean isle which, without too 
| much Hawkshawing, can be identi- 
ified as Trinidad, inasmuch as _ it 
| boasts Caiypso singers, Mary Mar- 
|tin, playing an ex-hat check gal at 
the Rainbow Room, N. Y., arrives 
)on the isle with a small b.r. amassed 
|for the purpose of allowing her to 
jact the wealthy lady and catch a 
wealthy husband in the process, 
Dick Powell and Eddie Bracken. 
a couple island loafers, discover Miss 
| Martin's secret. So does Betty Hut- 
ton. a showgal who has come down 
on the same boat and is romantically 
attached to Bracken. The trio, in- 
stead of showing up la Martin de- 
cide to help her land the kind 
coin-ridden mate she’s after 


some 





and cash 





Lake wig and a cold cream mask. | 





} 
in themselves on her success. She's 


thus introduced to Rudy Vallee, the 
lad with the gold. Powell and Miss 
Martin, of course, do all the marry- 
ing (and to each other) in the end. 

Plot, as can be seen, is no heavy- 
weight affair, but provides all that 
is necessary for a musical of this 


type. It keeps things moving at a 
fast pace and offers the chandelier 
on which the tunes can be hung. 


Miss Martin capably handles the bal- 





lad department, with an occasional 
assist from Powell, while Miss Hut- 
ton, of course, is hot on the jive. | 
They divide up six numbers by | 
Frank Loesser and Jimmy McHugh, | 
including a few which are already | 
being plugged on the air. Best of | 
the numbers are ‘Let’s Get Lost’ and 
the title tune, ‘Happy Go Lucky.’ 
Miss Hutton’s tunes, on the other 
hand, are too much on the novelty 
side for wide acceptance. 


finds him- 


Oddly enough, Valley 
self in the cast with nary a note to 
warble. He's virtually being type 


cast by Paramount, playing the same 
role he recently did in ‘Palm Beach 
Story.’ It’s the stuffy boy of wealth 
with the pince-nez. And, as in the} 
latter film, Vallee has turned out to 
be a very acceptuble comic charac- 


ter player. Par should get him out 
of the groove, however. 

And speaking o* grooves, rest of 
the cast are strictly in their respec- 
tive slots and all doing a neat job 
of it. Miss Martin is the romantic | 
comedy vis-a-vis with the ready | 


pipes; Miss Hutton the bouncing bun- 
dle of energetic jive who ts ripening 
into a more than passable comic un- 
der the Par studio tutelage: Bracken 
the brash youngster who learned un- 


der the George Abbott banner on 
Broadway how to put acress a gag 
linc, and Powel] the inno. .ous op- 


posite end of the romance axis and 
a fairish warbler. 

Par pretty extraneously introes a 
Calypso singer—one of those Trini- 
dad minstrels who allegedly invents 
lyrics to suit the occasion. This one, 
unbilled but believed to answer to 
the title of ‘The Duke of Iron,’ does 
the familiar ‘Don’t Make a Pretty 
Woman Your Wife,’ a fave on disks. 
There are also some native dances, 
adding to the general entertainment 
quality of the film. Costuming is all 
exceptionally attractive and 
brilliant by the Technicolor. Raoul 
Pene DuBois, from Broadway, and | 
Hans Dreier, were the art directors. 

Film is marked by a number of 
flip quips which are good for solid | 
laughs. Biggest guffaw-getter is 
Bracken’s remark to Miss Hutton | 
after she has con plained that she’s 


madae 


| childhood 
|of his 


| girl 


| Opposite 


the whole ungodly 
brought about the 
Order in Germany. 


While the more bloodthirsty de- 
vices of Hitlerism, such as mass 
executions and the terrors of the 
concentration camp, have been wise- 
ly kept out of the action, the crue]- 
ties of the Germanic regime now jn 
power are effectively keynoted. For 
instance, the scene where the gir] 
(Miss Granville) is about to be 
flogged, receiving a couple of strikes 
of the lash before being released. 
and the shots from a distance of 
the hospital room where women 
are being sterilized. 

The voice of Kent 


theory 
so-called 


Which 
New 


Smith, who 


|; Plays an American-born school pro- 


fessor, is occasionally heard off- 
screen as he relates portions of the 
story in the first-person. He starts 
the film off by taking the action 
back to 1933. Intersticed at various 
points are newsreel shots of coun- 
tries that were invaded by Ger- 
many early in the war. Only once is 
Hitler seen as he rides through the 
streets of a conquered town. 

So far as plot is concerned, it 
dwells mostly with the struggle of 
Holt between adhering to the Hit- 
ler order and weakening in the face 
of the things that happen to his 
sweetheart. Not certain 
fealty, Gestapo chiefs put 
Holt to the test by hounding the 
they think he _ love Ulti- 
mately, he saves her from the lash- 
ing and is placed on trial where 
he i:ebels and is shot on the spot. 

Holt gives an excellent perform- 
ance and looks the part he plays, 
him, Miss Granville like- 
wise acquits herself. very credit- 
ably. An outstanding job is done 
by H. B. Warner as a bishop, whose 
church service is broken up by 
Gestapo agents on the hunt for Miss 
Granville, who has taken shelter 
there. The dialog given Warner 
proves very trenchant. 

Kent Smith is less effective than 
others in the able cast, but he does 
well nonetheless. As a Gestapo high- 
er-up, Otto Kruger commands spe- 
cial attention, while Erford Gage, 
another Hitlerite with power, ren- 
ders an effective performance. Lloyd 
Corrigan plays a German journalist 
who's anti-Nazi. 

It is Corrigan, who speaking of 
times gone by, ends the film with 
the philosophic observation _ that 
people still remember Beethoven's 
music, but not Napoleon’s speeches, 

Char. 


Night Plane Chungking 


Paramount release of Watte: Mack wene- 


so aE 4 ae i Michel Kraike production Stags Robert 
— wearing sweaters exclusively | Preston. Bilen Drew: features Otto Kruse: 
Or months and hasn't captured aj Directed by Ralph Murphy Screenplay, 
man: ‘You know you only get out Earl Fenton, Theodore  Reave Lemer 
of a sweater what yo SS rr cee mace; Bases a8 
é it you put into it. latory by Harry Harvey: camera. Theodor 
— —— Sparkuhl; editor Ellsworth Hoagla 
I . Previewed in Paramount projection room, 
H TLE S CH N. Y., Dee. 23, '42. Running time, 69 MINS, 
R ILDREN Captain Nick Stanton Robert Preston 
RKO release of Edward A. Golden pro- | eevee heat SAR PIE ne Sew 
duction Feutures Tim Holt Bonita Grane Rev Dr Van Der Lieden Stephen (ieray 
Vile, Kent Smith Cotte WKrugeé) hI K Captain Po.... rtteereeeeoeeecee Sem Yung 
Warner, Lloyd Corrigan, Erford Gage, Di- | M#dame Wu...ceecceeseeres Boo Fong 
rected \ ‘dw Dmvtrvk Basel o1 he REOONE DUORUE . cc idscicarkes tto Kruger 
jmevel, ‘Education for Death,’ by Gregor | Major Brissac..........+....Ernest Dorior 
| Zeimer; adapt n, Emmett Lavey: editor, | (oUntess Olga Karagin......Tamara Geva 
foseph Norieg mer Russell Melly Lieut rang R \llen Jung 
Previewed at RKO SUth t iN \ 1) 18, | ie 
#2; tradeshown, Dec. 28. Running ‘time. | ; , : 
80 MINS. | Trite, obvious espionage meller 
mart Braner : Tim Holt | With Sino-Jap war locale will serve 
Ann: I “r ton ) 2 ae ¢g } j } 
sae “0 a a Bon . wn — las a filler in the subsequent runs. 
> BWOUOIs 66-00 0666668 Aen h . ) 
i Gan. ee tin ail | Five writing credits are involved in 
BE ds da saaessades H. BOW r | ‘Night Plane from Chungking,’ a thin, 
Franz Erhardt eG Llovd Corriz hackneyed yarn 
Dr. Schmidt . fr . fs , 
' . ; Robert Preston and Ellen Drew are 
. . | handicapped by a tough assignment 
The ruthless and barbaric philoso- | V4 a lukewarm romantic theme, 





phies of Nazism and the manner in 
which the youth of Germany is 
moulded to a prehistoric, militaristic 





order which destroys all sense of 
decency, have been forcefully 
brought to the screen in ‘Hitler's 
Children.” Done with careful re- 
Straint rather than with a view to 
|} injecting a gruesome note, audiences | 
| will appreciate it without feeling | 
| that the propagandic’ motives are | 
too evident. Howeve;y, anything 
;} about Hitler and his policies must, 
| perforce, he propaganda. | 

There are no names of. stellar | 
boxoffice importance in the cast, but | 
the entertainment as well as ex-! 
ploitation values may be relied upon 
for result The picture lends it- | 
self aptly to exploitation and should | 
not be difficult to seil, with the | 
business possibilities appearing from | 
good to strong. depending upon the | 
extent and effectiveness of the mer- | 
chandising by the theatre 

Edward A. Golden is the pioducei 
and this is his maiden effort. Hav- 





ing obtained a _ good director in 
Edward Dymtryk and an able com 
pany of players, he has turned out a 
feature for wartime purposes that is 
entitled to net a nice though prob- 
ably not a big profit. 

Golden has taken Tim Holt out 
of the westerns field to essay the 
leading role of the German boy who 
grew up to become a Gestapo of- 
ficer, but could not grow away from 
the childhood love he had for a girl 
who suffers the tortures of the Nazis’ 
barbarity. She is Bonita Granville, 
who though born in Germany and 
being schooled there, is an Amer- 
ican who resists every effort to 
Nazify her. 

_ While the story backgrounds love 
interest, the romantic note is struck 
principally as a means of accentu- 
ating the savage and relentless]v- 
pursued teachings of Hitler. the ij, 








in- | 


of human delight suggested by his fol- | 
|lowers in ' 


Carrying them out, and 





}sequent duals. 


though both turn in as adequate a 
performance as possible under the 
circumstances. Motivation is weak 
all the way. 

Story concerns motley group of 
passengers on route from Chungking 
to the Indian border. They land at 
a secret military air base, where 
Preston, American pilot serving with 
the Chinese army, takes charge. In- 
stead of turning them back to Chung- 


king, Preston gets orders from Chi- 
nese higher-ups to fly the passengers 
to their destination. Plane is shot 


down by Jap war planes and a Nazi 
master spy, posing as a priest, steers 
them into Jap captivity. 
Otto Kruger stands out in 
the loud, vulgar, turncoat 
business man apparently trafficking 
in Wal goods. Also in for good ‘up- 


porting bits are Mme. Soo Yong, as 


role of 
Eur opean 


|the once-wealthy Chinese noble- 
woman on a secret war mission to 
| India, and Ernest Dorion. as the 
French officer whose heroism aids 


| the group escaping from Jap clutches. 


Mort. 


LADY BODYGUARD 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Paramount release of Sol Cc. (Burt 
Kelly) production. Stars Albert, 
Anne Shirley: features Walburn, 
Ed Brophy. Directed by William Clemens 
Screenplay by Edmund Hartman and Art 
Arthur, based on Story by Edward Halde- 
man and Vera Caspary: camera, Daniel 
Fapp; editor, William Shea. Tradeshown 
e Mins: Dec. 29, '42. Running time, 
cg? ae ee: Eddie Albert 
a © ..Anne Shirley 
Avery taymond Walburn 
MOOSE SEROMA. 66 6sc0:006:0.5.6 ..Ed Brophy 
R. L. Barclay............Donald MacBride 
Mother Hodges..............Maude Eburne 
Elmer Frawley .. +»-..Clem Bevans 
George +.+..- Roger Pryor 


Siegel 
Eddie 
Raymond 


Jamieson. 


tee wnee 


MacAHster....... 





Lightweight picture for the sub- 
lit- 


jine, 


with 
the 


Story sputters and fades, 
tle to give it a lift along 


(Continued on page 23) 
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rauman-Duane Highlites’ (2-a-Day) | 


Clicks in Frisco Debut; $12,000 Nut 





= 


| 
NS ; | 


San Francisco, Dec. 26. | 
Sid Grauman, in association with | 
Flora Duane, presents ‘Highlites of | 
1943 two-a-day vaudeville show; | 
features Gertrude Niesen, Borrah 
Minevitch’s Harmonica Rascals (8), 
Johnny Johnson, Mario & Floria, 
Diamond Bros. (3), Red Donahue 
and Uno, Paul Regan, Paul and 
Paulette Blanchard, Coleman Clark, 
The Herzogs (5), Lydia Sue, Rossi 
Sisters (2), Mel Wesleder’s Orch, 
at Alcazar theatre, San Francisco, 
Dec. 26, '42, $1.65 top, ($2.20 Satur- 
days). 


Sid Grauman’s version of two-a- 
day vaudeville opened here Satur- 
day (26), leaving little question but 
that show is set to stay around for 
considerable time after polishing 
process has been completed. Melange 
of acts and revue lingered on stage 
for three and half hours at opening 

erformance, and, having been re- 

earsed only a week, it had _ its 
bumpy spots. 

Grauman’s nostalgia sentiment 
for Frisco, where he got his show 
biz start appears to have been con- 
sciously tailored into show. It has 
indefinable atmosphere that coin- 
cides with sporting nonchalance as- 
sociated with city. The old Alcazar 
theatre, which Grauman_ unshut- 
tered for ‘Highlites,’ especially lends 
itself to first part of show, which is 
a review of ‘The Theatre of Yester- 
year.’ 


This harking into past, with scenes 
and songs of Gay Nineties, is stero- 
typed but nevertheless gets over on 
its nostalgic appeal. 


The more enthusiastic reception 
was given to second part of show, 
which takes on character of straight 
vaudeville. 


An act that is not even orthodox 
vaudeville, a table tennis game be- 
tween two champs, with audience as 
cheering sections, is as well received 
as anything in show because of 
amazing dexterity of players in 
strenuous game. 

Gertrude Niesen carries off star- 
ring role in great style, putting over 
three versions of ‘Oh, Johnny,’ and 
other songs. 

Paul Regan should get better bill- 
ing. His apt mimicry of celebrites 


whammed the house. Mario and 
Floria, ballroom team, almost rate 


label under which it is billed, ‘the 
utmost in dancing.’ 


Roughhousing of Borrah Mine- 
vitch’s Harmonica Rascals scored 
with customers although their music 
was almost a total loss opening ver- 
formance because of faulty micro- 
phone. Herzogs, in their aerial act, 
are breath-taking. Johnny Johnston 
is okay as M. C. for latter part of 
show and he and his partner, Gayle 
Roberts, put over a couple of songs 
in good style. 

Diamond Brothers’ routine song 
and dance and roughhouse act is a 
reminder of the more corny aspects 
of vaudeville. : 

Grauman’s nut of more than $12,- | 
000 on ‘Highlites’ will require a/| 
constant stream of customers. 

Miller. 


WINDSOR, N. Y. 


Hal McIntyre Orch (16) with 
Lyttle Sisters (4), Tony Dezxter; 
Smiles & Smiles, Don Rice; Shorts. 





This is not a good show. About 
the only thing in it that makes an! 
impression is the Hal McIntyre 
orchestra, and even that combina- 
tion has shown to better advantage. 
Bea Wain was scheduled for this 
bill and though she’s advertised she 
qgoes not appear, due to illness 

McIntyre’s band, a comparative | 
newcomer that got its start about a 
vear ago in N. Y., is not as good as| 
it once was, a conviction that’s based | 





mainly on weak arrangements | 
rather than musical ability, When) 
caught it was playing in an un- | 
usually stiff manner, particularly | 


from a viewpoint of rhythm. This} 
could conceivably be a result of the! 
arrangements. McIntyre himself! 
plays tenor sax, and does a right! 
smart job when he’s called upon.;| 


However, in his introes 
nouncements he’s still 

ened musician, 

he’s improved a shade since last| 


year. Band is composed of five sax | 
(including leader), four trumpets, ! 
three trombones, three rhythm. 

Vorking with band are the Lyttle! 
Sisters, a quartet that has been| 
with other outfits under various} 
names. They're cute despite fact | 
they don’t deliver melodies in any} 
exceptional way. Tony Dexter,| 


youngster recently added, will work| 


| Paui Draper. 


rather 


dancers who begin with a 
fol- 


awkward looking bit together, 





lowed by solo and duo tap routines. | standout 
Next are the Little Tough Guys, two} Jackie 


fellows who do nothing and take a 
their act 1S 


long time doing it; 

patterned similar to the Three 
Stooges. One of the two. sings, 
and to cover their lack of an 
act he does three songs, ‘When 


Lights Go On,’ ‘Frenesi’ and ‘Day- 
break.’ One would be sufficient. 
Don Rice, comedian, doesn’t help 
things either. He dishes out ma- 
terial that all too frequently is 
green with age. He does another 
bit wherein he imitates his wife 
clothing herself in the a.m; of 
course the main point is getting into 
a girdle. 
Biz fair. Wood. 


HIPP, BALTO 


Baltimore, Dec. 24. 


Benny Davis and his ‘New Stars 
on Parade’ with the trumpet twins, 
Sheila Roberts, June Lloyd, Marilyn 
Day, Three Ross Sisters, Pepe & 
Pepita, Jerre McMakon, Ann Barett, 
Tim Herbert (Herman Timberg, Jr.), 
Felice Iula and House Orch (13); 
A Night to Remember’ (Col). 


Benny Davis has been coming 
through here for many years with 
his assortments of budding players 
and always manages to click in 
showmanly fashion. Current lineup 
leans more cn youth than previous 
frolics, but the talent is there in 
spots and Benny keeps them mov- 
ing at good pace. 

With house band on stage and 
troupe seated at tables in traditional 





style, Davis starts matters with a 
vocal plug for It’s a Long Way 
Over’ after which he intros the} 


Trumpet Twins, boy and girl tooters, | 
who give impressions of various | 
name band styles for a nice tee-off. | 

Sheila Roberts next hangs im- 
pressions of movie and radio per- 
sonalities on to a vocal, earning a 
strenuous encore bit given over to 
version of Joan Davis giving out 
with vocal of ‘You Tell ’Em, I 
Stutter.” Good for laughs and a 
solid response. Brief acro bit by 
June Lloyd follows with Marilyn 
Day next with straight vocals of 
‘For Me and My Gal,” ‘White Christ- 
mas’ and ‘Five by Five,’ all in the 
groove and smoothly sold. 

Pepe and Pepita are a youthful 
rhumba combo who register well 
and make room for a real sockeroo 
in the persons of The Three Ross 
Sisters. Nice appearing youngsters 
punch out one of the best acro jnter- 
ludes caught here in moons and tie 
matters into a solid knot. Back 
bend and return from a_ high | 
pedestal and another version of the| 





|'Betty Engels, 


STATE, N. Y. 


McFarland Twins Orch (13) with 
Dick Merritt, Jack 
Palmer, Ross Wyse & June Mann, 
Mitzi Green, Jackie Miles; ‘My Sis- 
ter Eileen’ (U). 


Holiday show moves at a moderate 
pace until it’s half completed, then 
suddenly picks up speed with two 


acts of Mitzi Green and 
Miles. From there it’s 
strong. 

McFarland Twins band a fair 
musical combination of five sax, 
three trumpets, two trombones, 
three rhythm (no guitar) sells it- 


self mainly on the strength of vocals, 
which are delivered unendingly. It 
seems everyone in the band, includ- 
ing the twins who each play sax in 
that section, have some sort of vocal 
assignment. This commercial attack 
neatly covers the weaknesses of the 
group musically and it all makes a 
nice impression. ¢ 

Opening with ‘Hip Hip Hooray’ the 
brothers, who apparently aren't 
schooled in the art of mc’ing, intro 
Betty Engels. She gets off ‘Mr. Five 


by Five. Next is baritone Dick 
Merritt, from saxes, with ‘White 
Christmas’ and ‘There Are Such 


Things’ with the girl, the twins and 
another musician forming a quintet. 
They’re okay. Later Jack Palmer, 
trumpeter, is in with a fair version 
of ‘I Can’t Give You Anything But 
Love.’ *‘Malaguena’ and ‘One 
O'Clock Jump’ comprise the non- 
vocal efforts of the band. 

Ross Wyse and June Mann tee off 
the acts. Wyse finds polite recep- 
tion to his solo.gag work and it 
isn’t until Miss Mann comes on and 
the pair get tangled up in an adagio 
lesson routine that the customers 
begin to warm up. Finish in a duo 
dance that gets ‘em off with appre- 
ciation. 

Mitzi: Green’s contribution is sure- 
fire. Opening with her standard 
‘What Do They Think I Am,’ she 
runs through dialect material, im- 
pressions of Hollywood stars doing 
a War Bond pitch, leading into one 


|of her own capped by ‘Praise Lord.’ 
|Gal has a wealth of giggle material 


incorporated into her polished de- 
livery and she knows how to drive 


it home. A fine act. 
Jackie Miles, heretofore confined 
mostly to night club work, has a 


peculiar, unassuming delivery for a 
comedian of his type, but the style 
makes his stuff more effective. His 
punch lines have a habit of sneaking 
up on the customers, rather than 
being forced upon them and the re- 
sult is a constant stream of explosive 
howls. It’s impossible to detail his 
stuff: perhaps the strongest bits are 
an imitation of a burlesque barker, 
and his standard rapid-fire resume 
of the show to a patron just finding 


a seat. " 
Biz good, Wood. 


FLATBUSH, B’KLYN 


Smith & Dale, Diosa Costello, Jan 
Murray, Bob & Maxine 
Sunny Dunham Orch (16), Mickey 


same trick from a position on the | Rov, Dorothy Claire; shorts. 


| 


floor are bell ringers for eight min- 
utes, all dynamite. 


Jerre McMahon is a tapster a La 
Sets matters for Ann 
Bareitt, in eccentric vocals of 
‘Happy in Love’ and ‘Where Has M.y 
Lil Dog Gone’. Comic delivery gar- 
ners laughs and a beg off. 

Introed here as Tim Herbert. Her- 


man Timerg, Jr.) who wallops 
out some fast and swift stepping | 
which hold and clicks to a solid} 
windup of the doings. Lad _ has| 


plenty on the ball and only Davis'| 
concluding reprise of the old ‘And 


Then I Wrote’ stuff could follow 
this lad when caught here. 
Biz very plentiful. Burin. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Dec. 24 
Patricia Bowman, Frank Gaby. De 
y 7 : ‘ 

Vasconcellos, Rhythm Rockets, Sam 


Jack Kaufman’s House Band, Art 
Brown, Lynn Allison; ‘Glass Key’ 
(Par). 

Sam Jack Kaufman has gathered 


favorite overtures of 1942 and| 
dishes them up in a pop medley,| 
with Lynn Allison helping out on 
the vocals. Stage show is strictly in 
the Kriss Kringle manner, 


tic snowman. 

Patricia Bowman twirls through | 
two numbers ‘Beat Me Daddy’ and! 
‘Toy Maker's Dream.’ Costumes for 


the latter number were lost in 
transit, and a motley collection of 
gay colors were used for chorus 


background for ballerina. 
ular effect was lost, 
at show caught. | 

Frank Gaby works with a box 


Spectac- 
but they liked it) 


Out as a male singer once he gets| stooge and gives program plenty of | 


accustomed to 
shows traces of fine phrasing and 
g00d voice on ‘Getting Tired,’ and 
‘There Are Such Things,’ with the 


the spotlight. 


girl quartet 

Remainder of the layout is pretty 
ordinary Initial act is Smiles & 
Smiles, a Negro mixed duo of 


He laugh 


lifts. Vasconcellos puts his! 


high school horse through a rhumba, | 


ja waltz and some 


;a boogie 
Socko novelty act 


woogie. | 


though to be fair| Rhythm Rockets around their gigan- | Offered. 


The hecklers are still a problem in 
these parts, even more so than usual. 
For now the bluejackets, from 
Coast Guard training depot at Man- 
hattan Beach, have joined the anvil 
chorus. 
it, ‘From zoot suit to boot suit.’ 

Show itself is good. It had to be 
to override the most of 
whom turned out for Sunny Dun- 
ham’s orch. They were not disap- 
pointed Paced by Dunham, who 
alternates between the trombone and 
trumpet, the hep cats are vetting 
a solid session of hot music. The 
orch has two vocalists, Mickey Roy, 
a pert. black-haired looker, and 
Dorothy Claire, a big blonde with a 
personality and delivery to match. 


hecklers, 


Roy handles the ballads, Claire the 
jive stuff. and both click csolid 
jay tuli, GHA VU CAICK SOUG, 

Bob and Maxine Clayton come on 
after the opening and_ provided 
three smart dance routines. They 


work with taps but travel a lot and 





the | 


Jan Murray, the m.c., called | 
|}at the studios, 


Clayton, | 


do a number of modified acro and 
ballet tricks which they mix with | 
a smooth rhythmic delivery to pro- 
vide a high calibre of team terping 


Diosa Costello does her usual rou- 
tine of head waving and fringe shak- 
ing to Latin tempos. Strictly a lus- 
cious looker, ©] (Coste! 


wed | 


the audience by inviting a service- | 


man up for a tango lesson. 


For a clincher 
the boot a hug and a kiss. 

Smith and Dale close the 
with their old reliable ‘Dr. 
hite’ skit. Team, however. 
beyond the ken of this audience. 
When caught, it wasn’t until they 
used some earthy galician phrases 
that the laughs started. Lew Law- 
rence and Alan Chester do two 
straight bits while Dorothy Claire. 
of the Dunham crew, is the ‘girl 
who lived in the empty house.’ The 
straight men come back for a duet 
on ‘Rose Marie’ and ‘Donkey Ser- 
on Ace which Smith and Dale 
them 


ene gave 
show 


Kronk- 
seemed 


> ¢ | join for a corny renditien of 
ee his Chris tmas eve audience was/|‘Strawberry Blonde.’ 
ges to applaud a well assem-}| Toughest assignment of show falls 
ead snow in the holiday mood to Murrav He's comparative 
i Arke newcomer with a gab of gags and 


When | 
with | the recipient wanted to lindy instead 
and an-|Gene Ford holding over his ‘White|Of tango she went along with the 
the fright- | Christmas’ number employing the/|8ag and topped every trick the sailor 
| fancy violin soloing. 


mannerisms that smack of the borsht 
belt. Yet he’s been around enough 
to handle the hecklers without blow- 
ing his top. And it wasn’t until he 
stopped turning the other check and 


snapped back that they were 
squelched. Even then they'd boil 
over from time to time. Fran. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26. 
Tommy Tucker Orch with Amy 
Arnell, Howard Wellman, Kerwin 
Somerville, Don Brown, Stuart 
Erwin, June Collyer, the Juvelys, 
Oxford Boys; ‘Whistling in Divie’ 
(M-G). 


Another in the unbroken series of 
band presentations at the Earle this 
week, with the pattern almost iden- 
tical with those preceding. 

Tommy Tucker has a little more 
personality than some of the other 
maestros and his band a little bet- 
ter on the showmanship angle. 
Featured are Amy Arnell, beateous 
canary, who sells her wares nicely, 
giving out with ‘Praise the Lord’ 
and ‘Poor Little Me.’ Male vocal- 
ists are Don Brown, baritone, who 
is pleasing with ‘I Get the Neck of 
the Chicken’ and the Negro spirit- 


ual, ‘It Ain’t Necessarily So.’ Ker- 
win Somerville steps off the band- 
stand to do his now-familiar ‘The 


Man Who Comes Around’ as well as 
‘Strip Polka.’ Howard Wellman nets 
kudoes with his novel trumpet solo 
of ‘Jingle Jangle.’ 

Stuart Erwin and wife, June 
Collyer, try hard to garner laughs 
with some corny dialogue, but at 
this catching their act fell flat. With 
a little better material, the act 
might click. 

The Oxford Boys are one of the 
high spots of the bill with their 
takeoffs of radio stars and programs. 
Also registering neatly are the 
Juvelys with their balancing act. 

House was well-filled for Satur- 
day supper show. Shal, 


KEITH’S, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Dec. 26. 


Bobby Pinkus, Bob Alda, Sid 
Gould, Mack Pearson, Burns & White, 


Dolly Bell, Ray Janis, Ruth Foster, 
Mildred Stanley, the Elgins (4); 
‘Meet the Stewart’ (Col). 


Small cast of fun makers puts on 
an hour show that’s fast moving. 
It’s augmented by standard jugglers, 
the Four Elgins, plus Burns and 
White, dancers. Comedians, led by 
Bobby Pinkus, Bob Alda, Sid Gould 
and Mack Pearson, dominate the 
show, holding the stage most of the 
hour in rapid-fire change of gag and 
slapstick routines. However, it’s the 
patriotic finale, with a Bill of Rights 
vocal, that gives the show its most 
effective punch. 


Highlights of rough-house frolic 


include a Gay Nineties number, in 
which the boys spring some of the 
|jokes as well as the songs of the 


' . . 
| period; a broad satire on male sing- 


ing choruses, with a sissy version of 
‘Song of the Mounties’; a trick imper- 


sonation turn in which Pinkus 
works with a double; a_ rookie} 
routine built around army humor,| 
and a Hollywood number in which 


they take some low but funny digs 


Elgins get a warm reception with | 


their Ssrerctline 
VAAWah FUR Bisse, 


and winding up with Indian clubs 


| Burns and White register favorably | 


with a couple of nifty and varied tap 


| routines and Ruth Foster gets a big 


hand for her acro efforts. 
Bell sets herself solid with 
version of ‘Hip. Hip Hooray, We're 
Living in the U. S. A.” another of 
show’s standout patriotic num- 
ers. 


Dolly 


was good 
Corb 


It’s a lively show and biz 


when caught, 


EARLE, WASH. 


December 24. 

Enric Madriguera’s Orch 
Eddie Gomez, Patricia Gilmore. De- 
mar and Denise, Carr Brothers. Tito 


and His Accordion. ‘Now Voyager’ | 
(WB). 
This Latin-American orchestra is 


long on rhythms and rich in melody. 
Specialties are good and well diver- 
sified. Leader steps out for some 
Harry Anger 
has dressed the stage in good taste 
and whole program reeks with class. 

Demar and Denise have some slick 


{and smooth dance numbers, offered 


| tributes 


with ease. Patricia Gilmore con- 
‘White Christmas’ and ‘T’ll 


be Okay in a Blackout’ to good re- 


|Ssponse. Regular band vocals han- 
dled smoothly by Eddie Gomez. 


Carr Bros have good acro feats and 
know how to sell them. They were 
one of the acts which got this 
lethargic Xmas eve crowd off their 


hands. Tito and his accordion in 
topical tunes, and aiding the band 
| numbers, scored impressively, Band 
will be held over extra day for 
special New Year’s eve show. when 
it will double with Dave Apollon| 
revue, Arke. 


starting with th —_' 
elas tisig, VW inn whe nats; 


a sock | 


with | 


STRAND, N. Y. 
Jimmy Dorsey Orch, (18) Helen 


O'Connell, Bob Eberle, Billy Rayes 
|Phil Washburn, Billy  Pritcharg’ 
| Buddy Schutz; ‘Yankee Doedle 
Dandy’ (WB), reviewed in ‘Variety, 
June 3. z 





Brought in here for the holidays 
following completion of a picture on 
the Coast, Jimmy Dorsey is playing 
the Strand for the fourth time. 
Judging from the way he clicked 
Christmas night, when caught, he 
and ‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) 
make a boxoffice team that’s exactly 
what the doctor ordered, especially 
for the year-end holidays, when kids 
are free from school chores. The 
latter go for the Dorsey band in a 
a big way. 

Playing to capacity audiences all 
day Friday (25), the Strand still had 
standees at midnight when the final 
stageshow was on. In spite of 
length of ‘Dandy,’ which runs two 
hours and six minutes, Zeb Epstin, 
managing director of house, is get- 
ting in five shows a day. 

In order to obtain turnover, 
Dorsey is doing only 35 minutes each 
show, which forces him to crowd 
considerably. Only outside act 
booked is Billy Rayes, comedy jug- 
gler, who scores decisively with his 
jugglery and chatter, his Gypsy 
| Rose Lee bit being especially funny, 
| Rayes works furiously, avoiding any 
|stalling in view of the fact time is 
an important factor. 








If it’s hot and noisy jive the 
Dorsey followers want, they are 
getting it, notably on the blowoff 


when the band literally makes the 
rafters ring. The 18 men in the out- 
fit, with Dorsey on the clarinet, open 
the show with a very brassy num- 


ber, but otherwise largely devote 
their time to backgrounding for 
Helen O'Connell and Bob Eberle, 


vocalistic standbys of the orchestra. 

Miss O’Connell, backed by loads of 
personality, opens with ‘He Says 
Murder, He Says,’ followed up by a 
novelty number about a modern 


Romeo and ‘Mr. Five by Five.’ Phil 
Washburn and. Billy Pritchard, 
trombonists, double in a minor but 





effective manner vocally on ‘Five by 
| Five.’ 
| Eberle is on subsequently, singing 


|}two numbers. The baritone has a 
llarge following and scores excep- 
tionally well. He has a brief vocal 


bit later on, as does Miss O'Connell, 
this being topped by a novelty 
double anent a man and wife 
fussing at each other. The session 
makes cute entertainment Buddy 
Schutz is Dorsey’s featured drum- 
mer, with the band a long time 
Stageshow is neatly backgrounded. 
Char. 


ROXY, N. Y. 


Gautier’s Steeplechase, Bob Han- 
| non, Lee Sherman & Beatrice Seck- 
ler, Nicholas Bros. (2), Archie 
Robbins & Stan Ross, Carmen 
Miranda, Roxyettes, Roxy Orchestra 
Conducted by Paul Ash; ‘Black 
| Swan’ (20th), reviewed Oct. 21 





Roxy has done a magnificent job 
on this holiday stage show It's not 
|only a lavishly produced presenta- 
{tion, but topnotch entertainment into 
the bargain 

In order to properly prepare the 
stage for this and subsequent shows 
(name bands start here with Guy 
| Lombardo next month) the house 
was closed until 8 p.m. Wednesday 
(23), after which one performance 
was given. This was to allow time 
to remodel the stage. That con- 


siderable cash was spent is evident. 
A new proscenium, with wide doors 
for entrance and exit, draws in the 
vastness of the stage to more inti- 
mate proportions. Other improve- 
ments have been made in the thea- 
| tre itself. 


| Along with the physical improve- 
|ments have come a decided bright- 
ening of settings and costumes. 
Arthur Knorr, who handled this 
chore, has substantially contributed 


to the effect of the show as a whole. 
His set designs and appreciation of 
color harmonies in costuming are 
outstanding and a treat to the eye. 
That holds, too, for the way in which 
the talent is used. The construc- 
tion of the show itself is faultless: 

Gautier’s Steeplechase, consisting 

a quartet of well-trained ponies 
|and a quintet of fox terriers. opens. 
Act is a bit long but it’s entertain- 
ing, with numerous comic touches, 
and it received unstinting reaction. 
Bob Hannon, singer-mc., takes the 
break between the next setting, 
working in One and doing a handy 
job on ‘Craziest Dream,’ with inter- 
polations. 

His tune’ segues. the action 
(dream) into a tasteful Revolution- 
ary period setting, using the Roxy- 
|ettes and male partners in a minuet. 
|Into this comes Lee Sherman and 
Beatrice Seckler, to comically bur- 
| lesque, with jitterbug breaks, the 
minuet just completed. They're 
good. Nicholas Bros. then jump into 
the same layout, to lift things back 


of 





into high with their clever tap 
routines. They do several bits that 
bang the bulls-eye, including the 





‘Down Argentine Way’ routine they 
did in the picture, 

Archie Robbins, former 
: | + ‘ 
house next. The initial fe 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Intolerable’ Film Rentals Beef 
Again Has Mpls Indies Boiling 








Minneapolis, Dec. 29. 

Northwest Allied has appointed a 
special committee to fine ‘effective 
means’ of bringing about immediate 
relief for the territory’s independ- 
ent exhibitors from present ‘intoler- 
able’ film rental demands. The move 
was made necessary, it was an- 
nounced, by the current ‘desperate 
plight’ of the theatre owners in con- 
sequence of the boxoffice collapse 
due to gas rationing and numerous 
other adverse factors. 

No inkling has been made public 
as to how the committee intends to 
operate or function. Some of the 
more bellicose independents are de- 
manding that an appeal be made 
directly to the Government to inter- 
cede. They charge that while busi- 
ness generally is at the lowest ebb 
in years and many exhibitors are on 
the brink of bankruptcy, the dis- 
tributors are demanding ‘exorbitant’ 
rentals for new-season product. 

There is no organized buyers’ 
strike, Northwest Allicd heads as- 
sert, but, it’s stated, few independent 
exhibitors deals have been made with 
any of the companies. The exhibi- 
tors are clamoring for action, accord- 
ing to Donald Guttman, Northwest 
Allied Minneapolis governor. They 
want to ‘blow the lid off’ regardless 
of the consequences, he says. How- 
ever, at an _ indignation meeting 
cooler heads prevailed and induced 
the members to refer the matter to a 
committee with authority to decide 
on the course of action to be pur- 
sued. 


vv 





GUTTMAN RESIGNS IN 
N.W. ALLIED SPLI 


Louis. 


$110,000 Damage Suit 


On Potential Pix Career 


Detroit, Dec. 29. 

Claiming that a street car and 
train crash here on Oct. 28 ended 
a promising Hollywood career that 
would have earned their daughter 
$1,000 weekly, the parents of 17- 
year-old Halina Chocianowicz filed 
damage suits totaling $110,000 
against the Detroit Street Railways 
and the Grand Trunk Railroad. 

The girl, a dancer who had made 
professional appearances here, was 
one of 16 persons killed when the 
city bus was struck by the train. 
Both the DSR and the railway were 
charged with criminal negligence, 
with the father, Leon Chocianowicz, 
seeking $100,000 damages and his} 
wife $10,000. 

The suit alleges that the girl, be- 
cause of her outstanding ability, was 
slated to start her film career fol- 
lowing her 18th birthday. Attorneys 
for the parents said that they would 
not disclose until the case comes to 
trial what contracts had been ar- 
ranged with the Hollywood studio. 


KOMM EXTENDING HIS 
CIRCUIT, ADDS TWO 


St. Louis, Dec. 29. 

Sam Komm is expanding his indie 
flicker house chain in St. Louis, St. 
Louis County and Illinois com- 
munities, having last week acquired 
the Aubert, a unit in the St. Louis 
Amus. Co.’s chain, and the Amer- 
ican, a shuttered nabe in South St. 
Possession of the Aubert, a 
become effective 
lease to Amuse- 





1,440-seater, will 
when the present 


OPA’s ‘Or Else’ 


Bridgeport, Dec. 29. 
New ruling by the Office of 
Price Administration gives the- 


United Nations Drive All Set to Go: 


sed@icnicctfatceees | Some Captiousness (Midwest) On 


and public buildings one month 
to convert to coal, or else. The 
‘or else’ means they likely will 
have to shutter if unable to 
.~ switch to coal by that time. 
Several deluxe theatres, still 


‘Bad Timing’ With Community Chest 








converting to coal, may have to | 
shut down temporarily because Despite some opposition to the 
of delay in switching to coal | United Nations drive among theatre 
heating. Loew’s Poli and Majes- |operators in Illinois, Michigan and 
tic, which are switching to coal, | Massachusetts. U. N. campaign 
are having trouble obtaining managers hope to line up majority 
necessary parts and labor re- of the 16,000 houses in the U. S. in 














quired to convert. Warners’ the fund-raising campaign Jan. 14-20. 

be able to ceurert Et Gins ber [carter Same heads 1 Basin 

' - Chicago and in various cities in 

ered ——s oil. WB other Michigan are reported opposed to 

se ls y. collections in theatres, claiming bad 

timing. 

C | R d f 43 Opposition is considered due to 

0 ° ea y or Community Chest workers in various 

municipalities who are averse to any 

Hollywood, Dec, 29. |theatre collections because they 

Columbia is stepping into 1943, figure coin should be raised _pri- 

with four features slated to start | ™arily for the main local charity 

in January and two more to face | With donations, if any, to be made 

the cameras in February. | from the common fund. Only excep- 

Next month’s starters are ‘Ap-|tions are the President’s Infantile 

pointment in Berlin, ‘Our Friend | Paralysis Fund and Red Cross 
Curly,’ ‘Redhead from Rio’ and | scheduled in March. 

‘What's Buzzin’ Cousin?’ February Majority of major circuit execs in 

launchings will be ‘Doughboys in|the East are supporting the drive, 

Ireland’ and ‘Two Senoritas from | pointing out that the United Nations 

Chicago.’ cause is of paramount importance at 








this time. Leonard Goldenson, Para- 
mount circuit operator, pointed out 
during a rally at the Ziegfeld theatre, 
New York, last week that theatres 
should consider themselves fortunate 
to be in a position to help. 

Giant press book, containing in- 
numerable exploitation ideas for the 
campaign, has meantime been issued. 
Front cover, with the Statue of 
Liberty, is designed to serve for 
lobby poster displays. 

E. L. Alperson, campaign chair- 
man, currently lining up exhibitor 
support on the Coast and in western 
cities, is due back in New York 
around Jan. 7. 


The Perpetual Bride 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Erle Kenton draws the director job 
on ‘Always a Bride,’ the next An- 
drews Sisters starrer at Universal. 
Currently Kenton is piloting the 
na in ‘Solid Senders’ on the same 
ot. 








=3 





|}ment Co. expires. 
| The American, a 


29. | 
““" |yurchased for estimated 


550-seater, was 


Minneapolis, Dec. $20,000. 








A split 
independent exhibitors’ 
tion, over policy, has been brought 


out into the open with the resigna- 


tion of Donald Guttman as Minne- | 


apolis governor. Guttman wanted!Maryland, New Merry Widow, New 
to continue a more conservative|Shenandoab, Peerless and White 
course in the efforts to obtain re-|Way in St. Louis and St. Louis 
lief for the territory’s ‘downtrodden’ |County, and the Miners and Will 


independents and was the target of 
a sizable group which demands 
drastic action, including, if neces- 
sary, an appeal to the federal gov- 
ernment to intercede’ in 
owners behalf. 
courts, and a 


legislative 
1 


recourse to law 
national and 
program designed to 
.) ne Seal ff’ } 4 4% 

ering reiet according to tnose in 
the <now 

Guttman himself 
elaborate on 


that ‘a 


refused _ to 
his brief statement 
conflict of opinion exists 
Over policy’ and that he is stepping | 
out ‘in the interest of harmony and 
the organization’s welfare.’ 


Saludos’ Set for Long 
Run at N.Y. Globe 


| 
| 


RKO is Setting up a special long- | 
run deal for ‘Saludos Amigos,’ latest 
Walt Dis: ey feature on _  Latin- 
America, at the Globe, N. Y. Film 
is set to open in January. 

Disney opus, which runs less than 
an hour, likely will follow ‘Jacare.’ 





Sutker Col.’s Caster 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 

Columbia signed Victor Sutker as 
its new casting director to succeed 
the late Paul Sparks. Sutker re- 
ports for work next week after 
Winding up his current chores for 
Sol Lesser. 
ony in the agency business, 

er has worked for several years 
“7 Casting director for Edward 
— Alexander Korda and other 
18 Independent producers. 


——— 


Hopper’s N. Y. Visit 


a Hopper was in New York 
the piece (Tues.) for huddles with 
Struction branch of tt g 
Production Board. alias 
nine ee he took up matters re- 
8 to supplies for theatre main- 


tenan } 
_ ance and also materials needed 
~ %*4UC10 production 








within Northwest Allied,|kKomm has not indicated whether he 
organiza- | 
|Aubert will continue to be lighted 


theatre- | 


state | 


i} torney, 


istanding that all 


will reopen the American, but the 
when he obtains concession. Komm 


also is owner or interested in the 
Brentwood, Ivanhoe, Longwood, 


Rogers in Collinsville, D1. 














- Gypsy Rose Lee | 
_ Gypsy a 


Continued from page 3 








ee Ne 
‘The G String Murders’ and was |} 
frozen from her contract, 
The details of the note of issue | 
v1 1? 4 | 
revealed from Miss Wheelock’s at- |} 


Maurice J. Speiser, who de- 
clared that the two causes of action 
involved ‘profits’ from the book, 
which were to be equally divided 
and ‘consideration’ for services ren- 
dered. Both actions, the attorney de- 
clared, are predicated on Gypsy’s 
‘breach of contract.’ 

The alleged agreement, Speiser 
said, dates back to Aug. 21, 1940, 
when the stripteuse-author and Miss 
Wheelock were introduced to each 
other by George Davis, also of Harp- 
er’s Bazaar, while Gypsy was ap- 
pearing in the ‘Streets of Paris’ re- | 
N. Y f 





vue at the World's Fair for 
Mike Todd 

According to Speiser, the }j 
settled in Miss H 
with the under- 
income from the 
book were to be equally divided, 
with Miss Wheelock receiving het 
share for conceiving, constructing 
and exploiting the book. They col- 
laborated until November, 1940, 
when Miss Lee allegedly decided she 
wanted to continue alone. The book 
was published on Oct. 3, 1941 and 
proved to be a success. 

Speiser was to have 
complaint on Monday (28). He 
seeks $5,000 for services rendered 
and an accounting of the profits, 
which were to be equally divided 
according to the charges. 

Miss Lee admitted, when exam- 
ined before trial, that she had turned 
over notes and other material on ‘G- 
String Murders’ to Miss Wheelock 
after they had met in August, 1940, 
and that latter had written a ‘sam- 
ple book.’ She denied, however, | 
that the ‘sample book’ was the one | 
published or that any resemblance | 


yint 
+, y . 
venture Wa a 


vick’s apartment 


filed his 





existed between the two manu- 
scripts except such similarities as 
might have stemmed from _ notes 
Gypsy turned over to Miss Wheelock 


U. S. Signal Corps Photo 








Making a training film at the Army Photo 


graphic Center, operated by the Signal Corps, 


o end the war—sooner! 


ROM the simplest rudiments of military drill to 


the most complex procedures in handling big 
guns... from the best methods of destroying their 


enemies to the best methods of protecting them- 
selves... American boys in the armed forces are 


learning faster and better through the medium of 


talking pictures, 


The whole-hearted cooperation of producers with 
the government agencies responsible for the prepa- 


ration of training films has been of tremendous aid 


to our armed forces in the making of many of these 


special films. 


We at Western Electric. ..who gave the screen 
its voice in 1926... are glad that our continuing 
contributions to the art of talking pictures are help- 


ing now to speed the day of Victory! 


Electrical Research Products Division 
Western Electric Company 


IMCORPORATED 


195 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, N.Y, 
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AS THE GREATEST POPULAR-PRICE | 
GROSSER EVER TO PLAY THE CAPITO 
THEATRE, NEW YORK. The first four days 
have shattered every house record 
for pictures playing at regular prices! 





i $18 


as the critics’ choice 
in holiday hits! 


“One of the finest pictures ever made!” 

—New York Daily News 
“Makes everything that either the stage 
or screen has done in a long time pale in 


comparison!” —Herald-Tribune 
“Will rank high among the great films of 
. oS dD dD dD = 
all time! —Journal-American 
“Will stand among the great pictures of 
the war!” —Mirror 
“Would be a top-listed picture in any 
year .. especially in this!” —Post 
“One of the great screen achievements of 
our time!” —World-Telegram 
“One of the most unusual tales ever 
filmed!” —Sun 


t 
FIRST the National Board of Re- 


view's Ten Best Pictures of the Year... 


“tek ON TO VICTORY— UNITED NATIONS WEEK—JANUARY 141} thru JANUARY 20th, 1943 ek *& 
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‘VARIETY’S’ LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Place, 


Trafalgar 


OFFICE 
Square 


VARIETY 


INTERNATIONAL 21 











Argentine Adaptation of U. S. Plays 
May Be Affected by Buenos Aires Row 








Buenos Aires, Dec. -22. 
Knockdown, dragout battle  be- 
Argentores (Argentine 
and Sociedad de 
impresarios 


tween 
society) 
Empresarios (theatre 
and owners) may result in vast in- 
crease in production of U. S. plays 
here during 1943—or in a virtually 
of all imported 


authors’ 


complete shutout 


production, 

Fight is the result of the passage 
of a decree by the board of directors 
of Argentores governing translation 
of works for production behind local 


footlight. Conflict is still clouded in 


gab, but best information is that 
authors’ group has been turned 
down by the impresarios, which 


would mean a break for foreign, par- 
ticularly U. S., works. 

Until now Argentores has con- 
trolled the local rights situash and, 
operating 1n much the same manner 
as ASCAP formerly ran in the 
States, served as the collection 
agency for all authors. _ Under its 
new ulitmatum to the impresarios 
no one would be allowed to trans- 
late foreign plays for local produc- 
tion unless he were the original 
author of no less than 10 play-acts 
produced in ‘A’ theatres. 

Rules also limit translators to two 
three-act plays per season. Effect of 
the rule would be to throw out en- 
tirely translators who have been 
most active in the past two years, 
particularly Jose Alberto Arrieta, 
who translated ‘Sixteen,’ “Tobacco 
Road’ and ‘Letters to Lucerne,’ and 
Manuel Barbara, who did a success- 
ful local version of ‘You Can’t Take 
It With You.’ 

Slap at Broadway 

Opponents, among them 
the leading theatrical 
claim the measure is not merely dic- 
tatorial, but an open slap at Broad- 
way. Point out that few of the 


some of 


members of Argentores know Eng- 
lish, but that a majority speak 


Italian and French and would there- 
fore be inclined to translate works 
from Fascist Italian and Vichy 
French sources.: Arrieta and Bar- 
bara, among others, have never pro- 
duced original works of their own 
and resultingly would be barred en- 
tirely from field unless they 
acted as collaborators with some 
member of Argentores, thus 
to turn over a share. 
Refusal by the impresarios to heed 
the decree leaves two courses open: 
(a) Argentores can withdraw all pro- 
auctions it controls from local thea- 


loc al 


regulal 
bein r 


t if forced 


tres, thus forcing the impresarios to 
turn enti ely to foreign plays for 
next season’s production; (b) a com- 
promise may be worked out, par- | 
ticularly in view of the fact that 
members of congress have expressed 
interest j the situation 

Many here are honeful that 
authors group will stick to its guns, 


thus opening up the field to foreign 
production hopeful of this 
development ist the public wants 
and has been denied 
stringent reeulations 


Those 


the import: 
them bv local 
limiting foreign 


Arventoarna 


production 
on the other 
clain it’s 


merely protecting the 


local theatres from ‘inferior transla 
? } } 
i ‘ Ot re oR t 
} 
) themselve it 

lat it } t} rt ; , 

i the rignt to set up Ui¢ 
i rate th e | 7 the tre 





Hawaii Jive-Crazy 





Continued from page 1 


Jiving with their shirt tails hanging 
Out. That's a distinct Hawaiian con- 
tribution. -No matter what the oc- 
casion-—even church—the men have 
always considered it taboo to tuck 
em in. But to watch 3.000 of these 


tails swaying to Giggy Royce’s band | 
The real boot! 
defense 
a few months, after | 


1S a sight to behold. 
Came when a 
worker here but 
looking about him very sheepishly, 
Suddenly pulled his shirt tail out, 
a look of sheer joy enveloping his 
countenance. Like an expression 
when one comes in contact on a hot, 
Sultry day with air-conditioning for 
the first time. 

_ Watching the 
find themselves 


mainland 


jiving, spectator: 
Wek an tee compelled to leave 
an hour from sheer exhaustio: 
Dut the dancers yell for more mu 


ind faster ¢ 


empo, 


producers, | 


| 
' 
hand, 


_ 


‘Rex Storey Returns 
To Panama From Mex: 
Cleared in Slavery Quiz 





Panama City, Dec. 29. 

Rex Storey, veteran showman, is 
back in Panama City as representa- 
tive of John Stoffell, of Kelly’s 
Ritz, following his release by Mexico 
City authorities. 

Storey was held for questioning in 
Mexico in connection with alleged 
white slave trade practices, but was 
exonerated for lack of evidence. In- 
| vestigation revealed that Storey ac- 
tually was in Mexico City recruiting 
talent for Kelly's Ritz. The Ritz 
has long been one of Panama’s 
| reputable night spots. 








Film Cos. Place 
Aussie Coin Beef 


With Washington 


While the Australian government 
offered to remit approximately $3,- 
275,000 of all previously frozen 
U. S. distributor coin last week, the 
arrangement was deemed so highly 
unsatisfactory by major distributors 
|that the whole subject was turned 
jover to the U. S. State Department 
iwith the comment that it was un- 
lfair. Failure of Australia to remit 
‘all of impounded U. S. rental rev- 
jenue, frozen by the Aussies for the 
llast three years, was disappointing, 
|particularly after nearby New Zeal- 
land as well as India and Great Brit- 
lain had completely unfrozen Amer- 
{ican distributor coin. Figured that 
lupwards of $7,700,000 (possibly 
|$10,000,000) of U. S. distrib money 
iwill be tied up in Australia by the 





fend of next February when the 
| . 

jcurrent coin pact expires. 

| The offer to remit a portion of 


ithe U. S. distributor coin was made 
lon the date Australia remitted the 
remaining 25’. due under the cur- 
rent 1942-43 arrangement, around 
$575,000 
While the 
three-yeal 


ine reeoognizing the necessitv of un- 


offer to remit 
4 : lar . AY » 4 
total is regarded in N. Y. 


freezing, many foreign managers 
were outspoken about the setup 
which would leave the U. S. filn 
co a ¢ tirels tne ¢ rk < t 
é e l ir I ( ¢ ¢ € 
nitted It als is viewed a a 
tumbling block in future negotia- 
tions on frozen funds, attitude of 
nost American foreign managers 
being that there would be small 
chance for the free flow of rental 


revenue as long as the 
holding up: currently 


impoynded rentals. 


Clock, Rug Cue Blind Cast 


In Toronto Performance; 
Rehearsed for a Year 


nsisted on 


1oronto We ag 


| Blind, appeared in J. M. Barrie 
‘Quality Street’ at Eaton Auditorium 
Proceeds British 


sweepers’ Auxiliary Overseas Parcé ] 


went to the 


League, Toronto branch. Only one 


member of cast has partial (10%) 
Vision. 
Joseph O'’Sulivan, director and 


" | / 
producer of play. worked 


least for a full year teaching it the 
four-act play word by wo d. Unsee 
by audience and heard on! b 
ylavers 1 clock ticked at ne .« 


backstage 


centre ol d 
just: inside the 


}rug lav 


| a 
|Bv sound of clock and feel of ig 
players knew where the: ere and 
how far they could waik V 
a Sherr ean 
falline off stage and colliding w} 
\7 , lie 


part of} 


Australians | 


Pro-Democracy Actors | 
Get Argentine Palms 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 22. 

Pro-Axis legit personalities were | 
given the brushoff by Buenos Aires | 
municipalitty in award of official! 
theatre prizes last week. Those ac- | 


tive in pro-democratic activities got 
win, place and show. 
Municipality awarded prizes for| 


the best actor to Pepe Arias, local | 
film comedian who appeared in his | 
first stage production, ‘Ovidio,’ trans- 
lated from ‘Bourrachon, (French 
comedy by Laurent Doillet) by Ed- 
mundo Bianchi. Show set a record 
for consecutive performances at the 
Teatro Odeon. Deuce spot for best 
acting went to comedian Enrique 
Serrano for his stage performance 
in ‘No Salgas Esta Noche,’ an orig- 


Argentine's Deference to Axis Seen 4 
~ Status Quo Via Govt.’s State of Siege 


Vs. Freedom of Show Biz Expression 





; Buenos Aires, Dec. 29. 
U. S. Talent Combines Decision of Argentine governs 
In London for Clicko ment to renew state of siege which 
suspends constitutional rights of 


Servicemen’s Show 


London, Dec. 29. 
Yanks stationed in London were 
given a rare treat Sunday night (27) 
when an all-American package of 
talent representing USO Camp 





inal by Sixto Pondal Rios and Nico- 
las Olivieri. Writing team is known 
in the States as outhors of ‘Los 


Never Lovelier’ with Rita Hayworth 
and Fred Astaire. Iris Marga re- 
ceived the bouquet for the best dra- 
matic actress for her performance in 
‘El Hancon,’ and Gloria Guzman was 
awarded honors for best comic in 
‘No Salgas.’ 

Special mentions went to Jose 
D’Angelus and Mauricio Jouvet for 
their performances in ‘Islas Odcadas’ 
and ‘Yo Tengo 17 Anos,’ latter a 
translation. 


prize would go to Louis Jouvet, pro- 
Vichy French actor, whose season 
the municipality originally sought to 
aid with a special grant of 10,000 
pesos. Official handout had to be 
yanked when beefs from pro-demo- 
cratic theatre people and newspapers 
became too strong. 


‘ARSENIC SOCK 
IN LONDON 





London, Dec. 29. 
London has a new smash hit. It’s 





‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ the mara- 
thon Broadway comedy, which 
opened at the Strand last Wednes- 


day (23). 

| First performance was marked by 
appearance of 13 stars from other 
London shows as the corpses, all 


Had been considerable talk that a) 


Shows, Inc., and American Over- 
| seas Artists put on a show at the 
|Palladium to thunderous applause. 


Martes Orquideas,’ which has been| Martha Raye, who with Kay 
re-done by Columbia as ‘You Were|Francis, Mitzi Mayfair and Carole 


|Landis have been goaling the boys 
}in their tour on behalf of Yank and 
British servicemen in England, was 
| outstanding. Others who scored 
heavily were Miss Mayfair, Freddie 
|Morgan, Vic Oliver, Ben Lyon and 
Teddy Brown. 





Harley's Eyes 
K.0. Upped Fox 


Foreign Post 





While at first hinted that F. L. 
Harley, 20th-Fox managing director 
in Great Britain, might be named 
new foreign manager, developments 
this week point to another choice. 
Friends of Harley claim he is com- 
ing over to the U. S. for conferences 
on the distribution situation in 
Britain and to consult an eye spe- 
cialist. He was painfully wounded 
in a London blitz. Consequently, 
they are convinced that he would 
be averse to accepting a more re- 
sponsible position. 

Many names have been men- 
tioned as possibilities at 20th-Fox, 
with the original report being that 
the company might attempt to get 
a foreign sales chief from outside the 
company. Now, the indications are 





coming up from the cellar at final 


j 
curtain for bows. It was a sock | 
novelty that registered solidly with | 
1e teeoff customers Not that 
Arsenic’ needed the added hypo, 
for it got away on its own to one 
of the biggest starts of any legit in 
vears and looks set for a long run. | 


Not only was opening audience ex- 
|ceptionally demonstrative, but the 
oress, too, came through with full- 
some praise, 


holiday productions in- 


Other 

cluded ‘Mother Goose’, Coliseum; 
i‘Jack and Jill,’ His Majesty's: ‘Cin- 
derella.’ Stoll’s; ‘Babes in the 
Woods.’ Victoria Palace. and ‘Pete: 
Pan. Winter Garden Each was well 
received, playing to capacity. 

All West End houses did 

errf holiday busine 


Tauber-‘Old Chelsea’ 
Into Wales, London 


Londo De > 

Be : Delfont’s ‘Old Chelsea 
Richard Tauber, wt 

g the sticks, goe » the 

P e of Wales theatre early 
January, replacing George Black’s 
Get a Load of This.’ recent]; 
transferred from the London Hip- 

poarome. 

Jack Hylton has made arrange- 
t Majesty's theatre 


nents IO) His 


revival of ‘Jack and Jill’ 


pantomime. starring Arthur Askey 
Florence Desmond and Eddie Cray 
This is same show that plaved t 
ef grosse ast yea it Pala 
ex € W ) follo > ty ? 
The Merry Wid 
( g tne tick 
etide. 
Hvlton’s attractions for the Wint« 
Gi rden theatre are revival of ‘Ps 
I ( Xmas, to be followed by 
ee! easor ot Ca PR ' 
peras Tl co es reviva if ! 
V bon K g.” wi! W ynte 
, tee . 


which he served as European man- 
ager until Hitler walked into Paris. 
While Major Arthur M. Loew is 
away on leave of absence, the for- 
eign department 1s being directed 
Understood that he 
might fit in nicely in such setup 
since he is well liked and regarded 
in the company’s foreign organiza- 


board, 


OV a 


; tion. 


In the meantime, Lawrence is re- 
ported vacationing while he 
developments. Of course, settlement 


of his two-year contract with 20th- 
Fox must come before he takes | 
any steps towards alignment with 


any other company 





| Current London Shows 





Lor n, Dec. 29 
‘Aren’t Men Beasts,’ Garri 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Strand 
‘Belle of N. Y.’ Coliseum 
‘Best Bib & Tucker,’ Pallad 
‘Blithe Spirit,’ Duche 
‘Claudia,’ St. Martin’ 
‘Dancing Years,’ Adelphia 
‘Docter’s Dilemma,’ Haymarket. 
‘Du Barry Was a Lady,’ Majesty's 
‘Flare Path,’ Apollo. 
‘Fine and Dandy,’ Saville. 
‘Full Palace. 
‘Get Load of This,’ Wales. 
‘Holy Isle,’ Arts Theatre Club. 
‘House of Jeffreys,’ Playhouse. 


Swing,’ 


‘Let’s Face It,’ Hippodrome. 
‘Little Foxes,’ Piccadilly. 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner,’ Savoy 
Men in Shadow,’ Vaudeville. 
‘Murder Without Crime,’ Comedy 
‘Old Town Hall,’ Winter Garden. 
‘Petrified Forest,’ Globe. 

‘Quiet Week-End,’ Wyndham’s. 
‘Rebecca,’ Ambassadors. 

‘Wild Rose,’ Prince. 

‘Waltz Without End,’ Cambridge. 
‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Aldwych 
‘Venus Comes to Town,’ Whitehall 


that one will be chosen from the | 
ranks. 

Laudy Lawrence, resigned, may 
return to Metro company with |! 


awalts | 


ifreedom of speech and assembly is 
regarded in the entertainment biz 
as indicative that step-lightly at- 
titude anent the Axis will remain 
in force, particularly as regards the 
screen and stage. 

State of siege was originally pro- 
claimed last December. As_ an- 
nounced at that time by then-Acting 
President Ramon S. Castillo, intent 
was to prevent anything that might 
affect government’s policy of ‘pru- 
jdent neutrality.’ Initial effect was 
jcalling off a mass meeting honoring 
|President Roosevelt, and in the year 
| since, state of siege has operated 
jboth for and against the democra- 
\cies, extent depending on one’s point 
of view. 

Pro-democrats claim measure has 
operated principally to tone down 
any Open cracks at the Axis. Cen- 
sorship of films, particularly those 
Hollywood efforts smacking at Hit- 
ler and Hirohito, has been intensi- 
fied and radio has been kept closely 
in check, with state of siege serving 
as the reason for double 0.0. on news 
bulletins, dramatic programs and 
retransmissions. 

Newspapers and mags also barred 
from too outright comment on 
foreign affairs and especially from 
any digs or beefs about the Casa 
Rosada’s (Buenos Aires Pink House, 
counterpart of Washington’s White 
House) fence-sitting position. 

Had been hoped in many quarters 
that state of siege might be lifted, 
thus removing present restrictions 
and allowing a freer expression of 
public opinion. Held that if con- 
stitutional rights were restored, the 
public reaction against the Axis 
would become so strong, particularly 
if goaded by screen, radio and press, 
that an Axis break would-be im- 
perative. 


‘Sarong’ Neat $5,800, 
‘Piper’ OK $5,300 In 
Offish Buenos Aires 











Buenos Aires, Dec. 22. 

Increasingly warm weather and 
lack of strong fare hit local first-run 
boxoffices this week, with only two 
houses running over the 20,000-peso 
| (about $5,800) mark Abbott and 
Costello’s ‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U) 
lid 23,000 ($5,000) at the Opera for 
the best of the week, and ‘Pied 
Piper’ (20th) did 21,000 ($5,300) at 
ithe Ocean. 
| Other estimates, all given in Ar- 
gentine pesos, currently at about 27¢ 
U. S., follow: 

Ambassador (Lautaret & Cav 
(1.400: 2.50: 2.00). ‘Guerra Gaucha’ 
(AAA, Arg. made)... Looks like the 

Road’, and a neat 
fourth week for th 


16.000 


allo) 


i0Cal robacco 


14,000 on the 


top-pace national. La week 
on third week, 
| Ideal (Lococo) (970; 2.50:2.00). ‘Gold 
Rus! (UA) Double ypening here 
and t Sulpacha - house dre 
esti ited 10,000, o.k. but nothing to 
i t La I 
Be Or N To Be UA } 200 
10 hne Ga o! t { i i 
tz 7a 
Rex ( de Sr lo & Lau- 
t) 3 305 2.50 2.00 Mi 
Vi | I Ne t 17.000 on 
sixth week holding up. La 
week, 23,000 
| Ocean (Coll, Gatti & Cia.) (2.800: 
2.00; 1.50). ‘Pied Piper’ (20th). O.K. 
21,000, but no great appeal local] 
Last week, ‘Postman Didn't Ring’ 
(20th), not bad 13,000, all things 
| considered. 
Opera (Lococo) (2,400: 2.50: 2.00). 
‘Pardon My Sarong’ (U). Best of 


| the week with 23.000 Should do 


iwell in nabe: Last week, ‘Palm 
Beach Story’ (Par), excellent 17,000 
ion repeat sesh 

Monumental (Coll. Gatti & Cia.) 
(1,300; 2.00: 1.50) Submarine 
iReider’ (Col). Not bad 10,000. Last 
week, split week between ‘Sube- 
{marine Raider’ and ‘Un Nuevo 
|Amanecer’ (Sono Film, Arg made), 
jabout 12,000. 


Normandie (Lococo) (1.400; 2.00; 


11.50). ‘This Was Par (WB). N.s.h. 
4.000. Last v : Ponchos Azules’ 
\ ide), o.k. 14,000 
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ON A SILVER PLATTER! 


RONALD COLMAN, GREER GARSON in “RANDOM HARVEST” 
(Biggest holiday week-end in 10-year history of Radio City Music Hall!) 


Robert TAYLOR, Charles LAUGHTON, Brian DONLEVY in “STAND BY FOR ACTION” 
(Biggest attendance in history of Valentine Theatre, Toledo, Ohio! ) 


Joan CRAWFORD, John WAYNE, Philip DORN in “REUNION IN FRANCE” 
“ANDY HARDY’S DOUBLE LIFE” with LEWIS STONE, MICKEY ROONEY and the Folks 
SPENCER TRACY, KATHARINE HEPBURN in “KEEPER OF THE FLAME” 
“TENNESSEE JOHNSON” with Van HEFLIN, Lionel BARRYMORE, Ruth HUSSEY 
RED SKELTON, LUCILLE BALL, GENE KELLY in “DU BARRY WAS A LADY” 
LANA TURNER, ROBERT YOUNG in “CARELESS” 

JUDY GARLAND, VAN HEFLIN in “PRESENTING LILY MARS” 

“CABIN IN THE SKY” with Ethel WATERS, ‘ROCHESTER’ and_All Star Cast 

Hy RED SKELTON in “WHISTLING IN DIXIE” 

\ “JOURNEY FOR MARGARET” with Robert YOUNG, Laraine DAY, ‘Margaret? O’BRIEN 
ANN SOTHERN, MELVYN DOUGLAS in “THREE HEARTS FOR JULIA” 

f William Saroyan’s “THE HUMAN COMEDY?” starring MICKEY ROONEY 


M-G-M, THE GOOD PROVIDER Ea 


Not for just a day, not for just a season—but ALWAYS! FRaneresd | 


United Nations 
Week! 





















Wednesday, December 30, 1942 





RIETY 


PICTURES 


nw 
ww 





on 











—— 


“LADY BODYGUARD 





yne Shirley is an advertising rep 
ooh an insurance company that 
hands out $1,000 life insurance poli- 
: She trails 


ies for publicity. and 
Seally tabs test pilot Eddie Albert 
for one, but mistake makes policy 


read worth a million, Then she has 
to backtrack to get him to cancel 
the policy, but his listed benefici- 
aries have other ideas, Finally en- 
tire group get up in the air on elope- 
ment plane with Albert going to 
sleep amid ineffectual attempts to 
generate some thrills. Back on the 
sround, the couple get tied for the 
finish. Walt. 


Henry Aldrich Gets 


Glamour 

P nount rel e of Walter MacKwen 
producti i ures Jimmy Lydon, Charies 
Smith taobye ! 1 Oliv Blakeney, Diana 
Lyn ] ' ti,tord Vaughan Glaser. 
Directed t lluch Bennett Screenplay by 
Edwin Biun nd Aleen Leslie from story 
ne 6 era Daniel Kapp; editor, 
Arthu > recdeshown in WN, Y¥., 
Dec, 2S 4 htunnis time, 72 MINS, 
Hen Vth ’ ..Jimmy Lydon 
Dizzy § e .+.++eCharlie Smith 
Mr. Sam Ak cel o@es eee bemal Johm Litel 
Mrs Aldrich yore wr Olive Blakeney 
Phyllis Mic) he nnned.eeets ..Diana Lynn 
Hilary Dis seeoeesocres Frances Giffor: 
Virginia Laowry...eeceeees ..Gail Russell 
a oS Peer uae ee Vaughan Glaser 


This latest Henry Aldrich picture 
is far and away the hest turned out 
in the series. Film has story value, 
action and pop interest calculated to 
hold attention instead of the usual 
over-drawn situations and whining, 
or moping. Aldrich youngster who is 
always in hot water. It should prove 
a stout backer-upper in dual setups. 

While ‘Henry Aldrich Gets Glam- 
our’ has its full share of implausible 
situations and the customary cuffing 


around of the much-abused prep 
school lad, the injection of puppy 
love interest and the ‘affair’ with a 


Hollywood star lifts it far above the 
run-o’-mill yarns in this series. Story 
carries Henry to Hollywood (surpris- 
ingly enough it is Paramount’s stu- 
dio) as winner of ‘a date with Hilary,’ 
glamorous screen sarong beauty. He’s 
accidentally phofographed with the 
film glamour girl in a fetching posi- 
tion. and immediately hailed as a 
‘wolf’ when he returns to his home- 
town. 


Plot then attempts to show Henry 
as the lad all the school femmes in 
town want to date. He becomes in- 
volved in a ‘scandal’ with the school 
superintendent’s niece, which, al- 
though merely as scandal in the eyes 
of the community, nearly wrecks his 
dad’s chances for election as public 
welfare commissioner, Arrival of 
the Hollywood beauty, Hilary, at a 
nearby town for a USO benefit, back- 
fires in Henry's face when the screen 
star accepts his invitation to a coun- 
try club dance. Seems she wanted 
to force her producer into accepting 
her as a screen ‘Juliet.’ It all works 


out satisfactorily for Henry’s dad, 
after several torrid love’ scenes, 
though the tag ends of the story be- 
come slightly jumbled 

Jimmy Lydon is much improved 
over recent efforts as Henry Aldrich, 
while Charlie Smith is the usual 
likeable pal, Dizzy Stevens. Diana 


4ynn, Who again plays the 


*hy Lis, 


faithful sweetheart of Henry and his 
coach at school, continues showing 
promise as a young actress. Gail 
Russell makes a sufficiently seduc- 


tive high school co-ed, who finds 
that Henry’s Hollywood experience 
still makes him run away from a 
gZirl’s embrace 

Gifford is well-cast as 
ilar) e filmland sarong girl. It’s 
the first time recently that she’s been 
Ziven a chance to act. if even in a 
far-fetched role. Other roles again 
are taken effectively by John Litel, 
as Henry’ dad Olive Blakeney, 
Johnny Arthur, cast as the fluttering 
Magazine edito promoted the 
trip to and Vaughan 
Glase Veoar 


who 


Holly wood, 


Sherlock Holmes and the 
Secret Weapon 


Universal 


release of Howard Benedic 
Production Star Ra sil tathbone, Nigel 
ruce; features Lionel Atwill, Kaaren 
Verne, William Post. Jr., Dennis Hoey. 
Directed by Roy William’ Neill. Screen- 
play, Edward 1 Loew, W. Scott Darling 
>. Edmund i. Hartmann, adapted by 
Rarling ; camer Les White; music, 
Charles Previn. Previewed in N. Y., Dec. 
44. Running time, 68 MINS. 
Sheriock Holmes........ ... Basil Rathbone 
Doctor WT NN ucS VAs Scars ce Nigel Bruce 
Cariarity eer Pelenter ata Lionel Atwill 
Arlotte Eberti........+-...-Kaaren Verne 


Tr. Franz Tob rays —— . 
Lestrade. @l..sceee..William Post, Jr. 


+e eeeeesccesss..- Dennis Hoey 
ry vse 3 
Mr Reginald seesses..-Holmes Herbert 
mrs. Hudson seeees.s.. Mary Gordon 





Setlon of a staccato tempo has 
} a injected into Universal's latest 
oad im Series, giving ‘Sherlock Holmes 
€ Secret Weapon’ plenty of b.o. 

oo. Basil Rathbone and Nigel 
Dr Wa one typed as Holmes and 
in “nye on, are more on the qui vive 
a is One than in any of the pre- 
Mn Holmes yarns. Picture will 
— y an especially strong appeal to 
mors due to the many disguises 





Film Reviews 


Continued from page 16 = 








Rathbone uses in tracking down the 
infamous Moriarity. 


Except for the identities of the 
leading characters, Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle would never recognize his 


handiwork, yet the treatment given 
his story. ‘The Dancing Men, by. the 
three collaborators provides up-to- 
the-second screen sleuthing, 

Story concerns attempt of the Brit- 


ish air ministry to obtain from a 
Swiss scientist a secret bomb sicht 
which the Gestapo is after. Action 


starts with the opening shots when 
Rathbone, disguised as an itinerant 
book peddler, outsmarts the Gestapo 


in Zurich and gets William Post. Jr.. | 


the inventor, to England. 
Thenceforth the struggle between 
the arch criminal, Moriarity, and 
Holmes has plenty dime novel action, 
with secret codes, torture scenes and 
everything but murder in the 
woodshed. Moriarity in pay of the 
Nazis. c: the inventoi 
torturing his secret from him 


else 


oOtures 


when 


Holmes (‘in disguise) manages to 
get into the criminal’s headquarters 


There the detective himself is being 
slowly bled to death when the day 
is saved by the arrival of Dr. Wat- 
son and Scotland Yard rescuers 

Smart direction by Roy William 
Neill keeps action and dialog at a 
fi t pace from start to finish. 


THUNDER ROCK 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London Dex 
‘ sey 2 
Metro release of Charter Film Production 
Stars Michael Redgrave, Barbara Mullen. bi 
rected by Roy Boulling. Screenplay, Jeffrey 
Dell, Bernard Miles from the 


Robert Ardrey, At Empire, Londen, Dec 


4. ‘42. Running time, 110 MINS, 

David Charleston ....-Michael Redgrave 
St GR O05. dma eae» Barbara Mullen 
Streete: cr, Vereen rey Tae James Mason 
SR eee Lilli Palmer 
SOT) OMNI cecccsccess inlay Currie 
FURIE A daslvaaeectes Frederick Vili 
ry SEM 6 <9 4a¥.b044%% Svbilla Bind 
Briges ethasduay cans % Frederick Coop 
Mrs. Brice , , Jean Shenedrd 
Chairman of Directors Miles Afalleson 
Robert ° i shies Gs Morse 
Harrys rrrrry ce Geor Carney 
>” errr A. FE. Matthews 
Woman Liirector . vee Olive Sloane 


‘Thunder Rock’ is a remarkable 
piece of technical work. But com- 
mercially it is of negative value. It 
may interest the average picture- 
goer to some extent. but it won't 
amuse or even entertain the popu- 
lar-priced patrons. They will chafe 
under the ‘lecture.’ 

As an artistic and technical pro- 
duction, it is one of the finest achieve- 
ments turned out in England. Its 
treatment of the subject is realistic, 
but John Q. Public is loath to pay a 
shilling for the privilege of being 
sermonized for the greater part of 
two hours. In any event, the open- 
ing scenes have no bearing on the 
tale or play any part in its develop- 
ment. There could be an excision 
here of i5 minutes footage to get 
to the point that much quicker. 


A more felicitous job of casting 
in England would have been difti- 
cult. Acting credits are headed by 
Michacl! Redgrave. who enacted the 
same role in the stage version here 

The vital defect in ‘Rock’ is that 
it is not subject for the screcn. 


Hollywood's film companies evident 


ly thought the same, as there was 


no violent bidding for the picture 
rights. Metro probably figured it as 


ane 
th quota de- 


a fairly reasonable gamble _ to 
able them to comply \« 
mands here 
It is doing 
week here 


big business in its first 
7 a] ? 
Who knows Jolo 


El Demonio Del Oro 


(‘Bedeviled Geld’) 
(GERMAN-MADE) 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 20 
Ix film prod on dist suted { 
I } } { ! uy Kristi Sar 
\ iK 1 He rich Ge 
Hi ) Mal 
] 1 1 
> H i \\ 
Ml 
, \ 91 MINS 
(] Gt la 
Openin tenchbomb 1 \ il ap 
| pears to be a full-fle ed ti-Sem1- 
tic propagand drive in Lat Amer- 





ica ‘El Demonio Del Oro’ (Bedevy led 
Gold’) a Klangfilm 
tributed by Ufa, is as venom-spreaa- 
ing, hate-producing a job as eve! 
turned out by Goebbels and his Wil- 
helmstrasse propagandists. 

It’s a frightening example of the 
kind of nauseating poison being 
spread in the swastika occupied 
countries of Europe today, and 
its very release herg, although 
protested by various organizations 
and dailies, is indicative of the 
depths to which Berlin is willing to 
go. Film reportedly has been in the 
country for more than a year, neld 
up because of Axis concentration on 
other propaganda points. Why it 1s 
suddenly released now is difficult to 
say, but launching of anti-Semitic 
attacks in other fields apparently in- 
dicates this is part of a new mental 
blitz drive. 

Film is based on historical events 
in the Duchy of Wurttemberg early 
in the eigt th century Lion 
Feuchtwanger, 


production dis- 


eel 


German-reiugee 


and is | 


stage play by 


| ; 

| writer, used the background 
for a play produced in Europe and 

| in Manhattan some year: and 


Same 


ago 


also done as a Britis! film with Con- 
rad Veidt, but present repugnant 
, Nazi version has only slightest re- 
| semblance to the other. ‘Demonio,’ 
|} according to reports reaching here, 
| Was specifically designed not only 
for German audiences but to pro- 
| duce, by appeal to lowest passions, 
| hate against Jews in all occupied 
| countries. As repellent propaganda 
it’s one of the strongest smellers 


| ever turned out in 
Claiming to be based entirely on 
fact—introduction, inverting the 
usual prologue, insists everything is 
100 per cent authentic—seeks to lay 
at the feet of the Jews practically 
|all the greed. avarice. treachery, 
|cruelty and knavery§ conceivable. 
Purpose is also to seek to convince 
| spectators of the faci that traits de- 
| picted are, and always have been. 
those of the Jewish race. Manner in 
which this has been done indicates 
its inspiration must have come dci- 
rectly from Julius Streiche Hit- 
| ler’s leading Jew-baiter. Behind 4di- 
rection can be seen the 
| the-mouth violence of the Nazis, 


Berlin 


not 


| simply to make a point, but to try to 
| blast it home with a pile driver. 
| Some scenes are so revolting that 
| it’s hard to see how they were even 
| passed by local censors. who, at 
| least as far as Hollywood films ere 
| concerned, impose a stricter moral 
| control than even the Hays Office. 

| Only Nazi newspapers have to 
| date reviewed the film here, with 
| important dailies like Prensa and 


Nacion, which formerly reviewed all 
films, abstaining for the first time, 
apparently out of realization of the 


picture’s effect. Audience at the 
show caught was mainly German 
speaking, and Teatro San Martin, 


where the picture was released, is 
on the official! U. S. and British 
blacklists and gets mainly totali- 
tarian-minded audiences. Distribu- 
tion in the interior is likely to be 
limited, but indications are that the 
Nazis hope to push this one as far 
as they are able. Ray. 








Shadows on the Sage 


(SONGS) 


Republic releass of Lou qj produc- 
n Stars Bob Steele, To: Ivler, Jimmie 
Dodd Mesquiteer features Cheryl 
Walker, Harry Holms Directed b Les 
Orlebech o ! scl play 2. Bee 
n Cher based on characters created by 
William Colt MacDor i camera, Edgar 
Lyons itor Wllian Phopipsor At New 
y duit 1) 2 $2 Running 
55 MINS 

| Tucson Smith a = . Bob Steele 
Stony brook an éobaseeane ...Touw Tyler 
a ee Jimm Dodd 
ete” SREEOOR. .ccscvencé e+... Cheryl Walker 
are ee -Harry Holman 
Joh Car ! ! nt Washburn 
Jacksor ee Griff Barnett 

Johny | Mercer 
PVANKIID. ...cocscvescsecces ! Londor 
R Y Canutt 


i! ing Rufe Davis in the trio, 


} 


frothing-at- ! 





‘Shadows on 
in the Three 
and, aside from Jimmie Dodd replac- 
the rou- 
the the film, 
i.e., a good action picture about cow- 
pokes, 

There is 


the Sage’ is the latest 


Mesquiteers westerns 


tine is same and so is 


one slight switch in the 


|story. In addition to the crooked 
| banker and the gang that keeps 
knocking off sheriffs like they're clay 
pigeons, the head bandit is a dead 


| ringer for Bob Steele. Thanks to an 

expert stint of scripting this double 
role business is just enough to keep 
| the plot boiling without becoming 
ioo involved. 

There is a goodly amount of scrap- 
ping, shooting and riding: and for a 
change the boys get a chance to use 
the lariats that adorn their saddles. 
To cope with the six bandits who are 
| chasing them the three heroes take 
| separate trails after which the two- 
to-one odds are a cinch to overcome. 

Harry Holman is well cast as a 
garrulous oldtime sheriff who is re- 
called to office when none of the 
younger men want the job. Criif 
Barnett does nicely as the mine- 
owner, and Bryant Washburn is at 
home as the villainous banker. Fred- 
die Mercer practically steals the pic- 
ture as a moppet who admires the 
sheriff and is always practising, but 











FDR PRAISES 
VARIETY CLUBS 


Variety Club of Washington, D. C., 
has compiled a brochure covering 
welfare activities of Tent No. 11, 
Variety Clubs of America. Brochure 
is headed by the copy of a letter 
from President Roosevelt expressing 
his gratification that members of the 


Washington club and other Variety 
| clubs throughout the U. S. are con- 
tinuing their good work to bring 
happiness into the lives of ‘those 
little ones who have a particular 
call on our generosity.’ 

Letters from the Glenn Dale, 
Maryland Sanatorium, the Garfield 
Memorial hospital, various homes 


for sick and needy and social agen- 


cies commending the work of Tent 
No. 11 are reproduced in the book 


issued by Rudolph Berger, chairman 
of the ‘Heart of Variety’ committee. 


Sounds Like Sucker Play 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Top role in Warners’ ‘I Wasn't 
Born Yesterday’ goes to Humphrey 
Bogart, starting early in February. 


Mark Hellinger produces and 
Raoul Walsh directs, from W. R. 


Burnett's screenplay. 


Generous in Canada 


St. John, N. B., Dec. 29. 

All of the local film distribution 
exchanges have been distributing 
other things than the films for the 
holidays. Each exchange gave a 
cash bonus to every employee and 
also sent a box containing candy, 
smokes, fruit, warm clothing, etc., 
to every former staff member who 
is serving overseas or elsewhere in 
the Canadian army, navy or air force. 

















The Yanks Are Coming | Suck ot the dea ==" «(Pein |For the first time the cash bonus 
€ " itesenr sana tion Sinead tier has been adopted by all the local 
SONGS) ws : ey, Se wW- a 5 ee: , a 
las >. ( ve - _¢ | boy. and “The Cowboy’s Voice Les- exchanges: 20th Fox, RKO, Para 
.. ‘oe Cutler production, Features Henry | 80n,’ beth incidental to the action, mount, Regal. Warner, United Art- 
cmtue and orch, Directed by Als rhurn- | Sung by Jimmie Dodd who also did ists, Columbia, Empire, Universal 
Tax Sereenplay by Art! t. Cliire | the cleffing. Fran. and Eastern. 
and Sherman Lowe from original by Tony | 
Stern, Lew Pollack and ! i BE. Kay sneteecteyyaescu setter nent “ns ' Pd 
added dialog, Edith Watkir ‘mera, M acne 
jcel Lel - editor, Fred Bain nus 
1] 7 ley song Kay Crotl and D N 
| Arthur Garland, Lew Pollock, Tony Stern CW OY eatres 
| Herman Ruby, Sidney Clare At New | 2 
l York N. Y., dual, Dec. 28, ‘42. Run : i 
time, 62 MINS, serneceenepnaneesanae TM 
@mrieteecepecagtaey 4 
Gil Whitney Tercrt Henry King | 7 
Rita Edwards. ..cccee. Misi Itealy | 
ow alttlnaaab bret eB gy ee 2nd WEEK 6TH WEEK 
rule ee ee i ose nbiroon 
a Mernoiie ... 00:0. Wi , Roberts | First Time at Pepular Prices n ' 1 id Paul 
‘ “ys jai umphrey ingr au 
a eceee eoces aie fnmaei | oe JAMES CAGNEY 8 t® B a H id 
Vicki...... sob Ch ty aimed eet As GEO. M. COHAN in ogar ergman " henret 
es ode a she bed tk hoe Rae S . da Novak és 9 z 
Carporal Jenks egceees Cmal Percell } YANKEE DOODLE DANDY In Warner Bros. Hit 
Captain Brown.....eeseeee...lorrest Taylor || Warner Bros. Katertainment Miracle sé ” 
Sergeant Calinhan...ccee..- David O'Brien IN PERSON CASABLANCA 
Lew Pollacl Smirk . Himself 
ef JIMMY DORSEY A Hal B. Wallis Production 
} AND HIS ORCHESTRA Directed by Michael Curtiz 
Producing a wesiern on a_ short Feu turing 





thing 
musical, even one without dance se- 


budget is one 


|quences, is something else again. 
‘The Yanks Are Coming.’ even though 

had a good cast, for after all Harry 
| King’s Orch, Ma Healy Maxie 
| Rosenbloom, Charles Purcell, Little 
Jackie Heller, and Parkvarkakus are 


| no tyros, is unable to lick it 
| impression. Add to that an amateur- 
| ish job of directing. a weak script, 
and some semi-pro acting by the sup- 


Shooting a | 


quickie 


| porting players and ‘The Yanks’ won't 
| have ’em coming in droves to the! 
arrogant band- 


leader who thinks any soldier with- 
out a commission is a chump. Even- 
tually his band rebels by enlisting 
len masse. There is a croener who 
blows a juicy contract to enlist and 
!a couple of socialites who con the 


| 

| b.o. 

| Plot is about an 
' 


commandant into permitting them to | 


do a show for the bovs. And for an 

original finish tl show never gets 
because the men are called nD 

|} parentiy for activ« ervice, duri 


dress reheal 


Henry King’s aggregatio: 


4 


makes 


x0d music but the maestro 1 trictly 

non-union acio Maxie Rosen- 
bloot is a perfect pug and has one 
of the few laughs the script, to 
wit: he joined up to get a fight with 
tine champ and someone says, “You 
| look just like another fighter, Maxie 
Rosenbloom,” to which Slapsie re- 


plies. ‘No, no, anyone but that ham.’ 
Parkvakarkus. as the crooner’s agent, 
is okay but handicapped by draggy 


direction which kills his lines. | 
| Charles Purcell has a bit that en- 
| ables him to sell an anti-rumor song, 
Zip Your Lip.’ Only trouble is that 
| Purcell doesn’t look the type. Wil- 
| liam Roberts, who plays the crooner, 
lwould have done better with ‘this 


| song since he’s a husky gent. 
There are three worthwhile things 
in the picture. Little Jackie Heller, 


as the band’s arranger and song- 
writer: Mary Healy as the band’s 


vocalist, and the score. ‘The Yanks 
Are Coming’ and “There Will Be No 
Blackout of Democracy’ are good but 
don’t ring -true in this setting. ‘I 
Must Have Priorities on Your Love’ 
and ‘Don’t Fool Around With My 





{ 


| Heart’ are something else again and, 
thanks to Miss Healy and Heller, 


they get across nice 





Bob Eberly @ Helen O’Connell 
B’way & 47th St. STRAND 
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Maureen 
POWER - O'HARA 


nme Brack Sw: 


A 20th Century-Fox teumeh §=§N TECHNICOLOR! 
* PLUS BIG STAGE SHOW x 


suite ROX Y 5 





50m $1. 




















HELQ OVER—2ND WEEK 
NOEL COWARD'S 


Th Which We Serve’ 


Artists 








































SWAY & 
4 | 

CAPITOL Siti 
4 ¢ | 
Paramount presents tx Person | 
. - Benny | 
Star Spangled GOODMAN || 
Rhythm and His Orchestra 
Extra: Frank | 

with 43 Stars SINATRA 

PARAMOUNT _ Times Square 

; 








B'WAY & 
47th St. 


‘PALAC 


Starts 











iomerrew! 
Hetty GRABLE @ John PAYNE 
‘Springtime In The Rockies’ 
and 
“SECRET ENEMIES” 
Sraiq STEVENS ns Faye EMERSON 








Maisie’s War Fever 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
Maisie series of features swung in- 
to war production at Metro with 
‘Swing Shift Maisie,’ co-starring Ann 
Sothern and James Craig. 
Norman McLeod directs 
George Haight production 


the 





HOLLYWOOD THEATRE 


Continuous @ B’way & 51st St. 














29th Week! | 


MICHAEL TODD’S 


STAR and GARTER 


Staged by HASSARD SHORT 


BOBBY _ GYPSY ROSE 


CLARK LEE 


w of B’ way 
ond Saturday 











RADIO 
ciITy 


MUSIC HALL 


(HELD OVER) 


“RANDOM 
HARVEST" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











LOEW’S 
Starts Thur. Dee. 3! 


STATE “so" | ic x. vs: 


qa8. _— : “A NIGHT TO 
osalin U L eMEY ” 
Brien AMNERWE REMEMBER 














Janet BLAIR Loretta YOUNG 
“MY SISTER Brian AHERNE 
EILEEN” 
mo In Per 
In Person 
MacFariand Twins Ella FITZGERALD 
and Orch and the 4 Keys 
Jackie MILES EXTRA! 
Mitzi GREEN ROMO VINCENT 
“Brilliant—A Hit!’’ Anderson, Journal-Amer. 


50c $1 & $1.50 Fh%s 


Sat. Nights Only 50c. te $2.50 Plus Tax 
Sonja Henle & Arthur M. Wirt? present 


A MUSICAL ICETRAVAGANZA 


STARS ON ICE 


CENTER THEATRE, Rockefeller Center 


CO. 5-5474 
America’s Only Ice Theatre 
Evgs.. incl. Sun. 8:40—No Monday Perf. 


Matinees: Dee, 30, jan, |, 2 & 3 
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Ad Agencies Take Note of Squawks 
Ahout Spice on Air; Inform Comics 


> 


» £ Ler cies la> 
v cial cognizance OL a 
SLO \ tv's’ Dec. 23 issue tell- 
] ) eceived from io- 
ca roa ! abo the growing 

enc rk comics to dip | 


’ torial 


into blue iterial and of certain 
s to deal in pro- 


network script shov 


fa ouble entendre. The | 
agen tained extra copies of the | 
article a iiled them to their | 
comics and associated material | 
writers | 
One ageney radio exec explained 
that the article’s publication had | 
proved quite timely as far as he 
was concerned, since he had been | 
troubled of late with one of his 


comedians over that very subject. 
Appended to the story was a let- 
ter from Barron Howard, business 
manager of WRVA, Richmond, in 
warned that if radio didn’t 


which he 





apply the damper soon to these proc- 
livities medium would find it- 
self the target of the reformer ele- 
ment, 


RUPPEL GOING 
INTO MARINES 


Louis Ruppel, former CBS pub- 
licity director, quits his present job 
with Crowell Publications in about 
three weeks to become a First Lieu- 
tenant in the Marine Corps. 

He expects to be assigned to the 
aerial photography and map-making 
branch of the air branch. 


WSIX AND MUTUAL 
RENEW RELATIONSHIP 


WSIX, Nashville, and the Mutual 
network have patched up their dif- 


at 
ine 





ferences and the station has re- 
sumed normal Mutual _ service. 
WSIX dropped the Mutual line a 
couple of months ago on the ground 
that the network violated its con- 
tract when it discontinued ° sustain- 


on the insistence of the 
Federation of Musicians. 


ing service 


American 


The latter situation developed from 
4 ‘mployment tangle between 
VSIX and the AFM’s Nashville lo- 
ca 

WSIX also has been taking the 
Blue network's service and ap- 
parently will continue to do so. 


Pitt Brewer Buys 2 


Shows for Soldiers 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 29. 
ure Brewing Co., has just 
signed th KDKA for six quarter- 





Premieres 


Dec. 30-Ja 10 





Dec. 50 


‘Mr. and Mrs. North,’ comedy- 
drama based on Owen Davis 
play version of Richard ana 


Frances Lockridge sketches; 
Wednesdays, 8-8:30 p.m., WEAF- 
NBC: Woodbury soap (Jergens), 


Lennen & Mitchell agency. 
Jan. 4 

Gracie Fields, comedy-song 

series expands to 15 minutes; 

Monday-Friday, 10-10:15 p.m., 

WJZ-Blue: Pall Mall cigarets 

(American tobacco), Ruthrauff 


& Ryan agency. 
Jan. 5 
‘Singin’ Sam,’ songs by Harry 
Frankel: Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
8-8:15 p.m., WOR-Mutual; Bar- 
basol; Erwin, Wasey agency. 
Jan, 7 
‘Music Hall,’ with Bing Crosby, 
Victor Borge, John Scott Trotter 


orch, shrinks to half-hour; 
Thursdays, 9-9:30 p.m., WEAF- 
NBC: Kraft cheese, Thompson 
agency 

Jan. 8 


Kate Smith, with Ted Collins, 
Olyn Landick, contracts to half- 


hour: Fridays, 8-8:30 p.m., 
WABC-CBS; Jello (General 
Foods), Young & Rubicam 
agency. 
Jan. 10 

John Charles Thomas, John 
Nesbitt: Sundays, 2:30-3  p.m., 
WEAF-NBC: Westinghouse, 
Young & Rubicam agency. 

‘Stooperoo,’ comedy-quiz, with 


Col. Stoopnagle (F. Chase Tay- 


lor); Sundays, 6:05-6:30 p.m., 
WJZ-Blue: Schutter candy; 
Roche, Williams & Cunnyngham 


agency 





Trenton (N. J.) Station 
Employees Claim They're 
Striking for Back Pay 


Dec. 29. 





Trenton, 
A strike 
tion WTTM 
A score of 
ers, advertising cleri- 
cal help h out Dec. 
18. They are members of a recently 
organized local of the International 
Brotherhood Electrical Workers 
(AFL). 
A spoke the strikers 
the stoppage of work resulted from 
what he termed a screwy system of 


here remains unsettled. 
announcers, 


salesmen 


staff work- 
and 
since 


ave been 


oI 


nan {o. Sal 


he said, the station made only 
payments on the rest 
‘owed’ to the employees. The man- 
agement, he claimed, finally had be- 


part 


salaries: was 





hour isical shows weekly featuring 
two different sets of talent. On Mon- 
days, Wednesdays and Fridays at 
6:30 p.m., Jeanne Baxter and Buzz 
Aston, singers, will do 15 minutes of 
request lodies for soldiers, and 
Tue Thursdays and Saturdays | 
> i spotlight the Tech Las- | 
sie ’ i jad in ‘Songs for Service 
{ up composed of Gene} 
\ e C »p, Miss Baxter and 
¢ e Heid 

Saturdays, Bili Sutherland, 
5 1 nouncer, will also occupy a 
the program with a| 

of the week’s sports news 


Representative 





Detroit, Dec. 29. 

active service 
enough representation, 
CKLW news commenta- 
week saw another member 
{f his family into the armed forces. 
His daughter, Betty, 18, joined the 
Navy as a WREN. 


Clifford Evans Back 
Clifford Evans resumes as news 
commentator and analyst for WLIB, 
Brooklyn, Monday (4). He had been 
off the air during a two month tour 
of the nation to sample public 
opinion 
Ev ans, 
weekly air comments, is 


for the Brookly Dail’ 


As if 
1S not 
al Clare, 
yr, last 


two sons In 


octdsa 
°% 


his thrice- 
a columnist 
Eagle. 


aqaition to 








come more than $4,000 in debt to 
the hands, most of whem, of course, 
had no written contracts So, he 
declared, the strikers would return 
to work gleefully if they could be 
guaranteed regular salary payments. 
The station contends the back pay 
amounts claimed are ridiculous. 
Some advertisers have backed off 
but so far there is been no seriou 
curtail ) b ‘ The 
Statio contrac with tne 
broadcast division of the CIO It 
Claims the strike is a wildcat The 
studio, located midtow: has been 
pickete Conciliation with the aid 
of federal mediators and IBEW rep- 
resentatives has been going forward 














| point out, would suit 


| 


| were 
of employees of radio sta- | 


paying the help. For several months, | 


A. L. ALEXANDER MOVING. 


A. L. Alexander is moving his | 
wailing-wall program, ‘Mediation 
Board,’ from WHN, N.Y., to WOR, 
mM. x It will have the Monday, 
9:15-10 p.m. slot on WOR, starting 
Jan. 11. Series will go Mutual four 
weeks later, 

‘Mediation Board’ is along the 


lines of ‘Good Will Hour,’ a series 
which Alexander created on WMCA., 
N. Y., some seven years ago 





San 
formerly in charge of public service 
tor NBC here, shifted to Holly. 


ood 





Francisco— Leonard Gross, | 


the scene of their pe: 





10th Annual 
SHOWMANAGEMENT 


AWARDS 


based on 


WHAT LOCAL 
RADIO STATIONS 
ARE DOING 
FOR THE WAR 


To Be Published in the 
37th Anniversary 
Edition 
of 


VARIETY 
OUT NEXT WEEK 











YANK NETS OK 


OTTAWA FOR 
PEACE TALKS 


_—_-——— 


Officials of the four major Ameri- 


can networks look with favor On a} 


proposal advanced by several Cana- 


dian newspapers that the United Na-| 


tions make Ottawa, Canadian capital, 
ice conferences. 


A situation of this sort, the 


They wouldn’t have to worry 
about the unpredictable troubles that 
come with shortwave relays or time 
differences, would be the 
the conferences to be held in 
Europe. It would also be convenient 
commentators to cover the 
ering and maintain their 
commercial commitments. 


as case 


for gath- 


regular 


COLWELL OFFERED 


NEW OWI POST 


Robert T. Colwell, J Walter 
Thompson v. p. has been approached 
about taking the post 
the Office 
would be a 


of radio copy 
War 


liaison 


chief with of Infor- 


mation. It as- 


webs | 


them perfectly. 


signment giving him executive 
status under W.'H. Lewis, head of | 
the OWI's radio division. The post 


would be newly created one. 
has had two othei 
connections under consideration 

Colweil, whose speciality for 
past 14 years has been ad copy 


continulty 


well wai-reiated 


vriting and 
all 


lay ne 
planning, 
editing, would have charge of 


ript contact between the 


Col- | 


the | 
and } 


OWl’s 


radio division and advertising agen- | 


cies. He would have a committee of 
agency radio execs, expressly ap- 
pointed for the purpose, sit in with! 
him on consultations. Colwell would 


also split his working week between 


New York and Washington. 





Vick Knight 


Has his own ideas about 
“The New Boss of Radio” 


an Added Feature in 
‘Show Busines 
At War’ 
theme of the 
37th Anniversary Numbe: 


of 


RIETY 











| zine 


NETWORK GROSS TIME SALES 


(Estimated) 


FOR NOVEMBER 





1942 1941 a, 
IMO csc ccses $1,780,000 $1,200,000 +8 
Columbia 4,150,000 3,860,000 7 
a ae 910,000 960,000 ascii 
SE AxVEES ct ecnsrnede 3,870,000 3,700,000 15 
Total .$10,710,000 $9,720,000 119 

FOR FIRST 11 MONTHS 

1942 1941 %, 
Blue $14,100,000 $11,000,000 0g 
Columbia 41,300,000 40,350,000 9 
Mutual 8,775,000 6,350,000 38 
|) er 39,950 000 38,000,000 5 
WOON Piss vadeansvarnd $104,125,000 $95,710,000 9 











4 Nets Gross 


Continued from page 1 








—— 
| tions are that the webs as a contin- 
gent will be able to hold their own 
for at least the first quarter of 1943. 

The batch of new business set to 
| start after New Year's should suf- 
fice to make up for the reduction of 

the time quotients of such shows as 
| Kraft Music Hall, Kate Smith and 
Camel Caravan. 

Columbia is figured to lead the 
| network gross list for 1942 with ac- 
cumulative billings of $45,500,000, as 
compared to $44,550,000 for 1941. 
NBC will be next with $43,800,000, 
compared with $39,750,000 for ‘41. 
The Blue Network, it is estimated, 
will do $16,200,600 this vhie 
in 1941 its gross was $15,200,000 
The 1942 estimate for Mutual is $9,- 
700,000. In 1940 that network grossed 
$7,300,000. 


All 


year, 


excepting 

last month ran ahead of their No- 
vember, 1941, Columbia's 
$4,150,000 gave it a plus margin of 
7°. NBC got $3,870,000, or plus 5%. 
The Blue grossed $1,780,000, which 
| was 48° over what the tally had 
| been for November, 1941. Mutual's 
| $910,000 represented a slide of 5%. 


networks 


grosses. 





Van Nostrand Now Has 
| Green Light From Draft 
| Bd. to Join OWI in N. Y. 





The 
Jack 
cam’'s 


cleared for 
Young & Rubi- 
head in the east, 
join the New York office of the 
Office of War Information’s radio 
division as aide to Pete 
It will be a absence 
out pat 
the OWI's 
Nostrand will 
chief, Vai 
change Jan 
After Van 


accepted 


way has been 
Van Nostrand, 
production 

to j 


leave of 


and 
stant 


makes 


radio section 
be ass 
Nostrand 
15 

Nostrand several 
OW] 


‘ : 
VNVal a, W 


deputy 
the 


weeks 
post the 


ith 


ago the 


Holiywood draft which 
he had registered, 
o report for a 
until recently 
acknowledged 
his deferment 
is married, will 
| four months, 


Ex-Pitt Radio Ed Wins 


Freedom on Parole 


card 
wasn’t 


sent him a 
physical. It 
that the draft 
the OWI request 
Van Nostrand, 


be 38 


for 


years old in 


29 
radio 
was re- 


eounty 


Pittsburgh, Dec 
Martin, former 
Post-Gazette 


leased on narale tTrory 


Darrell V 
editor of the 
the 
workhouse last week by 
afte 30 days of a 
six-month sentence on his guilty plea 
of embezzling $2,000 from a 
couple. His release 
had made full 
Mrs. Roy V 
vested the 
which 


serving 


he 


and 


after 


Mr 


came 
restitution to 
money in a 

Martin 


radio maga- 
said he had 
planned to publish. In his plea to 
the charge last month, the ex- 
columnist admitted placing the 
money in his personal account. 
When a $2,000 cashier’s check was 
presented in court, the Claypools, in 
a signed statement. said they were 
willing to agree to Martin’s release. 
Judge Egan placed him on a six- 
month parole to be terminated when 
he also pays the costs of the case. 
‘Dr. I. Q.’ on Hub Stage 
Boston, Dec. 29. 
‘Dr. I. Q.” will broadcast his NBC 
quiz program from the stage of the 
Metropolitan theatre here starting 


| Jan. 18 for six successive Mondays. 


Program moves from Atlanta. Ga. It 
ved Boston two 
WBZ will emar 


years ago 


late show. 


local | 


Mutual | 


Barnum. | 
with- | 
Barnum is deputy chief of | 
Van | 


board | 


| 


o------ 


AD AGCYS. FREE 
WITH BONUSES 


Bonuses flowed freely among the 
advertising agencies the day before 
Christmas, but the year-end gift at 
Young & Rubicam turned out to be 
a double-barreled one. Y & R em- 
ployees not only received an extra 
check representing 742% of their 
accumulative 1942 salaries, but the 
news that the firm had also estab- 
lished a profit sharing plan for them. 

The average bonus was 10% of the 
, accumuiative salary, although there 
were lots of cases of an extra week's 
reyment. With J. Walter Thomp- 
| son it was two weeks’ extra salary 
| for those earning up to $3,000, and 
the usual week’s bonus for the upper 
brackets, plus dividends for the em- 
ployee stockholders. 


BREWER BUYS ST. L. B.B. 
GAMES FOR 3D YEAR 


St. Louis, Dec. 29 
For the third eonsecutive year 
the Hyde Park Breweries, Inc. 
through Young & Rubicam have 
signed a contract to sponsor the 
play-by-play home games of the 
Browns and Cardinals on a seven- 
station Missouri and Illinois web, 


Originating at KXOK. France Laux. 





chief gabber at KMOX, the CBS 
outlet here, will again do the an- 
nouncing, having been brought for 
the stint for his third consecutive 
yeal 

This assignment will not interfere 
with Laux: doing his own sports 
program each p.m. over his home 


Station 


Cunningham in Sales 


Promotion Post at WEE! 


Dec. 29 
formerly 


Boston, 


Guy W. Cunningham, 


age sales promotion manager for film fan 
wno | . hee rom ' 
} Mags, has Joined WEEI in a similar 


ranoseity 
prACily, 


He obtained his first radio-writing 
experience doing scripts for ‘Voice of 
the City’, advertising program spon- 


sored by Barron G. Collier and 


| broadcast over WHN, New York. 


| Dorethy Lowell U 
| 
| 


| 


| 


. i went 
Judge John | 


. . | mother 
Claypool, who had in- | other 





} 
| 


; houncer 


ndergoes 
umergency Appendectomy 


Dorothy 434) — ® 
ame Ueily tue actress O18 


the ‘Our Gal Sunday’ serial. under- 


T nrxveall 
M6sOW1i, 


an emergency appendectomy 
(25) in Beth Israel 

She is recovering 
Meanwhile, Vivian 
Smolen. who subbed in the part lact 
Miss Lowell 
is again replacing 

Miss Lowell is the wife of William 
Spire, of the Office of War Informa- 
tion radio department 


Friday night 
hospital, N. Y 
atisfactorily. 
year 


wnen 


became a 


WHEC Gets F-M Permit 


Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 29. 

WHEC received authority to estab- 
lish a commercial frequency modula- 
tion station to replace its experi- 
mental W8XAD. 

The new W47R will operate on an 
18-hour daily schedule on 44,700 kilo- 
cycles with a power of 3,000 watts. 
It will use the same equipment as the 
experimental unit, so will require no 
construction materials. 








Akron.—Russel Lengs has joined 
WJW, replacing Gene Peterson, an- 
who was recently inducted 


Dy the Army. 





Ee. 


~—- 
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P&G TRIMMING BUDGET 





a 


Sinatra Moves Into 





,% 


2 —______— 


SOAP 
Barry Wood Shifts to AK. Song Show 


a 
vr 


‘Hit Parade’ When 





Frank Sinatra, former Tommy 
Dorsey vocalist now on CBS sus- 
taining, will replace Barry Wood 


on American Tobacco’s Lucky Strike 


Hit Parade. Nood will shift over 
to the new Friday night replace- 
ment show for ‘Information, Please,’ 


which starts Feb. 12 with a 50-piece 


orchestra under Mark Warnow, 


plus Marie Greene, and Lyn Mur- 
rays chorus. This program will 
originate in Carnegie Hall, N. z.. 


and consist of a ‘All-Time Hit Parade’ | 


melodies popular 20 or more years 
ago. 

George Washington Hill, head of 
American Tobacco, spent approxi- 
mately $1,500 last week to nave both 
shows produced and transcribed for 
his personal benefit, with Sinatra on 
the Hit Parade. Wood has been in 
that spot for three’ consecutive 
years. 

Sinatra has been receiving a con- 
centrated buildup from CBS since 
leaving Dorsey. He has two shows, 
one half-hour and a quarter-hour, 
and on Jan. 4 begins 15 minutes 
across the board at 11:15 p.m. He 
was recently signed to a contract 
by Columbia Records, to record solo 
after the settlement of the present 
controversy with the AFM. Today 
(Wednesday) Sinatra begins 10 con- 
secutive weeks at the Paramount 
theatre, N. Y. 

Frank Cooper, of General Amuse- 
ment Corp., manages Sinatra. 


Unions Watch 


BC Production 
Schooling Plan 


The American Federatio: of Radio 
Artists, the Radio Writers Guild and 
other talent organizations are w; 
Ing the projected move of NBC to 
form an Employee Production Group 
aimed to 


‘give free instruction and 
training in radio directing. sound 
effects, scripting and announcing to 


its employees 


radio 


Garnet Garrison 
nstructor at Wayne U1 

Detroit, has been hired by 
NBC to have charge of the instruc- 
tion, starting next week.  & 
NBC vice-president in 
charge-of programs, will supervise 


versity, 


Menset 


Leaders of AFRA, RWG and the 
other radio talent groups are co! 
cerned lest NBC use the employee 


Organization as a training ground 


for possible replacements for pro- 
gram production personnel, with the 
idea of holding down wage standards 
and .otherw ise 


combating their ob- 


Jectives. Meanwhile, the Radio Di 
rectors Guild has noted that it al 
readv } " effort mian 4 

. . aaOCClL a pial i 

ig pi ‘ram productio: mer ‘ a 
‘ ect | ul WT oe 

and | etw k outle 

Yor} 


Cresta Blanca Going 
All-Musical on MBS: 
Jack Pearl Off Show 


Chesta Blanca wine (Schenley) is 


Converting its 45-minute stint on 


Mutual Wednesdays to an all-musi- 
cal show Starting with the Jan. 6 
broadeast. Jack Pear! will have 
terminated a run of 13 weeks. 

Only other change made will be 
the augmentation of the Morton 
Gouid Orchestra. Jean Merrill and 


Brad Reynolds will continue as 
Program's head vocalists. 


‘Victory Hour’ Layoff 


The Victory Hour, Government 


progr: * 
Program over the Blue network and } 


m.e.d by George V. Denny, Jr., is 


Off the air until Jan. 12 
Then a new series of 
will be launched. 


broadcasts 


Mrs. Elaine Ewing In 
New Post With OW! 


Washington, Dec. 29. 

Mrs. Elaine Ewing has been ap- 
pointed assistant chief of the sta- 
tion relations section of the Office 
of War Information’s domestic radio 
bureau. Before her new appoint- 
ment, Mrs. Ewing was assistant to 
Douglas Meservey, deputy chief of 
the radio bureau. In her new posi- 
tion she will assist Richard F. Con- 
nor, chief of the station relations 
section, 

Prior io joing OWI, Mrs. Ewing 
was with NBC and before that was 
executive secretary of Transamerica 
Broadcasting and Television Corp. 


KAYE VICE EDDY 











Sammy Kaye's orchestra will re- 
place Nelson Eddy for Old Gold in 
the 
CBS 
will include a glee club and guests 
Joe E. Lewis had 
tion for the new 
cold last 

Lorillard planned originally to re- 
tain Eddy and buy a pop musical 
prog é md show, but that 
dea had to be shelved because the 


J. Walter 


latter's Wednesday period on 


T "7 . 2 
Jan. 27. he format 


‘ 
starting 


been under con- 
setup but 


* ; * LoL 
went WEEK, 


ram aS a sec 


agency on the account, 


Thompson, couldn’t find another: 
atisfactory half-hour open on NBC 
or CBS Eddy will have been on 
the Lorillard payroll for 39 weeks. 
It will make Kaye’s second air 
alliance Lo! illard. The band- 
nan did a 26-week series on NBC 


in 1940 for anothe1 
facturer’s 


one of the manu- 


brands, Sensation cigarets. 


FOR OLD GOLD 


NO 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 











IAL 


~|Retrenchment in 1943 Had 


| Been Expected, but Not) 


Come Out of Broadcasting | 
—P&G Spent $10,000,000. 
in Radio in ’42 


WILL CLIP WEAKIES 


Gamble, has decided to cut its ad- 


| vertising appropriation for 1943 by 
(10°. It is not known how much of 
| this clip will come out of broadcast- 
| ing, since the policy surrounding the 
| proposed reduction is not a horizon- 
| tal one. 





}of 29 


Radio’s No, 1 customer, Procter & | tricts. 


| 





The basic plan of economy | 


| will be restricted to those soap 
| brands that have been consistently | 
|on the losing side of the ledger. The | 


|amount involved in the 10% will 
;}come from appropriations for the 
| weakie products, and the new policy 
also 


calls for further exploitation 
|savings from that group and the | 
| transfer of such money to the fur- 


ther promotion of the stronger 


brands 


Some sort 


* 


of economy move in the 


soa vy had been expected 
within advertising circles for some 
time € ce ee Ze the s( Dp 

busine and it wv 
le I ( ¢ € try Ss pros- 
¢ \ € € ( Val needs 
ce n ot ar oll 

r r € lc re 
( te of cal readjust- 

me} 

It estimated that P. & G.’s ex- 
pe ture 110 both network 
and spot, fe 1942 ft led around 
$10.000.000 According to informa- 
tion rr ad ency execs who 
pec alize n a accounts, few of 
the P. & G. products now on the 
etwor)] fall wit the category. 
P. & G.’s expenditures with the net- 


quarter of 


works during 


=] ‘ 
;aiong 
( 


10% 








Known How Much Will Purina Buys ‘Opry’ On 


29-Station NBC Hookup 


Purina Mills has bought a hookup 
NBC fox 
|ship of the ‘Grand Ole Opry’ pro- 
| pram, starting Jan. 2. The link will 
|take in the southeastern, south cen- 
‘tral, southwestern and Florida dis- 
Camel underwrites the 
| same show on the same network on 
'62 stations, but the latter are in 
lother sections of the couniry. 
Gardner is the agency on 
Purina account. 


HUB ROBINSON 
UP AT Y-R AGCY. 


stations on sponsor- 


the 





Hubbell Robinson, Jr., has been 
named associate director of radio of 
the Young & Rubicam agency. The 


makes him second in 
within Y & R’s radio setup 
to Tom Harrington, v.p. in charge of 


raql 


promotion 


authority 


for 


‘Abert Lasker Retires 2d 


j 
{ 
| 
| 


Time; 


MISTAMEA Lord-Thomas Agcy., One of World's 
Largest. Now Foote, Cone & Bel 


+ 


ing 





| After Jan. 1 the famed Lord & 
Thomas advertising agency, one of 


the largest and oldest in the world, 
becomes no more. Albert D. Lasker, 
principal owner, retires Jan. 1—for 
a second time, after being impressed 
into service anew following an orig- 
nal retirement in 1938. 

Under the name of Foote, Cone & 
Belding, Lasker’s associates in Lord 
& Thomas will take over, occupying 
the same quarters and retaining the 
same _ personnel, Emerson Foote, 
Fairfax M. Cone and Don Belding 
have been the executive vice presi- 
dents in charge of New York, Chi- 
cago and Los Angeles offices of L&T, 
espectively. 

When Lasker retired in ’38, as 
president and director, it was his 
intention to devote himself entirely 
to publie affairs, which he will now 
continue to do once again. When 
Don Francisco, president of L&T, 
took a leave this year to become 
one of the chiefs of the Office of 
Coordinator of Inter-American Af- 
fairs, the advertising tycoon had to 
come back into advertising activity, 
especially in the light of other L&T 
men going into the military service. 
These included his son, Eddie, g.m. 
of L&T, enlisted as an officer 

(Continued on page 32) 


wno 


inson Wil ont! ue Bars: e 

time being to run the talent ena OI 

the department also. His main task ; CVIEWS 
: ‘ 3 \ 

for the tw Veal na DeE€ ine 


buying of talent, linin up naterial 


litions and contacting clients 
with Harrington on 

Robinson has been with the 

for over 15 yea 

adio department in 1930. 


ror au 
program 
matters, 


agent 


1942 were materially off, ar 
compared to the part of 
year, so that it is quite possible that 
the have already experienced 
the full force of the P. & G. re- 
trenchment. 


iyway, as 


fore the 


webs 
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Of 42 Play Up 
Radio's War Rele 


Both RCA d CBS, in their year- 
ena revi for 1942 released this 
eek, stressed the part that Ameri- 
can radio has played in the war. 
Co}. D 1 Sarnoff, RCA prexy, de- 
clared lat when the achievements 
of radio vention for 1942, now 
military é et ire released to the 
ublic Americans will be “pre id of 
e radio esear( vorkers and en- 
ineers’ 10 equipped our armed 
e! ces with ‘apparatu insur pas ed 
in efficiency.’ William Paley, CBS 
prez, pointed in his report vith 
pride to the all-around war s¢ ce 
of the network plu ich serie as 
Norman Corwin's An American n 
England’ and Larry LeSeur’s An 
Smerican in Russia’ series 
Radio in 1942, declared the RCA 
eport. played important part in 
Van Hae of wintines tn” thm 
f \ Pele ‘ t 
f | 
‘ ‘ 
e 
‘ ‘ 
‘ ‘ } 
f e€ a 


CBS Planning Russian 
Facsimile of Corwin’s 
‘American in England’ 


CBS < ‘ ely Dig j 1Ole 


sueur, 
an €X- 
ends tay as the network’s corre- 
pondent i Moscow Le Sueur 
narrate the series. Bill 
slated to produce-direct 
but the adapter, time and 
date are undetermined 
Corwin’s ‘England’ series ended a 


1 disOQ 
Robson 
the series 


+: 
Starting 


seque] edition, originating in New 
York, last week. His original series, 
originating in London, was aired by 
CBS vi hortwave 


ties The 


oe ears 





preeeae: Seca 


ee Oe eee re rr) 


singel Tin, eign 


ete 
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AFRA Wins Transcription D:spute William B. Lewis | 
. Chief of Radio, OWI 
With B-S-H; $10,000 to Perform:rs | — ,.zsrevrtsor.. | cyt Sonn tas reace Bit Baer 2, rsig of Camel Caray 
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Americ: Federatior of Radio 
Artists wor a complete victors» $22,000,000 Mex Budget 
its ispute with the icago office 


hicag f 
Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
over the matter of recorded 
versions of the ‘Lone Journey’ and 
‘Light of the World’ serials. Verdict | 
was handed down by an American | 
Arbitration Assn. panel consisting of | 
Herman A. Gray, professor of law 
at New York University; M. E 


of the 
agency 


Tompkins, of BMI, and Holgar J 
Johnson, an insurance executive. 
Amount involved totals nearly 


$10,000 and includes fees of $10 for 
each artist for each performance 

Dispute was over the question of 
classification of the recorded ver- 
sions of the serials. Recordings are 
made from dress rehearsals of the 
show, AFRA claiming they should 
be classed as ‘prior’ recordings. pay- 
ing a $10 fee per actor, and the 
agency saying that they should be 
regarded as off-the-line recordings, | 
for which no extra fee is required | 
in the existing circumstances. After | 
hearing evidence and arguments of | 
both sides, the arbiters issued a de- 
cision completely favorable to 
AFRA. 

‘Lone Journey,’ originating in Chi- 
cago, is co-authored by Sandra and 
Peter Michael, directed by Fred 
Weihe and produced by the John 
Gibbs office for Procter & Gamble. 
It is heard q@n a midwest and Coast 
hookup of NBC. ‘Light of the 
World,’ originating in New York, is 
adapted by Katharine and Adele} 
Seymour, directed by Axel Gruen- 


For Education to Provide 


Liberal Use of Radio 


co City, Dec. 29. 


public 


Mex 
Greater use of radio for 
instruction, adults as well as 
dren, is to feature the ambitious pro- 


gram for the spread of learning 
throughout Mexico next year by the 


Ministry of Public Education. A budg- 


let allowance of $22,900,000 has been 


granted for 1943, the most coin that 
Mexico ever spent for education in 
any veal 

Radio, explained Minister Octavio 
Vejar Vazquez, is to be brought into 
bigger play for education, not only 
in the cities but in remote rural 
regions, some of which are so far 
away that they are eight days horse- 
back ride from the railheads. 


CAN. STATION PLUGS 
SHOWS VIA CAR CARDS 


Dec. 29. 

CFCF 
will tea off a unique advertising 
campaign for this city and province 
and possibly for all Canada on Fri- 


Montreal, 


Canadian Marconi station 





berg and produced by Transameri- 
can for General Mills. It airs on 
NBC. 





Grove’s Buys Musical 
Philadelphia, Dec. 29 


Grove’s Bromo-Quinine last week | 


KYW. 
trio and 


bought a musical show on 
featuring the Art Hinett 
Roger Williams’ vocals 
Peter Roberts is handling the 
commercials. 


|day (1). It is the utilization of the 
badly street car system as a 
|} dium to advertise not only the out- 
: station, 


standing programs on the 


| ; 
| but also the names of their spon- 
;SOrs 

At first only 18 outstanding pro- 


grams will be advertised for a pe- 
jriod of six months, with option for 
continuation indefinitely. Sales pro- 
nmrotion director Ernest Smith is re- 


‘sponsible for the idea. 


chil- 


me- | 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 

At War 

theme of the 

37th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARTETY 











TATION OPENS 
SPIELER CLAS 


Boston. 
The dearth of radio 
has prompted WEEI to start a course 


Dec 29 


ito train men for the station. Cu- 
| riculum planned comprises three 
classes weekly and completion of 


;}course depends upon ability 
| versatility of the individual. Ap- 
'plications are being accepted from 
; men with deferred draft classifica- 
|tions. Auditions will then be held the 
week of Jan. 4, and 10 will be 
| selected for the initial class starting 
Jan. 11. 

Arthur F. Edes, director of radio 
courses at Emerson College and 
former WEEI program director, will 
conduct individual training courses 
in voice, radio production and style 
itwice a week. The third class will 
consist of group lectures covering 
every phase of operation by heads 
lof various WEEI departments. Tran- 
| scription, sound effects, continuity, 
ad libbing, news, engineering and 
music clearance will be stressed dur- 
ling these classes. In addition, stu- 


| ° mee > | 
|dents will participate in actual work 


on the air. 























WHAT ARE YOU DOING 


SUNDAY AT 


6:30 ? 


How would you like to meet a lot of nice people every Sun- 


day evening? Come over to our place any Sunday at 6:30 


and we can fix it for you. You'll find microphones and wire- 


lines and things already hitched to millions of homes where 


these people are waiting for you. When you arrive. they'll 


have just finished listening to two of the most popular pro- 


grams in radio... both on Mutual, of course. Here’s how we 


time it: 


At 5:30 comes “The Shadow” fo, D. | 
Coal Co. 


currently rated by Hooper a 


of all listeners. 


-& W. 


> 


t 14.0 with 43.53% 


At 6:00 comes “First X ighter”* for Campana 


S.] 


Vaiec 


Co.—currently rated by Hooper at 12.0 with 40.7% 


of all listeners. 


Al 6:30 comes Your Program —curvently rated 


as one of the best huys in broadeasting. For actual Costs, 


get in touch with your Mutual man at once. 


THIS 1S MUTUAL 





announcers | 


Bacher's option had not been picked up and his last ‘Caravan’ direction 
was to be that of the Jan. 1 broadcast He failed to appear for the 
Wednesday (23) rehearsal of last Friday night’s (25) program and the 
agency, William Esty, under the impression that he was not going to do 
the show any more, hurriedly retained Cohan by telephone late that night 
(Wednesday ) 

Bacher appeared the next day (Thursday) to start rehearsals, explaining 
that he had been in Washington, but he was told that another director 
had been hired in his place. Cohan produced that week’s program. The 
matter of Bacher’s claim for two weeks’ salary is now under discussion 
between himself and the agency. 

Besides losing the ‘Caravan’ assignment, Bacher resigned last week as 
director of two Treasury Department programs, the ‘Over Here’ series on 
ithe Blue network and the recorded ‘Star Parade’ shows. His action fol- 
‘lowed a dispute with William B. Murray, of the William Morris agency, 
| producer of the programs. He had previously been reprimanded by the 
| American Federation of Radio Artists for an infraction of the 
code of fair practice. 


union's 


As a buildup for ‘Star Spangled Rhythm,’ which has its world preem at 
the Paramount, N. Y., today (30), Paramount went on the air Monday 
night (28) with a 15-minute transcription specially prepared for the stunt 
,in Hollywood. It’s the first time that any film company has purchased 
ltime on six different N. Y. stations, three of which are identified with 
|major networks. Program was on WJZ, WOR, WNEW. WHN and WMCA, 
N. Y., at 10:45 p.m. Monday evening (28), and on WABC at 11:15 

In addition to plugs for the picture by announcer Ken Carpenter, five 
song numbers from the film were sung and Bob Hope pulled a gag. Betty 
|; Hutton did ‘I’m Doin’ It For Defense,’ Johnnie Johnston ‘That Old Black 
Magic,’ Rochester ‘Sharp as a Tack,’ Mary Martin, with the Golden Gate 
| Quartet, ‘Hit the Road to Dreamland,’ and Bing Crosby ‘Old Glory.’ At 


and | the end of the broadcast local station announcers were cut in for a minute- 


| and-a-half to say that ‘Rhythm,’ with Benny Goodman on the stage, was 
opening at the N. Y. Par today (Wed.). Par took spotlight ads in the 
dailies on the special broadcast 

Radcliffe Hall, NBC announcer, learned of the rescue of his close friend, 
| Boatswain’s Mate Curtis Arnall, last week, as he was reading a news 
program. The flash about Arnall arrived in the NBC press room after 
Halls’ news period was on the air, so when the bulletin was handed to 
him to read he didn’t know what it contained. When he read it over the 
air and realized its meaning, Hall almost broke up, then remarked, ‘God 
bless you, Curt,’ and resumed his regular broadcast. 

Arnall and Hall have been friends for years, having worked together as 
respective title actor and announcer of the ‘Pepper Young’ serial when it 
first went on the ail Hall gave up the assignment several years ago, 
| but Arnall left the part of Pepper only a few months ago to join the 
|Coast Guard. he boat from which he and his crew were rescued after 
| drifting helplessly for 21 days in heavy Atlantic was formerly 
| Arnall’s racing yacht, the Zaida, Arnal) formerly sailed it in ocean races 
| to Bermuda, but gave it to the government when he enlisted in the Coast 
|Guard. He was subsequently assigned to command it 





storms 


While in Pittsburgh on business last week, Mark Woods, president of 
the Blue network, and Keith Kiggins, vice-president, got the idea of hav- 
|}ing the web pick up a broadcast of Sigmund Romberg’s from the ‘Variety 
Club Canteen’ here at 7:30 on Christmas Eve (24). Back to New York 
they went with the suggestion, while KQV, the Blue outlet in Pitt, pre- 
pared copy on the show for the newspapers. 
| But KQV's releases were promptly pigeonholed, for it seems even the 
| president and vice-president of a network don’t always have the last say. 
|Seems somebody in N. Y., ostensibly Phillips Carlin, v.p. in charge of 
| programs, vetoed the idea Probably because at 7:30 on Thursdays the 
Blue carries ‘Metropolitan Opera, U. S. A..’ the sustainer which serves 
to ballyhoo the sponsored Saturday broadcast of the Metropolitan Opera 
‘ompany. Obviously Woods and Kiggins had forgotten the Met tie-up. 
| KQV carried the Romberg broadcast locally just the same 
| 


| 
| 
1 


| 
| 
| 


Bob Mucks, public relations rep for Young & Rubicam agency, was a 
nonplussed individual as he greeted members of press recently at a party 
lhe was giving for Jack Benny at the Ritz-Carlton hotel, Boston The 
|newspapermen asked Mucks at the door for the Warner Bros.’ party, with 


questions centered about Benny’s picture, ‘George Washington Slept 
Here.” Mucl ind the yency were concerned about Benny's radio ac 
tie P. S.: Your & Rubi paid the hotel tab 
‘Bulldog Drummond incorrectly reported going off the air, continues 
lefinitely Monday nights on Mutual for Horton’s icecream It’s free- 


lanes itten, directed by Hi Brown and handled by Young & Rubicam. 
Pro vhich folded was “True Story Theatre of the Air,’ which Howard 
cl me red on Mu Wednesday nights through the Redfield- 
J ’ \ 
[ 150 prograr aired b Frisco’s eight stations, on a gratis basis, 
War Chest campaign would add up, in dollar value, to $16,097. 
The committee in charge figured into this total the cost of air time, or- 
. co { artists’ fees, all of which were donated by the radio 
Though the agency busin for 17 years, Danny Danker. v.p. 1n 
( irse f J. Walter Chor I Ho ood office, ha just writte hi 
I | I I cc ad tli IpHpe ) he cove f 
We ‘ f 
i R ( ‘ fre 
(2 cI ( eC ( ar a bec ( ( 
) t ( ( ime ( ! (CBS). Ro 
ew 
American Forum of t Air broadcasts ov the Mutual net 
pis Ol two-week vacation anc when it returns in the new year will 
|brate its 15th anniversary. Theodore Grannik, Washington lawyer and 
} commeniator, moderator of the 45-minute Sunday evening roundtable. 


FCC Nixes KGNO Bid 
lor Night Power Boost 
Washin Dec. 29 
| Application of the Dodge City | 


ting Co. for increased night- | 


Broadca 
time operating power for 


Glen Gray Moving 
Off Cov’t Program 


ston 


station Glen Gray's band is being replaced 


|KGNO. of Dodge City. Kansas, has in a few wécks on the ‘Soldiers of 
been denied by the Federal Com- | Production’ program on the Blue 
catlor Commission Station | network, for the Office of Defense 
‘contended that increase of power! Health and Welfare. Successor band 
un 250 to 500 watts at night would | isn’t set. 
jcnabie it to extend service to an! Production of the series is also 
jadditional area of 231 square miles | being taken over by the War Pro- 
and bring in some 1,068 more po- | duction Board, with Irving Sulds. of 
tential listeners who are now with-|the WPB Labor Division, slated t9 
” . RA imary broadcast service | supervise. 
i ~All { was found, would be a — 
an pense of some 9,630 listen- Weslaco, Texas.—Brad H. Sn 
iis : ervice trom |news editor of KRGV, named ea 
meee’, “OngEview, Texas. Victoria (Tex.) Advocate. 


or 
“ 
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HROUGHOUT the nation, this year, millions 
of young men in uniform spent Christmas Day 
—not with their families but in Army Camps, 
Naval Bases, Marine Corps and Air Corps Centers. 


BUT SANTA CLAUS WAS THERE! 

The Coca-Cola Company, in a magnificent presen- 
tation, contributed a very great share of the gaiety 
and lilt and enjoyment which are an inseparable 
part of Christmas. Working with their adver- 
tising agency, The D’Arcy Advertising Company, 
Coca-Cola staged “Uncle Sam’s Christmas Tree” 
—one of the great radio programs of all time—a 
program that lasted from noon to midnight of 
Christmas Day. 

From Service Centers in twenty-four states, 
FORTY-THREE of the nation’s top bands not 


only entertained the men at these centers, but 








— oi rq bee sles 





Ye S— Santa was there: 


their music went out over the airwaves to “bring 
together” these men and their families in homes 
throughout the country. Each band was on the 
air fifteen minutes ... but the live show lasted 
several hours. Multiply that by forty-three .. . 
and you will realize that SANTA CLAUS INDEED 
WAS THERE. 


The Blue Network was privileged to carry this 


great program and we are proud of our part. 


We and our stations want to 
thank and to salute The Coca- 
Cola Company, The D’Arcy Ad- 
vertising Company, the Music 
Corporation of America and the 
Bands for one of the greatest 
contributions ever made _ to 
American morale in time of war. 





Here is the list of Spotlight Bands which took part in ‘Uncle Sam’s Christmas Tree” 
—and the Camps and Bases from which they broadcast. 


RAYMOND PAIGE 


Introductory Program, Radie City, New York 


SAMMY KAYE 

Fort Monmouth, N. J. 
SHEP FIELDS 

Quantico Marine Barracks, Quantico, Va. 
JACK TEAGARDEN 

Camp Polk, Leesville, La. 
RICHARD HIMBER 

War College, Washington, D. C. 
VINCENT LOPEZ 

Carlisle Barracks, Carlisle, Pa. 
TONY PASTOR 

Edgewood Arsenal, Baltimore, Md. 
DICK JURGENS 

From An Aireraft Carrier 
FLETCHER HENDERSON 

Fort Snelling, St. Paul, Minn. 
ART JARRETT 

Fort Niagara, Youngstown, N. Y. 
JOHNNY “SCAT” DAVIS 

Army Air Base, Salina, Kansas 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG 

Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga. 
LIGON SMITH 

Camp Wolters, Mineral Wells, Texas 
LOUIS PRIMA 


Camp Allen, U.S. Atlantic Fleet Amphibious 


Training Base, Little Creek, Va. 
WILL OSBORNE 

Naval Air Gunners School, Hollywood, Ma. 
CHARLIE SPIVAK 

Fort Dix, N. J. 
JAN SAVITT 

Fort Hancock, Sandy Hook, N. J. 
TED LEWIS 

Naval Training Station, New Orleans, La. 
RUSS MORGAN 

Naval Reserve Aviation Base, Glenview, Tl. 
GENE KRUPA 

March Field, Los Angeles, Cal. 
AL KAVELIN 

Camp McCoy, La Crosse, Wis. 
JOHNNY RICHARDS 

Hill Field, Ogden, Utah 


EARL HINES 

U. S. Naval Training School, Noroton Heights, 

Conn. 
BLUE BARRON 

U. S. Maritime Training Station, Hoffman 

Island, N. Y. 
JOE SANDERS 

Naval Training Station, Oxford, Ohio 
EDDIE ROGERS 

Lowry Field, Denver, Col. 
FREDDY MARTIN 

Camp Haan, Riverside, Cal. 
HENRY KING 

Scott Field, Belleville, U1. 
CARL RAVAZZA 

Navy Pier, Chicago, Ill. 
HAL GRAYSON 

Thunderbird Field, Phoenix, Ariz. 
JAN GARBER 

Pomona Ordnance Base, Pomona, Cal. 
BOB MOHR 

Desert Training Command, Indio, Cal. 
CHARLIE BARNET 

Manhattan Beach Coast Guard, Manhattan 

Beach, N. Y. 
GEORGE OLSEN 

U. S. Coast Guard Training Station, Alameda, 

Cal. 
DEL COURTNEY 

Camp Stoneman, Pittsburgh, Cal. 
GLEN HENRY 

Fort Lewis, Tacoma. Wash. 
BENNY GOODMAN 

Seaman’s Institute, New York City 
JOE REICHMAN 

U.S. Destroyer Base, San Diego, Cal. 
LES HITE 

Fort Huachua, Douglas, Ariz. 
FREDDIE SLACK 

Gardner Field, Taft, Cal. 
TED FIORITO 

Camp Roberts, Paso Robles, Cal. 
HORACE HEIDT 

War Veteran’s Hospital, Sawtelle, Cal. 
TOMMY DORSEY 


San Pedro Naval Base, San Pedro, Cal. 


The Blue Network 
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RADIO REVIEWS 





Coca-Cola’s Xmas Day Airing of 43 
ands in 12 Hours Very Smooth Job 


——_———_ + 


‘SNOW VILLAGE’ 
a t: Parke: Fennelly, Arthur Allen, 





By BERNIE WOODS 


Coca-Cola’s Xmas Day band mar Margaret Fuller, Agnes Young, 
athon went off without a beat being Jean McCoy, House Jameson, Ed 
ae ale + Herlihy, Bill Meeder 
missed. Listeners to this program at Writer: William Ford Marley | 
various times during the day must! njreetor: Harold McGee 
have enjoyed the constant stream/ 12 Mins. . : } 
of dance music from various Army,|F2O0CTER & GAMBLE 


Mon.-Fri., 11:50 a.m. 
Ww «F-NBC, New York 
(Compton) 

William Ford Manley’s character 
comedy series, which he at one time 
wrote with Henry Fisk Carlton and 
which has a history going back 10 
vears or so as an evening half-hour, 
returned Monday (28) as a 15-minute 
davtime serial for Procter & Gam- 
ble. Formerly called ‘Snow Village 
Sketches’ and ‘Soconyland Sketches,’ 
it's now titled just ‘Snow Village.’ 
It replaces ‘Against the Storm,’ but 


Navy and Marine bases, but none 
could have appreciated the tremen- | 
dous job of coordination entailed in| 
All told there were 
43 different orchestras involved,! 
from that many different parts of 
the country, and the whole thing 
went as smoothly as glass. 

There was only one anxious period, 
when the producers in N. Y 
scrambled to ready a studio orches- 





its presentation 





tra to take the place of Louis Arm-| carries the P. & G. laundry soap 
strong, scheduled to come In 1roM)| .ommercials. Harold McGee, who 
Columbus, Ga. Armstrong wes MaK- | girected it before. is back at the 
ing a jump from Augusta to the Orig-| came assignment, and Parker Fen- | 
ination point, and he arrived only | nelly and Arthur Allen again play 


<- Spmeggeceea prone going bed All the | the wry Yankee friends and rivals. 
ers were Poon Fig ecg tai Manley, Fennelly and Allen get 
rogram startea al noon, \ wveekly air-credit. | 
egg —_ a re Se | On the basis of the initial omens. 
a cows eee es Se 4 4") ‘Snow Village’ is far above daytime 
aoniag tad agin de oe ands appre. | average for authentic character, lo- 
ment brass hats spoke their appre-| 0) flavor and literate quality. Man- 
ciation in behalf of the men to be | joy is a New Sadhies cogihent 
entertained. Men, however, showed | and he has admirably captured the 
their appreciation their own Way. | Leen dry, kindly hmenee at thet bee 
Frequently they came near blowing | cate | and ite people. His story 
the tubes on receivers before moni-/ romises to be more a string of 
tors arrested the explosive applause. |» necdotes than the normal kind of 
Sammy Kaye picked up for the pos | daytime serial ‘plot.’ The horse-deal 
poy “ bing apy Mg ome |incident of ~" nega a 
at midnig ‘ OD beeregpern hr , os ao 

Be fete |was genuine Yankee stuff, ar 
It’s difficult to point out the best | course it was superlatively played 
segments of the series for the simp+e by Fennelly and Allen. Bill Meed- 





Fear” that "all periods were ers organ cuss were a distinct aa 
ara, - C as lg McGee direction was unobtru- 

hours of melody and stay clear of ae — 

straitjacket 4 = a the | _— It remains to be seen, however, 

periods heard, Dick Jurgens, thether ‘Snow Village’ can get 

Chicago, rated the nod. Gene Krupa, piso a daytime, With the at 

from California, in late afternoon, ception of ‘Vic and Sade,’ ‘Lorenzo 


also contributed a notable shot. Jones and possibly The Goldbergs, 





on |comedy has generally proved too | 
elusive for housewife dialers. No | 


matter how the psychologists may 


ALLAN MILLER IN AS frown, femme listeners have gener- 
CLEAR CHANNEL HEAD @i's.pret sree ie ere ean ee 





John Eugene Hasty 
Prognosticates 


“What to Expect on the Air 
in 1943” 


an Added Feature in 
‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 


of 


VARIETY 











‘COMMAND PERFORMANCE’ 

Bob Hope, Elmer Davis, Andrews 
Sisters, Red Skelton, Harriet Hil- 
liard, Spike Jones, Al 


Newman, | 


Ginny Simms, Bing Crosby, Chari-| 


oteers, Ethel! Waters, Edgar Ber- 
gen, Charles Laughton, Kay Kyser, 
Dinah Shore, Jack Benny, Fred 
Allen, 

Variety 

60 Mins. 

Thursday, 11 p.m, 

All Networks. 
The War Department on Christmas 


Eve (24) gave domestic listeners 
their first tune-in on a series that 
|had been going out to our armed 


service by shortwave for 43 consecu- 
tive weeks. The purpose of this 
special occasion, as Elmer 
Office of War Information chief, ex- 
pressed it in a foreword to the 
broadcast, was to forge for that eve- 


Davis, | * . 
} ing the Squibb program to join the Merchant Marine, Frank Parker was 


ning a link between the servicemen | 


abroad and the folks on 
front. A recorded version of the 
show was shortwaved the next day 
to all points of the compass. 

What couid nave been one of the 
finest programs of its kind was 
marred by the off-beat performance 
of Jack Benny and Fred Allen, who 
functioned as a team and who made 
the sole contribution to the program 
out of New York. The bill was other- 
wise strictly a Hollywood affair. The 
letdown on the New York end was 
due to material that just didn’t jell 
and the inclusion of a song that was 
neither funny nor intelligible. Benny 
and Allen sounded as though they 


| were working entirely off-the-elbow. 


Earlier in the broadcast, Bing Crosby 
cracked to Bob Hope that if anybody 


the home | 


—$—— 











: From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


THe Rapvio Trave Is Discussing: Albert Lasker's retirement and the 
Lord & Thomas emergence as Foote, Cone & Belding Hollywood's 
nix of radio appearances by its stars...The OWlI's plan of Selecting 
programs for network presentation on donated time. 


Alan Hewitt succeeded Santos Ortega in the title part in ‘Buildog Drum. 
mond’ Paul Stewart back from Hollywood film stint and again direct- 
ng ‘News From Home’ for the OWI shortwave. Connie Ernst, who was 
subbing, is now in the French section....Pall Mall starts its 15-minute 
expansion of the Gracie Fields show Jan. 11....John Lageman. foreign 
special events man for the OWI, now in North Africa....Radio Directors 
Guild has circularized the ad agencies with list of members and the shows 
they handle. It includes nearly all the biggest commercials... . Bill Alland 
formerly assistant to John Houseman at the OWI shortwave production 
department, into the Army Air Forces....Bill Monroe, who writes ‘Scram. 
ble’ on the Blue network, a voluntary (gratis) production assistant for 
the War Manpower Commission....New York local of AFRA met last 
night (Tuesday) at the Astor hotel to okay the revised sustaining code 

Albert W. Hammond, assistant production manager of the Compton 
agency, resigned last week to join the Army....Compton agency acquires 
the Kelly-Springfield tire account, effective Feb. 1....Lucille Fletcher 
added to the writing staff for ‘Ceiling Unlimited,’ the Orson Welles series 
for Lockheed. John Tucker Battle joined scripting staff for ‘Hello, Amer- 
icans,’ the Welles sustainer Sunday nights on CBS for the Coordinator of 
Inter-American Affairs....Chick Doty, of Blue network~ national spot 
sales staff, commissioned lieutenant (jg) in the Navy Sandra Michael, 
co-author of ‘Against the Storm’ and ‘Lone Journey,’ ill with a cold 
Larry Hammond, War Manpower Commission radio head, still hobbling 
about on a cane as result of a train mishap....Frank Shinn, formerly staff 
director of the Blue network, graduated from officers’ training school and 
commissioned first lieutenant. He’s stationed in Arlington....After 


quit- 


turned down....Mrs. Edward Klauber, wife of the ex-v.p. of CBS, ailing, 

Dick Gilbert, WHN’s singing disc jockey, emceed the Christmas Party 
show of the First Army, held at the Fort Jay theatre on Governor's 
Island, N. Y., last Wednesday (23) night, which was attended by numerous 
high-ranking officers, including Lt. Gen. Hugh A. Drum, commander of 
the First Corps Area, Lois January, WABC's Reveille Girl, Adele Lam- 
bert, Tommy Williams’ Commando Trio, the Post Glee Club, and several 
acts by enlisted men completed the entertainment. 





IN CHICAGO ... 


Martin Jacobson, announcer of WCFL’s ‘Music Lover's Hour,’ has been 
inducted into the Army and has been succeeded on the program by Nor- 
man Pierson Nikki Kaye, who appears with her husband, Hal Tate. on 
a weekly variety show over WCFL, is authoress of a radio story called 
‘New Year's Greetings’ in current issue of ‘She’ magazine....Barbara 
Luddy, co-star on the ‘First Nighter’ program, spent the holiday 
Baltimore with her Coastguardsman husband, Ned LeFevre.. 
patrick, formerly with WSM, Nashville, and Don Gordon, free- 
lance announcer, have joined the NBC Central Division announcing staff 

Soon after first of year the Hoosier Hot Shots, heard on the National 
Barn Dance, will leave for Hollywood to appear in 
Republic 


week in 
Aidan Fitz- 


Chicago 


another picture for 





IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


- -e yy | laid an egg c is even > woul 
‘Joyce Jordan Can Be Beautiful’ | ).. = tae this event he wi uld 
than be intellectually improved by | ave an international omelet. The 
1 c < - c », WU * < yr ah. . . a. é 
Washington, Dec. 29. | anything the survey-takers can rec- a py: = ng nag Peng might aoe 
Allan B. Miller has been named|ommend. ‘Snow Village’ is an ex- + ogg ae t aie mode ) an 
H x . é i Ss & aC ( Px- 
director of the Clear Channel Broad- |cellent show. But the C.A.B.-queried periment ‘ : I | 
a Sarvice sulece ic |housekeeper may prefer emotional : . 
casting Service to succeed a | I y P F The entertainment setup from 
Sholis, who was inducted into the roe ee eS eee Hollywood was astutely laid out 
Army two weeks ago. Miller has past Seaekee & Gamble hordered pons and the outcome was a sparkling 
been assistant director of the or-j;*°"",. “Saga ‘ variety show. Hope m.c.’d besides 
aoa : Fel 1941 | questionable ethics in the presenta- tossing off a monolog and crossfrines 
- . 7-1 anri~arv : . . . oS 4 < . S 
ganization since February, ;|/tion of its dramatized commercial. | it) Crosby a B elt “lid ns | 
when he left the Department of| A farmer’s wife character in the Ch 1 Crosby. Red Skelton dic " 
3 > % s . - ’ isfmac J ¢ routine i? 
Commerce, where he was chief of nristmas morning routine, with 


opening blurb was obviously intend- 
the current information division, ed to seem the real thing. Not until 
The new director was formerly as-|the sign-off was it stated that the 


sociated with the International News | part was played by a professional 
Service in Washington and New / actor. Even then the layman listen- 
York and was on the staff of the | © might easily have missed the an- 


assumed the state- 


character in th 


nouncement, or 
mem- mont rofarrad ta - 
men reierrea to a 


Columbia bar. » 


Washington Times He is a 


ber of the District of egular serint Hohe 




















make every second count 
to win the war, 
to hold the peace... — 


* forevermore. 








| Simms, 


Rs 


himself as the boy and Harriet Hil- 
liard as the mother, and it all flowed 
with pleasant whimsy and infectious 


comedy. Charles Laughton was 
braced with Edgar Bergen and thei! 
stuff fitted into the occasion per- 
fectly. The vocal department was 
uniformly tops, what with Ginny 


the Andrews Siste rs. Cro by. 


Ethel Waters and Dinah Shore as the 


participants 


£ Orie ty 4 2a 4}: 
4h SvpOcidi fear iff 


1 
sa iTic GUe- 


partment was the version of ‘Basin 


Blues’ that came out of the tonsil 
nartnoerchin anf Mrachy and +h Oo} — 
MEAT OLLI VL WLUSODY AalliU LIC CU flall- 

Kay Kyser and his troupe en- 


dowed ‘Praise the Lord and Pass the 
Ammunition’ with plenty of melodic 
vigor, while the Spike Jones novelty 
band added just the right pinch of 
condiment with its treatment of 
‘Jingle Bells.” Al Goodman’s orches- 
trai guidance gave the whole Holly- 
wood contribution a nice coating of 
tuneful gloss. Odec 


ona Boe S 


Follow-up Comment ? 
44 44464644644466464646464464" 

‘Metropolitan Auditions of the Air’ 
temporarily aban I; 
format Sunday 


loned its regu 
(27) fo1 a pecial 
Christmas broadcast from the Great 
Lakes Naval Training Center. Chi- 
cago, via WJZ-Blue. It was a listen- 
able show, combining the prestige of 
the Met name and singers with the 
sentimental tug of a service-man 
concert at Christmas time. Appear- 


ing effectively on the stanza were | 
baritone Arthur Carron, tenor Clif- 


ford Harvuet, soprano Annemary 
Dickey, contralto Lucielle Browning 
and soprano Rose Bampton. Al- 
though he was not identified by 
name, it was unmistakably ex-Met 
tenor John Carter, now a 
Petty Officer in the Navy, singing 
the solo part in the Navy Choir’s 
performance of ‘The Lord’s Prayer.’ 
Why he wasn’t billed is a mystery. 








Chief | 


Al Jolson was whammo on the | 
Stage Door Canteen Xmas. eve, 
monopolizing the full half-hour, 


where formerly this show enlists a 
cavalcade of name talent to split it 
up. Again proving Jolson’s prowess 
as a one-man-show, with Bert Lytell 
merely foiling and Raymond Paige 


(Continued on page 32) 


‘One Man’s Family’ got another option lift, which has been pretty much 
of a habit since 1932, when it first ventured out on NBC and was collared 
by Standard Brands. Original members of the cast still around are J. 


Anthony Smythe, Minetta Allen, Michael Raffetto, Bernice Berwin, Kath- 


leen Wilson and Barton Yarborough. Only pull-out was Page Gilman 


now in the Army. Carlton Morse, who conceived the ‘Family’ idea, still 
writes and produces the program which has won more awards and cita- 
tions than any other serial....Audiences over the holidays at NBC studios 
have been restricted to uniformed men on holiday furlough Both the 
network and agencies consigned their ducats to USO....Sid Strotz. NBC 
headman here, and Don Thornburgh, CBS ditto, caused quite a ripple of 
whispers through the radio booths by dining together at the Brown Derby. 
Bot wanted to Know ‘what’s wrong with that?’....Phil Harri radio's 
‘Mrs. Malaprop,’ will kick around the king’s English on Eddie Cantor’s 
program Dec. 30 Hollywood radio is well represented on the roster of 
the Army ftlying school at Roswell, New Mexico. A few of the lads who 
recently put on a show included Privates Bob LeMond,. Allen Bautzer, 
George Dvorak, Paul Masterson, Paul Langford, Frank Tessinger and 
George Jay They're learning tower contro} For giving NBC's con- 


tinuity acceptance department the fewest headaches. the ‘Fibber and Molly’ 
a framed award by Wendell Williams, 
network, Parchment bears- the inscription, ‘hune scriptus 
beefibus blue pencilorum,’ and kudoses Jim and Marian Jordan, Scripter 
Don Quinn and Producer Cecil Underwood....Bill Lawrence, producer of 
Screen Guild Players and Dinah Shore program, gifted the network back- 
stage crew with bottles of vodka. Each container carried a 
‘the Russians are dvuing alright with this stuff, so drink hearty 
and follow their good example.’ 


program won 


who wields the blue 


pencil for the 


message 


reading 
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OWI TO oELeGT 
NETWORK onQWa 


—_——_—— 


4 Webs Will Be Asked to 
Contribute Several Hours 
Per Week—Program Idea 
Based on Government Sur- 
vey of All Network Shows | 


annie | 


TO END CONFLICTIONS 


Four major networks will be 
asked to contribute several) hours of 
time a week for Government pro- 
grams under a new plan_ being 
formulated by the Office of War In- 
formation. Shows to be heard in 
the donated time would be selected 
by the OWI, according to the 
presené idea of William_B. Lewis, 
OWI radio head. That would be a 
departure in network-Government 
policy. : 

Although the projected plan is not 
completely set, those to whom Lewis 
and other OWI officials have ex- 
plained it say it is based on a Gov- 
ernment survey of all network pro- 
grams, both commercial and sus- 
taining, and their comparative ef- 
fectiveness as purveyors of Govern- 
ment and sponsor messages. Pre- 
sumably the shows to be chosen by 
the OWI and broadcast in periods 
contributed by the ‘networks would 
be selected on the basis of the sur- 
vey’s findings. 

It’s expected that when the new 
plan gets under way such conflicts 
as the two Office of Price Adminis- 
trator programs, ‘100,000,000 Ques- 
tions’ and ‘Neighborhood Call,’ both 


heard at 6:30 p.m. Thursdays, but 
respectively on CBS and NBC, will 
be eliminated. Under the present 


schedule the programs compete for 
the same audience, though they’re on 
for the same Government agency. 
Somewhat analogous case is offered 
by the Treasury Department's ‘Bond 
Wagon’ at 10:15-10:45 p.m. Saturday 
on Mutual, and the same agency’s 
‘Over Here’ show 7-8 o'clock the 
same night on the Blue. 


FCC K.0’S RULES 
FOR BETTER DX 


Washington, Dec. 29. 

In order to coordinate the opera- 
tion of all international broadcast 
Stations in the interest of the Gov- 
ernment’s pfopaganda warfare, the 
Federal Communications Cammis- 
sion has suspended indefinitely cer- 
tain of the rules and _ regulations 
governing DX outlets 

Parts suspended were subsection 


(1) (1), (2) and (3) of Section 443, 
Subsections (d) and (‘e) of section 
4.44, and section 4.46 

3y the suspensions it will no 


ionger be necessary for internationai 
broadcast stations to make and keep 
for inspection mechanical 
records of 

nor will it be furnish 
the FCC, on request, record and 
Scripts together with translations if 
the programs are in any language 
other than English. 

Suspension also removes the re- 
Striction against an international 
broadcast station from using more 
than one frequency. Nor will it be 
necessary any longer to file with and 
make part of each application for 
license renewal, information about 
hours operated on each frequency, 
list of transmitted programs and 
Outlines of reports of reception and 


verbatim 
international programs, 


necessary to 


transmission characteristics of the 
assigned frequency. 

FCC also ruled that subsections 
(d) and (e) of section 443 require a 
single Station identification for all 
Stations which are carrying the same 
Ae sr and require identification 





On} international broadcast stations 
Niv at ¢ | 
“sy at the beginning and end of a 


transmis: 10n, , 


Gene Buck 


Compares World War 1} 
Business with the Global 
period of now. 


Show 
War 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARTETY 











Philly Show Change 


Philadelphia, Dec. 29. 

Bill Perry last week replaced 
Frank Coleman as the vocalist on a 
KYW variety show sponsored by 
Esslinger’s Beer. Coleman is in serv- 
ice. 

Another addition to the show is 
Frances Kay. 


“ 


New Argentine DX-er 
Aims for Gen’] Listening; 
Pro-Democratic Policy 





Buenos Aires, Dec. 22. 

First local short-wave transmitter 
aimed specifically at attracting gene- 
ral listeners inaugurated by Argen- 
provincial newspaper, Los 
Andes, located in Mendoza. Station, 
known as LRN, Radio Aconcagua, 
will operate on 10 kilowatts and 49 
meiers. It increases to eight the 
number of local 


tine 


short-wave trans- 
mitters. 

Because of its location, 800 miles 
from Buenos Aires (it’s also in the 
western part of the country, close to 
the Andes), a regular long-wave 
transmitter would have been impos- 
sible to tune in most other parts of 


the country. Newspaper Los Andes, 
which is strongly pro-democratic, 





plans to keep outlet on a full-day 


7 


» 


> 





Arthur Kober 


Satirizes Mr. Anthony’s 
Radio Program 


an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 
At War’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 
of 


VARIETY 











sked in the same manner as regular 
long-wave transmitters in B. A. Will 
emphasize live talent, with many of 
the programs originating in own 
B. A. Studios. 

Although actual figures not avail- 
able, station operators say majority 
of listeners here have sets equipped 
for both long and short wave. Claim 
potential audience in Chile and Bo- 
livia should be large. 








Diplomat Joins 


CBC for Special 
Post-War Series 


Robert B. Inch has taken a tem- 
porary appointment with the Ca- 
nadian Broadcasting Corp. to do 
special work on a projected series 
of broadcasts dealing with questions 
of reconstruction after the war, par- 
ticularly as they affect Canada, it is 


announced by Dr. James S. Thom- 
son, general manager CBC. 

CBC is organizing a special ad- 
visory committee, representing a 
wide variety of interests, to assist 
in preparing the series. 

Inch, who was until lately secre- 
tary of the League of Nations So- 
ciety in Canada, has traveled widely 
and is expert in internationa! affairs. 








eemmantie 





ost extensive survey on radio listenership ever 
made in the Philadelphia Market Area! ! ! 


Ten thousand five hundred personal inter- 


— 7 
views, made in one week, show... 





sT! 


More people listen more to WCAU than 


to any other radio station in the Philadel- 


phia Market Area. 


Copies of the complete survey, with fifteen-minute 


breakdowns for the combined Monday through Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday ratings, are now on the press. 
We shall be glad to send you a copy if you so desire. 


WCAU 


PHILADELPHIA 





50,000 WATTS IN ALL DIRECTIONS 


*The Bell Telephone Co. of Pennsylvania is authority for the fact that only 44% of homes in Phila- 


delphia are telephone equipped. This survey, an accurate cross-section sample of the population 


itt) 


of the Philadelphia Area, included tiie other very important 56%. 
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Albert Lasker ‘Retires 


a Continued from page 2: 














in the Navy: and Major L. M. Masius, | Armo Blue Network, Carnat 
Y. manage now abroad. Co., Gene al Moto Lockheed, ho 
Daniel M. Lo ind Ambrose L. | te ban} farm cooperatives, Ow! 
Thoma it wrated it 1872, and! drug life ! ance companies, 
Lask ] e L&T ! 1898, at $10: Scher lev. ral yvads, nostrums, dent 
1 weel The ¢ i 1} fi € il iil\ p 
billir e $800,000 h piacea ire L&T ri 
it a x f thre largest ad age! Distinguished al irted 
cie nthe U.S In 1910 Lasker be- with Lasker it Lord & Thoma fe 
came sol ) when he took over clude Hill Blackett Frank S. Hum- 
the inte of Charles R. Erwin,} mert. John Orr Young (& Rubicam) 
with whom he had been in partner-| pi) Bentor ‘& Bowles). Mark 


ship since Thomas’ death in 
Lord retired that same year. In J 
1926 L&T merged with Thomas F.| x. 
Logan, Inc., and the Lord & Thomas 
& Logan name continued until 1928, 
when L&T was reinstated, follow- | Lasker cont 
ing Logan’s death. the University of Chi 


1904. | O'Day (Sheldor & Canaday), and 
Getchel 
et al. 


Stirling 
| Newell-Emmett, 
Big Donations To Chi U. 
$1,200,000 to 


cago. He re- 


buted 


L&T’s billings have averaged|centiy gave his famous estate at 
more than $30,000,000 annually in|Lake Forest. Ill., on which more 
the past six years, and in all the | than $3,000,000 had been spent, to 
firm has placed $750,000,000 worth |the same _ educational institution, 
of advertising |Both he and Mrs. Lasker have given 


dissolution | largely to the support of the Planned 
|Parenthood Federation. Some years 
jago Mr. Lasker and his sisters con- 
$50,000 to the Cancer In- 


rant 7 
CONLEIDULIO 


A tipoff on the L&T 
was kevnoted in last week’s * 
when the RCA Victor account 
disclosed as having. shifted 
from the Lasker menage tituie 


Variety’ 
was 
away | tributed 


In the field of radio, during the| His activity and benefactions o7 
first four years of radio chain Op- !behalf of Je h and loca! affairs 
eration, L&T placed more than 30% jC hica; 20 were so great and varied 


of all the air shows, introducing jjhai he became. known 


in a sen. 


such w.k. programs as_ Lucky |as inheritor of the mantle of the 
Strike’s Hit Parade, Cities Service |late Chicago philanthropist, Julius 
Hour, The Goldbergs, Mr. District |Rosenwald, head of Sears Roebuck 
Attorney, Mary Marlin, etc. & Company. 

RKO kadiw, American Tobacco, During the last war, the then Sec 


part ot the ‘Li 
Kenesaw 
baseball ‘Czar,’ 
nevel 


1 Emmett of nce. 


Houston ap- 
etary in 
home 


te Agriculture 
ted Lasker assistant sec! 


t campaign fol 


CBC Renewals 


Montreal, Dec, 29. 
Broadcasting Corp. re- 


and canning 


Lasker alwavs retained that native | Canadian 


Ame ul characteristic—love of | ports number of big contract renew- 
spol He started life as a baseball] als both in English and French local 
eporte th William Wrigley, Jr.,| and networks biz. They are: 
years he controlled the Chicago|} (CBM Colgate-Palmolive-Peet spon- 
In 1920, after the White 50x | sored ‘Share the Wealth’ program 
aseball scandal, he conceived the | g-39-9 p.m. Sundays, renewed Jan. 
reorganization of baseball that was ®t to June 26 and Sept. 4 to Dec. 25. 
ecessary, and devised what was} CBM Lipton Tea Musicale, Sun- 
then known as the ‘Lasker Plan.’ As Sasewed ion. 9 


days 6 to 6:30 p.m. 
to March 28. 

CBM Department of Finance, War 
| Finance Committee program, re- 
newal Jan. 3 to March 14, 7:30 to 8 
p.m. Sundays. 

CBM Palm's Creams and Powders 


isker Plan’ Judge 
Mountain Landis became 
and the sport has 
red from a major scandal 


suffe 





a — l sponsored ‘John and Judy’ program 
I ramming the renewed Jan. 5 to June 24 and Sept. 
i ’ ; 7 to Dec. 28, 9 to 9:30 p.m. Tuesdays, 

‘ ommentators 
Radio . - n All above also on coast-to-coast 


oratorical tech 

Thomeees ric network. 

Severeid, Jol Steel, Baukhage, CBF and French regional network: 

eg - tom a ee ‘Secrets du Dr. Morhanges’ 8 to 8:30 
p.m., Tuesdays. Jan. 5 to Dec. 28. 


ter Drew on, FPulton Oursler, 


Close-ups on the 


nique of Lx 





Swing, Ss) l pcr hinger raziet 


eto n, Putna 
an Added reap 


Kiunt, Clapper Ka 


Philadelphia. 
Biasiiies assistant publicity director in charge | 
sian of y KYW, has taken a leave | 
‘ ce to take a post with the! 





z 
ci ij ,t 
3é y i 


, ‘ Souclas Aircraft Co. on the Coast. 
tham 6 1 
. or Kelly has been moved up to 
37th Anniversary (vumber , hi Jimmy Gantz, former 
editor of the old Public 


ber of the staff of the Norristown 
(Pa.) Herald, have been added to 


Ledger, and William Rambo, a mem- 
VARIETY 





é 
Chic! 
| penne 





, the KYW news staff. 
































WGAN launches the largest radio promotion schedule 
ever put on in the Maine area .. . starting with a 
12-COLUMN advertisement, picturing 53 CBS radio 








° +. 

















STATION 


STARS 
NETWORK 


_[ AGENCIES | 


| sPonsors | 











WGAN through this 
extensive newspaper 


advertising is pointing 





out to the people of 


Maine the complete 
radio service it pro- 
vides . . . made pos- 


sible by the combined 


efforts of stars. 








spon- 
sors, network, agencies 


and station. 











buy Ls 
MAINE Sindh 





5000 
Watts 





stars . . . which appeared in 16 daily and weekly 





newspapers in Maine, including every daily news- 


paper. 


This represented a combined circulation of over 
280,000 copies ... OVER A MILLION READERS (on 
the conservative basis of four readers per copy the 


entire population of the State of Maine.) 


Now following up this initial advertisement, promot- 
ing the individual stars, with insertions in daily and 


weekly new 


Maine listeners . . 
TO SPEND 


never before for their entertainment and information. 


Maine’s Voice of Friendly Service 


spapers throughout Maine. 


. MAINE PEOPLE WITH MONEY 


. . are dependent on Maine radio as 


WGAN 


PORTLAND, MAINE 


MEMBER COLUMBIA 


560 
BROADCASTING SYSTEM 


Kilocycles 











‘ottingham, | 
Bob Cottingha itive secretary. At 


MARION MYLES IN NEW 
NBC AD PROMOTION Post 


Marion W. Myles, assistant 
Joseph A. Ecclesine, 
promotion manager, 
assistant, effective 
Charles B. Brown, 
promotion director. 
Hammond, of the 
paper Publishers Assn. bureau of 
advertising, joins NBC as Brown's 
administrative assistant. 

Jean Harstone, sales promotion di- 
rector of Saks Fifth Avenue. N. Y,, 
succeeds Miss Myles as Ecclesine’g 
assistant. 


* to 
NBC ; etwork 
become creative 
Monday (4). to 
advertising and 

Charles P, 
American News. 


Want Faine to Succeed 


Ray Jones at Chi AFRA 


re hicago, Dec. 29. 


Chicago local of the American 
Federation of Radio Artists failed 
last night (Monday) to name a sue. 











cessor to Ray Jones as local execu. 
a second meeting 
today it was decided to offer the 
| post to Hy Faine, national organizer, 
but that will have to be approved by 
membership vote tonight. ; 

Jones is slated to enter the Army 
shortly, but the question of his suc- 
cessor appears to be stymied over 
whether or not the job is to be open 
to him again after the war. Besides 
having been instrumental in the 


formation of the local, Jones has 
been active in AFRA’s national af- 
fairs. 














Follow- up Comme nt 


—ue continued from page 30 = 








for the musical assist. Jolson’s ‘Me 


and My Gal’ gave way to a Gershwin 
cavalcade which should become 
Standard with him, and which merits 
reprise on his ow Tuesday ni et 


show In fact it's likelv to become 


a classic routine with mammy Singer, 

Mildred Chernoff, time sell at 
WPAR Parkersburg Pa on a 
bunch of Camel cigarets for a soldier 
by answering correctly a question on 
“Thanks for the Yanks’ over CBS 
| (26). She and Bob Hawks engaged 
in a quipping match, Miss Chernoff 
declaring that WPAR was ‘the best 


in the country,’ and 
Hawks asking ‘how about the city?’ 
She told the quizmaster that WPAR 
was a Columbia affiliate and carried 
his program. This softened Hawks, 
who inquired whether Miss Chernoff 
sold spot announcements. ‘Programs, 
too,’ she replied, adding. in answer to 
another query, that ‘business is good.’ 


250-watt station 


Quizees plugged their businesses 
and those of their employers so 
strongly on this particular broadcast 
that Hawks remarked. ‘To think I 
was on sustaining so long, 

‘Vic and Sade’ had an _ intensely 
touching surprise tag on last Wedne 
day’s (23) episode One ot » rare 
itimes that author Paul Rh ven- 


| most of the 


from character comedy writing 
brilliant use of pathos, but 


ale by artful use 


tures 
ii maae 


set up the punch fin 


of repetition and near-hysteria. Point 
of the sketch was that Sadie realized 
st ina to wear glasses, which she 


recog 
ul mi 


} 


larly by 


sign of old ave As 


iclle 


dasa 
it ‘was arttulls played, par! 
Bernardine Flynn as Sadie. 


‘Against the Storm’ was an affect- 
Wednesday (23), bringing 
lead characters into the 
dramatic episode and 


ing sho 


emotional 


| 
pointing up some eloquent war 
themes Thursday chapter of the 
Same serial contained a glowl 24 
j pl ave 8) U le OF rn’s 
Danish pastor (plaved in real life DY 
2 War n-borr pastor) ana etd 
a unique tarewe e age I yrah 


;}everyone contr 


} 
| 
| 
| 


ey” ted VV 


director Axel Gruen- 


Pincluaing cast 
berg, announcer Richard Stark alt d 
| co-author Sandra and Gerda Mi- 
ichael. As the program was go! s off 
tn ail wit the ucceed , dy > 
broadcast, it was a dignified, moving 
| note 

‘Young Dr. Malone’ unfolded some 
tense seagoing melodrama Wednes- 





day (23), a leg-amputation performed 
aboard a disabled freighter and a 
character named Daisy murmuring & 

barely audible prayer for ali boys on 
the briney. Commercial copy made 
purchase of Post Bran flakes soun 

like a contribution toward winning 
the war. 

Kay Kyser was dynamic, 
last Wednesday night (23). In 
tion, the Christmas stuff by a choir 
from the troupe was a nice touch. 
Kyser’s closing plea to the listeners 
to avoid giving away war information 
was a wallop. 


as usual, 
addi- 


Jack Benny and Fred Allen made 
it a neat field Sunday night (27), the 
latter guesting on Benny’ s show and 
Dennis Day reversing on the Allen 
program. The score favored Alle: 
especially the devastating ribbing on 
Benny’ Ss alleged penuriousness. 
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Met’s 5th Good B.O. Wk. Climaxed By 


rilliant Return of Marjorie Lawrence: 





Smashing all previous records of; did voice, delivered a ‘Che gelida 


the house, the Metropolitan Opera 
Co. closed out its fifth week of the 
season Monday (28) with a net profit 
for each week of the current season. 
Performance value wags adequate, 
but hardly of a sensational nature. 

‘Manon,’ Wednesday (23), opened 
the week and was just a fair per- 
formance. In the title role, Bidu 
Sayao had yet to get under the skin 
of her characterization. She looks 
well and while not in the best of 
voice, sang well, but Manon’s agony 
and vivaciousness seem to escape 





her. Charles Kullman worked hard 
as Des Grieux, but while the tenor’s 
‘Le Reve’ and ‘Ah fuyez’ were well 
sung they lacked ping and resonance, 
making his work just adequate. 


Much better was the work of Nor-| 


man Cordon as the senior Des 
Grieux, with the bass’ commanding 





height and excellent acting comple- 
menting splendid vocalism. Cordon 
has come a long long way and is 
steadily approaching the top. John 
Brownlee was a somewhat effemi- 














Breaking all previous records 
for successive black ink, the Met- 
ropolitan Opera Co. closed Mon- 
day (28) its fifth week of its 
current season with an estimated 
$1,000 profit on an approximate 
gross of $62,500. This did not in- 
clude an additional $6,000 raised 
at the Sunday evening (27) 
benefit performance at which 
Marjorie Lawrence made her re- 
entry into the active ranks of 
the company. 

Estimates follows 

‘Manon,’ Wednesday (23), gross 
$8,000: loss $3,500. 

‘Boheme,’ Thursday (24), gross 
$10.000; even break. 

‘Aida,’ Friday (25), gross $12,- 
000: profit, $1,000. 

‘Magic Flute,’ Saturday after- 


are as 


noon (26), gross $12,500: profit, 
$1,500. 
‘Traviata,’ Saturday evening 
(26), gross $8,000; profit, $1,000. 
‘Traviata’ and ‘Salome,’ Mon- 
day (28), gross $12,000; profit, 
$1,000. 








nate soldier and his singing seems to 
be on the decline, wtih his tones 
dry and uninteresting. Sir Thomas 
Beecham frequently drowned out 
his singers with the noise of his 
orchestra. 

Sunday (27) the greatest human 
interest story to have come out of 
the Met in decades occurred 
Marjorie Lawrence, dramatic so- 
prano, whose legs kad been paralyzed 
two years ago, made her first ap- 
pearance on the stage since the onset 
of her illness. The role of her re- 
entry was Venus, and ske did the 
complete first act with Lauritz Mel- 
chior. Miss Lawrence was in splen- 
did voice and provided the best 
Venus the house has had since she 
last sang it there. If anything, her 
illness has improved her vocally, for 
the voice has a warmer, richer qual- 
ity and her large voluminous tones 
ranged from a low ‘A’ to a ringing 
top ‘B’, cut through tke terrific or- 
chestra like a knife. All her acting 
was performed from a couch 


Was cond 


The entire house rose en masse at 
the conclusion to applaud for five 
minutes without a let up. The Met 
orchestra, chorus. conductors, other 
Stars, boxoffice staff and managers 
contributed their services toward 
making her return a gala one.* Of the 
Other scenes presented, Jarmila No- 
votna presented an _ outstanding 
Manon brilliantly and passionately 
acted and sung, Ezio Pinza a sonor- 
Ous powerful ‘La Calumia’, Frede- 
reick Jagel a well-phrased finely 
Sung ‘Flower Song’, Lily Pons an ex- 
cellent ‘Caro Nome’, and James Mel- 
ton ditto on his ‘Dei miei bollenti 
spiriti’. They were the best of a lorg 
ont of singers who contributed their 
services. House was sold out to the 
doors and hundreds of would-be 
Standees turned away. 

Maa aoc Thursday (24), brought 
oes ll ery Novotna to the role 
ieee pe ut. The singer acted with 
voice a a charm, but her small 
about ws its failing top tones just 
music Tt _ oe — with Mimi's 
was nie iS regrettable that she 
towered Pe genes Jagel, since she 
heb-uie ead and shoulders above 

age lover. The tenor, in splen- 





manina’ that was a show stopper in 
act one. Francesco Valentino and/| 
Norman Cordon, as Marcello and! 
Colline, were both good and Salva- 
tore Baccaloni again scored big in 
his dual comedy part. Annamary 
Dickey was a tall, gangling Musetta 
whose voice was unpleasant as the 
character she represents in the sec- 
ond act. Cesare Sodero did an ade- 
quate job in the pit. 
Viennese Diva 

‘Aida,’ Friday (25), served to in- 
troduce Hertha Glatz, Viennese 
mezzo to the Met. The singer 
looked well and acted with distinc- 
tion, but her voice is more of a| 
limited lyric soprano than mezzo. It | 
was almost inaudible in the middle | 
and lower passages and _ without 
much color, although with sufficient | 
range for her upper tones. In sec- 
ondary roles she should do much 
better. Stella Roman made her sea- 
son’s debut as Aida and again 
showed a remarkable dramatic so- 
prano badly used Her excessive 
use of chest voice with its hard 
metallic sounds contrasted strangely 
with her exquisite pianissimo and 
occasional brilliant top ‘B’ flats and 
high ‘C’s. 

Arthur Carron again showed a 
pair of leather lungs as Rhadames. 
The tenor’s enormous girth indicated 
that in Egyptian times Italian gen- 
erals were being well fed in Ethi- 
opia anyhow. Lawrence’ Tibbett 
failed badly as Amonasro. The once 
great baritone strained and forced in 
a dry voice, but his acting was gen- 
erally good. Nicolas Moscona made 
an adequate High Priest and Lans- 
ing Hatfield, in his season's debut as 
the King. looked imposing but forced 
|his voice out of bounds. Wilfred 
| Pelletier conducted lackadaisically 

‘The Magic Flute,’ Saturday (26) 
afternoon, was a generally good per- 
formance. Charles Kullman found 
ithe role of the Prince more suited 
to his vocalism than most others and 
he looks well. John Brownlee’s 
Papagena was humorous and sung in 
good Mozartian style; Jarmila No- 
votna looks well but was lacking vo- 
cally as Pamina; Josephine Antoine 
sang a brilliant Queen of the Night 








, ,ease; 


when | 


and | 


| ‘F’s above high ‘C’ and tricky runs 

}and cadenzas taken with effortless 

Ezio Pinza’s Sarastro was im- 
dramatically and brilliantly 

|sung, and Norman Cordon and Lil- 

|} lian Raymondi rounded out excellent 

| subordinates. 

| Brun Walter 

| 

| 


| posing 


conducted well, as 
usual, 

‘Traviata’, Saturday evening (26), 
was weil sung. Licia Albanese, both 
from the vocal and dramatic aspect, 
lis providing the Met with one of its 
|most brilliant Violettas in recent 
| years. Her ‘A fors e lui’ and ‘Sempre 
| Libera’ in the first act were sung 
| with brilliant top ‘C’s and with large, 
fine toned bravura effects. The second 
jact duets were just as good. Jan 
|Peerce is singing an _ increasingly 
|good Alfredo. The ‘Un di felice’ and 
| ‘Lungi da lei’ were both sung with 
|considerable spirit and fine 
|effects and with all the rich tonal 
|quality for which ke is notec. The 


the third act was a high point of the 
and his 


bog: dramatic ‘Questa donna’ of | 
| 


| performance acting 
tinues to improve. 
|delivered an excellent 
both his duets with 
good, as was the 

‘Pura siccome un angelo’. 
Provenza Il Mar’, however, 
high point being superbly sung from 
| the pianissimo to the ringing top ‘G’s 
Cesare Sodero, while conducting his 
orchestra a bit louder than usual, 
was able to get away with it because 
of the power of the voices on the 
stage. 

‘Traviata’ (Act 2) and ‘Salome’ 
comprised the double bill Monday 
(28) at the Met as ‘La Serva Pa- 
drona,’ scheduled to preceed ‘Sal- 
ome,’ was cancelled due to the ill- 
ness of Bidu Sayao. The first named 
opera served to introduce to Met 
audiences the Alfredo of James Mel- 
ton, which was generally well sung. 
The tenor’s ‘Dei Miei bollenti’ pos- 
sessed a nice lyric quality and his 
phrasing was good. Licia Albanese 
and Leonard Warren repeated their 
fine performances of Saturday eve- 
ning (26). In ‘Salome,’ Lily Djanel’s 
singing did not match her superlative 
acting and dancing as the princess 
Karin Branzell was a _ powerful- 


con- 


elder Ger- 
Albenese 
short aria 
The ‘Di 


Was a 


| mont, 
being 


sen did well by Jokanaan. 
Maison provided excellent acting as 
| Herod, and vocally he was wé ll abo 
par. George Szell conducted 





with her last aria, with the difficult | 


legato | 


Leonard Warren | 


voiced Herodias, and Herbert Jans- | 
Rene 


One for Ripley 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 29. 

The voice of Milton Lomask, 
assistant concertmaster of the 
Pittsburgh Symphony Orchestra, 
is changing—and at his age, too. 
Lamask appeared with the Pitts- 
burgh Opera Society last year in 
‘Eugen Onegin as a tenor. 

This week hes appearing with 
the same group in ‘Hansel and 
Gretel’—as a baritone. 


Milw. 43 Park 
Series to Link 
Chi Chi and Jive 








Milwaukee, Dec. 29. 
Under the Stars’ series of 
summer concerts in Washington 
Park is being extended from the 
usual eight to 13 events for the 
11943 season, the extra five to 
ithe ‘popular’ type to appeal to the 
\younger element and to be 
|sored by business concerns and man- 
jufacturers. Enlarged program is de- 
signed to further bolster morale as 
ithe war progresses. 
| Don Griffin, program director, has 
|arranged guest artist program as 
follows: 

Robert Weede, June 29; Rise Ste- 
vens, July 6; Paul Robeson, July 13; 
Lily Pons, July 20; Kenny Baker, 
July 27; Anna Kaskas and Eleanor 
Steber, Aug. 3; Nelson Eddy, Aug. 
10; Josephine Antoine, Aug. 17. 

The ‘popular’ programs: 

Horace Heidt’s orch, July 1; Kate 
Smith, July 8; Kay Kyser’s band, 
| July 15; Ginny Simms or Dinah 
| Shore. July 29, and Phil Spitalny’s 
all-girl orchestra, Aug. 12. 

Guest artists will appear with the 

newly organized Milwaukee Sym- 
|phony orchestra, while a Milwaukee 
| dance band, still to be selected. will 
|provide the background in the ‘pop- 
|ular’ programs of Kate Smith, Ginny 
|'Simms or Dinah Shore. 
Single concerts in the past have 
jattracted audiences of as high as 
140,000 and 50,000 persons. 
| rationing is not exepected to hurt 
attendance in 1943, as Washington 
Park is easily accessible by street 
lear and bus. 


‘Music 


SPpUli- 
i 








| 


‘INDPLS. R.R. BUYS 
SYMPH FOR EMPLOYEES 


Indianapolis, Dec. 29. 
The Indianapolis Symphony or- 
chestra has been hired by the In- 
dianapolis Railways to play a con- 


| cert for its employees under the 
| direction of Fabien Sevitzky at the 
Murat theatre Jan. 3. This follows 


up an idea for a series of perform- 


|ances under industrial sponsors to 
bolster the  orchestra’s finances, 
which started with a program for 


P. R. Mallory & Co. employees last 
month. 

A fee of $1,500 was understood to 
| have been paid the orchestra for the 
Mallory concert. 


Dr. Rodzinski New 
| Head of N. Y. Symph 





Dr. Artur Rodzinski has been ap- 
pointed musical director of the N. Y. 
Philharmonic Symphony Orchestra 


for the season of 1943-44 
Di 2odzinski, for over a decade 
head of the Cleveland Orchestra, 
head of the 


will act as permanent 
orchestra, and will share the podium 
with Bruno Walter, who will con- 
lduct at least six weeks and Howard 
Bariow. 


‘Kuttner’s Fractured Wrist 
| Stymies Trenton Symph 


Trenton, Dec. 29. 
A double blow to Trenton’s twin 
‘civic musical enterprises, the 
lton Symphony and the Trenton 
|Opera Association, has been struck 





lby injury to Michael Kuttner, violin | 


lvirtuoso and conductor. Hospitalized 
|by a New York subway steps tumble, 
the young maestro, 27, is conva- 
jlescent from a fracture of two bones 
in the left wrist and a slight fore- 


ihead fracture. 
Kuttner, Symphony concertmaster, 
1av not be able to fill his chair at 
the next oneert date of the local 


be of | 


Gasoline | 


Tren- | 


Sigmund Romberg's Concert Venture 


| 











Eve Hoopla | 


Continued from page] =e 


matters at first. It’s expected still 
other spots, class and mass, will do 
a foldo also right after the first. 





Montreal Very Whoopee 
* Montreal, Dec. 29. 


Canvass of the first run theatres 
along the Main street here reveals 
advance sellout of New Year’s Eve 
midnight shows at Palace ($1), Cap- 
litol ($1), Loew's ($1-$1.50), Princess 
(50c-$1), Orpheum (60c) and reports 
from a large number of second-run 
houses show promise of similar big 
returns and possible sellouts when 
iturn-away biz comes to whatever is 
| going. 
| Gayety ($1.50-$2.50) vaude house 
for its show from 11:45 p.m. to 3 a.m. 
by Christmas Eve has almost a sell- 
out 
| Business at these shows is re- 
garded as a good indication of way 
money is moving and points to big 
spending in the coming year. 

Hotels and cabarets New Year Eve 
admissions cannot now be bought 
and there is a certain amount of 
scalping with prices rocketing to 
1928 figures. 








Both Appealing and Commercial 


Pittsburgh, Dec. 26. 
Concert Orch of 40 pieces under 
direction of Sigmund Romberg and 
Frank Cork; soloists, Grace Pan- 
vini, Gene Marvey, Marie Nash; at 
Syria Mosque, Pittsburgh, Dec. 25-26, 
*42; $2.75 top. 


Title of this new venture into the 
music field tells all. ‘An Evening 
With Sigmund Romberg’ is just that, 
and jit was a pleasant evening, too, 
with program made up chiefly of 
snatches from famed composer’s 
long list of light operatic successes. 
‘I’m trying to find out,’ he told audi- 














| Berlin's Bonuses 


Continued from pagel 


10 other’ tunes 
‘White Christmas’ 








therein, although 
is the outstander. 
In trade mathematics, a 1,000,000- 
| copy click like ‘Christmas’ is the 
equivalent of four or five hits, since 
it spells a substantial saving on ex- 
ploitation to create a 200,000 or a 


| 250,000-copy hit, which is deemed 

| big nowadays. 

Big Record Sales 
Furthermore, the disk sales have 


| been terrific. Decca alone, which has 
| Crosby under contract, figures to 
| sell 2,000,000 platters. The last big 
disk sensations were Glenn Miller’s 
‘Chattanooga Choo Choo’ last year 
with 1,300,000 platters, and Jimmy 
Dorsey’s ‘Maria Elena’—‘Green 
Eyes,’ which went well 
000 about the same time. Nowadays 
disks outsell sheet music. The all- 
time record high, perhaps, is Al Jol- 
{son’s ‘Sonny Boy’. 
wick record statement on it was 
2,000,000 records. Before that, Dar- 
danella’ sold over 1,000,000 disks, as 
an instrumental. 








| From the Berlin, Inc., perspective, | 
starts in | 


|the company’s fiscal year 
July, which actually means that this 
profit was made in but six months, 
isince the firm had nothing worth- 
| while prior thereto until the ‘Holiday 
Inn’ score. In making so large a 
divvy, Irving Berlin and his mana- 


| ger, Saul H. Bornstein, are anticipat- | 


ling profit totals to some degree; and 
if the first six months’ pace con- 
tinues, the firm may well set a new 
|!Tin Pan Alley high with a half-mil- 
lion net profit. 

Whether foresight or not, the fact 
that Berlin had written his general] 
manager, Bornstein, back in August, 
that ‘if we have a year I want 
to see our bonuses to the staff good 
and healthy’ proved a great 
for both the Berlin, Inc., and 
personnel. This differs from the 
cf Tin Pan Alley, which 
bound, by War Labor Board 


tions, not to what has 


good 


ABC 
rest 
hide 
restric- 
exceed been 
the custom. or what had ‘been paid 
Since 1941 wa 
poor year fo1 


the preceding 
an exceedingly 


year 


publishers, having been off the a1! 
because of the ASCAP-radio-BMI 
fight, the precedent was at lowest | 
ebb, when only bonuses of single 


| week’s pay had been made. 


| Bonuses in the music business are 
the rule rather than the exception, 
|with pluggers and executives parti- 
cipating in the gravy profits. At Ber- 
ilin’s for example, at one time the 
lfirm paid Harry Link, its then pro- 
ifessional manager, a $12,500 bonus 
‘White Christmas’ is Berlin’s 
|million-copy hit since 1924-26, when 
ithe ‘Remember’—‘What’ll I Do?’—‘Al- 
ways’ ballads clicked for those sales. 
Even his ‘God Bless America’ has 
‘only gone a shade better that 900,000 
sheets 


WB’s Music Bonus 
Warner Bros. gave its professional 


music men a bonus of four weeks 
| salary, while the rest of the per- 
sonnel received checks for two 
weeks extra. 


over 1,000,- | 


The first Bruns- | 


break | 


first | 


ence, ‘whether or not there’s a place 
in American music for something 
; between swing and symphony.’ Ob- 
viously there is, for big 3,800-seat 
Mosque was comfortably filled for 
both of his concerts at $2.75 top. 

Practically everything that could 
went wrong here closing night (26), 
but crowd didn’t seem to mind. 
Grace Panvini, one _ of_ soloists, 
|turned up with a bad cold and had 
ito eliminate a couple of her pro- 
| grammed numbers; the mike Marie 
Nash used couldn't take a high note 
and went shrill on her in the upper 
| registers, and the entire orch disap- 
peared for last third of concert, 
| leaving Romberg to accompany Miss 
Nash and Gene Marvey alone at the 
| piano, because musicians had to 
|}make an early train for Buffalo. 
But spirit of whole Romberg enter- 
prise is informal so customers ac- 
cepted ali of this as part of the in- 
formality. 

In the manner of old vaude, 
printed signs are brought out on the 
stage to announce the numbers; 
Romberg takes everybody in his 
confidence, a genial guy with an 
unorthodox conductor’s manner, 
weaving in dance rhythms with the 
music, and everything’s geared to a 
nice relaxation. There’s no deny- 
ing the appeal of Romberg’s tunes 
either—they’re the best part of the 
program —for in this he’s directly 
in the line of succession from 
Johann Strauss. .There’s a bow to 
a couple of his colleagues in the 
early part, with excellent 40-piece 
orch that will get better with addi- 
| tional rehearsing playing seclections 
|from Franz Lehar and Emerich 
| Kalman, fine to hear in orchestral 
| arrangements, and the Tschaikowsky 
and Chopin selections are their most 
|familiar ones. Big laugh comes 
when, following a number simply 
_billed as ‘Most Popular March in 
|the World,’ orch plays Mendelssohn 
Pe-teres March.’ 





Soloists are excellent. Miss Pan- 
vini is an attractive coloratura; 
Gene Marvey an excellent tenor 
along musical comedy lines and 


Marie Nash a striking, sex-appeal- 
ing blonde with voice to match. 
Practically entire last half is de- 
voted to tunes from ‘My Maryland,’ 
| ‘Desert Song,’ ‘New Moon,’ ‘Blossom 
Time,” ‘Student Prince’ and ‘Night 
Is Young,’ all Romberg works, with 
Marvey and Miss Nash alternating 
them in solos and duets. Frank 
|Cork takes over conductor’s baton 
|here with Romberg sitting down at 
the piano. Two new Romberg num- 
bers are introduced for the first 
itime, ‘Faithfully Yours,’ a lilting 
tune, and ‘Off the Shores of Some- 
| where. which Miss Nash sings. Both 
have definite possibilities. 

‘Evening With Sigmund Roberg’ 
is principally an evening of nice 
| nostalgia, for those Romberg melo- 
dies are pretty imperishable and 
listening to them played by a stage- 
ful of skilled musicians and sung by 


first-rate vocalists is altogether 
atisfactory. And commercial, too, 
Cohen. 


Mpls. Decides to Keep 
Muny Aud in Operation 


Minneapolis, Dec. 29 
city has 
keep the municipal auditorium in 
operation throughout 1943, although 
ithe building is ‘broke’ and there was 
considerable agitation to close it for 
\the duration. The building’s income 
from various attractions, including 
{trade and other shows, concerts, etc., 
/has fallen considerably below pre- 
vious year’s take. 

A plan submitted by manager 
George Adams to save approximate- 
ly $2,600 annually was approved. 
|The siaff will be whittled down to 
\11, a ‘skeleton’ crew and Adams will 
isubmit to a salary slash from $5,400 
ito $4,800 a year. The stagehands’ 
|union agreed to the elimination of 
the ‘swing man’ who is laying off 
‘two days a week, and the stage em- 
ployees will go on a straight five-day 
week pay basis instead of being tech- 
| lly on duty seven week. 


The council decided to 


days a 
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84 ORCHESTRA GROSSES 





All Binds’ Theatre Business Boffo; 
Brown- Morocco’ 656, Chi; J. Dorsey 
Plus ‘Dandy’ 706, N. Y., New Record 


(Estimates for This Week) 3.200: 28-33-44-55)—With ‘Lady in| 


Les Brown, Chicago (Chicago; | Distres (Co Soaring 
4.000: 35-55-75) Plus ‘Road to Mo- tional $32.000 or better. 
Mammoth $65,000, New | new house mark, with Howard's cr- 
Year's eve business, of course, help-|chestra given most of credit, In- | 
ing with $1.50 scale effective from | cludes New Year’s eve business, with 
6 p.m. on Big lift here is from | scale at $1.10 from 6 p.m. 
Crosby-Hope-Lamour starret Ina Ray Hutton, Pittsburgh (Stan- 
Jimmy Dorsey, New York (Strand; ley; 3.800; 30-44-55-66)—With Marion | 
2.756: 35-55-75-85-99-$1.10) — With Hutton and Modernaires, Jack Du- | 
‘Yankee Doodle Dandy’ (WB) at pop /rant and ‘George Washington Slept | 
scales following advanced-price road- | Here’ (WB) The s.a. band-leader 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


to sensa- 
Looks like | 


l 


rocco’ (Par). 


show run at the Hollywood The |has always had a strong b.o. draft 
fourth time here, the Dorsey band here and this time she has the holi- 
makes an ideal combination with day and better stage and screen sup- 


‘Dandy’ for near to $70,000, which port than usual, which should count 
cracks the all-time record here un-j/up to socky $23,000, best here in a | 


der present policy andj|long time. With a New Year's Eve | 
scales. midniter coming up for this bill, | 
Glen Gray, Boston (RKO Boston; | gross may even go above that. 
3.200: 44-55-65-76-85)—With ‘Night- MacFarland Twins, New York 
mare’ (U) and supporting stage bill. | (State: 3.450: 39-44-55-75-99-$1.10)— 
Fine $24,000. With Jackie Miles and Mitzi Green 
Woody Herman, New York (Par-|on stage, ‘My Sister Eileen’ (Col) (2d | 
amount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99-$1.10)— | run) on screen. Draft of stageshows | 
With Hazel Scott, others, on stage, 
‘Road to Morocco’ (Par) on screen. | mas lending stout support for pic- | 
Finished seventh (final) round last |ture; a very big $42,000 is seen, one 
night (Tuesday), first any shou has | of the best weeks ever done here 
held that long here, at close to $79,- | and topped by only a few shows. | 
000, exceptionally big. Figure has| Tommy Tucker, Philadelphia | 
been exceeded on opening weeks on | (Earle: 2.768: 35-46-57-68-75). Draw- | 
| ing $31,000. Picture draw, ‘Whistling 


only a few occasions. 
|in Dixie’ (M-G) also helping some. 


Inside Stuff—Orchestras 


Xavier Cugat and Carmen Cavallero continue to be mentioned as the 


pitb ind 











bands which will probably get the mych sought after date at the new | 


Hotel Statler on Sixteenth street in Washington. 





Hostelry plans to open to general public late in January and is definite 
for main attraction of the President’s Birthday Ball celebration here. Music 
Corp. of America and General Amus. Co 
band to play this Jan. 30 date. 


i 
| 


are Canvassing name fleld for 


Count Basie, who plays the Howard theatre that week. will play for 
the coiored celebration under the direction of Abe Lichtman. 
scheduled for the Lincoln Colonnade. 


Roosevelt hotel, N. Y., denies that it has any intention. or was even 
thinking about closing its Grill next month, for any reason whatever. It’s 
Stated that the room will stay open whether or not Guy Lombardo’s band 
continues through its scheduled engagement at the Roxy theatre, N. Y. 

Present plans call for Lombardo to double from the hotel to the the- 
atre, it’s explained, with a standby band to fill in for the former during 
the time outs for theatre work 


Event is 


Somebody has been opening the mail of Paul 
musicians local 161, Washinegtor 


Schwarz, president of 


Missive from War Department sent on/ the ground Saturday (26) evening 
Dec. 4 arrived Dec. 20, marked ‘opened by mistake.’ Union head has also} with a loss of $30.000. which. it’s 
had wages garnisheed for unpaid bills of his namesake. Other irritations | claimed. was partly covered by in- 
resulted in matter being referred to Federal Bureay f Investigation, | “ar Blaze was started by the 
with G-men calling in the envelope sninper for a qu pl f 9 urne!r At the 
-- a ne 0 Wa part ill filled 
Vill a yr all ) whor 70t oul 

° e | witho injur 
I Best Sellers on Coin-Machines °°: 29s 5a, on 
; | gas rationing started in July, the 
| spot nas ope! ated ynly weeker is 
a iia | with mall, loeal orchestras Bill | 
(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in Aller yutfit was playing the spot, 


throughout the country, as reported by operators to ‘Variety. Names 
of more than one band or vocalist afte: the title indicates, in order of 


popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 


parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 


and respective publishers.) 


1. White Christmas (11) (Berlin)........, § Bins Crosby Dece 
i/Charlie Spivak Columbia 
2 Whe | nt (30 ) | P) \ . V ) 
8. Had C r I " | ‘hi J ( 
Dec 
4. Why Don’t You Fall Love (7) (H ) Cot Boswell ...,..Decca 
i Dick J ERs ane ws Okel 
5. Dearly Beloved (6) (C ; ) Rey ....ceeee. \ 
{ 4 bible a Vict 
6 There Are Such Things (5) (Yankee) Tommy Dorsey.......Victo1 
7. Manhattan Serenade (8) (Robbins) } Jimmy Dorse3 Decca 
i Harry James .... Columbia 
8. Five By Five (9) (Leeds) { Andrews Sisters.......Decca 


ee eee eee eee 


| Freddie Slack 
{Jimmy Dorsey. 
(Harry Jame: 
10. Moonlight Becomes You (1) (Famous)... .Bing Crosby 
OTHER FAVORITES 


(These records are directly below first 10 in 


Capitol 
....Decca 
oooe es COLUMDIA 


ad 


Daybreak (8) (Feist)... 


Decca 


popularity. 
number of weeks in parenthesis are fading, others gaining.) 


Tunes with 


Praise Lord (11) (Famous)............. ) Kay Kyser Columbia 

(Merry Macs Decca 
Touch Texas (Southern) ....................Freddy Martin esecs WICCOE 
Brazil (Southern) ESSE DASA RRS eRS ..Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 
This Is Army (Army) ........ coe céviva cee BRONTE... x... .. Victor 
There'll Never Be Another You (Miller).. Sammy Kaye ........Victor | 
For Me, My Gal (Mills) _,, Judy Garland......... Decea 

(Guy Lombardo D a 
Here Comes Navy (Shap ») : Badass eae A VR Sist D } 


F ae act '75c top; fair but biz off all over 
;among out-of-towners over Christ- | 


iC., Philadelphia, Dec. 26). 


juk eboxes | * 


[ > 

| 

_ Best Sheet Music Sellers 

} (Week end 7 De 26) 
White Ct alias cee ecetan 
Lig Go On Again CLP 
Chere Are Such Things. . Yankee 
ios t Drea BVC 
Why Fall in Love....... Harms 
Praise the Lord ; Famous 
Moonlight Becomes .,.Famous 
Star Spangled Banne! Miller 
Me and My Gal..........-Mills 
Five By Five veeeess eel 


I'm Getting Tired.........Army 
Daybreak ‘ Feist 
Manhattan Serenade ....Robbins 








Jerry Wald, In 


Buff. Aud, Draws 
‘Sweet’ $1,700 


(Estimated) 

Bob Allen (Shubert theatre, New 
Haven, Conn., Dec. 27). Allen’s new 
band plus vaude, on first local stand 
irew estimated 3,500 admissions at 


town. 

Herbie Kay (Chermot B., Omaha, 
Neb.. Dec. 26). Heavy storm cut 
Kay. and 1,200 at 85c was good in 
view of that. 

Jimmy Luneceford (Brookline C. 
Lunce- 
ford did surprisingly well, luring 
1,021 hoofers at $1.10. 

Wayne Milton (Totem Pole B., Au- 
purndale, Mass., Dec. 25-26). Milton 
and Penn. Military College outfit are 
new here, and after slow 
day (25) hit okay 2,100 Saturday at 
usual $1.45 couple for $2,558, fair, 
but okay for this part season and 
new band 

Sigmund Romberg (Erlanger the- 
atre, Buffalo, Dec. 27-28). Romberg’s 
two concerts Sunday (27) and one 
Monday evening did approximately 
$5,000 at $2.20 top, good. 

Jerry Wald (Aud., Buffalo, N. Y., 
Dec. 26). For night after Christmas 
Wald did a sweet job here, drawing 
11,400, capacity, for a gross of $1,700. 





Blue Gardens Burns 


| With $30,000 Loss; 5th 
Band Spot Lost in Year 


Blue Armonk, N. Y., 
|} roadhouse which played name bands 
up until six months ago, burned to 


Gardet 4 





rwnicn ywned yy r] Jake Abe! 


Blue Garde..s is the fift! 
f 


ban, N + ia roaanouse user Ol bands 


subur- 


xy entertainment to be destroyed 
» ll t e la il La Janu- 
iry the Rust Ca E d 
( fs, N. J.. was levelled, and is now 
D¢« repulit “lag h Db ] l I yr 
J me Vay, ‘but ha 
I lo the 
A » j 
i ) I yt i ) 
I Anothe 
I ido { » Arcola Manor, N. J 


* Mrs, Kramer Closes Ritz | with rest on big killin 9 and drew wv ’ k’s total of around 8,000 after two 


| Deal With Harvard U. 


| Mr Maria Kramer and Harvard 
| University last week reached agree- 
| ment on a price for the swanky Ritz 
|Carlton hotel. New York. said to be 
around $3,500,000. Details of a deal 
fare now being worked out and it’s 
figured Mrs. 
by Feb. 1. 
Harvard U. tried to make a deal 
with the government, idea being that 
be used as an Army 
military 


Kramer will take over 


the hotel could 
hospital, but 

prefer larger 

Ritz. 

Sources close to Mrs. Kramer say 
| She intends to jazz up the. stiff at- 
;Mosphere of the Ritz and thus turn 
it into a popular hotel 





buildings than the 


| will also include a band _ policy, 


1,000 Fri- | 


authorities | 


The revan pi} 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, {s the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
Figures after name of hotei give 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 
| holiday price. This compilation is based on the period from Monday- 
| Saturday.) 








Covers Total 
Weeks Past Covers 
Band — Hotel” Played Week On Date 
wan. Bavitty. ocsevAStOr C1 OG0> TSl-Bl)cccccaccadescoee 2 3,100 19.475 
Ray Heatherton*..Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50).........000+.35 900 =23,525 
Vaughn Monroe*.Commodore (500; $1-$1.50)..........12 2,250 25,350 
Lani McIntire*.,. Lexington (300; 75c-$1.50).......... 46 1950 172.675 


| Mitchell Ayres ..Lincoln (225; 75c-$1)........ Se 700 2.175 


Benny Goodman*.New Yorker (400; 75c-$1)........... 11 2.650 26,950 
Charlhe Spivak ..Pennsylvania (500; 75c-$1.50)....... 1 3,250 5,075 
Guy Lombardo .. Roosevelt (400; $1-$1.50)...... catons 52 1475 16,050 
Xavier Cugat*....Waldorf (550; $1.50-$2)........ wus 2,825 11,950 





* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band its the 
major draw, 


Chicago 


Griff Williams (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$4.50 min.). No 
letdown in business, Williams and the Hartmanns, heading floor show, 
responsible for 4,000 tabs last week, 

Art Kassel (Wainut Room, Bismarck hotel: 300; $1.50-$2.50 min.). Kassel 
and a pleasant floor show drew 2.000 last week. 
| Neil Bondshu (Mayfair Room, Blackstone hotel; 350; $2.50 min.). Bondshu 
| has developed so well management has extended stay until June. 
| DeMarco shares billing; 1,700 people last week. 
| Stan Kenten (Panther Room, Sheridan hotel; 800; $1.25-$2.50 min.). 
| Kenton proved good boxoffice. Jerry Wald opens New Years Eve. Around 
3,700 last week. 

Russ Morgan (Marine Room, Edgewater Beach hotel; 1,100; $1.25 min.). 
Morgan is well liked. Around 2,100 last week. 





tenee 


Boston 

Eddy Oliver (Oval Room, Copley Plaza; 350; $1 cover). Sheila Barrett 
is headliner and credited with 1,158 covers Thursday to Saturday, opening 
three days, considered fine. Previous three days, Morton Downey in clos- 
ing successful four-week stay, garnered 692, good during Christmas week, 
Excellent dinner biz throughout week. 

John Kirby (Colonial Room, Copley Plaza; 306; 50c-$1). Kirby main- 
taining steady draw for this new room; played to 1,000 during week, with 
196 Friday and 180 Saturday paying dollar cover, remainder in at 50c. 

Chick Floyd (Terrace Room, Hotel Statler; 450; $1 cover). Floyd has 
been consistent during long engagement; 800 paid cover charge last Fri- 
day-Saturday, only late nights. Dinner traffic at capacity all week. 


St. Louis 
Nick Stuart (Club Continental, Hotel Jefferson; 800; $1-$2 min.). Christ- 
|mas splurge by natives reflected by sharp rise in biz done at this down- 
'town spot. Stuart rounding out 15th week. Gillett and Richards, ball- 
|}roomologists, augmenting floor Total of 4,000 customers during 
last week, 





show. 


Minneapolis 
George Wald (Minnesota Terrace: Nicollet hotel; 500; $1-$1.50). Final 
week of Wald, who made favorable impression, ran into pre-Christmas 
dip and attendance chopped to around 250 average. Poor. Art Kavelin 
band and Revel & Allen, Rex Owens and Doraine & Ellis current. 
Los Angeles 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Thrived like others on big 
weekend: counted better than 4,500 covers on full stanza. 


Ozzie Nelson (Biltmore; 1,200; 50c-$1). Nelson opened Xmas Eve jus 
in time to dip into holiday gravy. Strong 5,500. 


Philadelphia 

Billy Marshall (Garden Terrace, Benjamin Franklin hotel; 500; no cover, 
| $1.50-$2.50 min.). Unprecedented record for room set last week with 
2517 dinner and 1.598 supper customers Ice Show still the major at- 
traction. 

Walter Miller (Stratford Gardens, Bellevue Stratford hotel: 225: no cover 
or min.). Hurt by pre-Christmas slump 1.108 patrons for dinner and 
|supper. Burgundy Jellevue this week with a 


cocktail trio. 





+ 





Room ope ited ’ tne 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


| Lou Breese (Chez Paree; 650; $3-$3.50 min.). Breese and Sophie Tucker 
continue to keep room well filled; 3,800 last week. 

Chico Marx (Blackhawk; 500; $1.25 min.). Marx takes the nod as the 
‘sleeper’ band of the season here. Still drawing around 4,000 a week. 
Gracie Barrie replaces Jan. 27. 

Bob Owen (Happy Hour; 650; no cover or min.). Surprisingly good 
local band ran into usual dip before Christmas and patronage 
dwindled to 150 nightly. Bad. Fletcher Henderson current and other 


. »L 
WeeK 


trarralin 
raveilr 


bands follow 


Gene Krupa (Palladium B, Hollywood; sixth week). Town overrun 
with furloughees who wore a path from Canteen here. Finaled to stout 
21.000. Tommy Dorsey on deck 


} 


Horace Heidt (Casa Manana B, ¢ “+r City: third week) Got in along 
g 


n.s.g. stanzas 


Noble Sissle (Trianon B, Southgate, first For band unknown to 
this industrial area Sissle swung into fast pace with 6,500 on week. 
Jan Garber (Casino B, Hollywood, first week). Garber well liked on 
west coast and at this spot, where he started pitch Xmas Eve, he racked up 
fine 5,500 admissions, big for site. Floor show just an adjunct. 


No Green-Knight Deal 


The deal for the Green Bros. & 
Knight catalog has gone cold. Lou 
| Sarnoff, an outsider, who had been 
| negotiating for the firm, decided 
that he preferred to invest in a 
larger catalog. 
The 


week) 





GOV'T FILES AMENDED 
PETITION VS. PETRILLO 


Chicago, Dec. 29. 

The Government filed an amended 
petition in the U. S. District Court 
here last week in its anti-trust suit 
against James C. Petrillo, the Amer- 
$10,000, was not alJlican Federation of Musicians and 
other officials of the union. 

The petition contains only minor 
changes from the original petition 





price, 
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ifactor in the switch of interest. 
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Band Biz Pushes Move for Petrillo Aid 


In Getting Back 


The beginning of an agitation is 
being heard among bandleaders and 
agency executives to convince James 
C. Petrillo, head of the American 
Gederation of Musicians, that it 
would be wise to return leaders to 
the status of ‘independent contrac- 
tors.’ Briefly, that would involve dis- 
carding the Form B contract, under 
which all bands have been working 
for six months and which makes all 
employers of bands liable for Social 
Security payments. 

It was reported that Morris 
Schrier, attorney for Music Corp. of 
America, has been having conversa- 
tions with Petrillo re the subject, al- 
though ke denies such reports, Pe- 
trillo himself was out of town yes- 
terday (Tues.) and couldn’t be 
reached for comment. 


If the AFM junks the Form B con- 
tract, and it’s said by sources close 
to the union’s executive board that 
it would like to and may do so dur- 
ing its next meeting, the most im- 





portant result would be that it would 


remove the nation’s higher bracket 
bands from the confines of the $25,000 
net earnings law, but at the same 
time make all bands, including lower 
level outfits, which undoubtedly 
would feel it, pay their own Social 
Security levies. 

Insofar as theatres are concerned 
they would welcome the ditching of 
Form B because (1) they would not 
be liable and responsible for these 
taxes; (2) leaders would have to 
deduct their own 5% Victory tax 
which theatres begin taking out 
Fridey (1) thus freeing the 
houses of much bookkeeping. The 
most important benefit to theatres, 
however, would be tat since the top 
leaders would be out from under the 
$25,000 net law they wouldn’t have 
to stop work upon reaching a per- 
sonal gross of $67,200 thereby keep- 
ing them always available for the- 
atre work. 

From a booking agency’s point of 
view the sidetracking of Form B 
vould be all in their favor. Without 


a limit to leaders’ earnings there 
would be no limit to their commis- 
sions. As it stands now such com- 
missions are allowed to be paid over 
and above a leader’s $67;200 gross 
earnings limit. To personally gross 
that much a maestro’s band has to 
gross approximately $300,000, But 
since many of the top bracket or- 
chestras go considerably beyond that, 
it can readily be understood how 
much would be lost to the agencies 
n commissions. MCA is particularly 
vulnerable from this angle since il 
manages majority of the high 


earning bands 


Log Cabin, Armonk, 
Will Try to Continue 
With Smaller Bands 


Joe Marsala’s orchestra closes at 
the Log Cabin, Armonk, N. Y., to- 
morrow night (Thursday) and_ the 
spot will drop large bands, prob- 
ably for the duration. Augie Hussa} 
owner of the roaasiae daancery in 
tends using a smal! combination 
an ellort to keep the place open 

Mar ala’s closing ls claimed to be 
a move ol h own cnoice: ne 
aged by Sy Shribma Howeve 
H isSar s aecision to empioy ONS 
mall bands in the future is definite- 
ly based on the recent further cw 
tailment of asoline His spot has 
been hit badly by transportation 
difficulties. It did 90° of its busi- 


ness on weekends. 

This is the second Westcheste: 
spot to bow to a lack of patronage 
du to distance from centers of popu- 


lation. Glen Island Casino, N. Y.. 
folds Jan. 6, possibly only until 
summer, 


To. m : 
Spike’ Wallace Again 
Heads Coast Musikers 
Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
J. K. ‘Spike’ Wallace was re- 
elected president of Musicians Local 
4% by a four-to-one vote over State 
Senator Jack Tenney. 
Others returned to 
lohn de Groen, vice 
D. Pe ndleton. 
A] = VT . 


office were 
-pres:dent, Frank 
recording 
» financial 


secretary 





Independent Status 





Lee Allen Loses 4 of 6 


Musicians to War Plants 





Cleveland, Dec. 29. 


Lee Allen lost four of the six men | 


in his orchestra, current at Southern 
Tavern, in one swoop, forcing mae- 
stro to reorganize his whole outfit. 
Majority of his musicians who went 
over the hill have taken jobs in de- 
fense factories here. 

Additions to the Allen crew are 
Johnny Huntington, sax who for- 
merly had a band of his own; Al 
Phillip, trumpet; ‘Babe’ Baylor, 
trombone, and Howard Brush, drums 
and xylophone, who switched from 
Sammy Watkins’ unit. Only original 
men left are Lee himself, clarinet 
and sax, and Henry George, who 
doubles as singer. Both also have 
jobs on the side in war plants. 


Phil Spitalny’s 
Town Hall, N. Y., 
Concert a Click 


When show business talks in terms 
of versatility. put down the name 
of Phil Spitalny. 

From radio and the film presenta- 





and his 
week to 


have 


houses came Spitalny 
last 


tion 
all-girl 
achieve what been 
their They 
played New York’s staid Town Hall. 
And made Town Hall like it. 

Of course, the sort of thing has 
been done before, notably by Paul 
Whiteman in the early ‘20s, when 
‘The King of Jazz’ gave a pioneer 
concert at the old Aeolian Hall in 
New York. This was when Gersh- 
win’s ‘Rhapsody in Blue’ first was 
performed, There have been a couple 
of others who have ventured from 
the popular sphere into the concert 
hall, and the trial is a hazardous 
one for even the most popular of 
jazz, or swing, bands 

But not for Spitalny. 
girls, most of them 

(Continued on 


orchestra 
may well 


epitome performance. 


For these 
graduates of 
page 45) 





Kay Kyser 
On the Actor’s Part in the 
War Effort 
an Added Feature in 


‘Show Business 


At Wa’ 
theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 


of 


| 
| 
| 


ARIETY 











HYPO HOTELS 
INNY. 





New York hotel rooms using name 
bands are doing an unusually hefty 
business over the current holiday 
period. All spots, without exception, 
have found a decided increase in 
patronage, due largely to the ab- 
normal number of college youngsters 
in town between semesters, 

Perhaps the outstanding attend- 
ance of all is being drawn to the 
Pennsylvania hotel’s Cafe Rouge by 
Charlie Spivak, who played to 3,243 
covers in six days last week and be- 
gan what looks like a record-break- 
ing stanza Monday (28) 
plaving to 758 dancers. That figure 
surpasses by several hundred the 
best Monday the Penn has ever had. 


Femme Pinch-Hitters 





Cleveland, Dec. 29. 

Jack Horwitz is solving the scar- 
city of musical manpower by hiring 
10 girl musicians as pinch-hitters in 
ihis string of local jobbing orches- 
tras. : 

Four of the femmes who formerly 
had outfits of their own are Margo 
Crockett, accordionist; Helen Lenz, 
ibass fiddle; Tina Voegle, violin, and 
Helen Lott, French horn. Quartet 
|is replacing four of Horwitz’s baton- 





night by. 


Astor Hotel Closing Roof for Winter: 
Name Bands Losing 2 Other N.Y. Spots 





‘Herman Continuing WMC 
Programs From Theatres 





| Woody Herman’s orchestra will 


its 
|broadcasts on the Blue net for the 
| War 
the stages of 
‘Herman has been doing the broad- 
casts from N. Y. studios since open- 
ing at the Paramount theatre, N. Y., 
These broadcasts 


| continue Wednesday evening 


Manpower Commission, from 


theatres it wili play. 


| ;seven weeks ago. 
are broken up by remote interviews 
with defense workers in various 


parts of the country. 
Herman plays Adams 
| Newark; RKO, Boston; Chicago, 
;Chicago; Michigan, Detroit, and 
|}Palace, Cleveland. He opens at 
| Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. J., 
Feb. 5. 


| 


theatre, 





Rash of Missed 
Shows Caused By 


Train Travel 


There has been an epidemic lately 
of bands showing up hours late for 


opening shows at theatres, and 
starting time on one-nighters and 
locations. While train travel has 


been bad for months, and is steadily 
growing worse, it wasn’t until lately 





that orchestras began missing sched- 
uled openings. 

Frequently, of course, it is not the 
fault of the band. Travellers state 
that few trains are operating on 
schedule currently (one bandleader 
almost passed out recently in Flor- 
ida when told his train was 13 hours 
late) but often, state bookers, it is 
the fault of the band. Too many 
leaders are still mentally operating 
on pre-war timetables and don’t 
allow themselves enough leeway for 
delays. Formerly band managers 
were in the habit of booking passage 
to get the orchs to their destination 





. : | 
wavers who were either conscripted | 


jinto army or defense work. 


just in time to go to work. Such 
methods cannot be practicable under 
the current confusion, 
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will shutter its 


Astor hotel, N. Y., 
Roof for the remainder of the wine 


ter Sunday (3) evening. Jan Sav- 
itt’s band, which has been there for 
about eight weeks, moves out and 


the Ralph Rotgers Latir combo, 
which spelled Savitt, wil! open the 
Columbia Room, downstairs 

Astor’s decisior. to close the Roof 
is based mainly on its size. While 
Savitt has been playing to between 
2,000 and 2,506 covers weekly, the 
room has double the capacity (1.000) 
of most opposition rooms and when 
teenagers are in schoo! it’s impos- 
sible to draw enough people to war- 
rant keeping open. Majority of 
customers jam in Friday and Satur- 
day, the rest of the week being light. 
This is the first season the Roof has 
remained open beyond Labor Dav. 

In addition to the Astor's fold, 
two other name band spots in N. Y. 
will drop to smal! bands next week. 
Essex House, which now has Sammy 
Kaye, cannot find a band to follow 
and will continue after Sunday (3) 
with a  seven-piece combination. 
Tommy Tucker was to have fol- 
lowed Kaye, but prefers to play 
theatres (hotel let him out of a 
contract). 

Dixie hotel, which installed Teddy 
Powell’s big band in its new Plan- 
tation Room with broadcast wires, 
is now dropping to a small band, too, 
It’s said that the spot brought in 
Powell and the wires as a means of 
publicizing the room, after which 
it meant to use only smal! combina- 
tions. 





OBERSTEIN-802. 
MEX STANDOFF 


———— 


New York local 802 of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Musicians and Eh 
Oberstein, head of Classic Records, 
arrived at the same mexican stand- 
off last week as they did a couple 
months ago. Oberstein appeared on 
schedule before 802’s trial board 
Thursday (24) morning and. in an- 


swer to questions concerning the 
origin of recordings his firm has 
been issuing lately, explained that 
he had simply bought the masters, 
which were made in Mexico. for 
pressing and release in the U.S 
Several months aco 802 and 
Oberstein parried almost identieal 
questions and answers when Classic 
released versions of ‘Der Fuehrer's 
Face’ and ‘I Had the Craziest Dream 
which 802 suspected were cut sub- 
sequent to the Aug. 31 deadline on 
AFM members making reco and 
transcriptions. Phere have been 
numerous rumors of bootlegging of 
dises of both types, and just many 
rumors that 802 on to - 
vestigate them. So far nothing has 


brought to light 
Oberstein r 
fficials that he had no alternative 


been 


asserted! told i n 


but to buy up as many masters 
made outside of this count as he 
could. He pointed out that the 
major manufacturers Columbia, 
Victor and Decca had exte ve 


could be reé-presseqa 


catalogs which 


f they ran out of fres} ! ec be- 
fore the recording controversy was 
settled, but that | outhit f 
one. had nothing to fall back on 
and its existence dependec on a e¢ 


r f 1 
lUaAaNCEe Ol ilt ii 


CONDITIONS T00 TOUGH, 
CASTLE FOLDS BAND 


Buffeted by high prices asked by 
musicians, *onscription, and all the 
other ills a young band faces cur- 
rently, Lee Castle folded his new 

| band last week to take sideman 


job with Benny Goodma: Castle, 


former trumpet star with numerous 
|; top bands, formed his own crew 
about six months ago and received a 


short buildup at Pelham Heath Inn, 


Pelham, N. Y. His band signed 
recently to record for Bluebird 
Records, after the AFM ban was 
lifted. 

At the same time Goodman hired 
pianist Jess Stary, who has been 
with Bob Crosby's orc! Stacy 
Was a member of the ori al Good- 
man outfit, which helpe the 
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Sengstack Scores Maddy's ‘Libel 
That Pubs Nixed Patriotic Tunes 
For OCD Songsheet:; 


Dr. James E. Maddy’s charge that! back 


. | 
gertain publishers had refused to 
contribute patriotic numbers to a) 
national song sheet of his unless they | 


received ‘exorbitant and outrageous | 


No Offers Made 





| 
j 
| 


ws release due | 

. . ‘ | 
to misunderstanaing Correction | 
statement to newspapers. Let- | 


‘TT tronné 
Unfortunate ne 


sent 
ter follows 


Sengstack also addressed a protest | 
| 





sums’ last week aroused bitter pro-| to Col Harold A Furlong, Michigan | 
tests from the publishing industry.| director of civilian defense, The| 
§. F. Sengstack. president of the | trade association’s prexy wrote that 
Standard Music Publishers’ Assn. of | he was surprised that a representa- 

the United States, scored Dr.| tive of the Michigan Council of De- 

Maddy’s accusation as unfounded, | fense ‘should have been permitted to 
since no offer had been made to or | libel reputable music publishers’ and 
refused by any publisher. Sengstack|to ‘give the impression that the 
rebuked the chairman of the Michi- | council believes that it is proper to 
gan wartime civic music committee | appropriate the property of another. 

for ‘libelling reputable music pub- | Maddy Regrets — 

lishers.’ | Rage gio matte one 

- Maddy, who has worked for tha he misunderstan¢ ing which 
ean ene firms as compilator of |had oo, over Dr Maddy's state- 
ment was ‘most unfortunate’ and he 


folios, declared in his statement the 
royalty demands of publishers had | 
stymied him from including ‘The 
Caisson Song,’ ‘Semper Paratus’ and 
‘The Army Air Corps Song’ in a 
gongsheet of 25 patriotic numbers 
which was to be published by the 
Federal Office of Civilian Defense 
for use in community singing. He 
said that he had offered the pubs in- 
volved a penny a sheet for use of the 
numbers, but they had rejected the 
offer. 

Louis Bernstein, head of Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., which holds the 
eopyright to ‘Caisson’ was among 
those who protested to Dr. Maddy 
by wire. The iatter telegraphed 








‘fully realized that the Standard Mu- 
sic Publishers’ Assn. and its member- 
ship are anxious to help the war 
program in every possible manner.’ 
Attached to the colonel’s letter was 
a statement from Dr. Maddy in 
which he stated that he accepted the 
announcement of publishers that no 
offer of payments for their patriotic 
numbers had been made to them in 
‘complete good faith,” and that he 
‘agreed that an injustice had been 
done them if the public had gained 
the impression that they are ac- 
tively opposed to any arrangement 
for the use of their Dr. 
Maddy added that he was ‘sorry for 
any such injustice.’ 


songs. 





st-Selling Records in S, America 


Buenos Aires, Dec. 22 


U. 8. pulled ahead of Central American and Mexican numbers on 


Bouth American be 


Following best 10, compiled 


from 


t-selling disc lists during December. 


data obtained from dealers and 


producing companies’ headquarters in Buenos Aires, represent choice 


not only in this country but for adjoining South American republics: 


1. Amour, Amour (Mex), 


8. Insensiblement (French) 


8. Jingle 


Jangle (U 


4. No te Apures Carablanca (A! 


e Tree (U.S 


6. Always in My Heart (U 


¥. Bosque de la China 


A ry 
i Pe 


8. Lejos de Buenos Aires (Arg.). 


9. Papa Baldasar (Arg.) 


10. Window Washer Man (U:S.) 


Corrido.. 


{ Pedro Vargas Victoi 
| Osvaldo Norton .....-Odeon 
| Feliciano Brunelli ....... Victor 
| Elvira Rios Victo1 
| John Calabry Victor 
ey WORUUFE 4 i.cccceawas Odeon 
) Eduardo Armani Victo 
Eduardo Armani ... Victol1 
/ Merry Macs .. Odeon 
Guy Lombardo .......... Odeon 
{ Lucio Demare ...... ....QOdeon 
Po ee tl eer Victor 
Glenn Miller = : Victo 
| Andrew Sisters at Odeon 
: Bob Crosb ear Odeon 
Les Brown ie asa nee 0 se OID 
Peay DOPSOy isi cicsc ccs Odeon 
PRN AIG ik Obs neeen baa'es Victor 
‘ Eugenio Nobile Odeo 
| Roy Smick i sa8e «aren 
| Kenny Bake .....O0deo1 
{ Feliciano Brunelli ........Victoi 
*) Jose Garcia (rhumba) Odeon 
f Anibal Troilio (Pichuco) Victor 
(Dereel Calo ...cccsccs Odeon 
| keugo Gel Carril ....6..: Victo 
| Eugenio Nobile .......... Odeon 
*{ Anibal Troilio vee we o VICTOR 
Angel D'Agostino . sees VICtOI 
Edu Victo! 


Just Like Ft. Wayne 





Chicago, Dec. 22. 

When Art Jarrett arrived in 
Ft. Wayne, recently to play the- 
atre date, publicity agents had 
planted several signs throughout 
the city saying ‘Welcome Art 
Jarrett.’ 

A hotel across the street from 
the theatre he was playing also 
displayed the sign, but w hen 
Jarrett applied for a .room he 
was told, ‘Sorry, we're all out of 


rooms.’ 
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WB FIRMS T0 
PLUG ONE 
SCORE 


Three music publishing firms have | 
Warners to} 


designated by 
handle the score for its ‘Thank Your 
Lucky Stars’, the first time a single 
score has been so divided up among 
three publishers. WB's” Remick, 
Harms and Witmark will publish. 
There are 13 tunes, eight of them to 
be piugged. 

Arthur Schwartz and Frank 
(Praise the Lord’) Loesser wrote the 
music, 


been 


PEACE SONGS 
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| 
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| 








SELL THE BEST 


The fancy of the music publishing 


| industry is tickled by the circum- 
| stance that three of the top sheet 
sellers of 1942 fall within the cate- 


i> 


sory songs. They are ‘White Christ- 
mas. ‘White Cliffs of Dover’ and 
|‘When the Lights Go on Again. No 
| outright fighting song, ‘Praise the 
|Lord and Pass the Ammunition’ 
being accepted as a semi-jive 
| novelty, has even come close to the 
| trio’s sales levels. Sheet music 
|bayers obviously preferred those 


songs which struck a_ responding 


to their yearning for the day 
and light would 


chord 
when peace 
prevail 

‘White 
ff 575.000 


laS gone 


again 


Cliffs’ 


copies, 


total sale 
Christmas’ 
the 


idy 


reached a 
‘White 
1.000.000. while 
Lights’ is alre 


over 
heet 


Ss turnover on 
375,000 


Arnstein Sues Again 


Alleging the ‘pi icy’ of hi copy- 
‘ Ira B. 
Monday (28) filed 
ie U. S. District 

seeking the more 
$12.500.000 
it $250 pe 


: s, ‘Kalamazoo,’ 
Arnstein of N. Y. 


U 
+} 
ul 


nted SOr 


suit in 
recovery of than 
based on 50,000 usages 
The defendants named 
20th Century-Fox 
which used ‘I Got a Gal 
film titled ‘Orches- 
Bregman, Vocco & Conn 
publishers, and Harry 
1 Mack Gordon, writers. 
Arnstei IS a 


Lior 
Film Corp.. 

Kalamazoo’ in 
tra Wives?’ 


Inc., 


are 


an 


congenital 


n the biz. In fact, his com- 
plait ates that, ‘this song is the 
481 of infringements by the 
Tin Pan Alley publishers and song | 


Court | 


Music Pubs Agree to $10 Per Master 
Royalty Fee for Transcription Makers 





The music publishers, whom Harry 
Fox serves as agent and trustee on 
mechanical rights, last week decided 
to go along with the manufacturers 
of recorded radio libraries for an- 
other year on the basis of the 1942 
royalty fee, which is $10 per tune 
per master. The transcription men 
hed argued that their plea for the 
status quo on price was a fair one, 
since there was no telling how 
hard their library = subscriptions 
would be hit by the continuance 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians’ ban on recording. 

It was aiso pointed out by the 
transcribers that their income from 





NBC, CBS, Blue, Mutual Piugs 


libraries had already been seriously 
affected by the drop in local re 
tail accounts among local stations. 
Local retail advertisers commonly 
make heavy use of recorded librar- 
ies, 

After obtaining the price deci- 
sion from his clients, Fox last week 
issued basic agreements covering 
the 1943 period to the World Broad- 
casting System and Associated Musie 
Publishers, Inc. The fee for a li- 
brary master in 1941 was $15. The 
pubs granted the transcribers’ re- 
quest for a reduction at the turn of 
1942 because many of their station 
subscribers had not as yet obtained 
ASCAP licenses. 


re- 








Following tabulation of popular music performances embraces all four 
networks—-NBC, CBS, Blue and Mutual—as represented by WEAF, WJZ 
. ’ oo 


WABC and WOR, N. Y. 


Compilation herewith covers week beginning 


Monday through Sunday, Dec. 21-27, from 5 p. m. to 1 a. m., and is based 
on data provided by Accurate Reportitg Service, regular source for music 


publishing industry 


Rhian PUBLISHER TOTAL 
White Christmas— ‘Holiday Inn’.............. Berlin 
You'd Be So Nice to Come Home To.......... Chap aE os ches eas Po 
Why Don’t You Fall In Love With Me?....... hae ee kph mi i 
Rose Ann of Charing Cross................... Sha a ee fie a: 
re ree 8 TREK TEEPE SR OLED ; ee cs<aeeden ads . 24 
{ Had the Craziest ‘Dr MP EE ST O ila Southern weeseeeee eevee 23 
; é eam—7'Springtime’...... |. oe 21 
Moonlight Becomes You—}‘Road to Morocco’.. Famous ei el 21 
There Are Such Things........ haiku ek aera ee Yankee eae ape las 7 
For Me and My Gal—i‘Me and My Gal..... ES 0 ee 90 
A Touch of Texas—‘‘Seven Days Leave’....0..fnuthen .... in pe ia 19 
When the Lights Go on Again............... CLP pie netics 19 
EY WI ee EG Ui oe tice 4 Bek Larne ahd Sebbines ......... fot 
Please Think of Me «.........cccccs., ee a enemas 7 
Mr. 5 by 5—7‘Behind 8 Ball’......... See rer ee 13 
Constantl) =—t ONG to WMoroccd’...icisscscccce nent 13 
('d Do It Again sana x clic iors pice 13 
If I Cared a Liitle Bit Less................... ee 
anat Soldier of Mine............. ria PRY at 13 
Pennsylvania Polka Sate >. ..... Shapiro le ecst ke 12 
Three Dreams—**Powers Girl’ eu ..+.- Remick i, bees 12 
“I'm Getting Tired So I Can Sleep........... Army Rai Eh eh il 
Yesterday’s Gardenias DW wt a aeas aes See Mayfair .ssvcs...ccssos 11 
|It Can't Be Wrong—i#‘Now Voyager’ . Harms aa ctege 10 
Praise the Lord and Pass Ammunition........ PRINGUS Vectors scone wile 10 
eee SUE by Lawoans hace 6 fake dbka swell BMI a ae ane” 
Street OE errs. Sou eat ech che es can ketene Miller aes as ee 10 
Velvet Moon ded aoa eas ater ahi tah ry a Witmark . 10 
Dearly Beloved—**You Were Never Lovelier’, RETR Fa se ea iewneine 9 
Rit? BEA) SIOOTOY. cic oss wetns tpaadosuckeaenis A oe ee 9 
I Wish I Wish I Wish .. Marks ahve 9 
I Just Ki d Your Picture Goodnigh ..Crawford .... rn ae 
Can't Get Out of Mood—i‘Seven Days Leave’, .Southern ,... a nk ae one 
Manhattan Serenade OS ble aa Maen ED, 5 Saute cus Sa caa, Oe 
ane Steam Is on the Beam.......<<.séieiccn. ag OS 
Take It From There . ‘Miller Pee ee eae a 
| Winter Wonderland _.. BVC Da ae andor Oe 
Rosie the Riveter Paramount + oe ke 7 
Santa Claus Is Coming to Town Feist eee i 
pabble-€e Babble-0 ......cciicccccccccceae World b 
Daybreak ‘Pvt. Miss Jone : wr "Bei ae eee ey rn ee a 
{ Get Neck of Chicken—?7‘Seven Days’ Leave’..Southern ....... s 6 
[There'll Never Be Another You—7‘Iceland’.,., Morris .......... oe 
*This Is the Army, Mr. Jones........ Army fia 9 
Weep No More My Lady - OPeey TIOS.. .isicccces 6 
As Time Goes By i errr er rer. 
3lue Skie + “PRtencem 5 
Over There—‘Yankee Doodle Dandy ... Feist D 
Paradise Valley Atlas " 3 


Warren | 


litigant | 


tFilmusical, 


Phil Ohman and Foster 


Carling | 


*‘This Is the Army’ publishing -subsid, 


Hadi King and Jack Norberto 


cleffed ‘Lullaby of the Herd’ for |cleffed a new war song, ‘Keep "Em 


Harry Sherman's ‘Meet John Bonni- 


Happy.’ for printing by Memorie 


Publishing Co 
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ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 


799 Seventh Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


For the New Year -Two New Hits for Your Programe! 


“SMOONLIGHT MOOD 


Lyric by Harold Adamson 


<=) DONT G 


Lyric by Bob Russell 


Music by Peter De Rose 


ET AROUND MUCH ANYMORE 


Music by Duke Ellington 





Murray Baker, Prof. Mgr. 
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Boston Indictments Near 





First indictments in connection with probe of Cocoanut Grove dis- 
aster which took 488 lives Nov. 28 expected early next week. 

District Attorney William J. Foley said Suffolk county grand jury 
was continuing hearings this week and that court will probably re- 


ceive indictments next Monday. 





John Steinberg 
Veteran Pre - Prohibitionist 
Host Takes Us 


“From Reisenweber’s to 
Post-Volsteadiam” 


Boston, Dec. 29. 


an Added Feature in 














Indiana Tightens Fire Restrictions 
In Niteries; Pittsburgh Curbs Set f 


+ VARIETY 


A. 


‘Show Business 


At War’ 


theme of the 


37th Anniversary Number 





Indianapolis, Dec. 29. 
With holiday crowds and decora- 
tions complicating fire hazards, state 
and lecal fire prevention officials 
have worked out an agreement with 
the Indiana Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission whereby the office of 





Clem Smith, state fire marshal, must 
approve all permits for dancing in | 
places where liquor is sold. 

In past, the liquor control board 


local authorities alone to check fire | 


the fire marshal to investigate places 
already holding permits. They are | 


cease 1h ide hae eee with | te unit will be the Slate Brothers, 
hazards. it als as arrang | Nan 


probing especially on building exits, .t 


ais ace, wiring, heating systems } 
aisle sp ace, ng he iting syste with Feet 
and ‘poor housekeeping’—the accu- | 


mulation of trash and inflammable 
material. Many operators of liquor- 
dance spots are removing hazards 
voluntarily, Pat Hyland, chief inves- 
tigator for the fire marshal’s office, 
said. 

Chief Bernard Lynch, of Indian- 
apolis division of fire prevention, has 
distributed 1,500 bulletins giving de- 
tailed fire prevention measures in 
all public gathering places of the | 
city. Fire Chief Harry Fulmer called | 
on citizens to keep their heads in 
‘ying ‘one person 





case of danger, 
screaming ‘fire’ can cause a 
resulting in the less of hundreds of 
lives that might be saved otherwise.’ 

St. Joseph county officials closed 
the Whitesell dancehall on U. S. 20, 
near South Bend, when an inspector 
termed it a ‘tire trap.” Two skating 
rinks in St. Joseph county also have 
been closed since the Boston night 
club fire. 


Pitt's Yacht Club Adjusts 
Pittsburgh, Dec. 29 

Town's leading night spot, the 

Yacht Club, which is owned jointly 

by Sol Heller and his brother, Lit- 


tle Jackie Heller, vaude and radio 
singer, was ordered last week by 
Safety Director George E. A. Fair- 


ley to cut its 600 
in half until a 
exit is built. 
limiting cafe to 300 customers until 
added safety precaution is _ built 

an outgrowth of Fairley 


seating capacity 
second gangplank 


came as 


Investigations 


folloWin#? Boston’: 
Cecoanut Grove fire 
VW 1 . 
Yacht Club over weekend wa: 


trying to rush work on the new 
Saagplank in order to get its full 
Capacity for New Year’s Eve, but 
some doubt as to whether 
Management could make it 

Fairley announced in conjunction 
with the order that a list of many 
more smaller clubs, cafes and res- 
taurants would be submitted to city 
council 


there was 


Majority of the complaints were 
against ‘dirty housekeeping’ which 
had blocked doors and exits. 
Lima, O., Niteries Cited 
Lima, O., Dec. 29 

c Ss a . ; 

Seriou hre hazard were found l 
€ach of the 20 or more night club 
‘ 4 . ] 
ana avernes n Lima [> . inspected 
recently, a report to Mayor Frank 
McClain revealed In a majority of 
+} ! : : 
trie piaces, emergency exit are 
equipped improperly. In no place 
were 


emergency exits marked prop- 
Hazardous heating facilities 
also were found, the report said, 


erly. 


Rappaport Honored For 
Aiding Soldier Morale 


Izzy Rappaport, 


operator of the 
H Pppoarome, 


Baltimore, was paid 
signal honor Sunday (27) at Fort 
Meade, Baltimore, when the recruit 


reception center figured in a ‘Hippo- 
drome Day’ dedication. Colonel] Ed- 
ward J. Redmann, commanding of- 
ficer, paid tribute to Rappaport for 
contributing greaily to the morale 
Of new soldiers by sending bands 
and shows to the fort. ig 

A plaque was 
Port by Col, 


presented 
Redmann 


Rappa- 


panic |here, will be 


| 
| 


| 


iwill use reserved seats. 


immediately, and that the | 


lnight show at both the houses, one | Thomson, 


ithere for the day—the fourth 


}Start their marathon. 
Action of Fairley in| 














lalorstate Sets Tab 
‘Scandals,’ Rose Unit 4 AS SHOWDOWN 
rn tert sen oe | TT ON 


White’s Scandals will play cities 


jon the Interstate Circuit beginning 
{March 12, the opening date being 
lin Fort Worth. Next stop will be | 


3 ‘ " _ ite ‘ely J | 
has issued the permits, relying on | najjas 


on March 18. Included in 


Rae, & Mrs. Waterfall. | The Associated Actors and Artistes 

Interstate has’ also booked the |of America, according to a member 
Billy Rose nitery show, ‘Mrs. Astor’s|of its international board, regards 
Pet Horse,’ for the cites on its route,|Arthur Wirtz’s insistence on nego- 
Worth on the opening |tiating a contract only with Kenneth 








date for Jan. 8. Thomson as ‘diliatory tactics’ and is 
—— $$ $$—_____—_ determined to have a showdown this 
i week. A committee composed of 
Doubling on the Hoof Paul Turner and Walter Greaza will 
meet this week with Thomson in 
New York and decide on final action 
+, 6 ’ 

In Detroit Eve Shows for ice shows being produced by 

him and Sonja Henie. 
Cy oa Dullzell is executive secretary of 
The same policy as last New |A’s counsel, Miss Marston is New 
Year’s, which found the stage show | York representative of the Screen 
bicycling between two loop houses | Actors Guild, Greaza is acting ad- 


Paul Dullzell, Florence Marston, 
For Inkspots, Millinder 
against Wirtz’s standoff on contracts 
Detroit, Dec. 29. | Actors Equity, Turner is the Four 
followed again this |ministrator of the American Guild 


year. of Variety Artists and Thomson is 

Catching a double-header stage | executive secretary of Screen Actors 
how or what might be called |Guild. Wirtz’s insistence on negoti- 
double-featuring at two houses will |ating only with Thomson purported- 
be the 4,000-seat Michigan and the |ly stems from his unhappy past ex- 
2,800-seat Broadway Capitol. The | periences in negotiating with other 


former has booked in for the week | Four A’s execs, 

The Ink Spots and Lucky Millinder’s| Wirtz’s rejection of a call to a con- 
band. They will provide the mid-|fab in. Chicago on Jan. 2 with 
Greaza and Turner 





|oddity being that the bigger theatre | brought the showdown order. The 


will not follow a reserved seat policy | Four A’s-Wirtz situation has, in re- 
while the smaller house of the chain|cent weeks, assumed comic-opera 
{proportions with the ice show pro- 
It won't be as tough for the acts|ducer politely insisting on dealing 
as it sounds since the Michigan will | only with the Screen Actors Guild 
not start its stage show until 7 p.m. {executive and the Four A’s just as 
and there will only be three shows | politely reiterating that Greaza and 
: be- | Turner had been assigned to sit 
mile away when the acts | with Thomson and negotiate a con- 
tract. 


ing half ¢ 





‘knows now that the mayor wasn’t] now hit has been 
|kidding when he warned him that 





Blackouts’ Backer Enjoys Dividends 
Of Show Biz, Gives Up Law Practice 


vv 





Cleveland, Dec. 29. 


Peoria Sours on Sweet, As the main backer of Ken Mure 
. ray’s ‘Blackouts of 1942,’ two-a-dayer 

Used Too Much Paprika now in its 30th week at the El Capi- 
nape tan, Hollywood, Dave Siegel’s first 

flyer in the theatrical biz is paying 
off such juicy dividends that he has 
given up his Cleveland law practice. 
Angel of the 


Peoria, Ill., Dec. 29. 
Sammy Sweet, former emcee at 


the Talk of the Town Club here, sunet-vandetun. 


a successful ate 
torney here for 16 years, but he says 
his work was smelling up the town./that he never hit a bonanza like 
Sweet was literally run out of town | ‘Blackouts’ before. Siegel, who sup- 
after a final warning that his use |Plied half the capital, takes care of 
of vulgarity at the nitery must the legal details, contracts, payroll 
cease. and finances. Murray emcees the 
Ignoring repeated warnings, the show, books the acts and splits the 
situation got so bad that the mayor profits. 
dispatched chief of police Wom- It’s an ideal partnership, said the 
bacher to inform the management |lawyer-promoter, who is satisfied to 
that Sweet must be cancelled or its | have Murray handle the entire the- 
license would be revoked. Sweet |atrical end of the deal. Only time 
was further barred from playing any |he stuck his finger into it was when 
spot in Peoria. he tried to book a couple of acts 
Sweet is suing the cafe for breach | fr. the show. But both flopped in 
of contract. He was booked for 10 their tryouts to his chagrin. 
weeks at $100 a week, but was only| Siegel offered ‘Blackouts’ to 
allowed to play three weeks. This|recreation division of the war de- 
is the second time his actions have |Ppartment as a unit to entertain 
caused trouble. Four months ago |S0ldiers overseas, but he hasn’t re- 
the Chicago local of the American |ceived an okay yet. Intention was 
Guild of Variety Artists found him |for Murray, Marie Wilsen and Gene 
guilty of conduct unbecoming a per-|Austin to donate their services, 
former while playing the same club. while the backer would pay salaries 
Latter rebooked him with the cur- | Of the rest of the cast. 
rent results. Although he has several nibbles 
- from Broadway bookers, both Siegel 
and Murray say they haven't any 
Greaza Stays Awhile intention of taking show to New 
York. After closing on the Coast, 
. > where it opened June 24, there's 
With AGVA to Assist strong possibilities that ‘Blackouts’ 
5 may be condensed for a vaude tour, 
Shelvey’s Takeover possiviy on RKO time 
Mich. Collegians Must 
Show Certification Of 
. . 
Age for Cafe Drinking 








Walter Greaza, recently replaced 
by Matt Shelvey as prexy of the 
American Guild of Variety Artists, 
will remain on the AGVA payroll 
for the first six to eight weeks of 
Shelvey’s tenure. The idea is to 
facilitate Shelvey’s takeover. 

No starting date has been set for 
Shelvey’s arrival in New York al- Detroit, Dec. 29. 
though the Associated Actors and Michigan's college kids, just like 
Artistes of America has received his | those in the draft, are going to have 
acceptance of the post. Understood to flash registration cards if they 
he will head for New York just as want to get served in the State's 
soon as his replacement, as national night clubs and taverns. 
representative of the AGVA Frisco The Selective Service principle 
office, is set. was applied to the collegians in 

aS these parts on ruling of the State 

Paul Flory, former actor, fT€-|[Tiquor Control Commission after 
elected president of Canton (O.)| several spots in Ann Arbor, fre- 
Showman’s Club, Inc. quented by University of Michigan 














a students, were shuttered for serving 

















to minors. Girls as well as boys are 
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4} SS who had a heavy 
that they had no way of combing 


37th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER 
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USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 


Reservations and Copy May Be Wired to Any 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 





| going to have to carry registration 
cards. 
lament of the club 


young trade was 


owners 


through a horde of young fry trying 
to figure out which ones were on the 


9 9 safe side. The way the collegians 
dress—all alike—they couldn't tell a 
minor from a major 


However, the State suspended li- 
censes of the Pretzel Bell and Clin- 
ton Starbuck’s tavern while it worked 
out the new regulation on minors’ 
All collegians will 
they order, a 
contains 


| registration card 
have to show, when 
registration card whicl 


their age and picture 


} 


University of Michigan alumni had 
joined the nitery men in urging the 
lifting of the indefinite suspension 
on the pot vith the tatement, 
Ur iversity ol Mi higan 1 ents are 

i¢ fron ce t te ( ist as peer 

neKe 


JIMMY RAE ESCAPES 
DEATH IN PLANE CRASH 


| 

| 

| 
Pittsburgh, Dee. 29. 

i 

Jimmy Rae, knockabout acrobatie 
| comedian, had a narrow escape from 
|death last week when his plane 
la . ; < jel ‘ it 5 i) 

| cracked up in a field about 15 miles 
|from here. Rae, who was laying off 


Special Exploitation Advantages | tric soot me et 


enough hours in the air to qualify 
| for a private pilot's license, miracu- 
|lously escaped without any injuries 
|although his ship was practically 
demolished. 
He planned to remain around here, 
| perhaps picking up a few club dates 
in the territory, until the plane was 
LONDON sufficiently repaired to fiy again, Rae 
afl | had just closed a nitery engagement 
8 St. Martin's Pl. | in Boston and only a few weeks ago 
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Tibbett Sets Aid o 
In Fight Vs. 


Lawrence T 
the committee appointed by the As- 


bbett, chairman of 


sociated Actoi and Artistes of 
America to negotiate settlement of 
the American Guild of Variety 
Artists dispute with the Leon & 
Pddie’s nitery in New York, will 
meet this week with William Fein- 
berg, secretary of the New York 
musicia’s local, to arrange for more 
decisive action. Understood this 
will probably consist of formal ap- 
proval, by the theatrical crafts 
combine, of the Four A’s compro- 


mise contract, after which all of the 
crafts are expected to support the 
Four A's action against the 
@lub 
The 


uniair 


stemmed from the 
nitery’s reluctance to sign a@ new 
pact, calling for increased mini- 
mums, with AGVA, a Four A’s af- 
filiate. Following the original Four 
A’s unfair action the dispute was 
handicapped by the theatrical crafts 
decision that the new proposed con- 
tract was too steep. Since then the 
Four A’s had modified its proposals 
and, with the club stili unresponsive, 
the performer union contacted the 
musicians and arranged for their 
support 


dispute 





Phil Kaye Draft ‘Evasion’ 


Trial Slated for Jan. 4 


According to Dave Schooler of 





USO-Camp shows, Inc., who last 
week advised ‘Variety’ that the 
charges of draft board evasion 
against actor Phil Kaye had been 


dismissed, his information came from 
the chief clerk of Kaye's local draft 
board in Union City, N. J. The re- 
port this week is that no hearing 
was held. 

Kaye, working in a Camp Shows 
tabloid unit, had been arrested by 
the FBI in Philadelphia on charges 
filed by the draft board. Camp 
Shows had provided Kaye with a 
eharacter reference. 

Since news of the dropping of the 
charges against Kaye, which ‘sur- 

rised’ the U. §S. Commissioner in 

hiladelphia who had postponed the 

case te Monday (4), Kaye’s draft 
board has notified Camp Shows that 
Kaye would be inducted by the 
Army within 10 days. 

Wanda Bigley, who used to have 
her own strolling unit at William 
Penn hotel's Continental Bar, Pitts- 
burgh there again, but as 
accordionist for Billy Catizone’s 
foursome. Her own unit broke up 
couple of months back with enlist- 
ment of her husband, Harry Bigley, 
in the Navy 


back 


Piccolo Pete band set for new Nut 
House in downtown Pittsburgh when 
it opens next week. He was at high- 


f Crafts Combo 


| 
aN ; i y 10tion 
Leon-Eddie’s Nitery j::2's.c%. 23: 
niall 





’™ 
+ 
| 
| 
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Sedano, Former Dancer, 
Found Drowned in Fila. 


Body of George C. Sedano, 49, one- 
time of dance team of Elizabeth 
Brown & Sedano, was found last 
week off Miami by Coast Guardsmen 
patrolling the area by boat. 

Sedano and a companion, Benja- 
min G. Brinkman, 55, of Louisville, 
Ky., had been missing a week after 
setting out on a fishing trip. Brink- 
man’s body first was discovered by 
aerial searchers while a search by 
the Coast Cuardsmen yielded Se- 
dano’s body several hours later. 
Brinkman’s body bore head wound, 
but Navy and Coast Guard intelli- 
gence officers offered no theory of 
violence. 


NABE VAUDE ON 
UPBEAT IN 
DETROIT 


Detroit, Dec. 29. 
With the first-run film houses 
here still to put in stage 
shows, despite the big spending in 





hesitant 


the town, the nabes continue to 
build up. 
Most typical case is that of the 


Krim theatre, six miles out from the 
loop in North Detroit, which started 
off a 
radio 


month ago booking in local 


such an initial 
‘Tim Doolitte and His Gang,’ 
Mich- 
igan out of a local radio station, the 
theatre 
expensive policy. 


names. From 


start as 


which has barnstormed in 


has worked up to a more 


For the Christmas weekend the 
house put in Bob Chester and his 
band for a three-day spot. House 


also has gone to matinee use of the 





big bands and has inked in for suc- 
| cessive dates Henry Busse, Frankie 
| Masters, Bob Strong, Chico Marx 
pow everal others 


The Krim’s experiment is being 
watched carefully by other large 
| nabes which figure the time is ripe 
i for cashing in 
vaudeville gas fra- 
tioning being a weighty factor to put 
them out in front by offering ‘more 
than you get downtown.’ 


long dearth of 


with 


1 
on tne 


aowntown 





Yates’ threesome 
Charlie Carter, violin, 
Azzaro, accordionist) has re- 
to the Music Bar, Pittsburgh, 


Billy 
the guitar, 
and Al 
turned 


(Yates on 

















way Nut House when it closed lust |for second engagement there in as 
month on account of gas rationing. many months 
SS —— ——— 
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956 Zero Hour 


——— Continued from page 3 





picture com- 
ago have re- 
ed unanswerea. 
$1,700-a-Week? 


| In cases of producers, di- 
jrect rs and writers currently in the 
1$70,000 to $85,000-$90,000 brackets, 
junder 40 or 42-week contracts, it 
likely that studios will en- 


actors, 


appears 


| deavor to establish a pro rata week- 


| ly salary basis of around $1,700. 
Screen Actors Guild officials are 
prepared to oppose a pro rata sal- 


ary plan, but there is a likelihood 
that many performers would be 
willing to play along with the 
studios in cases (working the full 
period contracted for) where the 


salary difference after figuring taxes 
would not be great. Where larger 
salary and/or percentage deals are 
involved, and in the case of free- 
lancers commanding $75,000 or more 


ceiling. 
Some possibility exists of a test 
case emerging should a studio, hav- 


$250,000 for several pictures, seek to 
retain the services of the 
for the full number of pictures at 
the $67,200 maximum salary al- 
lowed under the law. 


Thomson East for 
Kenneth Thomson, executive 
secretary of the Screen Actors 
Guild, is heading east. First stop 
will be Washington, where he will 
huddle with Government execs, pre- 
sumably on interpretations of the 
Wage Stabilization rulings. 
| Then he is expected in New York 
| where the Associated Actors and 


Parleys 
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fidence among studio toppers that 
the same number of appearances 
can be secured under the income} 


} 


per picture, there is no great con- | 


| 


ing contracted to pay a star say | 








} 


| Artistes of America are awaiting his | 


; arrival to proceed with the prob- 
|lem of negotiating a contract with 
{the Arthur Wirtz ice shows. 


‘Proof Thru Night’| 














— Continued from page 1 


she resorted to dope to alleviate 
pain as the result of an injury. 


play reader. Originally 
was changed 
Author also staged the play 
brought a flock of sound effects ap- 
paratus from the Coast. Most of the 
effects are on records, the turntables 
being placed in boxes on either side 
of the house. That peculiarly calls 











for a stage manager to be in the 
| front of the house, which is said to 
have been insisted upon by Ken- 
ward. Why the equipment was not 


author's insistence that the opera- 
| tors have full vision of the action. 


New Act 











takeoffs or impressions on the sam 


premise. One show how different 


| Folies 


laver | D8 night, with civilian population, 
player | for the first time in night clubs this 
season, outnumbering the Army and 





Latin Quarter, Miami 


Miami, Dec. 22. 

‘Folies D’Amour,’ with Lou 
Walters, Helen Carroll, Jacqueline 
Mignac, Stanley Twins, Gypsy Ab- 
bott and Mazzone Dancers, Herrara, 
Joan Stanley, June Gruwell, 3 
Shades of Blue, John & Elizabeth 
Chadwick, Jane Wood & Douglas 
Sylvan, Carol King, Bob Fuller 
Sextet, Wally Wanger Girls. Latin 
Quarter Lovelies, Manny Gates Orch. 


Lou Walters opened the Latin} 
Quarter on Palm Island last night 
(21) with the Miami version of 
D'Amour,’ the revue that 
was so successful at Walters’ Latin 
Quarter in New York. It’s by far 
the most extravagant production 
Miami has seen in night clubs this 


| Maya 





season, and the opening night audi- |} 
ence showed its approval 
Prior to the opening in Miami the 


|revue stopped over in Jacksonville 
for five performances in two days | 
at the Naval Air Station As an 
added attraction, Walters had | 
Jimmy Durante, who came down 
from New York especially for this | 
occasion and then returned im-| 


mediately 
Nitery was filled to capacity open- | 


Navy about 10 to 1. 

‘Folies D'Amour’ is a revue in 
two acts and 14 scenes. Show opens 
with traditional song, ‘The Latin 
Quarter,’ sung by Helen Carroll, and 
then goes into an opening can-can 
dance which introduces the eye- 
filing line. In midst of number, 
Jacqueline Mignac contributes her 
high kicks. The Bob Fuller Sextet, 
group of neat-appearing young men, 





| whose versatility includes dancing 
| with the line and later singing in 
the background, gives the opening 
an added lift, and the Stanley | 
Twins top off this number with a 
series of acrobatic steps while the 
line is dancing. Entire opening is 
well staged, exciting and sets the 
|mood and pace of the show. 

Scene two is ‘Montmartre Mad-}| 
ness,” presenting the Gypsy Abbott} 


and Mazzone dancers, Apache group} 


who were big favorites also at the 
Latin Quarter in New York. Theit 
ifurious knockabout is still sure- 


All-femme cast play was written | 
about two years ago by Allan R. 
Kenward, who was a Hollywood 


| 


| 
| 


spotted backstage is explained by the | 


the locale | country, Herrara, who sings ‘I Wani 

was somewhere in England, which|My Mammy’ and ‘South American 

to that of Bataan. | way’ 
| Was 


and/his first American exit to mild ap- 
| plaus, 


fire. 

Scene three is a specialty spot for 
the Stanleys who, while smoking | 
cigarets, do a series of acrabatics 
to strong applause. Scene four in- 
troes for the first appearance in this 


Just didn’t click and made 


Jacqueline 
smooth acro 


Mignac on 
dancing. 


next 
with 

Scene billed as ‘Phantasie Bleu et 
Blanc’ introduces several acts for 
individual spots. Miss Carrol vocals | 


while the ‘Ladies in Waiting’ and 
‘Chevaliei parade Joan Stanley 
does a swing toe dance. and June 
Gruwell solos with a tap number. 
The Three Shades of Blue, Char- 
lotte LaVelle, Lynette Brown and 
| Francine Warner, then go through} 
mocdernistic terps. John and Eliza- | 


beth Chadwich, ballroom team. dis- 


play the same rhythmic grace that | 
made them a hit at the Latin quar- | 
ter in ~“"ew York 

After short intermission of cus- 
| tomer dancing, act two opens with| 
| production number, ‘The Bridal | 
Waltz.’ Wally Wanger Girls dance | 
as bridesmaids, the Bob Fuller Sex- | 
tet as ushers, and the Chawicks| 
return to dance. 

Stanley Twins are effective in 


} 


| ELISSA LANDI 
Impressions, 

10 Mins. 
Casbah, N. Y. 

New supper. club introduces 
| Bites Landi, from screen and stage 
and also quondam novelist—to the 
| niteries A good booking on name | 

values, M Landi brings with he 
; an h strionic artistr which 

| better pacing for the cafe le 

| She does two basic numbers, but 
| both are of the same pattern, i. ¢ 
} 


actresses would read 
scene, The second, 


contrasts the 


the same love 


and last, numbe1 


eiopement styles, circa 


1600, 1860, 1913 and 1942. 

_ Both manifest good writing and 
intelligent interpretations, but 
they’re not the best bet for the 


saloon trade, because after all that’s 
what this is. Not that the diners 
aren't attentive, but it’s their passive 
attention which is the more discon- 
certing. Withal, Miss Landi is more 
Ruth Draper than Shiela Barrett: 
more concert platform or _ parlor 
entertainment than nite club. 

The American tyro, the 
girl, the Viennese actress and the 
rank amateur, all doing the same 
love passage, with different intona- 
tions, should be cut 50% for best ef- 
fect. What follows is also in the 
same idiom, i. e. the romantic gals, 
on the eve of elopement, in four dif- 
ferent time periods. Once planted, 
the progression is obvious. 

None the less, Miss Landi brings a 
class style and manner into the sup- 
per clubs. Now if she would only 
bring some classier material! 

Abe! 


English 





‘Dance of 
in second 


the Shadows.’ 
appearance 


Herrara, 
gives an im 


pression of a Brazilian Gypsy Rose 
Lee, with a special song extolling 
the virtue of strip teasing. ‘She‘ 
finally removes a wig to reveal that 
he is a he Act i cleve) but 
Herrara handicapped by first ap- 


pearance. If he had come out in one 
spot, done } Carmen Miranda and 
|then the Brazilfian strip tease. he 
would have been a much bigger hit, | 
and could easily become the out- | 
standing novelty of the ‘Folies 





D'Amour.’ 

Carol King ballerina, next dances 
to the ‘Blue Danube.’ 
showmanship. Audience 
see more of her. Next on is Fuller 
Sextet. led by Jane Wood and 
Douglas Sylvan in singing specialty. 
First number is dedicated to the 
late George M. Cohan 

A stirring opener and the group 
did justice to the songs. Strong ap- 
plause greeted singing and patriotic 
medley was a fitting prolog to the 
finale that followed. . 

Final number starts with Wallv 
Wanger Girls as Drum Corps Cadets 
beating martial rhythm on drums 
and parading around floor in various | 
formations. Lynette Brown as 
majoret handles baton with a series 
of tricky twirls. The entire com- 
pany marches on, carrying colorful | 
flags shining in dim lighting. It’s | 
| spectacular and deeply impressed | 
| the audience : 
' Lou Walters 


displaying | 
wanted to 








has the 


opened 


| class atmosphere, mi. 


Miami season with a show that wil] 
give impetus to the night life of this 
military area. It's a show that 
Army, Navy, civilians and military 
alike will go for in a big way ; 
Manny Gates and his orchestra 
supply the music, and an extra bow 
goes to Dave Lester, who was called 
in at the iast moment to direct 
Bil, 


CASBAH, N. Y. 


Elissa Land@i, 
Orch (8): 
minimum, 


Elsie Houston, Don 
$3.50 dinner, $2.50 


Situated on Central Park South. in 
the Hotel Navario, the New Casbah 
for the first time, has a real chance 
to click. It’s in a currently popular 
idiom, North African (Tunisian 


| French), decor by Franklyn Hughes 


who has done well with other smart 
boites, and under a= distinguished 
style of operation, bossed by Max 
Cassvan. Latter hus been identified 
with many popular French spots, 
familiar to the pre-war international 
set, such as Le Perroauet, El Garon, 
Hungaria and Lido, in Paris: the 
Casino St. Maxim and Juan Les Pins 
on the French Riviera; Le Palais de 


|} la Mediterrane, in Nice; and La Bon- 


boniera, *ome. 
The Casah 
Manhattan a 


midtown 
nostalgic 
‘shed by superb 
cuisine (chef from the Belgian Pavi- 
lien of the N. Y. World’s Fair) 

Shortcoming is the divertissment 
which, however, is adequate, albeit 
not as distinguished as the environ- 
ment. The Don Maya band (8) is 
OK, and Paul! Taubman at the Nova- 
chord makes with the musical inter- 
ludes in more than satisfactory man- 
ner. 

Elissa Landi brings a quasi-name 
(New Acts) to supper clubs, but re- 
quires punching up. Elsie Houston, 
the Brazilian songstress, long stand- 
ard at Le Ruban Bleu, and later the 
Rainbow Room, is the topper-offer 
with her Fortuguese conceits. For 
the $3.50 dinner minimum, however, 
it’s an excellent buy on food and at- 
mosphere values alone Abe! 


brings to 
cv. *Tful and 


CAFE ROUGE, N. Y. 


(PENNSYLVANIA HUOTEL) 
Chariie Spivak Orch (16) with 
Gury Stevens, June Hutton, Star- 
dusters (4): no ritninmium, cove ibe 


weekdays, $1 weekends 


Considerably more popular since it 
was here last, Charlie Spivak’s or- 
chestra has also improved its musi- 
cal stature to a point where it’s now 
a fine band from any angle For 
som time after the band was formed 
a couple years ago it pleved like a 
comer in ae ballad’ groove, but 
couldn't quite coordinate itself in up 


tempo Happily, that failing he® 
been corrected, along with minor 
musical weaknesses, and the outfit 
now stands out in bold relief from 
| the class of bands just below the top 
bracket, needing only a nudge ‘o 
proiect it among those 

Tnis band, like the majority® of 


really outstanding combos, is pegged 
on the ability of its leader. Spivak 
plays trumpet, and he’s a master of 


the instrument He confines his 
soloing, wisely, to slower tempo de- 
liveries like ‘White Christmas,’ on 
which he does an outstanding job, 


When he first started to receive 
recognition, Spivak did virtually all 


his soloing muted: gradually he 
shifted more and more to open 
‘trumpet until the muted jobs are 
few and far between 
As a unit. Spivak’s band 

prised of five sax, three trumpet 
(four with leader), three trombone: 
and four rhythm, now plays witl 
excellent ensemble fee} Brass and 
Sax sections are full and toneful, 
but it’s the rhythm that becomes 
immediately noticeable because of 
past performance It now sparks 


the whole with a 
rounded beat 
definite 


teady, solid and 
That it appeals in a 
way to youngster 
parent the night caught. 
jammed with them 

Gary Stevens is back again on vo- 
cals, until the Army Air Corps calls 


W ap 
Room was 


|him for training, and he’s doing his 


usually excellent job. June Huiton 
is also an asset on rhythm lyrics, 
while the two, plus three other boys, 
form the Stardusters, a likeable 
group. Wood 


Union Reelects Dailey 





Frank Dailey, owner of Meadow- 
brook, Cedar Grove, N. J., was re- 
elected to the executive board of 
local 16, Newark N. J., arm of the 
American Federation of Musicians 
Kt: also won reappointment as ® 
the national AFM con- 


delegate to 
vention. 


It’s ‘his second year in both jobs 


ee 
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ELLA FITZGERALD AND THE 4 KEYS 


the great new instrumental group 


| OPENING AT LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
THURSDAY, DEC. 31 


Featured on Blue Network, Sundays 8:15-8:30 P. M., ELW.T. 





Personal Management GALE, Inc., 48 W. 48th Street, New York 
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Equity Data on Increased Costs 
f Living to Serve As Basis For jj si sisi. “ibesctviee 
Increased Pay Demands to Mgrs, |..." 








Mrs. W. 


Averell Harriman 
Tells About Mrs. Bob Sherwood, 


Berlin, Miss’ Whitney 





and others’ efforts in ‘Ship 


| 

' 

| 

Bourne 

if Service’ War Work. 





Data on boosted rates out of town 
has been compiled by Equity and, 
in connection with the general raise 
in the cost of living, will be the 
for demands upon manager: 


basis ; 

for additional compensation to ac- 
tors Hluddles on the subject are due 
soon. There is a provision in the 


basic agreement between the asso- 
ciation and the League of New York 
Theatres which would open the way 
for either increasing the minimum 
pay of $50 weekly or allowing play- 
ers an increase above their con- 
tracted salaries should living costs 
go up 15‘) or more, as has hap- 
pened, from the level at the time 
the pact was signed. 

Meantime Equity is obtaining a 
complete list of the more reasonable 
hotels, boarding houses and restau- 
rants out of town, with the assis- 
tance of the Travelers’ Aid Society. 

Difficulty in geiting lving quar- 
ters has been reported continuously, 
and where hotel rooms are to be had 
the rates are so high that actors, 
especially those receiving compara- 
tively modest salaries, are appre- 
hensive. They say that after paying 
for hotels and meals they virtually 
owe themselves money. Engage- 
ments in stands that are war cen- 
ters with over-crowded populations 
are the toughest for visiting profes- 
sionals, nor do other travelers find 
it easy to secure accommodations. 

Reports from players in USO 
camp shows are descriptive of hard- 
ships, particularly on the transpor- 
tation end. Most jumps are made in 
day coaches, with the actors sitting 
up and getting catnaps through the 
night. Recently some players were 
unable to find seats in the coaches 
and sat on their suitcases in the 
crowded cars Understood that the 
increase in the number of soldiers 
on furlough for the holidays ac- 
counts for the over-capacity trains. 

There were no special complaints 
in the letters from USO outfits on 
travel conditions, because they were 
aware that going wouldn't be easy 
when they accepted the jobs. 


Author Sues Max Malin 
For $25,000, Charges 
N. Y. Contract Breach 


Charging breach of contract and 
interference with continued opera- 
tion of s play, David Millman, | 
author of The Last Generation’, 
which folded Dec. 17 after two per- 
form. ( at ie Malin Studio on 
West 44th street, N. Y., has brought 
suit in N. Y. Supreme Court for 
$25,000 damages against Max Malin, 
Studio owner 

Millman claims he and Malin 
pacted an agreement to organize the 


M. & M. Repertory Co., a co-op ven- 
ture enlisting a group of young 
Broadway hopefuls, to produce three 
plays. Contract was to run a year, 


with ‘Generation’ as curtain raiser | 


to be followcd by another Millman 


play. ‘Welcome Home Ulysses’, and | 


“Merry Ghost from 
Shakespearean comed: 
Millman claims Malir 
show Dlavyed two night to fair biz, 
backed dow 
Leo Shull fox production of ‘Dracula’ 
at studio. Also claims that venture 
cost 


Stratford’ 


ay 


n and inked pact with 


him coin that should have been 
paid by Malin as business manager, 
including hiring of two union stage- 
hands and boxoffice man 

Millman, particularly incensed 
because cast, which included Robert 
Kibbee, son of Guy Kibbee, the film 


actor, had rehearsed for five weeks | 
and had looked upon the co-op 
venture as a stepping stone to bigger | 


things, 


SHUBERTS LOSE TIX 


BAR-OUT TEST CASE 


Supreme Court decision upholding | 


the state law guaranteeing holders 
of theatre tickets admission to the 
Performance was reaffirmed yester- 
a, (Tuesday) by the Appellate 
Vision, in Albany. Appeal, brought 
by the Shuberts, to reverse the lower 
se ruling, was turned down. 
=" . as brought in the autumn of 
‘nN Hudson Falls, N. Y¥., by 
(Continued n page 45) ‘ 
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odgliyel 4 Tix for Price of What | 
1 Cost Last Year Is Nifty 


Sith A nniversary Number 

of ‘ . 9. 
. . ; la | 

| STETY Pulled for N. Y. ‘Claud | 


A. L. Bertman, civilian general Something unique in cut-rating 
manager of ‘This Is The Army,’ will B’ Sh Was put across as an experiment by 
go to the Coast next week ahead of Way owmen, ATAM S. Jay Kaufman, company man- 
the show’s arrival there for the pur- ° lager of ‘Claudia.’ at the Forrest, 

Still at Odds on Salary |x0°y2 tat’ week.“ show, which 


pose of possible bookings after the 
John Golden brought back to repeat 


Los Angeles date. Picture on ‘Army’ " 
Raise; Shubert Squabble °» Broadway, an engagement which 


Berman Would Arrange 
More Dates for ‘Army’ 
After Coast Engagement 











is due to start shooting Feb. 1, but 
if that date is set back, ‘Army’ will has been running more than six 
probably be sent to San Francisco |}months, has a reduced top of $1.65. 
in the interim. Dates after the film Broadway showmen and the Asso- | Kaufman tried two for ones at that 
is completed would be arranged if |ciation of Theatrical Agents and |scale for three nights, with the re- 
Washington puts the okay on fur- | Managers have met again to iron out! sult that takings jumped; in short, | 
ther touring of the sensationally suc-|their difficulties over the union’s | g3¢ per ducat 
rc ‘ ] - \y alary TAT 3 +1 > | 
demand for more salary. With Paul | Reasoning was that es ‘Claudie’! 


economic professor at | ea my 
I originally was priced at $3.30, two| 





cessful soldier show. 
Nat Dorfman will also go West to | Brissenden, 
. ryise ‘itv. be > Columbia University, sitting as ar- ts 
supervise publicity, both he and ol et ; a janes for ones at the present $1.65 top 
Berman being volunteers without |bitrator, the dispute was not settled really meant that a patron could 
‘ ° Ail allt Ulle c all 
: >nsé eor 3ass yeorge {and it was hardly an amicable ses- |," ° . , 4 
compensation. — Bas ee Had a ~°""|buy four tickets for the price of 
‘ , arnev Fi ’ ‘ ‘ arr £1ion. ‘ 
ore saree “ offic yrnntloge “ed “Ther were verbal interchange was See Oe em yeer. Stunt 
~ 405 _ > , A > VNC sre rer ? "he cné Ss 
Steinberg, legit boxoffice men wh . pes worked so well that it was nec- 
have handled the ticket sales, will |}between J. J. Shubert and Sidney]... é . eee os 
: ay: A iim pases ier eee Adios essary for cops to be called, it was 
ve ¢ . ] p ast. Oo! m *( se _— AM, Po . : 
accompany ‘Army’ to the Coa , claimed. Frank Goodman, of the 














3oston 


——— ney wante now whether Shu- ‘ 
pd ed to know whether Shu Golden office, handled the two-for- 
leader, who is now in prison, con- 
up, whereupon Prof. Brissenden 
filed by both sides, including not 
« he 2< wuni squabble 
are to the effect that the new It is the longest union squabble 


i y ee pe uae ong Pig 7: one distribution, it being one of 
Yy \ seecsadllgy ny Pea oie - his specialties. Regular half price 
. eorge owne, ormer stagenanas rate applied thereafter. 
victed of extortion. That mixup oc- 
curred when the factions met before 
James W. Fitzpatrick as mediator 
some weeks ago. Showman flared 
said, ‘we'll have no more remarks’ 
| from Shubert. 
Arbitrator ruled that briefs be 
only the pay phase, but changes 9 
Authentic reports from in the contract sought by ATAM. 
‘Something For The Boys,’ at the the managers have had for some 
time. | nines 





Shubert there, is involved in the 
alleged strangle-hold theatre ticket 
situation and that Michael Todd, who 
produced the musical, is the latest 
independent manager to be bothered —-— 
by the Hub agency ‘system.’ Hollywood, Dec. 29. 
As soon as the show won a strong Sir Cedric Hardwicke, currently 
press, tickets for New Year’s Eve|working in ‘The Moon Is Down’ at 


e °9 ° | With eight shows making their 
Sir Cedric S$ Footlighter | first Broadway appearances last 
week and this, list totals 33 shows, 

ia probably the peak number this sea- 
son. Some of the arrivals are in 
the doubtful division, indications 





‘disappeared.’ It is claimed that Her- | 20th-Fox, shoves off for New York being that their expected prompt 
rick’s had the ‘bundle.’ That agency |early next month to star in the} exit will ease up the booking sit-| 
has been reputedly reported under |Jerome Weidman stage piece, ‘All | uation, which approximates a house | 
Shubert direction, though the man-|These Years.’ shortage. 
agers deny this. Play was originally slated for a} 

Todd demanded that at least 80|November start, but 





Anticipated good attendance on | 
Hardwicke’s | Christmas eve proved to be a fact, | 


tickets for choice locations be re-|picture work caused a_postpone- | and from that evening the last half} 
e ’ - ‘ | 
(Continued on page 45) ment. He's co-producer thereof. (Continued on page 44) | 
































1, after initial | 


OUT NEXT WEEK—JAN. 6 | 


} 


USUAL ADVERTISING RATES PREVAIL 








Special Exploitation Advantages 





Reservations and Copy May Be Wired to Any 
Variety Office 


CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph St. 


LONDON 
8 St. Martin’s Pl. 


HOLLYWOOD 


NEW YORK 
1708 No. Vine St. 


‘| 154 W. 46th St. 




















LEGITIMATE 41 _ 


— 


Herk Wins Right to Appeal When 
Sup. Ct. Justice Upholds Contention 
That Jury Should've Seen ‘Wine’ 


| ‘Show Business + 


The way to an appeal of the con- 
viction of I. H. Herk, who got a six 
months sentence, stiffest known on 
Broadway, in the ‘Wine, Women and 
Song’ indecent case, was opened 
Monday (28) when N. Y. Supreme 
‘ourt Justice J. Sidney Bernstein, 
granted a writ of reasonable doubt. 
Herk was released (Tues.) from the 
hospital at Riker’s Island, where he 
had been transferred because of ill- 
ness, under bail of $1,000. Case is 
due to go to the Appellate Division 
of the supreme court and may reaeh 
the Court of Appeals, highest tri- 
bunal in the state. 

Arthur Markewich, attorney for 
the defendant, was upheld in his 
argument that the court had erred 
n not permitting the jury to witness 


| the performance at the theatre (Am- 














Justice Bernstein, in his deci- 
sion, made a particularly not- 
able comment in stating that 
*...the description (of the show) 
cannot equal the performance 
in accuracy and comprehensive- 
ness. It cannot constitute the 
best evidence in the case.’ 

He added that... ‘if there 
were a prosecution for the ex- 
hibition of an obscene motion 
picture, the best evidence would 
be furnished by a showing of the 
picture rather than by its oral 
description.’ 








bassador), where it would have 
seen the actua: evidence, rather 
than a verbal description by wit- 
nesses. He contended that an al- 
leged obscene book, statute or song 
might be examined in court but in 
this instance it was a matter of per- 
formance, which could be properly 
judged only ly seeing the show; and 
it therefore was an unusual case. 
Markewich said, too, that evidence 
was as to body movements and al- 
leged nudity, which should have 
been witnessed in the natural atmos- 
phere of the theatre, not word of 
mouth. 

Justice Bernstein ruled: ‘Whether 
a play is decent or indecent may 
depend upon the reaction of the per- 
son who sees the play in the sur- 
roundings in which it is exhibited. 
There may be a vast difference be- 
tween the bare description in words 
of what has been said or done on the 
stage and in actual view of the per- 


| formance’. 


- = ee ee 7 a ee eee ee Ruling was regarded as important 
* to show business and the Justice in- 
6 6 dicated that Judge Owen W. Bohan 
in General Sessions, erred in refus- 
Show Business = |.222°"" 
performance. “That kind of evidence 
is real evidence,’ he said, ‘whose ad- 
i missibility does not depend upon 
9 9 the discretion of the trial court and 
ar | the refusal to receive it constituted, 
in the opinion of this court, a refusal 
to receive relevant, material and 
important evidence’. 
Prosecutor Sol Gelb contended 
THEME OF THE that if the court had been held in 
the theatre a different show might 
, | have gone on. He opined that a 
37th ANNIVERSARY NUMBER | **)°%0 8. 
| found to be the most objectionable 
| part of ‘Wine’, would not have been 
| shown to a judge and jury as he 
of aw it and that the girl would not 
have done the bumps the same 
maner. Gelb also doubted that 
| Jimmy Savo, also of ‘Wire vould 
| have confined himself to fanning 
RI himself with his hat after embracing 
Margie Hart, the show’s stripper, to 


(Continued on page 44) 


-YURKA CAST TOPPER 


IN COAST BREAK-IN 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. 

Blanche Yurka draws toy billing 
in the Jess Smith production of 
‘The Barber Had Two Sons,’ break- 
ing in New Year's night at the Lo- 
bero in Santa Barbara. Drama is by 
Tom Duggan and James Hogan and 
will play in other coast spots to test 
its possibilities fox 

Cast being directed by Melville 
Burke includes Tutta Rolf, Tom 
Keene, Walter Brooke, Herbert Core 


Broadw ay. 


| thell, Edith Angold, J. Arthur Young, 


Richard O'Connor, Fairfax Burgher, 
Wolfgang Zilzer, Eddy Fields, Ale 
fred Zeisler, Kurt Ste art and 
Anita Ve 


wart enti eee 
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Plays on 


FLARE PATH 


t} .e acts op nté ttilbert AY 
Hent Mil N ) M 
\\ ster t Ss s ” 
t oper D J+ lid 
I IK} M 
{ ss nK 
M Oakes ( 
Sergea M 
YP y I Wh 
F ng O S \lex ly 
Lieut, Tedd rral \ iu ~ 
Patriela Graha : . Nancy Kelly 
Mrs Mille Heler Pickard 
Squadron-Leater Swanson 
Reynolds Denniston 
This is the second English play 


backgrounded by the war and pre- 
sented by Gilbert Miller. 
was first but taken off fast, desp.te 
its London rating. ‘Flare Path’ is 
liked over there, too, but looks doubt- 
ful here, which is not unusual for 
such imports. 

New play has most of its men In 
the R.A.F., yet there is no hint of 
the feats accomplished by the Brit- 
ish flyers. That's not because of ret- 
icence, for it just isn’t that type of 
play. There is a amount of 
air field vernacular 
colorful wordage 


certain 


though not really 


‘Flare Path’ is a story of frustra- | 


tion. Peter Kyle, an American actor 
from Hollywood, is well known in 
England for his screen romances. 
He virtually lived with Patricia Gra- 
ham, also of the stage, who left him 
because he couldn't marry her— 
his wife wouldn't let him. Pat has 
been wed to Teddy Graham, an Eng- 
lish flight lieutenant, for a year, but 
it's not a love match, so when Kyle 
comes along, is ready to go back to 
him. 

Scene is parlor of a small hotel 
near a British flying field. From 
the window the bombers can be seen 
by guests as they take off in the 
night, first plane up dropping flares 
to show the path for the others. 
Graham goes up and though his 
plane is pretty well shot up, returns 
safely. He virtually collapses and 
then confesses to Pat that it is fear. 
If it be known that he is afraid of 
flight combat, he’d be tossed out of 
the R.A.F. as not having the prover 
moral fibre. Perhaps it is the ma- 
ternal! instinct in the wife that makes 
Pat stick to her flyer, even though 
Kyle declares he doesn’t know how 
he'll get along with her. Actor who 
has reached middle age, exits while 
the others, all of whom like their 
liquor, go into a ditty about not join- 
ing the air force. 

Reason for the celebration is the 
return of a Polish aviator whose wife 
and kid has been machine-gunned by 


s the Nazis and who was thought lost | 
in the air foray of the night before. | 
He comes in bedraggled after some | 


time in a rubber dinghy. Pole is 
wed to an ex-barmaid who is teach- 
ing him how to speak English. That 
part is well written and so are other 
minor characters, such as the cock- 
ney wife of Ted’s air gunner. 

Arthur Margetson performs 
well as the frustrated Kyle and he 
looks the part of a picture lover who 


very 





admits he is on the way out. Nancy 
Kelly, from the C is Pat, attrac- 
tive wife of Teddy Graham, which 
is handled by Alec Guinness, said to 
be his first Broadway assignment 
They have an overlong scene when 





1e confesses not being up to piloting 
his Wellington, but they team well 





enough. Helena Pickard (wife of Si 
Cedric Hardwicke) scores as the 
mate of Gerald Savory, the gunnet 


Patston attracts 
former barmaid. 
who is Alexander Ivo, a 


at- 
wed 


portions. Doris 
tention as the 
to the Pole. 
Viennese. 


puss hotel proprietor, and okay. 


‘Flare Path’ is a one-setter, short 
cast play, backed by 20th-Fox, which 
st I Ibee 


tudio has the film rights. 


Proof Thro’ the Night 


n N. ¥.. D I 


} 


LRA phe 


‘Cry Havoc’ 


‘Lifeline’ | 


and they supply most of the lighter | 


Cynthia Latham is a sour- 


was the title of this 
latest war play when it was done in| 


Broadway 


, ment, adjacent to a district hospital 





Place is frequently under fire and 
target for enemy bombet In chat 
woman doctor and her chiei 
1urse, one Smitty. 
Flo is the only other nurse on hana 
when eight girls of varied origina 
iV ition arrive. They came to thi 
Pl} ynes to run switcnoboards, 21a 
in keeping communication going 
and roll bandages, but are pressed 
into service as nurses. They must 0¢ 
on plane observation § too, which 
takes them out of the quarters 1ire- 


quently. 

reports that somebody 
among newcomers is giving in- 
formation to the enemy One is 
| wrongly accused and threatened with 
courtmartial, but the real Nazi ad- 
t is discovered. Keeping 


gets 
the 


Joe 


heren 


of being Bund-trained One girl 
‘omes too close and is shot through 
the heart. A bomb blocks the exit, 
and when Japs clear away the rub- 


ble, all hands are ordered outside, | 
first to go being the spy, who is 
promptly killed. The others leave. 
too, facing certain death from Jap 
| machine guns. 

All of that action is in act three 
Earlier some of the girls verbally 
{snipe one another and one is ac- 


| cused of unnatural habits. Pat, who 


seems the keenest of the volunteers 


! 

| detects Smitty addicted to taking 
| narcotics, but another explains that a 
iserious injury to the nurse is the 
| reason for her seeking surcease from 
| pain. 

| Katerine Emery is the efficient 
|Smitty and Thelma Schnee plays 
| spunky little Pat. Ann Shoemaker 


gives a good idea of a woman doctor 
who knows what it is all about. 
Flerence Rice, back from the Coast, 
is one of the leading contributors and 
tells off the girl spy in what, is the 
play’s ‘message’ scene. Katherine 
Locke, Carol Channing, Margaret 
Phillips, Florence MacMichael and 
Ruth Conley are among those who 
} count 

The author, new in dramatist 
ranks, has not etched some charac- 
|ters any too clearly. There is a wel- 
ter of sound effects apparatus, prob- 
ably brought in frorn Hollywood, and 
for some curious reason it is planted 
this side of the curtain line. Ibee 


| SWEET CHARIT 





{| Comedy in three acts by Irving Brecher 
j}and Samuel Seff; presented by Alfred 
| Bloomingdale; features Philip Loeb. Enid 

Markey, Jane Seymour and Mary Sargent 


| directed by George Abbott: setting by Cirker 


|} & Robbins; presented at Mansfield theat 
N. ¥ Ds 2R 42, $3.30 top 
Mrs. Pat Mitchell... -Augusta Dabney 
Mrs. E Ingersoll...........Viola Roache 
Oo SECS er Mildred Todd 
| Miss Beuluh Ogilvie........... Jane Seymour 
Mrs Laura Brindle......... Enid Markey 
| Myron Mitchell...........0.. Whit Bi 
M Dia Martindale........Mary Sarge! 
Jonathan Bates ....Harlan Br 
Sheriff Andrew Brindle ...Calvin Thomas 
Harry Tro ; . a .- Philip Lo 
Ph ROME WENNEN 6 260600 eckdoasws Rollin } 
! REET Fh Dort ¢ 
Burton Sedgewick........ J n M 
'Mr. H fen caetoeoc s Les t 
M ETT rae Han Re 
Mr. M Jol \ 
Mi. Merritt... .sesssesenenes 
7 : 
‘Sweet Charity,’ the Irving 
| Breche Manuel Seff play that 
>; opened at the Mansfield Monday 
night (28), is but a mildly diverting 
comer geared, at best. to moderate 
erosse When Alfred Blooming- 
=, . a 
cqaie, its producer, set about rev ng 
the tt and turned over the di- 
rectorial reins to George Abt 
afte an initial tryout nd ) 
sequent withdrawal in Boston 1X 
weexs ago, he unfortunately neg- 
; lected to throw in a first half 
Despite canny staging by Abbott 
Prdne > craftsmanship poi: up every 
laugh provided by script, and comic 
| talent of Philip Loeb, who is the 
;}shows standout, ‘Charity’ misses as 
laugh smash because, among other 
tL get I 
; 
te . 4 | 
‘ Ir 
il la O [ I 
| } 
ie € ne | 
th te ( ! é j 
or t oki if a en 
tho nave been obliged 
t velop many of the ton la 
from gags and situations not directly 
stemming from play’s action 
In comedy’s favor is a riotous 15- 
minute stanza at close of second act 
; thin ly1} j : 
In which clubwomen get gay with 


chamber of commerce. delegation 


| after mistaking marijuana for ciggies 


oe pone wees where it was figured to| The scene is a wow. with wv hat went 
. : i 4 ~é 4 : vv iii y rene Veit 
e€ a managerial plum. Christmas| before 


night premiere impression was that 
Proof Thro’ the Night’ ove! 


Was 


suffering by comparison. 
This, of course, excludes the all-too- 
orief first and second-act appearances 


“eae —— a a anid stay. of Loeb, who completely dominates 
t is natural that this melodrama | the show when he’s on. Third act 
be compared to ‘Journey’s End’, the | fortunately, makes good use oi 
#il-male cast English play about the | Loeb’s talents, and to him fall the 
first world war, because ‘Night’ has | cho ze lines Co ae 
all-femme characters, while the lo R izing the need for injecting 
cale and setting is not dissimilar. In /§ er laugh material into first half 
dramatic power, however, ‘End’ was|of play, Brecker. Seff and Abbott 


distinctly better. ‘Night’ has a 
act that picks up the drama consi 


inning there. 


Iagt | wor ker 
ler- oO of 


ably, the players having their best | and over past 


1 all through last week’s try- 
revised play in Philadelphia 


past weekend in reshaping 














‘Night’ is spotted in Bataan just be-! !r factc ae Wh, ag Agee we 
fore our forces succumbed to the} dos fu y ty ae ral sag - 
Japs. Scene is a bomb shelter, ce-} de : gto ° 
scribed ax a former In emplace > 


the | 
others at bay with a gun, she boasts | ! { 
| setting into motion the mad scramble | 











Shows in Rehearsal 
‘The Patriots’ — Playwrights 
Co 
‘Harriet’—Gilbert Miller. 
‘Ziegfeld's Follies’—Lee Shu- 
bert-Harry Kaufman 
‘Ask My Friend Sandy’—Al- 
fred de Liagre. 
But it’s too late to overcome play’s 


earlier weaknesses. 

The cast is uniformly good and, in 
| addition to Loeb, who plays the role 
of the 
the orck leader; Jane Seymour, Enid 





| Markey and Mary Sargent give 
‘Charity’ a much-needed lift as the 


three club officers whose sad exper!- 
| ence with the reefers results in such 
exploits as trying to climb into gal- 
lon jugs. Harlan Riggs is likewise 
lexcellent as the man who wins a 
judement against the club after 
breaking his leg in the building, thus 


|for funds to import the swing king. | 
| Viola Roache, Augusta Dabney, Cal- | 





vin Thomas, Whit Bissell and John 
(Continued on page 44) 
Current Road Shows 
(Dec. 30-Jan. 9) 
‘Angel Street’ (2d Co, )—Royal 


Alexandra, Toronto (30-2). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (Ist Co.)— 


National, Washington (30-2); Lyric, 
Richmond (4-6); State, Harrisburg, 
Pa. (7); Rajah, Reading, Pa. (8); 


Playhouse, Wilmington (9). 
‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ (3d Co.)— 
Lafayette, Detroit (30-9). 





harassed business manager of | 


Plays Out of Town 





of the play is devoted to her frantic 


DARK EYES 





efforts to hide the first crime by 

Baltimore, Dec. 25. killing, or attempting to kill, the 

Comedy in three acts by Elena Miramova | other gals who get . eae 

in collaboration with Eugenie Leontovich; gals Bet hep to the dark 


secret. 


presented and staged by Jed Harris; set- : ; 
tings, Stewart Chaney; opened at Ford's, Each of the nine in the cast could 
“ . uld 
| Baltimore, Dec. 25, "42; $2.22 top. |pass for a college girl anywhere 
ad ; eg Once Pep | 2nd they play their roles with colle. 
lGrandmother Field.........Minnte Dupree | 8iate enthusiasm. Outstanding js 
FR TS a Georgia Spencer | Adele Longmire, who handles the 
- A d ves —_ Burr} top role in fine fashion. Barbara 
|} Prince ieOlal orad) . Geza Korvin . ~ —_ r . : _es 
Natasha Rapakovitch..Kugenie Leontovich Bel Geddes and K. T. Stev ens are 
Tonia Karpova Elena Miramova next in line and always believable. 
Olga Shmilevskaya Ludmilla Toretzka |I.axine Stuart, Ruth K. Hill and 
John Field --Jay Fassett) Trene Dailey provide good atmos- 


ee here a s > -eded co) 
A search into the souls of the in- . 7 pe | oo pea 
trepid Russian people can reveal | dles the part of the glamour ‘irl 
considerable comic possibilities, and | with telling effect. -” 
this current attempt by Jed Harris Reginald Denham kas turned in an 
undertakes to present that particular | excellent job of staging and Sah 
phase. ‘Dark Eyes’ is a comedy of | Root’s cabin interior is attractive 
characterization, and as such has its , Klep. 
moments. But as now 7 
| constructed it needs action and more 
narrative upon which to hang the 
peculiar foibles of its people. 
| Written by Elena Miramova and 
| Eugenie Leontovich, both of whom 
' 


| transient 


FULL SPEED AHEAD 
(THE FIREFLY’) 


Philadelphia, Dec. 26 


also handle the two top femme Musical in three acts presenied by Pro 
| leads, ‘Eyes’ tells of the efforts of | (™ — Associates, Inc., direction of J. J. 
|two continental stars, with an ac- eke a ang d lyrics bs Rowland Leigh 
2 a ton — . Sic, J@AN SCNWAITZ ine rving Actmar 
| ce nt, to show their wares to Amer- | staged under cirection of Bari e 0 amis 
jica. Roles of this nature are scarce, | (#nces and ensembles by Booth MeKenna; 
) and so the gals set out to write an Sirens t “i. a ge ge 5 
: eh irst; stars Imma Otero; features Jack 
| Opus or the ir own. Good, Betty Allen and Bobby Morris. Orig 
Given a lift by a former flame | inally offered as a revival of the Friml- 
/now on the make for a Long Island | Harbach operetta, “The Firefly.” and first 
| f i. resente s entire ‘evised fk 
heiress, the playwriting actresses, | fhe iorest thevtre eee ened form: at 
plus another friend of the good old | ‘42. ree iis 
days, a hefty operatic prima donna, | Pessy Fellows.... Ruth Bond 


ccoce cvaomi 


Dolores... 


crash in on the home of the rich | Ghins ae ggg ot 
gal, proceed to implant some ro-|A Brazilian Policeman “George Spelvin 


Dorothea MacFarland 
' Barbara Blane 
Olive Reeves Smith 


Carlotta 
Diana 
Mrs. 


mance in the heart of the moneyed 
father and attract, at the same time, 
some financial backing for the forth- 


Fellow s.. 7 - a 








A . Slugger... ‘md vs -Riehard Worth 
‘Barber Had Two Sons’ (tryout)— | coming play. MP, BOTES. 0s sv ecees Helene LeBerthon 
Lobero, Santa Barbara (1-2) (pre-| All of this lends itself to some | }\iime Taraine.....-s+ oe fae 
: - » ? “ n m . eter. ee 2 “4 0 ir 
miere); Geary, San Francisco (4-9). swe a ee charming stage | Constance Fellows Helen Arthur 
‘ dusiness, ut after the first act. | Colonel Cardew Gordon Gifford 
‘ ’ re ah | r fs . ’ Sides en ial eM ed dk Sls } t 
Blackouts of 1942 (vaude El which moves briskly, the angle wears Benson oes J ick Good 
Capitan, Hollywood (30-9). off and there’s not enough material |‘ "Wresiian } + a lchana Work 
" 5 . d razilian Policeman Richare rt 
| ‘Blossom Time’—Geary, San Fran- |a 2d new movement to sustain the | Killer MeGee Fred Catania 
l cisco (30-2). nel pace. Zales act Goce to pisces | Soere Sardonn.....:.......-5eenand Costs 
with a 10minute interiuds of of- |S eee oe sae 
"Che Ss i — 40S . Julia Starr Sees eeeer Betty Allen 
Ls oe Soldier’—Biltmore, Los stage screaming and argument par- | Hotel Manager.......- ; aie oneiin 
“ Cc »¢ - } rr 
| ANgeres ( ). | ticularly hard to take. There is a | Bozo hesse Cimberg 
“7 , ~ 4 a } 
Claudia’ (lst Co.)—American, St. | man-sized job of rewrite and direc- 7 
Louis (30-2); Davidson, Milwaukee | tion necessary here to bring out the} For sheer scope and extent of re- 
(4-9). | paydirt which at present glitters visiop, the changes wrought by the 
| ‘Corn Is Green’—Curran. San |}Only briefly in widely-spaced mo- |Shuberts (Producing Associates, Inc.) 
| Francisco (30-9). | ments must set some kind of a new the- 
| ‘Cry Havoe’—Music Box, Holly- | Miss Miramova is a charming and |atrical record. A production which 
| wood (30-9) ; a actress, and her grasp of | started out in Baltimore a few weeks 
we ‘ ° |dialog and situation, as a play-|ago as a revival of the Rudolf Friml- 
‘Dark ” (tr — We = , bts ge tg “ty 1 15 
Eyes tryout) Walnut, | wright, gives her added stature. Her | Otto Harbach operetta, ‘The Fire- 
| 


Philadelphia (30-9). 
‘Eve of St. Mark’ 


(2d Co.j)—Audi- 


‘| torium, Rochester, N. Y. (1-2); Cass, 


| Detroit (4-9). 

‘Full Speed Ahead’ (tryout )—For- 
rest, Philadelphia (30-2). 

Gilbert and Sullivan — Nixon, 
Pittsburgh (30-2); Hanna, Cleve- 
land (4-9). 


‘Good Night 
Chicago (30-9). 
‘Her Eirst Murder’ (tryout)—Cass, 


Ladies’—Blackstone, 


Detroit (30-2); Erlanger, Chicago 
(4-9). 

‘Hey, Rookie’—Belasco, Los Ange- 
les (30-2) | 
‘Highlights of 1943’ (vaude)—-Al 

azar, San Francisco (30-9) 
‘Junior Miss’ (2d Co.)—Harris, Ch 
cago (30-9). 
‘Junior Miss’ (3d Co.)—Locust 


I hiladelphia (30-9). 


‘Lady in the Dark’—Taft Audito1 
n, Cincinnati (30-3): American, St 
Louis (5-10). 


‘Life With Father’ (2d Co.)—Eng- 
lish, Indianapolis (30-2) 
nati (4-9), 


‘Maid in the Ozarks’—Great North- | 


rn, Ch cago (30-9). 
‘Merry Widow’—Selwyn, Chicago 
(30-9). . 
‘Porgy and Bess’—Studebaker, Chi- 
a 30-9). 
‘Priorities of 1942’ (vaule)—E 
- Cl ’ (30-2): Victo1 D 
4-5): M 
Louisville (6): E I 
7.9 


‘Something for the Boys’ (tryout) 


~ bert, Boston (30-2). 

‘Spring Again’—Plymout!] Bostor 
(30-9) 

‘Springtime for Henry’—Wilson 


Detroit (30-9). 

‘Student Prince’—Auditorium, Oak- 
Cal. (3-4); Metropolitan, Seattle 
(6-9) 

‘This Is the Army’—Shrine Audi- 
torium, Detroit (30-2); Civie Opera 
House, Chicago (4-9). 

‘This Little Hand’ (tryout) 


Ford’s, 


Baltimore (30-2); National, Washing- | 


ton (4-9), 
| ‘Three Curtains’ 
tic, Boston (30-2). 

‘Tebacco Road’—Colonial 
(30-9), 

‘Watch on the Rhine’—Hannoa 
Cleveland (30-2); Palace, South Bend 
(4); Fischer, Danville, Iil. (5): Lin- 
coln, Decatur, Ill. (6); Orpheum. 
Springfield, Ill. (7); Orpheum, Dav- 


(tryout )}—Majes- 


Boston 


enport (8); Shrine Mosque, Peoria 
] I 
9). 
‘Wife Takes a Child’ (tryout )—Wil 
Bost n (30-2). 


* Cox, Cincin- | 


| double role here is highly promising 
|for new possibilities in the imme- 
|diate offing. Miss Leontovich also 
| comes through with a tempestuous 
i 
| 


fly,’ showed up here Christmas night 
at the Forrest as ‘Full Speed Ahead.’ 
Anybody finding close similarities 
between the two deserves some kind 
of a medal. It doesn’t have a chance 
for Broadway. 

[Even 


|}and compelling bit of trouping, and 
| Ludmilla Toretzka, as the ex-opera 
| diva, garners laughs. 


Jay Fassett, as before change of title 


the moneyed poppa who goes for and other radical revisions to 
One of the gals and an angeling script and score, ‘Variety’ 
bankroll as well, handles himself | (Burm), in its Dec. 2, 1942, re- 
with complete assurance in a role| view of revival’s initial tryout 
| which is really not for him. Of the | in Baltimore pointed out ‘any 
| others, Carl Gose, Oscar Polk, Anne resemblance to the original 
Burr and Geza Korvin go over ‘Firefly’ and the Friml tunes 

|}Sets by Stewart Chaney are top-| no doubt, accidental in th 

flight Burm | version The libretto has been 


tossed into the can and the story 


now pertai ; to Aris a? | FBI 


| THIS LITTLE HAND | operatives. as, conce 


‘Firefl either fish 
Wilmington, Del., Dec. 26 nor fowl and there does 5 
M arama in three Rs A bi: ved H much hope of developing any- 
“> : : a ee A H thing profitable out of setup.’ ] 
Ms dy Ry hou . wi ngton, Del., It was not at all surprising when 
j . ; the produce decided to modernize 
K the book. ‘The Firefly’s’ vintage 1s 
Y ( n espvecially old-fashioned one Nor 
I K. f was the change in title, on the 
‘ , a book and locale had been altered, 
| (Tent Kayo Copela any cau for astonishment, but the 
‘ | Ire 1D throwing completely overboard of 
\ \dele Lor the Friml score (numbers of which 
: still find favor over the air-waves) 
A. H. Wood vet showman. re- | did seem unusual to laymen. (Story 
turns to the theatrical scene with a | 0n Page 1 deals with Shubert-Friml 
novel melodrama in ‘This Little | TOW Over ‘Firefly’ revival) 
Hand,’ acted by a cast of nine tal- Emma Otero, radio songstress 2nd 
erted your ne Although no | ex-favorite of European concert 
r } appearance on | Stage now definitely set as sl! 
‘ I t r ma 
e chatte I ¢ lil he joined i - 
( ll ner \v ¢ nouegt I 1¢ 
eC! of.murders in a al. delivery of lines and general stiff! 
the ( ~ of personality Howevel!l the i 
, freed tl is one of the 
Wilt H. ] tt, the t hia best (and ali-too-fe 
. et 
el el I With a vengeance : , 
oul it appeal will be limited to the PP oi in ia ta lly Bice . Ao 
nae Rese eudience that likes murder nally ore ie arty ‘ng Set te F i] 
and horror rved with whinned.- — yjyecrea, are sill n dhs 
cream frosting. One ke ae te, Speed Ahead,’ but they have not 
pression that it wi ir > aaa A benefited a great deal by the change 
) ) at it will make a better f etawli , ; conhear yf 
film than stage show. However, it i — lal and atmosphere 
s hatter , course, there are still resembla! 


than average melodrama, 


— ; : between ‘ 4 ‘oine is 
with smart dialog and just enough ot are Sire Bee: Tae Maen 


| wil still a simple litt! inger 
| hair-raising situations Simin. Wass cad Saale Hee 
lé al g Ss é is ( Ee é ti j i 
ear mete Ce J Bn Dey “agae Trentini n7 it), only now 
L gS é ql ! ce l l seats. t a set . ; Se ‘ 0 
| With proper handling ‘The é ting is South America. A 


Little 


~ : maudlin miliar almost always 
H-nd’ could be added to the Woods llin, familiar plot, almost alw 


lacking in novelty. concerns 


, 
the 
il€ 


. ; 
list of 10derate successes : 

[od hy — “wd Successes, — But | vacuous hero's unhappy romance 
roadway 1s finicky in its choice of | with a priggish society girl when 
¢-capist entertainment, and even alhe is really in love with the little 


weller naar . Z ] ; 
ve ll-rounded production fails to hide 
the fact there nothing very sub- 


hic 
tact de 
behind the whole effort. 


street sineer. Action of story h 
starts in Rio, moves to Trinidad #nd 
winds uv in New York, is one of 
those things covering a considerable 
period of time, starting as it does in 


st .ntial 
Nine college girls are isolated for 
| a weekend in a sorority camp. Pet- 


‘ toke io tam , ; 
" has take n the better known col- | the last century and continuing uP 
wee girl types for his characters | to the present. 
al hings ge ys me , 
4nd things get o. to a quick start The cast works hard and deserves 


| when one of their number is found | credit 
murdered, 


| iover as a 


Betty Allen nuts 
hard-boiled 


songs 


her 
entertainer: 


: e first act the Jack Good and Bobby Morris strive 
} let in on the identity of manfull surith the ‘omedv what 
' 1 the rem ne ee ~ 

‘ ma tne remainder (Cr nued on page 44) 
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~ Playwrights Co. Plays Santa 


The Playwrights Company has been the most consistent legit firm 
to distribute bonuses, and for the fifth straight season gifts in cash were 
given at Christmas. Total amount disbursed was around $4,000. 
Dramatist-managerial outfit has two hits on Broadway, ‘The Pirate’ 
at the Beck, and “The Eve of St. Mark,’ Cort. All in those casts re- 
ceived $100 or $50, according to their salaries. 

Stagehands engaged by the two shows got $50 each, so did the box- 
office staffs, while all those in the Playwrights’ office were recipients 
of an extra week’s pay. 


~ Anside Stufi—Legit 











Despite letters of protests received by management of the Nixon, Pitts- 
burgh, over characier of the Jewish film producer as portrayed by Michael 
Rosenberg in the C. Aubrey Smith-Grace George comedy, ‘Spring Again,’ 
the Guthrie McClintic office, which is presenting the play, characterized 
the incident on Monday (28) as a tempest in a teapot. Stanley Gilkey, 
of the McClintic office in N. Y., said he caught the show in Boston, where 
it opened Christmas eve, paying careful attention to the Hollywood tycoon 
role. Gilkey claims that while Rosenberg is playing the part on the road 
‘more broadly’ than Joseph Buloff did during comedy’s N. Y. run last 
season, ‘there’s not a single line or gesture at which one can take offense. 

Gilkey attributed the protests to a ‘super-sensitive soul in Pittsburgh 
who tried to make an issue of the Jewish characterization and went so 
far as to drum up antagonism.’ McClintic representative further stated 


that when show played Chicago, prior to its week in Pittsburgh, Rosen- | 
berg took great pains to sound out reaction of Jewish friends, none of | 
Both Buloff and Rosen- | 


whom saw anything offensive in his portrayal. 
berg are from Yiddish legit originally. 


That the engagement of ‘Without Love,’ starring Katharine Hepburn at 
the St. James, N. Y., will conclude in February, is again reported. Al- 
though there was a critical difference of opinion about the play, attendance 
has been big and grosses are among the tops of straight shows. . Whether 
it is Miss Hepburn’s estimation of the play, or her contract with Metro 
in Hollywood that may curtail a run that could go well through the 
season, is not clear. 

‘Love’ has been a good thing for the Theatre Guild. It had a spring 
tour of at least eight weeks, when the show earned considerably more 
than the production cost. On the road it was reported in the process of 
being revamped several times. With grosses as high as $25,000 at the 
St. James. the attraction is well out in front. The Metro office says it is 
likely that the start of the next Hepburn film might be delayed, if she 
desires to remain on Broadway. Guild says there is a chance of the star 
returning to ‘Love’ after the picture is completed. 

There were pre-Christmas parties galore in Broadway offices, particu: 
larly in film circles. but the most elaborate legit affair was in the lounge 


by Michael Todd, show’s producer, who pag An flying trip from Boston 
there he had just opened ‘Something for the Boys. 

ge set yas Todd went for over $5,000 for the ‘Star party. Men 
were given money clips made of gold and silver, emblematic of agen 
and a small gem was set in the bauble. Girls got bracelets w ith = ar 
insignia. Stagehands and house staff, including ushers, were given ber pi 
for a pair of Florsheim shoes. ‘One of the Florsheim family is sal oO 
have a piece of ‘Star, which is away out In front. 





Louis Calhern has resigned from Equity’s council with the explanation 
that he found it impractical to attend that body’s meetings, which are 
held every two weeks. He is the first councilor to withdraw, although 
for some time Equity’s officers and others who attend regularly have in- 
dicated they would welcome resignations of the absentees. 

Last season Calhern was on tour with ‘Life With Father,’ then stepped 
into the original cast (Empire, N. Y.) through the summer. Most recently 
he appeared in ‘The Great Big Doorstep,’ which was withdrawn after a 
brief Broadway engagement. 


’ 





Frank Gillmore, former head of Equity and currently managing di- 
rector of the Associated Actors and Artistes of America, was 1n the hos- 
pital for observation recently. He was discharged after doctors did not 
find any serious ailment. 
office last week. He'll be 76 next May. 


DET. JUMPIN’, ®ssan Pel et 
MOST LEGIT 7 


| Washington, Dec. 29. 
The Theatre Guild’s production of 


‘The Russian People’ clocked $11,- | 
| 000 in its second week at the Na- | 
ltional theatre. First week was $16,- 








‘CHOCOLATE SOLDIER’ ¢ 


FINE 1936, HOLLYWOOD 


Hollywood, Dec. 29. _ | 

Holiday spending has brightened | 
the legit scene here, with all houses | 
profiting. Bulk of the trade since | 
Xmas day has trekked downtown to 
the Biltmore for the revival of 
‘Chocolate Soldier. It’s here for 
two and a half weeks and, thanks | 
to the pair of holidays embracing | 
the first week, it’s piling up’a smack- | 
ing $19,500 for the initial 
Nostalgic piece opened Xmas night. 

‘Blackouts’ at £1 Capitan bagged 
a smart $13,000 in 27th week with 13 
shows last week. ‘Hey Rookie’ 
picked up $8,500 in its llth week at 
the Belasco and may last out many 
more weeks, 

‘Cry Havoc’ (called ‘Proof Thru 
The Night’ in N.Y.) chalked up $5,- 
500 in fifth week end bowed out with 
possible Frisco date to follow. Trade 
proved disappointing as drama of 
war nurses had benefit of strong ad- 


stanza. | Three 


| Night’ 
| play. ditto. 





vance campaign via lip service from 
those who viewed it in Little Thea- 
tre. 


SOMETHING IS 
SUMP'N; 256 
IN BOSTON 


Boston, ‘Dec. 29. 
With ‘Something for the Boys’ as 
the Hub’s standby during Christmas 
week, legit biz hasn’t been bad at 
all and the end of the week found 
five houses making satisfactory 
grosses. The Michael Todd show is 
still packing them in at the Shubert 
and the advance is terrific, only the 

matinees finding any empty pews. 
Three shows opened Christmas 








| night, all of them drawing good nol- 
;iday houses. ‘Arsenic and Old Lace’ 





| 


| 


Gillmore made his usual weekly visit to his | 


| 
; 000. 
| Interest is heavy in the third visit | 
og ld ace’ Mail | 
Detroit. Dec. 29 of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace Mail | 
MEO, VEC. as rders produced $7,000 and _ first | 
More shows are in the loop here |GFGSts = yevee er N00) “e Mys 
1 ’ i rinaoy Sal oo, J Vi svi yo 
this holiday season than at any time —= “~ : tid $45,000 two 
in years, with the maiority as Christ- itery thriller did =  94o, €9 75 
2 als, VaAtTi til « 4 < \ . ye , y } 5 
mas Day starte1 . weeks here last season lop is pe. td 
€ ay slari Ss oP ite * *4 . and’ is 
Only old settler along the rialto is} 4 H. Wood’ This ~ iy ag St, 
Walter Hampden and Cissie Loftus | Underlined for week of Ja . oan 
company of ‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ | Wilfred Pettit melodrama, hla 
which reg stered turdy $8,300 in feminine cast, will play at $2 top. 


its third week at the Lafayette with 
$1.65 top. It brought the three weeks’ 
tally on the comedy over the $30,000 
mark. Show will run off a double- 
header New Year’s Eve along with 
al] others in the legitimate houses. 
Opening with an $11 top last Mon- 


10TH ‘ROAD’ VISIT TO 
ST. L00 OK 10G AT $1.10 


day, Irving Berlin’s ‘This Is the St ale Dec. 29 

Army’ is due to crack upward of ‘ennial. “Tobacco 
$250,000 in its two-week stay at the|_ That hardy perennial, ok Te 
Masonic Auditorium with more than | Road, wound up an Ii-nigat en- 


gagement at the American theatre, 


5.000 Seats U ’ . 
’ s s. Uncle S s show w - . 
at e Sam’s show will legiter here, Wednesday (24) 


0 again at the $11 figure on New sole 





) 


| closed on 


Saturday night to make 
way for ‘Tobacco Road’ at the Co- 


i | Jonial, here, for its fifth session. The | 
of the Music Box. the ‘Star and Garter’ company being feasted and wined | 


town has returned to normal 
the Cocoanut Grove disaster, 
the New Year is likely to bring with 
it some measure of the pre-Grove 
business all along the rialto. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Colonial 
(1,634; $2.75). Finished its two-week 
stay here at an estimated $11,000, 
very staunch. 

‘Something for the Boys,’ Shubert 
(1.590; $3.30). Only the matinee 
lagged, other performances selling 
out to 
$25,000, socko for Christmas 
One more to go. 


after 


week 


‘Spring Again,’ Plymouth (1,400: 
$2.75). Got an estimated $3,000 for 
three performances with a 


Ist Bway Week: 


Sisters’ Nifty 22G Despite Crix 


Rosalinda’ Tops 


List at $24,000; ‘Pirate $23,500 


Broadway presentation of ‘The 
Sisters,’ by far the best of 
Christmas week arrivals, resulted in 
its first week’s gross being right up 
with the dramatic leaders. ‘Flare 
Path’ drew a weak press with an 
exception or two. ‘Proof Thro’ the 
(‘Cry Havoc’), another war 
‘New Faces’ got a ven- 
eral panning. Another quartet of 
premieres this week. 

Latter part of last week was very 
good, with grosses better than pre- 
vious week for most part. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Muvical), O (Operetta). 


‘Angel Street,’ Golden (55th week) 
(D-789; $3.30). Pickup last half last 


| week sent takings to approximately 


| $9,000: strong figure for 
small capacity house. 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(10ist week) (CD-893; $3.30). Like 
some other run shows it had best 
Saturday afternoon in year; went up 
to approximately $9,000. 


‘Blithe Spirit,’ Booth (59th week) 
(CD-712; $3.30). Another run play 
that consistently operates in the 
black; somewhat off lately but rated 
over $8,000, okay. 


‘By Jupiter,’ Shubert (30th week) 
(M-1,325; $4.40). Virtually as good 
as any of the long-running musicals. 
with the gross last week estimated 
over $22,000. 


‘Flare Path,’ Miller (D-940; $3.30). 
Opened last mid-week; drew mixed 
notices with business’ thereafter 
light; should get share of holiday 
trade but this week hardly indica- 
tive of new play’s chances. 


stayer in 





| 
| 
| 
} 


‘Janie, Biltmore (16th week) 
C-991; $3.30). Among number of at- 


|tractions which improved during 
Christmas week; takings around 
$9,000; will probably get another 


house next month as ‘Ask My Friend 
Sandy,’ due shortly, was previously 


| booked here. 


and | 


push this one to estimated | 


strong | 


advance for this week. A good show | 


for the Hub, gleefully received. 

‘Three Curtains,’ Majestic (1,667: 
$2.75). Gloria Swanson, Francis 
Lederer got the big gross of the year 
at Cambridge and is drawing power- 
fully here to get a fine $3,500 for 
three performances. 

‘Wife Takes a Child,’ Wilbur (1,- 
227; $2.75). Mixed notices and weak 
title held this one down to $2,100 
estimated for three performances. 


Doughgirls 
Solid $10,500 
In Philadelphia 


Dec. 29 


‘ 


Philadelphia, 


One of fast week's three legit 
how ra ea tf h wit! ] Z 
thereby overcoming to a great ex- 
|} tent the pre-holiday slump a1 the 
on all cylinders Friday and 
Saturday. The show was Max Gor- 


Car's Eve, although no double-| With a gross of approximately $10,- 
header is scheduled. 000. Drama was presented 15 aes 

ZaSu Pitts in ‘Her First Murder’ | With the house scaled to $1.10. ‘Roaa 
pened to nice biz on Christmas Day }came to St. Louis 10 times since 


: laved a tota 
at the Cass, and will run its Broadway preem, played a total 


: through 
New Year's with two 


shows, for a| 


nine-day Stand. ‘The Eve of St. Mark’ | With a profit for each engagement. 
Ollows it in for two weeks, starting Rose Franken’s comedy, ‘Claudia, 
Jan. 4 ; "with Frances Starr, Donald Cook, 
\ Wilson also relit on Christmas Dav | Dorothy McGuire and Olga Beclan- 
ha Edward Everett Horton in/ova in the top ro.es, began a_nine- 
, Pringtime for Henry,’ which had a|night stand at the Americar Friday 
me ry) here lac¢ immer It also | (25) The house ‘aled to $2.20. 
Loe tne $1 65 + D. with two sho except for Ne y Vea) E as 

eet for NEW y €ar's, the adn h ” be pped 30) 


of 123 performances and left town | 


don’s 
which slashed through to a $10.500 
week at the Walnut, with the crix 
highly favorabie and word-of-mouth 
enthusiastic. 
Estimates for Last Week 

‘Doughgirls,’ Walnut (one week 
only) (1,700: $2.50). Very well liked 
here and got fine $10,500. Could have 
stayed with profit. ‘Dark Eves’ this 


week, opening postponed until to- 
night (29). Two weeks. 

‘Sweet Charity,’ Locust (one week 
only) (1,600; $2.50). Difference of 


} 


opinion, but general belief show stil! 


‘Junior Miss,’ 46th Street (60th 
week) (CD-1,347; $2.20). Moved 
here at reduced scale but laid off 
until Christmas when attendance 
was excellent; last week at Lyceum 


around $9,000; $6,000 in three per- | 


formances here. 

‘Let’s Face It,’ Imperial 
week) (M-1,326; $4.40). Garrison 
finish last week sent gross to better 
than quoted $23,000, tops among 
musicals. 


‘Life With Father,’ Empire (162d 
week) (CD-1,062; $3.30). Figures to 
bound upward again this week; 


eased down after Thanksgiving, but | 


last week bettered $10,000. 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Broadway 
(105th week) (CD-1,910; $1.10). 
Move to big house and further drop 
in ticket price did not appear bene- 
ficial last week; no improvement at 


| $6,000: new ‘Ziegfeld Follies’ may 
land here. 

‘New Faces of 1943,’ Ritz (R-868: 
$3.30). Opened Tuesday week; drew 


| doubtful press, and chances doubtful | 





tryout production, ‘Doughgirls.’ | 


for intimate revue in inacvantageous 
spot. 


‘Proof Through the Night,’ “i — 
‘Cry | 
Havoc’ in Hollywood; opened Friday | 


(D-939: $3.30). Known as 
night; one notice strong but the 
others definitely doubtful. 
‘Rosalinda,’ 44th St. (9th week) 
(O-1.375; $3.30). Jumped way up- 
ward, and gross, around $24,000, best 
since opening; steady boxoffice sale 
to certain class of music lovers. 
‘Skin of Our Teeth,’ Plymouth 
(6th week) (CD-1,075; $3.85). Laid 
off two days last week; approximated 
$15.500,. about proportionate to previ- 
ous week takings of $21,000. 
‘Sens o’ Fun,’ Winter Garden (56th 
eek R-1,519: $4.40) Also was a 
dark until Christ- 
as day. then drew very well: has 
around $20,000 or less 


fF last week; 


been dow! 

ould jump 

‘Star and Garter,’ Music Box (27th 
veek) (R-99] $4.40) Will more 
than make up any slack in past two 

eeks or and last week’s takings 
plenty profitable at claimed better 


tl in $21 900 


‘Stars on Ice,’ Center (24th week) | 


(R-3,006; $1.65). Took healthy jump, 


estimated figure being around $25,- 
1/000: with extra matinees this week 
may get top money on list. 

‘Strip for Action,’ National (C-1,- 
162: $3.85). Final and 14th week; 


needs fixing, especially in first act; | 


$5,000 quoted. ‘Junior Miss’ this week | 
for limited run, 

‘Full Speed Ahead,’ Forrest (ist 
week, opened Friday (1,800; 
$2.50). Too soon to get real line on 


cn 


nignt) 


; ¢ as 
ance crix anda worda- 


announcements 92: closing. did not 
help and takings figured under $10,- 
000; had to get considerably 
more to break even. 


1 at 
Snow 


‘Sweet Charity,’ Mansfield (C-1,- 
050; $3.30). Presented by Alfred 
Bloomingdale and Lee Shubert: 
writter by Irving Brecher’ and 
Manuel Seff; adverse press. 

‘The Damask Cheek,’ Playhouse | 
(10th week) (C-895; $3.30). Has 
been off but still moderately suc- 
cessful and should last through 
winter; rated around $7,000. 

‘The Doughgirls, Lyceum (C-l,- 
004; $3.30). Presented by Max Gor- 
dor writter by Joseph Fields; 

ed in. Washington tryout and 


(57th | 


| opens (tcnight (30); favorably re- 
portea. 

‘The Eve of St. Mark,’ Cort (12th 

\ -ek) (D-1,064; $3.30). Drawing 


splendid business; more than held its 
own by slightly topping $16,000, very 
little under capacitv. 


‘The Russian Peop::, Guild (D- 


958; $3.30). Presented by Theatre 
Guild; adapted from Russian of 
Konstantin Simonov by Clifford 


Cdets; opened last night (Tuesday). 


‘The Pirate,’ Beck (5th week) (C- 
1,214; $3.85). Quoted getting $23,- 
550, not only best money for plays 
but also exceeded most musicals, ex- 
cept ‘Rosalinda’ and ‘Stars on Ice’; 
virtually capacity al» performances; 
same this week. 
| “The Willow and I,’ Windsor (3d 
| week) (D-873; $3.30). Favorable fol- 
|lowup comment may help but has 
;not shown boxoffice strength as yet; 
ap>roximately $6,000. 


‘Uncle Harry,’ Hudson (3lst week) 
(D-1,042; $3.30). Included in at- 
tractions which fared well, estimated 
at better than $8,000. 

‘Without Love,’ St. James (7th 
week’ (C-1,520; $3.30). Got better 
than $20,000, which keeps it among 
tl » leaders; did not play Christmas 
day. 

‘You'll See Stars,’ Elliott (R-931; 
$3.30). Presented by David Kramer; 
score by Leo Edwards; book by Her- 
man Timberg; intimate revue in 
strange spot for show of that type; 
opens Thursday (31). 


Added 

‘Claudia,’ Forrest (return engage- 
ment) (original Gate 56 weeks) (21st 
week) (C-1,105; $1.65). With the 
help of bargain tickets takings went 
upward, with gross estimated around 
$6,500; unless another attraction is 
booked will stay. 

‘Native Son,’ Majestic (return 
date) (9th week) (D-1,715; $1.65). 
Slated to slide after this week; even 
though having light cost, it’s been 
operating in red recently; may re- 
coup through New Year’s business; 
$5,000 estimated last week. 

Revival 

‘Counsellor-at-Law,’ Royale 
jveek) (D-1,047; $3.30). 
|number of attractions which fared 
better last week than previously, 
g Oss being quoted around $13,000. 

‘The Three Sisters,’ Barrymore 
(D-1,104; $3.85). Newest money 
show on list: press long on cast but 
| not the play; boxoffice line steady; 
| first week approached $22,000. 
Vaude-Revue 

‘Show Time,’ Broadhurst (15th 
| week) (1,142; $2.75). Had indicated 
| red pace but business late last week 
| saw fairly good improvement; $16,- 
| 000 estimated. 








(Sth 
Among 








‘Angel St.’ Neat $4,500 


In New Haven Weekend 


New Haven, Dec. 29. 

Two-day, four-performance stand 
of ‘Angel Street’ at Shubert pulled 
a Satisfactory weekend (25-26) fig- 
ure of approximately $4,500 at $2.75 
top. 

Pencilled for Jan. 21-23 is ‘Counter 
Attack’ which follows preem of the 
| Roland Young ‘Sandy,’ set for Jan. 
| 14-16. Another break-in due next 
|month is Helen Hayes in ‘Harriet,’ 
| coming in Jan. 28-30. 
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Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
c/o Variety, Hollywood 
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Chi Sun to Cut Salaries 





. , . ss 
as offered a boOoK Tré 


Chi Trib Ups 


slants of others and | 


to get his own material. 


. - 


Writer Acures he ¢ 


office routine. Kieran’s weekly 





to curtail his newspaper 





a man to whom money Frank Quinn 


oO 











|_ Plays on B’ way 


Continued from 


~~ SWEET CHARITY 








the office boy, 


some” sei 


aviation editor ane is now with 


} > sever: opened a be th y 
been writing sd column for several I , 








and the News 6,000. 





World-Telegram 





increase of 375,000. 


ne 





- 
onoe He doesn t explain the 
é thene title, but probably it 
10¢ ¢ The A ec 
( | only a Driet stay 

Ne F ’ isn’t any fu Well 
‘ It h vyhat Is supposed 
» b y premise—that Govern- 
tie have prevented the 
Crt 1 Of a lat fe proa ictio! 
It e usual attempt at topical 
assuredly doe have 
But fre: f e face 
| ying fail to ive ama 
erial Only easoned 
i 0 that 
O songs, the only half- 


You Raising Your Head,’ by Lee 
Waine) and Miss Carroll, and Ir- 
win’s ‘Hey, Gal.’ There is also an 


amusing song-sketch, ‘Ten Percent- 
ers,’ about Broadway agents. Among 
he sketches the heavy ‘Welles of 
Loneliness’ about the fabulous Or- 
on: ‘Skin of Your Life.’ a _ fair 
poof of Thornton Wilder” and 
William Saroyan, and an overlong 
burlesque of a ‘Hamlet’ lecture, bs 
Irwin Corey. 


Sillman himself opens the show 
and is on and off in small assign- 
ment throughout. Ann _ Robinson, 
billed as a discovery of Louis Arm- 
strong, is the nearest thing to a hit 
lwith r riff singing, a variation of 
cat singing. The program asserts 

e ‘creates her own lyrics as she 
Sing and ‘Improvises melodies 
much in the same manner as a hot 
trumpeter * would.” Anyway, Miss 
Robinson is an ample gal with a 


wide, tooth-filled mouth and an in- 
fectiously casual style of rhythm 


Of the others, Diane Davis is a 


looker, a pleasant singer and an 
agile tap dancer, Laura Deane Dut- 
ne | 208 is hampered by _ indifferent 
lsongs and a forced manner of vo- 
alizing, Hie Thompson is a: livaly 
dancer, Tony Farrar the ever-pres- 
ent npersonator, and Ilse Kevin 
‘ nd Alice Pearce occas l ynal \ a ” 
vertin comediennes. The seitings 
and tumes are simple, though 
ideqgt € 

W! r or not th ‘New Face 
\ the grade at 1 iowe 
ile academic matte) t can 
Oo at the present $3.30 

yp. It ‘t nearly good enoug! 


Doodle Dandy of U.S. A’ 





| ' 
I IX 1 
i J jues | 
1 Pro i 
th Gilbert Joe ‘ 
I N Y 1) i a2 ‘ 
» 1) 
( Leo IXKa 
I t I a Hl t 
Phon 1 _ errr rere Alt 1 Al 0 
i RD ks | en ee uN : 
Anne | cecece Mat Whitis I 
i ~ 
H a Barbara G 
M pent euss Beman Lo 
I sh \ a3 Alfred \ 
7 yhrey | n kah 
} 4 TD ¢ Ala \vet hel 
4 | Bia I 
I Bu \ ‘ j 
Favorably regarded when it was 


presented last October at Hunte 
College. N. Y., ‘Yankee Doodle of 
the U. S. A.” was brought to Broad- 
way last Saturday (26) for a series 


of eight holiday matinees throug 
J 2 I enters are Ju ) Pro- 
] and Gilbert Josephson 
It a bly amusing kid ) 
iO Satisfactorv business 
especi Vv ¢ the wave of the holiday 
ce It pe*n on tour in the in- 
Cl YY 
sb ke Doodle’ is a kind of ‘Tt 
Can't H en Here,’ but with n ic 
incing al ymbolism. It deals with 
two- Hitler’s attempt to become 
ta 1 American tow? ind 
if how few patriotic citizens. aided 
Dy the r t of Yankee Doodle come 
to life e the populace to save 
t onal Yankee freedon 
f t itself ji broad enoug 
i ! ter to follow “nd if 
€ r tne symbolic toucne are a 
fie ¢ e for juve spectato 
hy color al 1 movement 
S mneé H y 
but the 
d 3 | ? i 
+ + Te) cri 7 f 4 
on, particula { 
ing the b the 
Di e nats and cal | i 
¢ ¢ hrough tl isles @ 
n Hobe 





-— Herk Wins | 


as Continued from page 41 el 








vhom the prosecution objected dur- 


g the trial. 
Attorney Differences 
Differences between defense at- 
torneys have developed over fin- 


| ancing. Understood that the show 
management had put aside $1,000 
to pay possible fines, it then being 
pPuanned to use that money on be- 
haif of Herk’s defense along with 
} that of Samuel Funt and Herman 
Shapiro, employees of the show who 
were also convicted but given sus- 
| pended sentences. Sum of $500 was 
remitted to the Markewich office 
with the understcnding that a simi- 
lar sum was to be paid. Part of the 
noney was used to secure the min- 
tes of the trial. 


Loi Mandel, a iwve mentioned 


f}among attorney 


ri¢ i ones are ‘Shoes,’ by Will 
Irwi and June Carroll; ‘Love, Are | 


reported asking the assurance of 


25° 
Markewich that he would be suc- 
cessful in securing a writ of reason- 


lable doubt He then referred the 
matter to William Klein and Milton 


R. Weinberger, Shubert lawyers 


Undersood the latter wanted the | 
lreturn of all money if the motion fon 
fore Justice Birnstein was | 


a writ be 
denied, the Klein and Weinberger 
idea being regarded as most unusual 
Shuberts operated 
the closed Ambasador and Lee Shu- 
bert was repated to be one of the 
‘Wine’ backers 


So far as is known only $500 has 


been received by Markewich but 
more money will be needed in ap: 
peal proceedings, for the printing of 
the record and requisite fees. 
Equity has decided to include 
stage managers in its standard con- 
tracts and afford them the same 
protection as, actors in cases of al- 
leged indecent performance prose- 
cutions. Contract stipulates that the 
manager must furnish bail and pay 
for the defense, although actors are 
exempt under the penal code from 
being prosceuted. Players, too, must 
be paid week's salary if shows are 
suddenly suspended in indecency 


proceedings. Failure to comply 


would make the manager lable to 


pay Equity $1,000 
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Continued from page 4? 


‘FULL SPEED AHEAD 





Wilser staged by Wilseor set 
haney, featur Henry Ilull, Eve. 


Whitak saseonscee@G@an Tins 
chel 
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_ Legit Business | 
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| trade a pushove! This, 


of the week saw an upsurge in 
business. Improved grosses were 
also. registered the week before 
Xmas, which was. unprecedented. 

The Yuletide falling on Friday 
meant a long holiday, and by Satur- 
day Broadway was jammed with 
people, most of whom went to the 
theatre 


Run shows saw the best matinee | 
business within a year, with night! 
despite the | 
labsence of private motor cars and 
|reported train transportation haz- 
ards, which were proved to be ex-| 


aggerated Whatever the gas ra- 
tioning difficulties, people managed 
to reach Times Square, and it 


seemed that New Year’ Ss eve was 


being celebrated a week ahead of 
time 

Straight play leaders stayed vir- 
tually in the van or close to most of 
the musicals. Evident leader of all, 
except ‘Stars on Ice’ and ‘Rosalinda,’ 
which had an _ exceptional spurt, 


‘The Pirate’ (Lunts) with better | 
than $23,500, it being the best figure | ‘ 


ever attained by the stars in a sim- 


jilar period. A bit behind ‘Pirate’ 
vere the musical ‘Let's Face It’ and} 


‘By Jupite: by grace of a last-half 


rusn 
‘The Three Siste proved the 
newest heavy sugar drama with an 


initial week just under $22,000. 
‘Without Love’ ducked the holiday 


Dut gro ed well Ove $?1.000 ‘Eve 
of St Mark wa not materially af-| 
fected and topped $16,000. ‘The Skin 
1of Our Teeth’ was off mostly be 

1use it laid off two days (Fur 
ther details on grosses page.) 

With New Year's finalling the! 
holiday season late this week the 
annual boxoffice bulge looks all set, 
with usual boosted holiday eve 
scales Managers know what to ex- 

| pect as the old year goes out, yet 


apprehensive of what will happen 
then, 





| U.S. Roll Call 





RKO’s publicity staff to enter the 
armed services, into the Coast 
Guard. 


|RKO in Phil Reisman’s foreign de- 
}partment, commissioned captain in 
er the Special Service of Supply. 
as handling the ‘Wine’ finances, is js sis 





| 
= Continued from page 4 ——— 


| Si Aberdeen 
i’ ) (y ) Vi« . morroyv 
Wed 
l 1 Wise WIBG anno ¢ 
n re ed te ou e Na 
sSidt A yr gar for Philly 
cal ol e America Co nica- 
yn Associatio (CIO), has bee 
1¢ i into the A He has been 


succeeded by Joe Ehrlich 

Tom Moore, WIBG an.ouncer, has 
been commissioned a lieutenant in 
the Army Air Force. 

Joe Mansfield A Yeoman 
Bos.on, Dec. 29. 

Joe Mansfield, publicity associate 

to ‘Red’ King, at local Keith thea- 


tres, 1s now a first class yeoman in 
th. Coast Guard and is stationed at 
the Custom House here. No succes- 


sor as yet. 
Two More From RKO 
Harry Maguire, 15th man from 


B. B. Lion, division manager at 


as 





mother brit 
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No | Abbo 





of it, and there are a few 


good dance specialties. A local pir! 
Jacqueline Susan, daughter of a Wel] 
known Philly artist, is decoratj 
personable. H Leopold Spitalny 
| (with Leigh writing the lyric com- 
posed four songs for Miss Otero, who 
Cuban prima donna Other 
moderate favorites with first-nighters 
Boots McKenna and Barbara 

, dance: S. The show j nicely 


not exceptionally artistie 


: picios ial side. Waters. 


The Wife Takes a Child 


Boston, Dec 25. 


n three . (s enes) by 
Hlenry lephron th nted by 


ting, 


iamel Nedda Warrienr opened 
Boston, Dec. 25, 1942; &2.7; top. 


take Her Hull 


ripele Me Varden 

hvelyn Davig 
san 
ecees ° Ju Pa sh 


aes er boh Kane 


ger 
we 
weer: Vo Lewis 

Mary Orr 
wTervrr try Rober ireton 
eeeceece .». Bubble M nahan 

i James 
eecccseces William Wadsworth 
Micha Barrett 


Mat Willia Jobnson 


looks as though John Wilson 
have to inject a blither spirit 
‘The Wife Takes a Child’ if it 
successfully withstand the buf- 


Broadway. Although the 


has appeal for a female au- 
as it deals entirely with the 


problen Of caring for a 


infant, the series of domes. 
incidents are wanting in suffi- 


ma or suspense to hold the 
of those without assorted 


to say nothing of those 
e than a attering of so- 
catior And, as the dialog igs 


remarkable for its wit (although 


the lines are amusing). the 


sufficient wolot substance be- 
veriy apparent. 


; ; ! 


tuation develop when a 
her infant home 


owr mothe: when her hus- 
disillusions her by failing to 


floor during the birth of 


and by enlisting in the 


after the subsequent quarrel. 


himself a doctor who knew 
she was all right and (2) 


would have been called in 


the girl's rave reveals her- 


be a Shallow lly girl, a 
borne out by her behaviour 
| throughout. She is thus a heroine 
| of audience sympath 


father is a retired investor 
ver enjoyed ccess; her 
a buyer at Mac, and the 
Main support ler aunt 


about sponging and making 
her brother and sister-in-law 
the apartment below and 


ana out occasional 

ana ne n ) qa are 
at the outset, tl rst two 
ist entirely of fa necl- 
1 familiar characte The 


Ss ana nobody but ftatner 


what to do, and he won't do 


t has to 7ive up her room, 


p thereafter on a sofa to 





COoOmpaniment of at a ests; 
gets a job in Macy which 
mother enviou maida come 
and so on Finally, on the 
girls husband returns on 
the baby disappears 
the drunken misdeeds of a 
maid It is rate) cated 
if cries but 1 before 
per a good dea rush- 
if Y 11e@- 
ofter ' 

r ( 
) alel ‘ e 

Henry | 2 

peci: ' this 
W Wa wrth as 

{ ) ete 

1 é 8) () € 

} 11 , 4 [ é 
J Pal } i ada 
! needing o ? pie ja- 
material Lo show oft their 


bette 


Provided ‘The Wife: Takes a Chiid’ 


a predominantly female 
and a better title might 


that—it will supply sufficient 


for a modest succt It 


geared, in any case, for farce, 


having been designed for 


Widest possible appeal on the 


attracticon of the theme. 
a family comedy needs 


istication and showmanship, for 
peering through the window 
somebody else’s house, notwith- 
the fascination of that dl- 
is hardly an occupation to 


two hours. Elie. 


(Announced temporary withdraw 
revision Saturday.) 


Johnny Long and orchestra signea 


cal short at Universa 


ir current wot the 
i Costello pi re, Oh, 
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Broadway 


Jimmy Troupe due out of hospital 
t aay ; 
Deores Jessel mulling an all-star 
revival of ‘Jazz Singer. 

John Peter oo is 
‘ shgirls, Lyceum. 
Oenes Balaban plans a Coast trip 
-ound mid-January. 
a oe Mayer of the Golden (‘An- 
gel Street’) boxoffice, lost his wife 
last week. 


publicist for 





i the 

1 Haskell is manager of 

Mit now housing ‘Proof Thro’ | 
ight.’ 

oe and Pinkie Gray, after) 

moving from Miami to the Coast, 
in town. 

a Armstrong has taken over 


from Bill Doll as agent for ‘Stars 
on Ice,’ Center. 

A servicemen’s oasis, called the 
Music Box Canteen, slated for the 
Greenwich Village section. 

Songstress Bea Wain’s brother, Sid, 
js publicity aide to Benjamin Son- 
nenberg, Park Ave. public relationer. 

‘War workers spending it on them- 
selves accounted for the biggest 
Xmas yet,’ according to N. Y. mer- 
*~hants. 

— Ringling North spending 
holidays in N. Y., while his brother, 





Buddy, is in Peru, Ind., with his 
family : 
Lt. Eddy Duchin doesn’t go on | 





P-C duty for another month and ts 
reporting at Bklyn. Navy Yard | 
meantime. 

Jack L. Warner and the Mrs. (Ann 
Alvardo) will be here for the next 
three weeks, following their Hot| 
Springs, Ark., vacation. 

Alfred Harding of Equity to New 
England for a holiday. Ruth Rich- 
mond, also of Equity, on annual trip 
to Cleveland to visit her family. 

Capt. Bob Loew, ex-Liberty mag 
war correspondent who joined the 
regular army later, is house-guesting 
with the Quentin Reynoldses while 
on furlough. 


Arthur Schwartz and the Mrs. 
(Kay Carryington) return to the 
Coast and WB mid-January; ditto 


Arthur Kober who has a 20th-Fox 
rewriting chore. 

Swank east side spot slated for a 
foldo, unless biz perks, right after 
first—Ken Liter’s Royal Casino a 
pre-holiday casualty. 

Andy Kelley due in from D. C. to| 
set the Birthday Ball show for FDR 
at the White House, which chore he 
usually handles. Kelley is drama 
critic of the Washington Star. 

Madison Ave. modiste Martha Le- 
vine’s daughter is professionally, 
Lynn Phillips, ‘Angel Street’ under- 
study in the original Broadway cast, 
and now heading the touring com- 
pany. 

Federation luncheon for Jack 
Benny, sponsored by Barney Bala- 
ban and Major Albert Warner, ad- 
journed until Jan. 7, because of 
comedian’s camp entertainment itin- 
erary. 

Martin 





Jurow, new WB. talent 


scout in N. Y., will revive the idea 
of making tests east; also expedite 
new faces for the Burbank plant. 


This relieves Jake Wilk of much de- 
tail, so that he can concentrate on 
scripts, ete. 

Flames in the Stork Club kitchen 
Christmas night sent 350 customers 
running to 53rd st. A few hardies, | 





including Arthur Treacher, Charles | 
Butterworth and Robert Benchley, 
remained at their tables while the 


10-minute blaze was being doused. 

Hope Hampton (Mrs. Jules Brula- 
tour) laid up with flu following their 
Park Ave. home fire, which routed | 
them into the nearby Bugs Baers’ | 
apartment, as the blaze was being | 
fought. The Brulatours’ opened win- | 
dows, to dispel the smoke the next 
day, aggravated her cold. 

Harry M. Goetz in on Jed Harris’ 
‘Dark Eyes,’ which 20th-Fox is bank- 
rolling. This makes the fourth un-| 
der Fox auspices, the others being 
‘Flarepath’ (Gilbert Miller). ‘Russian | 
People’ and Mike Todd’s ‘Something | 
for the Boys,’ of which Fox contrib- | 
uted a reported $63,000; production | 
nut, $120,000. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Variety Club is sponsoring a drive 
to obtain blood for the Red Cross. 

Gillette and Richards currently 
headlining floor show at Club Con- 
tinental, Hotel Jefferson. 

Russian Ballet will make five ap- 

pearances with the St. Louis symph 
orch starting Friday (1). 
_ Savoy Lounge, is the newest nitery 
In town Located in the west end, 
spot teed off last week. M. H. Golds- 
worth is the manager, 

Rudy Vallee flew from the West 
Coast to appear at the Xmas party 
and dance tossed by the St. Louis 
Coast Guard Sunday (27). 


Annual Xmas party sponsored by | 


the Better Films Council and Fan- 
chon & Marco was attended by 250 
prnad persons at the Missouri the- 
, Patrolman Victor Rather suffered 
fore wounds trying to quell a free- 
to ~all in the Victory Club, a down- 
°wn nitery. A riot call resulted in 


|} major 





e cour Scie 
a7 eh cops being on hand to pinch 

of in the place. 
he Iino; 
gnne I!linois State Fire Marshall is 
ying to determine the origin of the 


fire that destroyed the Illinois, a 535- 
seater in Metropolis, Ill., last week. 
O. F. Lessing, St. Louis, owner of the 
Ritz, St. Charles, Mo., and the Va- 
riety Pictures, an indie exchange 
here, is owner of the theatre. 

Death of Ben G. Brinkman. 55. 
once owner of Forest Park High- 
lands, major amusement park here, 
and the Arena, in Miami, Fla., still 
under investigation. At the time of 
his death Brinkman, who lost about 
$1,000,000 in enterprises here, was 
making a strong comeback with skat- 
ing rinks, and an amusement park in 
Louisville, Ky. 











Spitalny Concert 
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the Juilliard School, seemed, per- 
haps, even more facile at Liszt and 
Mendelsohn than the popular idiom 
with which they’ve best been iden- 
tified. And just for versatility’s sake 
they displayed a sample of jive that 
was in the best tradition of that 
music. 


The tipoff to the Spitalny show- 


manship is when he can break up | 


the musical interludes with a young- 
ster’s reading of “The Night Before 
Christmas.’ To the seasoned Tin Pan 
Alleyites—who comprised most of 
the audience—perhaps this little 
lady’s reading may have been out 
of sorts from an_e entertainment 
standpoint, but there’s no gainsay- 
ing its showmanship values in cater- 
ing to the more conservative ele- 
ment. The auspices were the Bap- 
tist Home for the Aged, hence all! 
the more fitting. 


Another thing: no intermission. It’s 
something practically unheard of in 


concert. But it wasn’t missed. 
Still featured with Spitalny are 
Evelyn, violinist and arranger for 


the orch; Vivian, soprano of class- 
icals and light operas; Rosalinda, the 
pianist, 
were excellent. 

This was an hour and a half of 
delightful charm. Kahn. 











No Guestars 
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soap operas. So far the only 
future booking is that of Wallace 
Beery and Marjorie Rambeau in 
‘The Bugle Sounds’ Jan. 4. What lies 
beyond that is purely speculative, 
but there is some talk in the J. 
Walter Thompson agency of sending 
up a trial balloon of featured play- 
ers who do not have to worry about 
how to handle those big salaries. 
If it clicks, and the ratings don’t 
suffer too much, the star guest sys- 
tem as good as out until the 
1ghts go on again. 

That little 
guest shots, 
thing with 
as at 
programs which lean so strongly on 
visiting actors. That old saw about 


fied 


is 


matter of exchanging 
becoming quite the 
radio stars, may serve 


an ill wind, ete., will blow a wind- | 


fall the direction of those who 
need both the coin and prestige, 
so mebbe it’s happening for the best 
after all. 

Fred Allen and Jack Benny are 
Swapping calls, as are Fibber Mc- 
Gee & Molly and ‘The Great Gil- 


in 


dersleeve. Plan looks like a way 

of getting around paying or re- 

ceiving coin to those over ceiling 
Complaints 





London 


William Mollison 
operation. 

Tom Bostock ju.t got over a bad 
attack of ptomaine. 

Ben Lyon has applied for commis- 
sion in the American Army. 

Squadron Leader Roy Royston in 
civvies after thre years in the Brit- 
ish Air Force. 





undergoing eye 


Bessie Hay (Tracey &) in Univer- | 


sity hospital under observation. Ex- 


| pected to give birth in April. 


Bud Flanagan, Jr., now doing 


, vaudeville act on his own. It com- 
| prises ventriloquism and comedy 
| patter. 

| Stetson out of ‘Venus Comes to 





Town, the Whitehall theatre revue, 
for several weeks, due to knee 
jury suffered in blackout. 

Maurice J. Wilson has purchased 
film rights of ‘Blackout in Gretley,’ 


| J. B. Priestly’s latest book which he 





and Maxine, contralto. All | 


least a partial out for those | 


Directors of ad agency radio de- | 


partments 
during the past week that they have 


have been complaining | 


encountered considerable difficulty | 


in lining up film talent for guest ap- 
pearances after the first of the year. 
The talent agents, say the agency 
men, tell them that the screen names 
contacted have declined to accept 
any more radio dates until they see 
whether Washington issues any re- 
vised regulations on the $25,000 net 
income ceiling. The stars don’t want 
to be put in the position of being 
unable to accept full salaries after 
doing the air appearance. 

Several agency radio execs have 


for the past several days been trying | 
to check on a report that film stu-| 


dios have tied up 


their contract | 


names in such a manner as to make | 
it almost impossible for them to ac- | 


cept radio guest dates if the income 
ceiling remains as is. According to 


| West End 





the report, most of the Hollywood | 
producers have prevailed upon their | 


in 
side 


contract talent to agree 
writing not to accept any out 
work until their earnings from the 
contract-employers has first reached 
a gross total of $67,200. 

If this report, say the agency men, 


turns out to be true, they figure they | 


won't be able to obtain as guests 
anything but the fledgling element 
known 


among screen players, or 
players whose services are not in 
such great demand among film pro- 


ducers. 


intends to film early next year. 

Milton Rosmer appointed director 
of Stratford-on-Avon Shakespeare 
Festival” in succession to B. Iden 
Payne, who held the post for eight 
years. 

Jack Waller to 10 musical version 
of Avery Hopwood’s old farce, ‘The 





Best People,’ which will tour the 
sticks. Comes to the West End in | 
Murch or April. 


George Black, despite having lost 
appeal against recent $8,000 fine, has 
intimated to his friends he intends 
tu appeal, and is even prepared to 
go to the House uf Lords with the 
case, 

Butcher’s films is dickering with 
Jessie Matthews and Sid Field, pro- 
vincial comic, to star in ‘First Night,’ 
story by John Byrd, from the British 
Broadcasting Corp. Would be pro- 
duced by D. T. Stewart, with Red 
Davis directing. 

A revival of ‘East Lynne’ in the 
is ‘threatened’ by Jack 
Buchanan shortly. Buchanan, inci- 
dentally, has leased the Lyric thea- 
tre from Associated Theatre Prop- 
erties for one year, having paid 
$20,000 rent in advance. 





Chicago 


Allied Theatres group held open 
house at their film row headquarters 
Christmas eve. 

Rialto Theatre charging $2.20 top 
for New Year’s Eve performance. 
Charged $1.65 last year. 

WAC publicity committee met in 
Biil Hollander’s office to map plans 
for this sector. Hollander is chair- 
man. 

Lester Stepner doing pubhcity for 
McVickers Theatre in addition to his 
duties as manager of the LaSalle 
Theatre. 

Candy shortage felt on Randolph 
st. a couple of days before Christmas 
when Mrs. Snyder’s store had to 
close because of a sell out. 

Edward Alperson, general man- 
ager RKO theatres, held meeting of 
film theatre owners here in behalf of 
United Nations War Drive. 

Murray Bloom, former agent here, 
making his first visit in years as 
manager of Ella Fitzgerald and the 
Four Keys, playing the Oriental. 

James C. Petrillo was host at an 
annual Christmas party and dinner 
given for the blind musicians of Chi- 
cago. Affair held at the Blackstone 
hotel. 

Some 1,000 sailors, students of the 
Navy’s Radar school here, Army and 
Navy officials and others attended 
the Christmas luncheon given at the 
Hotel Sherman last Thursday (24) 
by John Balaban. 


Pittsburgh 


John McGreevey, head booker for 
Harris outfit, bedded with the flu. 

Playhouse has extended run of 
‘Ten Minute Alibi’ for another week. 

Ellen Vargo, former local dancer, 
back for an engagement at Villa 
Madrid. 





of the Press, in town last week doing 
publicity for Sigmund Romberg. 

Harry Goldberg, WB diggie 
around pepping the boys up on com- 
ing United Nations War Relief drive. 

U exchange manager Pete Dana's 
son, Warren, turned down by 
marines because of color-blindness. 

Mike Stranges — he quit nitery 
singing for a defense job — 
named the new arrival Michael Ivan 

Grace Lunt, the dancer to Fort 
McLelland, Ala., to spend the holi- 
days with her husband, Milt Broudy. 

Roberta Lee’s (Lee Brown Singer) 
gift from the boy friend, Artie Dunn, 
of Free Suns, was a wire-haired ter- 
rier. 

Mary Lou Savage, show girl with 
‘Priorities.’ back to Chi after spend- 
ing four-day layoff with the 
here. 

WB district managers and depart- 
ment heads presented their boss, 
Moe Silver, with combination radio 
and victrola. 

Critic Karl Krug’s son to MIT for 
his basic training in air force. He 
was a junior at Penn State College 
when he enlisted. 

Carl Robinson, former 
Club steward and now manager of 
Officers Club at Rapid City, S. D., 
home for 10 days. 


Don Bestor’s 16-year-old dotter 
| Mary Ann, who was born here 
while dad was playing at William 
Penn Hotel, signed for No. 2 com- 


|here from Rio 





pany of ‘Eve of St. Mark.’ 


Miami 


Lew Mercur’s Nut Club for sale. 





Gus Van into Mother Kelly's in- | 


definitely. 


Danny Yates and orc) opening at 
Ira’s Supper Club. 


Elyne Condos, sister of the Condos 
Bros., opens at the Bali. 


Tom Williams out of hospital and 
back at the Clover Club. 

Kitty Davis starting new policy 
with Sunday afternoon shows. 

Curfew Law extended one 
for New Year’s Eve in niteries. 


Harry Richman trained out for 
Cincinnati and the Beverly Hills 
Country Club. 

Acts for Olympia theatre 
first show because of 
tion difficulties. 

George Biddle, American painter 
where he painted 
r irals for the National Library of 
Brazil. 


George Sedano, professional dan- 
c*r and former head waiter at the 
Latin quarter here, found drowned, 
afver a fishing trip. 

The Riptide on the beach which 
has been renamed the ‘Riptide Ball 
of Fire’ opened a new show with 
Priscilla Barber, Judy Martin, Mar- 
guerite Haas, and Dolly Edwards. 


Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 
Niteries did big biz Christmas Eve. 
Lynn Bari, screen actress, vaca- 

tioning here from Hollywood. 
Rio and Rita (Charles and Lucille 
Romero), U. S. dance team, featured 


hour 


missed 


transporta- 








on the floor show at the Waikiki 
nitery here. 

Walt Disney paid courtesy calls 
upon President Manuel Avila Ca- 


macho and Miguel Aleman, Minister 
of the Interior. 

Salvador Ortigosa, Jr., as- 
sumed charge of the publicity de- 
partment of Pan-American Films, 
newly organized distributor of Mex- 
ican and foreign pix. 

Ann Sheridan presented with a 
handsome Mexican sombrero by the 
Mexican pic industry at the party it 
gave in her honor at El Patio. Pres- 


has 


entation was made by pic actress 
Susana Guizar. 
Triplet daughters of Dr. Jorge | 


Boyd, Panamanian Minister to Mex- | 


ico, Christmasing here from Holly- 
wood where they are studying. Ac- 
complished guitarists and_ singers. 
they’ve been featured in a special 
show over XEW Delicados Cigar- 


First week of Variety Club Can-| ettes sponsored. 


teen, the juke-box there was played 
5,040 times 


} 


Lupita Tover signed for the femme 


|} lead in Spanish version of Tolstoy’s 


Jimmy Spitalny and two members | ‘Resurrection,’ which Jesus Grovas 
of his band go into the army air|& Co. is to start here soon. She 
force Jan. 22 played the name lead in ‘Santa’ 

Gene Kelly’s mother has left for| (‘Saintess’), first talker produced in 
Hollywood to spend a few weeks| Mexico in 1930. Grovas version of 
with the actor ‘Resurrection,’ it is claimed, will be 


Jackie Heller to Dallas after finish-| the first in Spanish. 


ing record engagement at Latin 
Quarter in Chi. 

Lou Bolten taking his 16-year-old 
singing protege. Patti Lou Bolton, to 


N. Y. next month. 


Mrs. Felming Carpenter, wife of === Continued from page 41 Soe 
the exhib. in Topeka, Kansas, with turned for h 


her ailing father. 

Jimmy Balmer back in town after 
company-managing ‘Icecapades’ on 
road for few weeks. 











| Hub ‘System’ 


is Own use or there 
would be no performance. Seems he 
had trouble getting tickets for 
friends and ‘went’ for $22 for a 


Enoch Rauh Club turning over|pair. On Saturday (26), at matinee 
jtime there were no tickets for the 


proceeds from New Year's Eve party 
to Variety Club Canteen. 
Joe Tucker, 


after three-year absence. 

Band-leader Arthur Ravel owns a 
chicken farm in Morristown, N. J 
His wife and in-laws run it. 


Capt Herb Morrison, former 
WCAE announcer. home on leave 
from O] base 


Oklahoma City alr 
€ ! editor 


aio 


land 15 remained unsold 


first m.c. of WWSW | pany 
| 1500 Club, on the same show again|the Shubert house management that 
the would expect a 


Com- 
warned 


performance on hand. 
manager thereupon 


night 


statement 


the boxoffice 
Manace- 
that 
tickets 


tickets turned in 


up 
ment refused 
deadwood was 


Ord 


settle unless 
included as 


to 


have | 


folks | 


| 
Variety | 





for | 
capacity. Late in the afternoon some | 


| Hollywood 


Miriam Hopkins ill at home with 
flu. 

Ronald Colman returned from his 
Broadway hegira. 

Pat O’Brien to be guest of honor 
at Boston’s biggest bond rally Jan. 
21 

Fred Maguire joined Wam Disney 
productions as supervising film edi- 
tor. 

Lily Cavell Smith, screen actress, 
divorced A. Wayne Smith, studio 
technician. 

Morgan Conway going back to the 
Broadway stage after several years 
in pictures. 

Melvyn Douglas, now in the Army, 
resigned as a member of State Social 
Welfare Board. 

Devid E. Rose, managing director 
'for Paramount in England, passing 
the holidays here. 

Jack Chertok in Washington con- 
ferring with officials on an interna- 
tional goodwill film. 

Howard, Fine and Howard (Three 
Stooges) resume film work on their 
current eastern stage tour. 

Charles P. Skouras and Charles 
Buckley returned from National 
Theatres meeting in New York. 

Scott R. Dunlap, severely burned 
in the Boston night vlub fire, helped 
Monogram celebrate Christmas. 

George D. Burrows, former New 
|York banker, checked »* at Mono- 
grem to handle the studio’s finances. 
_ Edward Everett Horton taking his 
‘Springtime for Henry’ on the road 
again, opening Christmas Day in De- 
| troit. 
| Joseph M. Schenck and William 
| Perlberg returned to their 20th-Fox 
desks after business trips to New 
York. 

Walt Disney returned from Mexico 
City, where he collected material for 
a second Latin American cartoon 
feature. 

Tyrone Power billed by Uncle Sam 
for $14.802 back taxes, Billie Burke 
|for $4,744 and Joseph I. Breen, 
$2.309. 

Jesse Lasky back from San An- 
tonio, Tex., where he attended his 
daughter Betty’s wedding to Lieut. 
Buddy Barasch. 

Jose Iturbi aired back from Broad- 
way to resume his Metro film job 
in ‘Private Miss Jones,’ interrupted 
by Christmas concerts, 

John Qualen and Jean Hersholt 
succeeded Olivia de Havilland and 
John Butler on the board of direc- 
tors of Screen Actors’ Guild. 

Mary Phillips (Mrs. Kenneth Mac- 
Kenna) resuming her film career in 
‘Lady In the Dark’ at Paramount 
after an absence of five years. 

Freddie Bartholomew’s parents ob- 
tained court permission to renew 
their $1,000,000 suit against the young 
star and his aunt, Millicent Bar- 
tholomew. 

Spencer Tracy returned from New 
York following postponement of his 
overseas tour to entertain soldiers. 
Trip will be made when the Gov- 
lernment clears necessary transporta- 
ition arrangements. 


Philadelphia 


By Si Shaltz 














Children of staffers guests at Xmas 
party at WIP studios with Howard 
Jones acting as St. Nick. 

Minto Cato, formerly with ‘Show- 
boat’ added to Irvin Wolf's Rendez- 
vous show at Hotel Senator. 

Hank Lawson has taken his WFIL 
‘Knights of the Road’ to WHK, 
Cleveland, for a two-month’s stay. 

Bernie Barth, WFIL spieler, is 
spending a vacation in South Dakota, 
with Johnny Scheuer subbing for 
him. 

Black Hills Passion Players wind 
up a successful month’s stay at Town 


Hall Thurs. (31) sponsored by the 
Lions’ Clubs here. 
Bandleader Tommy Tucker was 


guest on Harold (Buzz) Davis’ show 
over WDAS from backstage of Earle 
Monday night (28). 

Lieut. Kenneth Stowman, ex- 
publicity director of WCAU, now 
head of radio division of the Navy 
Public Relations Office here. An- 
other navy addition is Lieut. (j. g.) 
| Lou Cunningham, ex-p.a. of Atlantic 
City. 
| S 
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Robert W. Christie against the 46th 
Street Theatre Corp. and _ Select 
|Operating Co., Shubert subsidiaries, 
asking $500 damages for breach of 
contract on the ground that the 
| Plaintiff, holding a ticket for ‘Panama 
Hattie,’ had been refused admission 
to the show, then current at the 46th 
St. theatre, N. Y. 

Suit was regarded at that time as 
a test case brought by the Shuberts 
against themselves. They have for 
years carried on sporadic feuds with 
critics and the press, in numerous 
instances barring them from thea- 
tres. They strenuously but vainly 
opposed passage of the state law, 
| which had been introduced at the 
| suggestion of Leonard Lyons, N. Y. 
| Post columnist at that time barred 
| fre Qh--} “+ hoc. 
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years. His prize performance was |Brady was a character actor and 'zoff, in Chicago, Dec. 26. Groom is | Niner so is given dunce hat. Later 
before an audience including the|stage manager for other vaude acts | ; 


Pri ‘f Wales (later King Ed 1 | bef 115 s ago lpress agent for bandleader Russ | he comes Cem wa Canes son on 
—— of Wales (later King Edward | before he retired 19 years ag | Morgan, who was best man: bride is| cut away, after some hoke business. 
VIII), Benjamin Disraeli and Wil- —_— |I think burlesque shows use that 


= non-pro. 
liam Gladstone. | MICHAEL KOSTIAL | ( “I ( aliens. Se 
genes Michael Kostial. 52. veteran ani-|_ Elizabeth Hofert to Dan Dailey, | ~°" ™? | ; , 
IN. SC IE , a Rigg pir ae age Ke Dec, |Jr.. in Los Angeles, Dec. 25 Groom| Mr. Editor, the main business of 
JOHN N. SCHAPPNER mal trainer, died in St. Louis Dec 


, , s scree te >» : most of the men here is military 
91. At the time of his death he was |'S Screen actor, now in the Army, 


John N. Schappner, 71, co-owner 


tiie ; ' qa trainer of lions and leopards at Mary Jamroczy to Donald Clark, affairs. They have real leisure om 
of the first motion picture theatres the St. Louis zoo jin Beverly Hills, Cal., Dec. 22.) as a Civilian calls leisure ae, 
in St. Louis, died at kis home in that ir |Groom is son of M. R. (Duke) Clark, | yet these men took time out from 
city recently. Schappner and his HERBERT HOLTZ \Paramount branch manager in Los | their leisure to have costumes made, 


partner, John L. Turner, opened the 
Empire Concert Hall in 1902, and 
shortly afterwards converted an ad- 
joining building into a nickleodeon 
Later they abandoned the flicker 
field for the saloon business and +2 
operated several in St. Louis. His | Vv. E. RICHARDSON 
eran ee Nee, Oe ee V. E. Richardson, 45, Metro studio | Show Bar, Detroit. 
irvive. 


| fitted, rehearsals, etc. Really and 
truly the audience laughed thei: 
heads off at all the things which 
were meant to be funny. The girls In 
the audience laughed most 


| Herbert Holtz. 34, assistant cashier | Angeles, and was recently chief ac- 
at the Metro exchange in New York, |cOuntant for Paramount in Cleve- 
died Dec. 27, from bullet wounds | land. 

| inflicted by an unidentified assailant. | Sally Palmer to Tom Paulman, in 
Further details in picture section. Detroit, Dec. 22. Bride is nitery} 
singer; he is saxman with Charlie This audience are not morons 
Dubin Orchestra. currently at Saks| They understand. For instance, in 


| 


aa timekeeper, was killed in Culver] Winifred Mayer to Arnold Love-| US Sil. the shot-arm inspection only 

E. GEORGE WOOD rage grey, (26) ‘when struck PY} joy, in Las Vegas, Nev. Dec. 25.|i.0n He obviously is educated, but 

E. George Wood, 64, veteran pro- | +e a | staf, is with Universal publicity | he laughed good. Maybe there should 
ducer and manager, died in Chicago | JOHN DWYER ie ; | have been more, but the competition 
Dec. 24, following a_ stroke. | John Dwyer, owner and operator | Collette Lyor 5 to Alan Dinehart, | is keen. Many men visit the Day 
He was one of the first floor show |o¢ the Bijou theatre. Saratoga!‘ r, in New York, Dec. 26 Bride | Rooms where you can listen to fhe 
producers in the field, starting at the| Springs. N. Y., died in that city on | _, nauerene comedy actress; he’s son | radio, play pool, write a letter, just 
Portola Louvre, San Francisco, in|pec 24 ‘te he BCrOr-procucel sit and talk and, if you're well 


1900. Later, he produced for the 
i | are studying, some are going to do 
|KP duty tomorrow so want to rest 


Publix-Paramount circuit and man- ‘ONY 50 NMAN . 
aged and produced several unit — ee ae 7 BIRT HS 


Tony Kornman, 55, motion picture | 

















(Alpine Musical 
ur) 
3 Brownies 
Ann Smille 
Phil Darcey (3) 
Benny the Bum’s 
Alma 
Reale Keenan 
Club Bah 
Alan Gale 
KBalilovelies 
Karl Denny Ore 
Stuart & Lee 
Amelia Gilmore 
Luis Fernandez Ore 
llelene Standish 
Bingham House 
$} Chocolates 
Vocalaires 
Sonny Williams 
Stratford Garden 
(Bellevue Stratford 
Hotel) 


| Walter Miller Orch 


back of me was the doctor who gave | 





Ben Franklin 
Bobby Hearne 
Bette Wharton 
Nina Korda 
(Claire Simone 
Bob Duffy 
Mary Ann McCall 
Billy Marshall Ore 
Carmen's Musical 

Bar 
Dons Elitott 
Bobby Merrill 
Rae Parker 

Carroll's 

Dorothy Porter 
Alan Stone 
Perry & Green 
Gaines Ore 
Yvonettes 
Rroad i Tones (3) 


| Lew & Van 


. ; | heeled, play cards for money. Some | 


College tna 


sanette Dare 


Jimmie Reilly 
Dot Parker 
Vhunderbolts 
lovettes 
\ 1 Kliaiss 

De Gorgne Cafe 
Violet Christian 
joe Heir ey 

» McKee 


Di Pintos 
€ Richardson 


|} Katherine Behry G 


fo) 
Blanco Ore 
Embassy 


D sk 

| ru epns 

DF Rhumba Ore 
a elyr Daws 

Geo Clifford 


shows. In the past five or six years eameraman for 25 vears. died Dec. Mr. and Mrs. Joe Bishop, son, in| up and to bed early. It really is an 
he man: sed a fair show every sun 17 it Holly wood |Ne York Dec. 23 Father is ar- | easy KP duty here. Some just sit in | 
mer fo the Barnes-Ca thers o . ira Fe! { i i formet ! ’ ) of their barracks and talk or lay iown, 
fice MARBENE MANNING |Woody Hermat rchestra. vr wash or take a showet Some 
Marbene Manning. 34, former stage} Mr. and Mrs. Peter Bradley, son, | D@Ve passes and go to town; some are 
ANDREW GARDNER sctress. died Dec. 19 in Hollywood | Dec. 14, in Chicago. Father is chief | Standing by because every three day 
Andy Gardner. 69. star for many fier a long iling lannouncer Station WAIT we are on the alert which means if 
years in Tom Miner’s Bohemian Bur- | wn ond “Drs ahi Wisi aad | the siren goes for two minutes you 
lesquers on the western wheel, die Mrs. Gordon Campbell, secretary | daughte1 | Pitt we ao . 2 run to your post. Each night and 
in Englewood N. J.. Dec. 26. He wa to Gracie Fiel luring the como-|Mothe1 former Marion Soge - “ lay a different Company is on alert 
on his way to a restaurant wt } 1 e : ;' of the U.S. land radio actress a ; | As the hangar is a little out of t! 
wa ruck and fatally injured by a and Canada. died Toronto Dec Ml ih Williar Hetzel | Way many men pass it up, they don’ 
auto. . 91. Surv g are her husband and | qauohte; biel ea “ee hg De 2 want to run if the alert does come 
3efore being teamed with his wife | parent asian te i > Then the 15c movie takes some 
; . : | aLner Is a Taadio aciat ig 
in Burlesque, Gardner was in vaude i a , away. There may be manv other 
with the Three Gardners, otkers be- Father, 71 Etzi Covato. Pitts- |, Mr. and Mi d William Powelson, |things going on which I don’t know 
ing Jack and his wife. His widow |burgh night club owner and band hae e in Pittsburgh, Dec. 21.|nothing about. What I am t ying to 
mueleren ae liad e in that city |, /Ue 'S_manager of WB's Harris |say is that the show does not really | 
Dec 24 theatre, I rent im, Pa.; mother is | matte It’s trying to solve the 
WASSILI LEPS former June Upperman. chorus girl.|problem of getting more men _ to 
Dr. Wassili Leps, 75, conductor and y. J. Malone, 76, father of Roy oa a Frank Barto son, |}come, to let them know it will do 
compese} ed in Toronto, D 2 lalone é tt CECe, [oo . Fra . Father is |them good to get a few laughs, to 
He } or luict ymphony orches- R S Regina re-/|**?\ 4 ) 1 1 H vood forget they are away from ho: 
tras in Philadelphia, Atla Cit rt M ind M Ke G way trom the ones they love. The 
ind Pittsburgh 1 was founds 4 : laughter, ' Ho ood Der 19. | there is the gym. A few good laug} 
the Philadelphia Operatic Society Fred Seitz, 80. { er of George | Fathe ssociate producer at Uni- |/S Detter as a tonic than any doctor 
T y > mo j P B Se { i¢ D ! ssi a gi but how can lu react 
dence, R. I] Vv he he orga red the | 19 in Bev v H Vii and I Jo G. Thorp yn those that need it most A preach 
Providence Symphony )) Kar ( Dec. 26. Father i preaches but it’s the same audience 
For this Brown University conferred tant mana f Orpheum thea who already has stuff or they ould 


upon him the degree of Doctor rf 
Music. 


oOK ; “Aaccior rm " ‘ : 
/a good impression [Trying to reach 
A daughter survives 


Mr. and Mrs. Howard Greenstein, 
daughter, in Minneapolis. Father 








Continued from page 1 oa 


. - : is | job. 
or diners. Now {it pleads lac Inivers: Picture ‘ { , 

f rr ling Now it pleads lack of | Univer al Pictures booker there. | What has this 
help, shortages in food, and similar | : 
lifficulties for dearth of talent 


lineup. 


CORLISS POWERS WALKER 
Corliss Powers Walker, 89-year- 
d theatrical manager, died Dec 


ia tae ee Sate in te tk ee ee men never 
: ; Fox salesman. ei ithe fate ee tone pasilok pa “a 

in Winnepeg, Canada. Niteries offering entertainment of | Mr. and Mrs. 2 ’ lspite of th a — exercises in 
He owned the Opera House in|any kind are quick to pick up op- 4 . — Mrs. woe 3 asternak, son, penser sean ves and it does them 
Fargo, N. D., the Metropolitan | tions, and resign contracts for longer sed % inde od, Dec, 26. Father is pix ‘eed o me Sess of all they can do. The 
theatre in Grand Forks, N. D.. and|periods due to transportation and |PrOCUce™: mother, Dorothy Darrel, |5@™e with entertainment. If they 
the Winnepeg theatre in Winnepeg.|booking difficulties Only ; former screen actress |only be reached to go they will feed 


| 
| 
| 


0) 
23 


| i a small e |the soul with laughs in spi | 
Survivors include his widow, a son|percentage of these broadcast over|. Mr. and Mrs. Robert Boehnel, son, the —- 7 “ett gh gtr hex 
and two daughters. He was a na-/any radio hook-ups. and still smaller |i Mt. Kisco, N. Y., Dec. 27. Fathe1 Png O.K., not the soul, so 
. Al . - ne q ; c 4 4 
tive of Poultney, Vt. inumber use the net jis publicist at RKO home office Inet ‘ae ag ell anor 
: ;better if she or he is li ar 
ageon Curfew Brings Changes Mr. and Mrs. Norman Elson, | And right pdb Bd oo ny weet 
CARL WALES STOCKBRIDGE Curfew which recentl ‘loseg | daughter, Dec. 24. in N. Y¥ He's | “bi Feats cee aa 
ete inge rfew. which recently closed | al taanasor af hen te mies [es was a big four motor plane with 
Carl Wales Stockbridge, 59, Boston |bars to late drinking. has brought | 8eneral manager of Trans-Lux Thea- four nice be dutiful hae 
gh : c ae t VY; > ¢ 
Symphony Orchestra cellist, died in | chang n types of tomers, with | es | spout those littl ; ; Ragen Ses: 
= dirs Agee carotene mates Ring pike tpal Mee voiding the late | Mr. an : rat . iat a e toys of death, real 
Vec. <1 after ¢ L ; l hifter; avoiding — the ate | Mr. and Mrs Walter Seltzer,|bullets. The two upper darling 
He had been taucht to play the cello sp 7 i fa\ } me-life and dq 1ughter n Hollvwood Dec 9 "| were ni »q : DE al INgS | 
by his father. Arthur Bealvais Stock home , +o P ; Ter ats ae ages hee "f y j . ao oe -nesemgdlnsescing | 
his father, Arthu lvais .- itu Father former studio press agent,|Jive, the downstage lower > 
bridge. who became a member of ind l itt ati no i. Marine |those ty ) ite kid meal nae 
| LW Cute kids were named 


7 1ea- Y 
San Diego | tre there, not be there unless it is to make | 


{those unreached till now is some | Rettv Fotnent 


to do with show | 


at Sherlin Ore 
Germantown Bar 
mi & Karle 

ats & Fiddle 

(H Walton Roof) 


raillo 


( 


I 
Hen Youngman 


KMddie De Luca Ore 
Rhumba Ore 


La Vodis 


rony Bennett Ore 


| Hotel Philadelphian 


lbon Massey 


Jon Arthurs 
Lexington Casino 
Dick Leslie 


i} Canfield Smith 


Penny Sis 

Betty Huntington 

Lewis & Van 

red Oliver Ore 

Little Rathskeller 

Patti Crawford 

Ralph Lewis 

Carney & Kress 

Josie Miller 

Brown Sis 

Cissie Nolan 

Victor Hugo's Ore 

Lou's Chancellor Bar 

Sammy Price 

Four Blues 
Moravian Bar 

ton Ron & Buddies 

Kenny Shaffer (3) 

Murray’s Riythm 

Bar 

Dotty King 

Shirley Ames 

Ray 

Bett King 

Nell Delghans 


Murtha 


Bills Next Week 


mum Continued from page 40 
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C 
} 
$ 
Helen Hale € 
Toni Edding € 
Lewis & Cherrie 
Serenaders 
G Marchetti Ore 
Dick Richards Gls 
Open Door Cate 
Kay Hamilton 
Frank Schluth 
Delmars 
Claire Ray Gis | 
Old Falls Tavera 
Jack Hutchinson 
Lloyd Mann I 
Tommy Joyce I 
Monya Alba 
Mary Norris 
Frank Palumbo’s 
Gloria Mann > 
$ Heat Waves I 
Zola Grey i 
P Don Revaldo (4) | C 
| West Coas (3) Ss 
Powelton Cafe z 
Ray Sisters 
Nan O'Rourke s 
Sammy Weston t 
Charlie Ray l 
Joe Jorenell! 

Rendezvous \ 
Cookie Williams ) I 
Wendell Mason k 
Minto Cato i 


Ritz Carlton 
Jos Stern Ore 

Roman Grille 
Charlie White ] 
Gloria Dale ' 
Princess Chang-Lee 
June Day 
Warner & Valeris 
Ed H st Orc 

Sam’s Cafe 


Doe Smith 
Eleann Landy 
Zaras 


Kay Carlton 
Kings of Rhythm 


Mike Ray Oro ; 
Sciolla’s } 

Joan Coray | 

Al Fisher ' 


Sid Golder 
Marie LaTill 
Eddie Black ( 


Puss DeCa 10 
Grace Hewson 
Gertie Ta r Ore 

Shang-Ki-La 
Olivera DeLuca 
Copela is 
Pupi Dancers nN 
Chesn & Worth 
Don Wharton Orch 

it (3) } 

Oli Del Duea 0 | 


Silver Lake Ino 
Mario & Maria 
Manta 

Col Geo Reed 
Alice Lucey 

Mickey Fomilant O 
Sun Ray Gardens 
Ernie McGee 


itty Hemling Ore 


Reatr e & Danny 

Holme & Jean 
Frown Tavern 

r Pa r Ore 

I | 

i> 4 } 

} 

‘ 7 1) 
Swan Club 

I » Ba t 

Bob B 

Vincent » Ore 

| ' 

I 


\ 


e | ‘ 
Trane Atlantic L’ge 








Sally LaM 


| Richard | 


soch 
20th Century Club 
Ruth Stevens | 
4 Men of Rhythm 
Betty King 
3 Tones 
Venice Grill 
Murray Wood 
Dorothy Lull 
John Simms 
Mary Seville 
Don Bone 
Don Nicholas Ore 
Weber's Hofbrau 
(Camden) , 
Carrolls (2) 
Welles (3) 
Simpsons (2) 
Coty & Sue 
Jules Flacco 
Jiminy O'Leary 
Eddie Matthews 
Wilson's 
Grooverneers 
Debonairs 
Haven Johnson 
Joe Hough 
Yacht Club 
Harry Holly 
Jeanne Ware 
Span & Bab 


Pe , 


Ann Tally 
| Nat Rud - 
'Wietor Ne ) 
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ROXY, N. Y. 





his turn consists 
| that has bite to it, but 
stuff he’s been 


minutes of 
fresh material 
then he slips into the 


doing in niteries, etc., for some 
time. This consists of the imper- 
sonation of a jitterbug singer ana a 
<ociety songstress doing Jim.’ It's 
pretty tired, but he “snaps back 
quickly with the duo things he does 


it tan Ross. He does vocal im- 
wie oes while Ross acts them 
in panto. Of four the Lionel Barry- 
more one is best. Audience liked it. 

Final setting starts out with the 
line tapping to a Raymond Scott 
composition, which slips 


| House Review 


—- Centinued from pase 41 


uver 


player. 


into what, 





Giant, midget and average-sized fel- 
i low, no strangers here, easily garner 
| laughs 
of | 


with their dance routines. 
King and Arlena, boy and gal, get 
by handily with a couple of tap 


routines. Martin and Allen, in hand- 


Lo-nand and balance 
solid. 

Radio Rogues sell 
their impersonations. 


stuff, also go 


strongly with 
The three lads 


let loose with some offensive double 
entendre 
cleaned up for this type of family 
Apol- | 


gags which should _ be 
house. Boys milk for laughs. 
lon, now minus his band, works with 
two guitarists and a bull fiddle 
He, too, is out for laughs 
with his gagging and rapid fire 
patter. It’s his mandolin playing, 


boys enough visual excitement to| 


|make even less able orchology ac-} 
ceptable. 
‘Knock Me ae Kiss,’ with the; 


maestress sexing the chorus vocally, 
starts it off and then Stuart Foster } 
does a socko job on ‘There Are Such 


Things,’ the inevitable ‘White Xmas’ 
and ‘Angry,’ in which Hutton joins 
him. Trumpet solo on ‘Angels Sing’ 
iby nev horn man, Roger Alieck, 
|who ‘%asn't sufficiently warmed up 
}at show caught, precedes Marion 


the 


$.a. 


Hutton and Modernaires. This 
Hutton’s a package, too, and 
she’s smartly concentrating on voice 


more and antics (‘a la her sister, 
Betty Hutton) less. Paired with 
Modernaires, out of late band of| 
Glenn Miller, too, the fivesome 
smashes across four numbers and 


could stick around easily for twice 
that many. Warm ’em up with 
‘neat arrangement, slightly Latin- 
Americanized, of ‘Jingle Bells,’ then 
‘Moonlight Becomes You, with 


| realistically 


| Stalingrad. 


a} 


consequently being more effective. 
One torpedo shell from a Jap bomber 
jars the U. S. carrier, 
but the final shot shows 
planes in retreat and the American 
fleet sailing forward with only slight 
damage. It’s spine-tingling and the 
small Christmas eve audience burst 
into spontaneous applause at its con- 
clusion. 

20th-Fox Movietone has the initial 
action inside heroically defended 
Sharp editing focuses 


on the house-to-house fighting. So- 
viet signal corps cameramen obvi- 
ously were right in the frontlines 


te grab these pictures, showing an at- 
tack by a drove of Nazi planes, ma- 
chine gunners in action, big guns 
roaring at the Axis hordes and snip- 
ers’ attacking onrushing Germans. 
There are & couple of distant shots 
which viviifly illustrate how much 
damage the Nazi onslaught did to 
the city. 


the Nip‘ 


Ringling Show's 


1943. Prospects 
Still Doubtful 


John Ringling North has made a 
number of deals the Ringling, 
Barnum and Bailey circus next sea- 
son, but at this time it is doubtful 
whether the big top will go out. He 
said that after Washington ordered 
all circuses and carnivals to winter 


fo. 


: ‘ : el ae a ; = . , uarters by Dec. 1, there had been 
seems like a Mexican village setting, etc: ma ob that wins him the heavy | Jonnny Drake taking the lead, ‘Juke| News of Day makes something of q y 
: p s. 








giggles with her hip-waving, refer- 














involving more of the line and Huds oy 4 Van. e Sunny Box Saturday Night,’ with a swell! its ‘Turn of the Tide’ yarn, being a) no further indication whether such 
Sherman and Miss Seckler in an i coma y okay with a couple) impression of the Ink ate and | —— a * with bps — shows would be allowed to tour. 
srpretativ an to moving tom-| — ; 2 | finally “Strip Polka,’ a natural. frican offensive pointed up. , 8 ever 
, etd gan oy ous . | Biz good at late show Friday (25). Pollewing them, Ina Ray comes| return of Eddie Rickenbacker to| One of the advance preperaaens Y 
Carmen Miranda and her six na- Eck. | out in her natty Civilian Air Patrol Washington, followed by his dra- planned was the orchestration of 
tive musicians slip into the same |uniform to baton a medley of} matic story of his long vigil on a Rhapsody in Blue’ and a contract 
set and she lives up to the reputa- APOLLO N Y | patriotic airs, with Foster coming! rubber life boat in the Pacifie, is} for the rights, the number being 
tion she has built in pietures, ete. ’ o Be | back to sing the army air psa nicely done by Sr Sen Pai also a an | slated for the elephant ballet 
The gal is dynamite onstage in one song. Next to closing, Durant cleans| impressive subject called ‘U. S.| a ee 
= png Be o- trade-marked cOs-} (Count Basie (17). Th Cer- “Pp with his chatter and tumbling.| Army brings greetings from “l0bal | it — a * reg nee to 
tumes. She sells her stuff in a pol-| penter, Jimmy Rushing: / wiley, 1upression of Gable and Boyer. | fronts,’ showing supposed Cl ristmas | presen - show oe" © =manner 
ished, easy manner that keeps the|*Pigmeat’ & Jimmie Baskette, Apus With his standard ‘but can they do| services being held by Am¢ rican | Planned, and no such expenditure 
customers eating out of her hand.|@ E£streiitta; Short subdjects. this’ followed by a back-flip, over! troops from Alaska to the tropics, | would be made, if there were not : 
She does ‘Chica Chica Boom Chic,’ inne big. as usual. For band’s finish, Ina; xynjyersal covers the South Africa| 48surances that the circus would be 4 
‘South American Way,’ ‘Chattanooga Packed house rocked Christmas| B@¥ comes eut in a new low-cut! ¢ront in intelligent manner with the| able to play dates after Madison i 
Choe-Choo,’ Ra nd a- = oo night with Count Lasie ane >< ag- | pote yrange that aes ee it- | spoken narrative. Pathe’s story| Square Garden, North said. A 
Carrah’ with the icholas ros. | gregation matitaining a fe he. Self at the curtain anti-climactic. |about the ‘jeep plane’ is excellent. : iti ila 
Younger of the two dispiays a slot | Graben pace. To meet »- dew! Slim crowd at getaway, which was | eed pel el doing the ‘Ringside rn feed sary ming and 1 
voice for this tempo and he could! crowd, opening day had i. <a on expecied. Cohen. | Seat” Embassy special. is splendid manpower are the hazsrds which the i! 
do more of it in his own spot. |for six 65-minute appearances, re-. with his version of China’s part in Ringling show must face Big top tf 
In addition to her song-selling,! sulting in dropping of accustomed the present struggle. has its own railroad equipment but 
Miss Miranda awakens _ frequent}! full length feature and substitution TOWER, K. c. there is a chance this mivht be requi- ‘ 


ences to her ‘Zoot Suit’ and her flow- 
ered instead ef fruit-tray headdress. 
Biz big. Wood. 


RKO, BOSTON 





of short subjects. Mob, however, 
was all Basie’s, and no kicks were 
recvistered at the b.o. 

Orch, headed by leader's fine 
pianoing, and spotting several in- 
strumentalists. opens with two Basie 
well-knowns, ‘G and R’ and ‘Sand- 
man.’ Thelma Carpenter, band vo- 
calist, phrases ‘Why Don’t You Do 


Kansas City, Dec. 25. 
Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe 
Revue, with Gilda Gray, Aunt 
| Jemima, Charles King, Walter Dare 
Wah!', The Great Yacopis, 
Sherman, Laura Corbay, 


Shavo | 
Harry 
Meehan and ‘Pansy’ the Horse, aug- | 


(RKO-Pathe) 
Wear. 


is America subject 
rounds out the program. 


| F . 
| ‘Women at Arms, U. S. A... a this 





nny Wows "Em 


Continued from page 2 





Be 








sitioned by the government. Ring- 
ling outfit lost many laborers 
went into war plants last 
show being 350 razor-backs 
during the final three months. 
In the event the circus does not 
go out, North intends becoming ac- 


who 
season, 
short 


















































° 92 | ti j h b i ree . aw 
P poy |mented Tower Orch; ‘Behind Eight | or , ive in show business, and may op- 

. Boston, Dec. 24. | Right?’ in catchy fashion, and then | pap ‘U) ’ 9" | whirling tap routines and took al erate am cutdoor venture more 

Glen Gray Orch (15), Bonnie| changes pace and style to clinch ' a [fall (the apron was new and freshly | feasible to conduct th: n the big top 
Baker, George Tapps, Three Sailors,| ‘White Christmas.’ Gal has appear-| with augmented Tower Orch in | finished ) for a finish. But to the : 

opnt suse *APa ’ t : -t< “as "A : sonlawe 5 : , * = ices 
Lorraine Levy; ‘Nightmare’ (U). one - a _ — ~ displays the pit and the Billy Rose aggrega-| happy air-minded audience, it was en > - 

S choice oO ateri: pregsa i ; - 
eset , Bill Bailey. ta ; eg a s A-) ton on the stage, the house is|part of a swell act. Miss Living-| 2 

The Casa Loma band has been results from ~s Meare ae ra “jo. | headed toward one of its best grosses |stone unleashed a poem about Lake- | and Injured 
solid in this vicinity for years and minute enties. lad at a ‘ «|im months. Revue rens 60 minutes, | hurst; then Schlepperman got off a 
Bonnie Baker has her own special ta eateh hie br atte He ‘xilltulls }and despite unusually large com-|¢omedy song patier based on tune Continued from page 3} eee 
clientel, which accounts for this | “s a ot oe e SKI ulty | pany which taxes capacity of stage, . ie . scored wit} : i : 
show’s good draw. It’s something of scatters gag lines and comments the production is fast-moving and titles. He encored with a comedy added that he was ‘suspiciously 
a letdown, however. for it doesn’t while making difficult steps look smooth-working fiddle bit with Benny and finished | good’ in the drunk scene. 
stack up as down-the-line  enter- Robi — itatine Bill Bai of Bill | Wayne McIntyre, announcer, us-| With a straight violin solo to sock Ole Olsen in Hosp Too 
tainment when the band isn’t play-| *0Dison imitating Bill Bailey’ sells| iis offstage mike, first brings on| returns. : 
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' . [ NO MAN CAN RESIST 
THE CHARM O§ LOVELY | 
SKIN. TRY MY LUX SOAP & 
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; ‘‘T never neglect my ACTIVE-LATHER 
rs FACIALS with Lux Toilet Soap,’’ says this 
iia lovely little star. “‘They’re a wonderful beauty 


aid.’? ACTIVE lather gives skin protection it 
needs—removes stale cosmetics, every trace 
of dust and dirt. Let daily care with this 
gentle white soap bring you new loveliness. 
Try these Lux Toilet.Soap facials for 30 days. 
They leave your skin feeling exquisitely soft 
and smooth—fresh as a rose! 





(See what LUX TOILET 
3 8 SOAP FACIALS will do 
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| Mi for YOU! 
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FIRST PAT 
THE CREAMY 
Lux SOAP 
LATHER LIGHTLY 
INTO YOUR SKIN 












RINSE WITH 
WARM WATER-THEN 
WITH COOL. ACTIVE 
LATHER DOES A 
THOROUGH JOB 


NOW PAT YouR * 
SKIN DRY.IT : ae s Ee 7 i 
FEELS SOFTER_ | oe jae ee 
4 SMOOTHER. SEE . om 
HOW FRESH 
ITLOOKS! 
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9 out of IO Screen Stars use Lux Toilet Soap 
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